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AR B U
LIFE or SCANDERBEG.

HOUGH the life of Scanderbeg is certainly as

full of the moft i’urpriziug events, his actions
a5 wonderful, and his charater as perfect and ex-
alted, as any of the ancient herogs of Greece om
Rome; yet for want of a Homer or a Virgil, a
Plutarch or a Livy, to celebrate his praife, or
write his life in a manner worthy of him, there
are great numbers, who are converfant with the
claffic as well as other writers, who know very
little of Scanderbeg, befides his mame : fo necel-
fary to the fame even of the greateft men, is an
elegant poet, or faithful hiftorian.

The tragedy of the Chriftian Hero, now in re-
hearfal at the theatre royal in Drury Lane, s, as
we have been credibly informed, founded on that
wonderful and important circamftance in the life of
Scanderbeg, his raifing the fiege of Croia, after it
had been invefted near fix months by the numerous
troops of the T'urkifh Sultan, Amurath the Second 3
who died, after infinite vexation and difappoint-
ment, of grief and rage, under the walls of the
city. We judge it therefore neceffary at this time
to give the public fome account, colleéted from
the moft authentick authors, of thelifeand charac-
ter of this excellent prince; that thofe, who are
as yet unacquainted with the ftory, may by reading
this, befides the inftruction and entertainment they
may find in it, be the better able to judge of the
play, when it fhall appear upon the ftage.

It may give light to'the following hiftory to ob-
ferve that Albania, the country of Scanderbeg, is
- Vor. I, (0] in




194 LIFE AND CHARACTER

in that part of Greece which lies between Dalma- «
tia and Achaia, on the Adriatick and Ionian feas ;

and includes in it fome parts of the ancient king-

doms of Epirus and Macedon, and of the provin-

ces of Liburpia, Dalmatia and Illyria, and is fup.-
pofed to have taken its prefent name, which 1is but

modern, from a colony of Albanians, a people

of Afia; who coming into Eyrope and fettling

there, in time communicated their name to the

country,

After the canqueft of Greece by Paulus ZEmilius
and others, Albania, though not then known by that
name, was incorporated with fome adjacent coun-
tries, and o becamepart of a Roman province undey
the government of the przfeifus pretorio of llyrium,
At the divifion of the Empire it was allotted to the
emperors of Conftantinople, and fo remained till
the decline of their power ; when the government
of it fell to the family of the Caftriots, who were
generally called kings of Epirus, as a country of
the greateft antiquity and fame, but Albania was
certainly the malt powerful and wealthy part
of their dominions,” and Croia, its metropolis, .the
feat of their refidence. :

John Caftriot and Voifava, a prince and prin-
cefs celebrated by the hiftorians of that age for
their uncommon perfections of mind and body,
were the parents of our hero. ."They had befides
him three fons and five daughters. The untimely
fate of the three elder fons, whofe names were
Repofius, Staniffa and Conftantine, we fhall men-
tion hereafter: of the daughters we find little
more recorded than that they were martied to
Chriftian princes and noblemen fuitable to their
rank., George Caftriot, or Scanderbeg, which laft
name was given him by the T urks, and is the fame

by
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hy which ‘Alexander the great is known amongft
them, the fourth and youngeft {fon, was born at
Croia, in the year 1405.

The overthrow of Bajazet by Tamerlane feemed
for atime to have put an end tothe fpreading em-
pire of the Ottomans; but after the death of that
vi&torious prince, Mahomet the Second, the fon of
Bajazet, recover’d his father’s kingdom, which
his fon Amurath the Second vaftly increafed by his
conquefts both in Afia and Europe. Hewasaprince
of courage enough, andfetno bounds to his ambi-
tion ; but upon the leaft difappointment exceeding
fretful and impatient, efpecially in his old ages;
zealons in his religion, a profound politician, a
commander of great experience, and for the moft
part fuccefsful in his enterprizes ; the moft beloved
by his fubjeéts, and the moft faithful obferver of his
word, of any of the Turkifh fultans either before
or after him 5 not that he was always a {lave to it
(his perfidioufnefs to the Caftriots is a notorious in-
flance of the contrary.) No, that was not to be
expected from an arbitrary prince and an orthodox
Mahometan, as Amurath was. The bigot and
the tyrant, how good foever the natural difpofition
may be, will fometimes get the better of the man.

Amurath, in the beginning of his reign, met
with fome oppofition ; firlt from an impoftor who
pretended to be Muftapha, the fon of his grand-
father Bajazet ; and foon after from his own younger
brother of the fame name. But his courage and
0od fortune having put anend to thefe domeftick
troubles by the death of both the Muftaphas, he
quickly convinced the neighbouring princes, who
had afiifted his competitors, that he was not to be
offended with impunity. The Mahometan king of
Caramania in Afia paid his life for his temerity 5
: 0z fo
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fo did the Chriftian prince of Smyrna; which city;
with it’s diftri€t, Amurath conquered and added to
his other acquifitions in Afia, Greece next felt
the effects of his referitment, or rather of his am-
bition, which inceffantly urged him to {feize all
advantages to enlarge his dominions. His nume-
rous troops with almoft incredible celerity fubdued
Achaia, Theflaly and Macedon. Athens, perhaps
unprepared for refiftance, tamely fubmitted to the
intolerable yoke of Turkifh bondage; and Thef-
{alonica, after a brave defence, being taken by
ftorm, fuffered all the mifery that an enraged and
barbarous enemy, licenfed to plunder, maffacre
and enflave, could poflibly infli¢t. John Caftriot,
king of Epirus and Albania, who faw with grief
the {upinenefs of the Greek emperor, refolved to
guard againft furprize. He knew Amurath was
preparing to attack him,” and prudently chofe
rather to meet him on the borders of Macedon,
than to wait for him in Albania. This wife con-
du& not only preferved his dominions from being
the feat of war, butenabled him toannoy the ene-
my with little Jofs on his part; the mountains,
which part Macedon from Epirus, being a very
happy fituation for that purpofe. Amurath, {oon
weary of a war that was likely to prove fo tedious
and expenfive, and which in the mean while put.
a ftop to the career of his viftories, was eafily in-
duced to hearken to terms of accommodation, and
yielded atlength toleave Cafltriot the free and quiet
poffeflion of his crown and kingdom, and to make
a perpetual peace with him ; conditions not tobe
refufed by a prince comparatively fo weak as the
king of Epirus, and. which the haughty Sultan
would certainly have denied to.the emperor of Con-
ftantinople. There was but one difficulty to over-
come,
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come, and that to a prince lefs generous than Caft-
riot had been infuperable. Amarath demanded
his four fons as hoftages.  Itis eafy to judge how
bitter this propofal muft be to an affetionate fa-
ther : but confidering what he owed to his brave*
and loyal f{ubjefts, whom the leaft misfortune
would have expofed to inevitable ruin, and truft-
ingto the Sultan’s honour, who though knowntobe
a vindictive and implacable énemy, was neverthe-
lefs efteemed an inviolable regarder of his word,
the aflited king complied. Amurath received
the royal pledges, and ending the war carried
them with him to Adrianople. We donot find
that Caftriot had any difference with the Sultan af=
terwards, and muft therefore conclude that thefe
princes, during the life of their father, were ufed
with ail the refpeét and honour due to their rank
and charalters.

George Caftriot, though not above eight years of
age when he came to Adrianople, was quickly dif-
tinguithed and admired by the Sultan, and the
whole feraglio. His extraordinary beauty, majef-
tic deportment,  wit, vivacity and greatnefs of
mind charmed all who had the opportunity of being
acquainted withhim. Amurath, pleafed with his
promifing penius, appointed him a retinue, a table
and tutors to inftru& him, in the {fame manner as
his own fons, in the Mahometan religion, and all
the fciences as far as they were known in the Turkifh
court; and being determined, as it afterwardsap-
peared, never to part with him, he forced him to
fubmit to circumcifion, and gave him the magni-
ﬁcent name of Scanderbeg, 6r Alexander: hop-
ing no doubt, confidering his tenderage, by thefe
means to extinguithin him the very memory of the
Chriftian religion, his father’s houfe and native

i country.
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country. Scanderbeg’s improvement, efpeciallyin
martial exercifes, fo pleafed the Sultan, that hay-
ing wars in Natolia, he took him with him, where
he gave {uch proofs of his wifdom and courage,

" that, at nineteen years of age, Amurath gave him

the command of five thoufand horfe, and {oon af-
ter thetitle of Bafla. Returning himfelf intoEu-
rope, he left him to command all his troops in the
Lefler Afia; which hedid with {fo much fuccefs,
that from thence Amurath ufed frequently to call
him his right eye, his right hand, his defence, and
the augmenter of his domintons.

Scanderbeg, in hisreturn to Adrianople, killed
a gigantic Tartar, efteemed invincible, in fingle
combat; and fome time after, being with Amu-
rath at Burfia in Bithynia; he encountered fwo
Perfian champions, famous for their ftrength and
courage, and who had publickly challenged any
two men in the Sultan’s army, with the fame fuc-
cefs.

However pleafing to a youthful, conrageous and
high fpirited prince, honour and fame may be, yet
Scanderbeg’s love ‘of truth was {uperior to thefe
temptations. He was conftantly attended, when
in the field, by fome Chriftian foldiers, nativesof
Albaniz, by whom he was fecretly inftructed and
confirmed in the Chriftian religion: the maintain-
ing of which and the civil liberty of his coantry
was his governing principle; during the whole
courfe of his laborious and important life. It is
no wonder therefore, that being fent with-a nume-
rous army againft the Hungarians he avoided all
occafionsof giving them battle. He behaved how-
ever with fuch prudence and circumipection, that
he loft no reputation, nor drew upon himfelf the

leaft fufpicionfrom the {ubtle and miftruftful Sultan.
Soon
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Soon after Scanderbeg’s return from the Hunga-
rian wat, Amurath received an account of-the
death of John Caftriet, the father of our hero;
upon which he difpatched Sebalia, a B:_lfﬁt of great
courage and experience, with a powerful army in-
to Albania ; who immediately took poffeflion of the
whole kingdom, telling the people, who were fur-
prized and without a leader; that he came as a
friend by the Sultan’s order only to prevent inno-
vations, and fecure the country for the intereft of the
hoftage prince, on whom the {fucceflion was devolv-
ed; and to whom, on his arrival, which they were
fhortly toexpeét, it thould be fafely delivered. In
themean time Amurath, who intended nothing lefs,
canfed the three elder brothers of Scanderbeg to be
fecretly deftroyed by poifon, and reduced this Chrif-
tian kingdom to the miferable condition of a Tur-
kith province. 'The liberty which this brave peo-
ple had fo long enjoyed under the paternal care of
their native princes, feemed now to be loft for ever;
their churches were turned to mofques, their laws
{ubverted, and their eftates and perfons become the
property of the barbarous and foreign tyrant.
Itis much eafier to imagine than defcribe the grief
and indignation of Scanderbeg on tliis occafion ;
which, great as they were, he was fo much mafter
of himfelf as to conceal. He knew Amurath too
well to exprefs the leaft refentment whilft he wasin
his power, and wifely referved himfelf till time
fhould give him an opportunity to free his country
and revenge the injuries done to himfelf and his
family.” Amurath, who really loved him, and
was therefore unwilling to take his life, vainly ima-
gined by heaping new honours on him at prefent,
and promifing him more and greater proofs of his
favour hereafter, to extinguifh the memory of his

O 4 WIONgs,
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wrongs, or make him think that thofe done to his
brothers and his country were none to him. He
was not however abfolutely free from fufpicion,
He would fometimes talk to Scanderbeg of reftor-
ing him to his father’s kingdom, to difcover whe-
ther he entertained any fuch hopes ; but all to littie
purpofe: for Scanderbeg, who knew the fuccefs of
his deﬁgns depended on their fecrecy, was not to
be over-reached,

Thewar between the Turks and Hungarians being
renewed with greater violence than ever, the Sultan,
notwithftanding his fair fpeeches and feeming con-
fidence in Scanderbeg, did not think it proper to
truft him with the fole command of his army, but
fet over him the bafla of Romania. The Chriftian
army under the command of the great Hunniades,
meeting the Sultan’s near the Moravia, a river {o
called, a fierce and bloody battle enfued ; wherein
viftory declared for the ‘Chriftians. The Turks
loft forty thoufand men. In thisbattle Scanderbeg,
with his countrymen the Epirots, to whom he had
before communicated his defign (contrary to their
caftom) were the firft who fled, which {o difcou-
raged the Turkifh army, that the rout foon became
univerfal. In this confufion Scanderbeg and his
followers feized the Turkifh fecretary, and having
bound and conveyed him to a private place, com=
pelled him to write an order, as from the Sultan,
to the governor of Croia, to deliver to Scanderbeg,
now appointed governor, the charge of that city.
Their own prefervation compelled them to difpatch
the fecretary ; after which they fet forward with
all poflible expedition, towards Albania. As foon
as they arrived there, Scanderbeg fenthis kinfman
Amafie, a young prince of an enterprifing genius
(though afterwardsa traitor and an apoftate) with his

counterfeit
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eounterfeit credentials to the governor of Croia;
who withodt fufpicion quitted the city, of wiich
Scanderbeg immediatelytook poflefiion. But though
the Turkifh governor was gone, the garrifon re-
mained. Scanderbeg therefore gave fecret orders
to thofe who had followed him from Hungary, 'to
enter thecity by {mall numbers at a time, to prevent
fufpicion; who in the dead of the night, being
joined by the citizens, fell with fuch fury on the
Turks, thatin a few hours thew hole garrifon was
cut off, except fome few who fubmitted to the go-
vernment of Scanderbeg and embraced the Chrif-
tian faith. :

Croia being thus happily recovered, meflengers
were difpatched to all parts of the kingdom to pro-
claim the king, and excite the people to take arms
for the recovery-of their liberty : but fame had al-
ready filled all parts of the country with Scander-
beg’s return and the redu&ionof Croia. 'The Epi-
rots, who had long wifhed for {uch a day, were eve-
ry where in arms afferting their right and taki
vengeance of their opprefiors; and that with fuch
fary, that in a few days there was nota Turk to
be found in Epirus, except in a few garrifons, all
which were foon fubdued. Amurath heard of
Scanderbeg’s revolt and {uccels with the utmoft rage
and indignation, but being embarrafled with the
Hungarian war, affeéted to make light of ir, and
for the prefent fpoke of it as a matter of little con-
fequence.

Scanderbeg being now at leifure, in an affembly
convened for that purpofe, reftored the civil go-
vernment of his kingdom to its former order; and
foon fettling its tranquillity began to think it time
to annoy his enemies; and entering Macedon,
where he met with little oppolition, he made the

Sultan’s
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Sultan’s fubjects pay for the de predations hisown had
fufvred, during their mafter’s ufurpation of his
country. The news of this {o enraged Amurath, thae
though the Hungarian war was not yet ended; he
ordered Alibeg,  a bafla, of whofe conduét and coy-
rage he had a igh opinion, to invade Epiras with
forty thoufand men, to bring Scanderbeg to him ej-
ther alive or dead, and to reduce the whole country
once more to his {ubje®tion. The Epirots, who
Juitly feared falling afecond time into the hands of
the Turks, and terribly alarmed at the prepara.
tions, flocked from all parts of the country to their
king at Croia; whoentertained them with his ufual
chearfulnefs and affability, but without the leaft
fign of fear. The Epirots, who were afterwards
better acquainted with their prince’s conduét and
intrepidity, were furprized to fee him behave in a
manner {o very impmper, as they thoughr, confi-
dering the prefent danger that threatened himfelf
and people. Dut how was their wonder increafed,
when they faw that out of the multitude that at.
téended and offered toferve him, ftrangers as well as
Epirots, he took only eight thoufand horfe, and
feven thoufand foot, (when he might have had twice
that number) and difmiffed the reft. With this
imall army he marched to the lower Dibra, on the
borders of Macedon, ahout eighty miles from
Croia; where, in a narrow pafs, defended by
mountains on one hand, and a wood on the other,
he encamped and waited for the Turkifh army;
upon its approach, he crdered Amafie, with three
thonfand men, to.conceal himfelfin the wood till
the armies fhould be engaged, and then, as
opportunity offered, to attack the Tutks in the
vear. \The bafla did Scanderbeg the juftice to ad-
mire the order of his little army, but conifiding in

his
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his numbers,  came On with great refolution and
affurance of fuccefs. Scanderbeg, at the head of
his troops, with invineible courage fuftained the
attack ; and: beginning the battle himfelf with his
bwn hand made terrible flaughter amongft the
Turks. His foldiers follow he example of their
leader, the Turks were foon put toa fland. Alibeg,
{eeing this, retreated, in hopes shat Scanderbeg
would have followed him into the open country,
where he might by his nemerous army eafily have
encompafled and deftroyed him: butbeing difap-
paintcd by the prudence of Scanderbeg, the Turlks
returned with greater fury than | fore: upon which,
Scanderbeg retreated in his tarn, which dr his
enémy inte the fireight as he d d s where be-
ing attacked by Amalie behind, and Scanderbeg
before, their great num were not only ufelefs,
but haftened their deflru&ion by trampling . one
another to death. Upen this every cne began to
fhife for himfelf, The baffa and {fome few others
efcaped with much difficalty, and left behind him
twenty two thoufand flain, two thoufand prifoners,
twenty- four ftandards, with all his ammunition,
tents, and baggage. This glm'i(ms vitory coft
the Chriftians bat three hundred men. Scanderbeg
having mounted his feven thoufand foot; with
horfes taken from the Turks, entered the Sultan’s
dominions : whichhaving plundered, and with the
{poils greatly enriched his followers, without re-
ferving anything for himfelf, he returned triuvm-
phantly to Crofdir=-

The lofs of thisbattle, with that before men-
tioned, gained by Hunniades, fo reduced the power
of Amurath, that he was forced, though with great
relu@ance, to fue to the Hungarians for a peace ;
which they upon terms, that feemed indeed advan-

;l\,’;COHS
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tageous enough for themfelves, too eafily granted ;
and thereby loft an opportunity which has never
fince returned nor perhaps ever will : for had they
afiifted Scanderbeg with all their forces, initead of
making peace with Amurath, as in juitice and po-
licy they ought to have done, the Turks might in
all probability have been utterly driven out of Eu-
rope, and all the miferies they have fince brought
upon the Chriftian world been prevented. A peace
was however made and folemnly fworn to by Ula-
diflaas king of[—Iungm-yon the Evangelifts, and by
Amurath on the Koran. The old Sultan, ever
melancholy and impatient, grew weary of the
world upon thefe diihppointmcnts, and aftcrrcvcng-
ing himfelf on the king of Caramania, who had
taken the advantage of his troubles to endeavour
to throw off lis yoke, he refigned his crown to his
fon Mahomet, and retired to Magnefia. Julian;
Cardinal St. Angelo, the pope’s legate at the court
of Hungaria, being informed that the Turkifh af-
fairs weré in the utmolt confufion under the govern-
ment of the young Sultan, perfuaded Uladiflaus to
break the peace, and abfolved him from the oath
given to Amurath; or, in other words, gave him a
difpenfation to be perjured. Scanderbeg’s afliftance
was afked ; who being under no obligation to the
contrary, and having refolved to omit no opportu-
nity of diftrefling the commonenemy, raifed an army
of thirty thoufand men, a greater than he ever
broughtintothe field, either before orafter ; defign-
ng to march them through Servia in order to join
the Hungarians ; butProvidence, that purpofed, as
it afterwards appeared, to vindicate its juftice and
make that faithlefs king an inftance of its feve-
rity, prevented Scanderbeg from coming to his af=
fiftance. The defpot of Servia, whofe daughter
Amu-
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Amurath had married; denying him -a paflage,
adifpute arofe, in which the defpot was a {ufferer ;
yet {o much time was loft, thatthe battle of Verna
was fought whilft Scanderbeg was on the borders
of Servia. Thefe dangers roufed Amurath from
his ftapidity. He quitted Magnefia, and re-affu-
med the government; and pafling over from Afia
to Europe witha numerous army, joined his baffa,
and marched to feek the Hungarians. The two
armies met near the city of Verna in Bulgaria,
where a terrible battle enfued, in which Amurath
proved vitorious ; Uladiflaus, the king of Hun-
garia and Poland, loft his life, with two thirds of
his army and the flower of his nobility. Hunnia-
des, thevaliant prince of Tranfilvania, {ometime
after king of Hungaria, very hardly efcaped; and
the pope’s legate, the impious promoter of this
perfidious war, after being firipped and wounded,
and enduring the utmoft indignities and re-
proaches from fome of thofe whom he had feduced,
juftly perithed in the ftorm that he had raifed.

The following circumftance from Knowles’s ac«
count of this battle is too remarkable to be omit-
ted. Amurath feeing the great flanghter of his
men, who were forced to retreat, and even ready
to fly, took the writing out of his bofom, whereig
the late league was comprifed, and holding it
in his hand with his eyes raifed tcwards heaven,
faid ; ¢¢ Behold, thou crucified Chrift, this is the
¢¢ league thy followers have, in thy name, made
with me; which without caufe they have vio-
lated : now if thou art God, as they fay thou
art, revenge the wrong done to thy name and
me; fhew thy power upon this perjured people;
who in their deeds deny thee.”” Amurath, who
was obferved after this battle to be as gloomy and
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difcontented as ever, being afked the caufe, an-
fivered, that he defired no more victories at fuch a
price: and indeed it coft him the greateft part of
his numerous army.

Having given crders for the government of his
empire, he once more retired to Magnefia ; but
his reftlefs mind, and thirft of revenge on Scander-
beg, foon made him weary of this unactive life ;
he quitted his devotions, and returning to Adriano-
ple, took the management of the publick affairs
again into his own hands, to the no fmall mortif-
cation of his ambitious fon, to whom he had a {fe-
cond time committed them. Intent on the de-
firuétion of Scanderbeg, and hoping to ruin him
by a fallacious peace, he fent' Ayradin, aman
of great {ubtlety, as his ambaflador, to Croia. He
carried with him letters from Amurath full of cruel
reproaches, threats, flattery, promifes and artful
infinuations ; caleculated to work upon all the paf-
fions, efpecially ambition and terror; promifing
him, on condition he would return to his obedi.
enceand embrace the Mahometan faith, his eter-
nal friendfhip, with a vaft acceffion of wealth
and power; but threatening him and his, if he
refufed, with utter ruin and extirpation, Scander-
beg, who detefled and defpifed thefe propofals and
him that fent them, difmiffed the ambaflador with
an an{wer that became his own courage and the juf-
tice of his caufe. The Sultan reading it was fo
provoked, that ftroaking his white beard according
to his cuftom when he was angry, he cryed out;
¢ Thou defireft, vain wretch, an honourable death;
¢ well, take thy with; I will attend the funeral
¢ of my fofler-fon : yes, though unbidden, T will
¢ honour in perfon the funeral pomp of the great

2 To
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To keep Scanderbeg employed and walfte his
fiength by degrees, Amurath fent Ferifes with
nine thoufand horfe to the borders of Epirus, while
he himfelf prepared to follow him with his whole
force. Scanderbeg had difmifled his army raifed
for the Hungarian war, and had with him only
his ufual complement, which was one thoufand
fve-hundred foot and twoe thoufand horfe, Feri-
fes attacked him with a great deal of vigour;
and hoping to gain immortal honour and end the
war at once bythe death of .Scanderbeg, with more
courage than prodence, fought for him (where he
was always to be found) in the front of the battle 3
Scanderbeg met and difpatched him by afingle blow
with his fabre in the fight of both armies ; which
fo difheartened the Turks that they took to their
heels, but were fo clofely purfued by the Epirots,
that few of themefcaped to carry the news to Adri-
anople.

The Sultan, who imputed the overthrow of Fe-
tifes to his own ralhnefs, fent Muftapha, a com-
mander not lefs valiant but more prudent, with 2
frefh fupply of troops to the borders of Epiras 3
but charged him not to hazard a battle on any ec-
cafion whatever, but only to harafs the frontiers,
and conftantly retire upon the approach of Scander-
beg; telling him he fhould take it for good fervice
if he fhould hear, that ¢ the treesand fruits of Epirus
e had felt the effects of his anger.” Muftaphafo well
obferved his orders, that having ftrongly intrenched
his army on the mountains that part Macedon
from Epirus, he from thence by fmall parties fent
forth from time to time grievoully infefted the coan-
try; burning the villages, deftroying the vineyards,
and doing all the mifchief in their power. Scan-
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derbeg had too much love for his fuffering people,
as well as regard for his own honour, to hear of
thefe devaftations with patience. He did every
thing that policy could fuggeft to draw them from
theirentrenchment ; but finding all attempts of this
kind ineffeétual, he refolved, if poflible, to drive
them out by force ; which he thus cffefted. Scan-
derbeg obferving a fmall party of Turks foraging,
according to their daily practice, at fome diftance
from their camp, furprized them with four thoufand
horfe and one thoufand foot, and drove them to their
trenches ;which his troops entering with the fugitives,
the whole camp was initantly filled with terror and
confufion. 'The Chriftians, provoked with the
ruin of their country, made dreadful havock of
the Turks. Muftapha, feeing all was loft, efcaped
by the port neareft to Macedon. Five thoufand
Turks fell on the {pot, and the reft fled ; many of
whom being afterwards found in Epirus were either
killed or made prifoners.

Notwithftanding thefe triumphs, Scanderbeghad,
like other great and good men, his portion of af-
flition. Amafie; his kinfman, feduced by “the
flattery of Amurath and his own ambition, defert-
ed his caufe and fled to Adrianople ; where he em-
braced Mahometanifm,and was ever after a conceal-
ed traitor or an open enemy to Scanderbeg. Lech
Zachary; who poffefled a {mall territory in Alba-
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nia under the proteétion of Scanderbeg, who was

by covenant to {ucceed him if he died without if-
fue, being bafely murdered by his unnatural kin{-
man, Lattucagne ; the Venetians, upon {fome fri-
volous pretences, ‘claimed partof this inheritance,
and {eizing upon the city Dayna, which lay con-
venient for them, fortified it againft Scanderbeg.
Upon
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Upon this a war enfued, in which Scanderbeg had
grcatly the advantage. He {ubdued almoit the
whole province of Scutaria, and defeated an army
of the Venetians near the river Dryne, took many
prifoners, and amongft them fome of great emi-
nence, butfhed as little blood as poflible.  As this

* wasa war into which he was forced againft his in-

clination; and in which conqueft itfelf gave him
no pleafure, he was ever ready to end it upon ho~
nourable terms ; which he did as {oon as they were
offered.

During the war Muftapha obtaining another ar-
my of the Sultan, returned into Epirus and met
with worfe fuccefs than before. He now loft ten
thonfand men,with his own liberty and that of twelve
principal officers, whofe ranfom coft Amurath twen-
ty five thoufand ducats and many valuable prefents 5
which with the plunder of the Turkifh camp and
the contributions raifed in Macedon, greatly
enriched the Epirots. This vi&tory coft Scanderbeg
only three hundred men.

'Amurath having again defeated Hunniades, in
a batgle which lafted three days, on the plains of
Coflova, refolved to go againft Scanderbeg in per-
fon, and execute the vengeance with which he had
{o long threatened him ; for this purpofe he affem-
bled an army at Adrianople of one hundred and
fixty thoufand men, Scanderbeg, who had early
information of his proceedings, and forefaw
where the ftorm would fall, prepared for his de-
fence. - He ordered thofe who lived in the open
country in farms and villages to quit their habi-
tations and take with them every thing that was
moveable ; the reft he entirely deftroyed, that
Chfi enemy, on their arrival, might have no-
thing to {fubfift on. The women and children,
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and fuch as infirmities and old age had rendered
ufelefs, were fentinto fortified places in the remo.
telt parts of the kingdom ; or into the Venetian o
other neighbouring Chriftian dominions, where
they remained till che danger was over. 'This, hoyw.
ever neceflary, was very grievous.to the Epirots,
It was a moving {cene to fee aged parents taking
leave of their children and affeétionate wives of
their hufbands, almoft defpairing ever to fee them
again : fo terrible were their apprehenfions of the
Sultan’s power. They had now long enjoyed, un-
der their indulgent and fortunate king, libery,
{afety and profperity: he indeed had perpetual

wars, but wars more' advantageous to his people |
than peaceitfelf. All thefe bleflings they thought |
muft now be loft; fome perhaps feared for them- |

felves, but all trembled for their king and country,
Scanderbeg alone was himfelf on this occafion:
he Jaboured for their prefervation without partaking
of their fears; he ordered -the fortifications of
Croia to be repaired and improved: and fending
thence all who might be ufelefs or burthenfome, he
fupplied it with provifions and ammunitien for
twelve mouths, added one thoufand three hundred
men to the inhabitants for its defence, and ap-
pointed Uranaconties governor, a man every way
equal to fo important a truft. Of all that were
able to bear arms he chofe only ten thoufand men,
with which {fmall army he remained in the open
country and fent the reft to defend the cities, and
other defenfible places in his dominions. Amu-
rath, who travelled {low by reafon of his great
age, fent forty thoufand light horfe before him t0
befiege Setigrade on the borders of Macedon,
‘the {econd city for frenigth in Epirns; whillt he
himfelf followed with the bulk of hisarmy. The

Turks
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Turks were no fooner encamped before that city,
but Scanderbeg cut off two thoufand of them, to
give them atafte of what entertainment they were
to expect in Epirus. A few days after Amurath
arrived and befieged the city with his whole force,
but with no appearance of fuccefs, being repulfed
with great lofs in all his attacks. Atlength avil-
lain poifoned the fountain which fupplied the whole
city with water, which obliged the garrifon to fur-
render. Amurath, as he promifed, bountifully
rewarded the traitor, but had him fecretly made
away with foon after,

The Sultan, having once more recruited his ar-
my, prepared for the fiege of Croia; mot doubt-
ing but that the reduétion ef the capital would
be followed by the fubmiffion of the whole king-
dom. Croiais fituated on an afcent in the plain
of Tyranna, and in two places only acceflible,
being everywhere elfe defended by impregnable
rocks. The numerous troopsof Amurath not only
blocked up the city, but covered the plains to the
mountains of Tumeneftra, where Scanderbeg lay
with his forces to obferve the enemy. The Sultan,
who knew his vigilance, firlt took care to fortify
his own camp and then fummoned the city : but re-
ceiving a refolute anfwer from the governor, he
mounted his cannon and battered the walls with
fuch fury, that a breach was foon made. = Encou-
raged by this fuccefs he commanded his troops to
an affault, but was forced, after the lofs of eight
thoufand Janiffaries, to retreat with fhamé and
confufion to oppofe Scanderbeg, who had entered
the trenches, fired the camp in feveral places, and
with dreadful havock and confufion drove all be-
fore him. The old Sultan, being deeply affeed
with the diftractions ofPhis people, gave himfelf
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up a prey to melancholy. The whole army was
difpirited : the council and officers, more anxious
for their mafter’s life than the fuccefs of the war,;
negletted every thing but the care of his perfon.
His fon Mahomet only, who gave early proofs of his
favage ‘difpofition, drove the unwilling foldiers to
the breach, where they were flaughtered on heaps
without gaining the leaft advantage, and many re-
ceived their death from the hand of that cruel
prince for flying to avoid it. Scanderbeg, who
never flept above two hours at a time during
this fiege, and even then armed, with his horfe
and weapons by him, gave the Turks no reft
night or day, but, by aflaulting them fometimes in
one place and fometimes in another, kept them in
perpetual fear. Mahomet burning with rage left
the trenches with a great number of troops, refolv-
ing at all events to afcend the mountains, and en-
gage his enemy there. Scanderbeg, who never
failed of the beft intelligence, being informed of
this, left five hundred men with an able officer to
guard the paffage, which they did fo effectually
that Mahomet fpenta great deal of time and loft
abundance of men to no purpofe. Scanderbeg in
the mean while with eight thoufand men marched
round to the oppofite fide of the Turkifh camp,
where he was leaft expeted, and forcing theirtren-
ches made fuch terrible flaughter of the enemy
that their former loffes feemed nothing in compari-
fon to this. Mahomet, who had no reafon to boaft
of his fuccefs, hearing this returned with his troops
to oppofe Scanderbeg and fave the reft of the camp,
being purfued by the five hundred Epirots to his
very entrance into the trenches ; which Scander-
beg then quitted, having prevented Mahon"tet’ﬁ de-
fign, defiroyed a vaft number.of his enemies, and

< plundered their camp without the lofs of one fin-
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gleman on his own fide. The leaft alarm, or even
he name of Scanderbeg, which the Epirots fre-
quently made ufe of in their attacks to terrify their
enemies, was now {fufficient to firike a panick
through the Ottoman army and put the whole
camp into confufion. Inftead of battering the
city, they placed their cannon on the lines that
encompafled their camp to defend themfelves ; but
this availed them little, for Scanderbeg continued
to infeft and deftroy them almoft at his pleafure.
To add to their misfortunes, their provifions began
to fail them. To remedy this evil, Amurath fent
to Defia, a city of the Venetians; where for his
money kiis agents were furnifhed with a2 great quan-
tity of provifions ; but Scanderbeg intercepted the
convoy and fentit all to his own camp, leaving the
Sultan tof{upply himfelf from his own dominions
or where elfe he could. Amurath, to leave no
means unattempted to: make himfelf mafter of
Croia, ordered it to be undermined ; but the rock
on which the city was founded, could not be fuffici-
ently penetrated. He thentried to corrupt the go-
vernor, or raife a mutiny in the city by the force of
his bribes ; but being difappointed in both, he was
prevailed upon to offer peace, defiring only a {mall
yearly tribute to fave his honour : but Scanderbeg
abfolutely refufing, he abandoned himfelf to defpair,
tore his white beard and curfed his deftiny, thathad
referved him to this fhame in his old age. He
would fometimes boaft of his former glory, and
count over the battles he had fought and the vic-
tories he had gained, and fo aggravate his prefent
miferies by the memory of his paft trinmphs. Find-
ing himfelf near his end he fent. for his {fon and the
chief officers of hisarmy, towhom he complained
bitterly, and with many tears, of his hard fortune in

] being:
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being compelled to refign his breath in an obfcure
country and in the fight of anenemy; and turning
towards his fon, intreated him to revenge his death,
After which being fpeechlefs he ftruggled for fome
time in extreme agonies, and{o expired. The Sul-
tan’sfate determined the fiege of Croia. Mahomet
with his broken and dejected troops took the fhort-
eft way out of Epirus ; but being clofely purfued
by Scanderbeg, who treated them after his ufual
manner, that miferable army was much more re-
duced before they entered their new mafter’s do-
minions. What thankfgiving to the Giver of Vic-
tory, what praifes of their king’s wifdom and mag-
nanimity, what mutual congratulations on their
deliverance filled the mouths and hearts of the
Epirots on this occafion we need not defcribe: the
thoughts of every reader, who knows the value of
liberty, will more than {upply that omiffion.

Scanderbeg, now at leifure, to the great joy of
his fubjetts, married the daughter of Aranthes Co-
nino, prince of Durazzo; a lady of incomparable
beauty, and adorned with every pofiible virtue in
its higheft perfe@tion. After which, accompanied
with his fair queen, he vifited every part of his
Jingdom tocomfort and glad the hearts of his peo-
ple, whofe delight he juitly was, after their affliéti-
ons. In his progrefs he adminiftered juftice with
mercy ; and indeed o prudent was his government
at all times, that during his whole reign, except
when the Turks infefled the country, perfons loaded
with gold might have travelled from one end of
Epirus to the other without being molefted. He
was fo far from opprefling his fubje&ts, that it be-
came a proverb amongft the neighbouring princes,
that the Turks dominionsare Scanderbeg’s reve-
nues.

Maho-
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Viahomet, who fucceeded his father, proved a
very victorious but a very impious prince. His
mother, the daughter of the Defpot of Servia, was
a2 Chriftian; and it was thought by fome, that he
would be a favourer of that religion, but he de-
ceived their expeftations and profeffed Mahometa-
pifm, but was fecretly a contemner of both. Am-
bition was his God, and his praftice was fuitable
to his faith. He conquered the two empires of
Conftantinople and Trapezond, twelve kingdoms,
and five hundred cities, and was therefore called
Mahomet the Great. And yet this mighty con-
queror, during the life of Scanderbeg, couldnéver
fubdue Epirus, nor any part of it, nor even keep
the city of Setigrade, which was recovered from
the Turks foon after the death of Amurath, Not
that he was wanting in his endeavours ; he had no-
thing more at heart: all his acquificions coft him
lefs perhaps than his unfuccefsful attempts upon
this little kingdom . After he was eftablifhed in his
throne he had almoft continual wars with Scander-
beg: he tried flattery as wellas force, and invited
that prince to his court under pretence of love and
admiration of his perfon and courage, and a defire
to fee him and renew their former acquaintance.
He twice invaded Epirus in perfon, each time with
two hundred thouland men; but was both times
forced to return with infinite fhame and lofs. Nay
he defcended to the meaneft and worft of villanies ;
he hired two traitorsto afaffinate Scanderbeg, who,
tothe eternal infamy of their abettors, were difco-
vered and juftly punifhed.

If any thing can be more wonderful than the
attions of this great man’s life, it is that he fhould
be preferved amidft fo many dangers to which his
own courage and the malice of his enemies conti-
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nually expofed him, to die in peace. Being with
his wife and fon at Lyfla, he was attacked with a vi-
olent fever; and apprehending it to be mortal, he
recommended to the princes his confidents, and
the Venetian ambaflador, unanimity and the care
of hisfon, who was then in his minority, and to
whom he gave much excellent advice : but above
all things charged him, ‘if he fhould live to under-
take the government of his kingdom, {o to rule as
to be rather beloved than feared by his fubjeds;
whofe fidelity to himfelf he praifed, and for whom
he exprefled the greateft affe®ion. While Scan-
derbeg was thus fetting his houfe in order and pre-=
paring for death with the piety of a Chriftian, and
the refolution of a hero; news was brought him
that the Turks had entered the dominions of the
Venetians, Upon which, dying as he was, he
rofe and called for his armour; but the frength of
his body not an{wering the vigor of his mind, he
fainted, and was by his weeping attendants carried
again to his bed, Recovering his fpeech he bid
his officers haften to the afliffance of his friends,
and tell the T'arks, that ¢ he was detained for the
¢¢ prefent at Lyfla, but that he would be with them
¢ to-morrow.” Thefe words of Scanderbeg, fpo-
ken in his weaknefs before he had recovered the per-
fect ofe of his reafon, being reported by his offi-
cers, reached the Turkifh camp that evening, and
filled it with fuch terror, that expecting every mo-
ment to be attacked, the whole army remained all
nicht under arms, and at the approach of day
qﬁ:itted their ftation and fled as if Scanderbeg had
been indeed at their heels, to the mountains of
Scutaria, where the greater part of them miferably
peri thed. While the 'I_‘urks were H)'ing when none
purfued, with fervent devotion and perfet refigna-
tion
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tion to the divine pleafure Scanderbeg died. Iis
affiited kingdom and Chriftian confederates fuf-
tained. this irreparable lofs on the 17th of January
1467, inthe 63d year of 1'_|is age. He was interred
with great magnificence 1n the cathedral church
of St. Nicholas at Lyffa. This city about nine
years after was taken by the Turks ; who, though
they hated him living, with much reverence took
up “his bones ; which with great ccm}cmion (every
one ftriving for a part though ever fo fmall) they
divided amongft them ; and after every one had fet
his portion in filver or gold, d adorned 1t with
jewels according, to his fancy or abi ity, they fuper-
ftitioufly wore them as facred charms or amulets
againt cowardice and ill fortune.

Scanderbeg was of a fair complexion ; his fea-
tures regular, andhis countenance manly and ma-
jeftic, In fhort, _his face was perfettly handiome
without the lealt unbecoming {ofty Hi e
was high, his limbs proportionably large and ex-
quifitely well made. His ¢ itution nat ly
good, was foimproved by ter ind exercife,
that he could bear the extremeit v itudes of heat
and cold and the grculci’t labour without any appa-
rent inconveniency.  His ftrength was wonderful ;
of which we have in feveral authors many furpri-
fing inftances: as his cutting two men afunder
with a fingle ftroke of his fcimitar; hiscleaving a
man at one blow from head to chine; his cutting
through head pieces of iron; 'his killing a wild
boar at one ftroke, and cutting off' the head of a
wild and fierce buffalo at another, {9c. Mahomet
the Great, hearing of thefe and otherinftances of
the like nature, defired to fce Scanderbeg’s fcimitar,
imagining there muft be fomething extraordinary
in it ; but finding it like others, he complained
that Scanderbeg had deceived him, whohad{ent him

word,
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word, that “¢ hewas ready atany time to convinee
¢ him of thegoodnefs of his weapon, but then it
¢¢ muft be in his own hand, whichhe could not-yet
“¢ {pare from the defence of himfelf and his coun-
Lo o e

The excellency of his mind, his furprizing ge-
nias and exalted virtue, are fo vifible not only in
the whole courfe but almoft every aétion of his life,
that it 1s only repetition to fay he was pious, wile,
liberal, juft and merciful, cantious, not foon of-
fended and eafily appeafed. Of his forgiving tem-
per take this inflance. A kinfman of his, who
had bafely betrayed his counfels and joined with his
enemies the Turks, after fome time returned ; and
with a halter about his neck threw himfelf at his
feet : Scanderbeg not only raifed him from the
ground and embraced him with great tendernefs,
but immediately reftored him to his former com-
mand and fhare in hisconfidence and favour.  That
his judgment was perfect in his youth without the
help of experience, witnefs his conduét under Amu-
rath and his artful recovery of his native domini-
ons: and that time did not in the leaft abate the
ardor of his courage, we have the ftrongeft proof
{rom his behavious when in the article of death. It
is afferted from the undoubted evidence of thofe
who {erved under him, that in his wars with the
Turks be killed above three thoufand of them with
his own hands, and that his troops were never de-
feated in any battle in which he was prefent. He
did not ufe tofay to his foldiers, goon, butfollow
me. In battle he excrted himfelfwith fuch violence,
that the blood has been feen to burfl from hismouth
and other parts of his face. He was never known
to retreat from a fingle advesfary but once; and
that in the fellowing manner. Scanderbeg giving
fome
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fome orders to his army, a private foldier, with
more petulance perhaps than malice, contradicted
him; which he fo refented as to draw his fabre 5
upon which the fellow rode away as faft as he could
and Scanderbeg after him, till they came to the
brink of a river; when the foldier turned about
and drawing his fabre, told Scanderbeg ¢ that he
¢« was forry to oppofe his prince, but nature bid
¢ him defend his life:” 'This refpectfnl but refo-
late behaviour fo charmed Scanderbeg, that he re-
tired and told the foldier, ¢¢ he had much rather
¢ have fuch a man for his friend than enemy,”
and returning with him to the camp immediately
advanced and efteemed him ever after. Profperity
never made him vain, nor adverfity dejefted: he
had learned both how to want and how to abound.
He had no ambition, no avarice, no luxirious ap-
petite to gratify : he fought not for pow but liber-
ty;; he fpoiled hisenemies to hamble them, and to
{ubfit his own people, not to- enrich him{felf.
When his affairs would permit he kept a fumptuous
table for his officers and friends; but he himfelfeat
but once a day, and that but {paringly. He never
flept more than five hours in the twenty-four, and
intimes of danger would fatisfy himfelf with two.
His {oldiers were richly habited, but their king
generally very plain, but upon proper accafions he
would appear dreft and attended with the utmoft
magnificence.

THE
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