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DAVID GARRICK, Efg;

SRR

PERMIT me to claim your patronage
L . for the works of Georce Lirro, an
author 'whofe dramatic fcenes are rich in
plain fenfe and ftrong paffion, in truth of
character and found moral.

The world is indebted to this writer for
the invention of a new fpecies of drama-
tic poetry, which may properly be termed
the inferior or leffer tragedy.

Otway, Southern and Rowe had indeed
taught the Tragic Mufe a fofter tone,
and had lowered the bufkin, to adapt it to
charaéters beneath the rank of Kings, and
Demigods 3 but ftill the perfons of their

A 2 ** Dramas,
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Dramas, though lefs illuftrious, were of
the noble and elevated order: . Litro
formed his plots from private hiftories,
and his characters feldom rofe higher than
the middle clafs of life.

In juftification of his attempt to make
Tragedy of more general ufe, Lirro * has
obferved, ¢ that this {pecies of Dramatic
« Poetty is fo far from lofing its dignity
< by being accommodated to the circum-
«¢ ftances of the generality of mankind,
« that it is more truly auguft in propor-
<« tjon to the extent of its influence, and
¢ the number that is properly affected by
« jt, as it is more truly great to be the
< inftrument of good to many who ftand
< in need of our affiftance, than toa very
¢ {mall part of that number.”

I have no doubt of your being con-
vinced of the utility of this lower kind
of Tragedy, as you have eftablithed the
ftrength of LiLLo’s argument by your own

practice,
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practice.  The €ncouragement you gaye
to More’s tragedy of the Gamefter will
be an acknowledged proof of what I af-
fert, and I have reafon to believe that
{fome fuccefsful fcenes in that pathetic play
were indebted to you for more than their
reprefentation,

It was the misfortune of Lirro to com-
poile many of his plays during a period
when the ftage was governed by two ma-
nagers of very oppofite tafte, but equally
inconfiftent in their condud with the inter-
eft of authors and attors, and the rea-
{onable entertainment of the public.

‘The one, it is faid, had early imbibed 2
{trange diflike to plays and players; either
from fome particular prejudices which
cannot now be eafily afcertained,  or,
which is more probable, from an uncom-
mon fondnefs for an exotic ipecies of
Theatrical entertainment, called Panto-
mime. It is confeffed that he carried this
excre{cence of the ftage to its urmoft per-

A3 fection,
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feCtion, and was univerfally efteemed 2
moft excellent performer in the mumme-
ties of his own contriving.

~ Befides, it cannot be denied that the
fame man was a happy {fuperintender of
all pomps and ceremonies ; he excelled
in planning magnificent {hews, fuch as
coronations and triumphal entries, chrif-
tenings, marriages and funerals, and all
kind of proceffions, and fpared no coft to
decorate them.

His rival manager of the other theatre
was {o far from having the leaft relifh for
dramatic poetry, that although he was a
gentleman of birth and fortune, one eafy
in his behaviour and polite in his addrefs,
his greateft pleafure confifted in the encou-
ragement of low athletics and mean buf-
foons, of wreftlers and boxers, of dancers
and tumblers, by whofe affiftance and ad-
vice he brought all Sadlers Wells upen
the ftage, and: gave various exhibitions of
' tall



D ED-LCA-TiIO:N:

tall ‘monfters and ridiculous mounte-
banks *.

With fuch managers Li.Lo’s plain fenfe
and unaffected manners could hope for
little encouragement.

Had he lived to fee the happy revolution
in the government of the Theatre introdu-
ced by you, he would have rejoiced to behold
the greateft genius and moft indefatigable
induftry conftantly employed to render the
ftage refpectable as well as flourifhing, and
the moft confummate actor and judicious
manager not only the avowed patron’ as
well as kind inftru&or of ators, but the
friend and fellow labourer of authors.

Linro’s modefty would have profited by
the advice your perfect knowledge of the
Drama would have fuggefted to him, and

Ay his

* It muft be granted that during the period Tam
{peaking of, that is, from 1734 to 1739, this ma-
nager was prévailed upon to a& Lirso’s CHRIS-
T1a~ Hero, and that he revived {everal of
Shakefpeare’s Plays ; particularly, As You Like It,
and the Merchant of Venice;  in which Quin,
Macklin, Chapman, Mrs. Pritchard and Mrs,
Clive appearcd to great advantage.
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his ‘gratitude and ‘integrity would have
done juftice to your candor and fagacitys;
for he would not only have taken a liberal
advantage of your criticifms, but would
have freely owned the force and value of
them.

That you may long continue to live
beloved and refpected by all ranks of peo-
ple, and happy in the confcioufnefs of ex-

erting your abilities for publick and pri-
vate crood is the fincere and hearty wifh

of,

SIR,

Your moft obedient

Humble fervant,

THE EDITOR.
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