Landesbibliothek Oldenburg

Digitalisierung von Drucken

A Collection Of Poems In Six Volumes. By Several Hands

Dodsley, Robert
London, 1758

Advice to a Lady.

urn:nbn:de:gbv:45:1-1908

Visual \\Llibrary



[ 411
" May you, my friend, by his example taught,
View all the giddy feene with fober thought ;
Undazzled every glittring folly fee,
And in the midit of lavith forms be free ;
In its own center keep your fteddy mind 3
Let Prudence guide you, but let Honour bind ;
Tu fhow, in manners, att the Courtier’s part;

But be 2 Country-gentleman at heart.
%%%‘%%%%%%%%%%%—%%%%%%%%%%%%%
AV 1 CE-tod LA-D.Y,

By the Same. 1731.

H E counfels of a friend, Belinda, hear,
Too roughly kind to pleafe a Lady’s ear,
Unlike the flatt’ries of a lover’s pen,
Such truths as women feldom learn from men.
Nor think I praife you ill, when thus I fhew
What female Vanity might fear to know :
Some merit’s mine, to dare to be fincere,
But greater your’s, fincerity to bear.

Hard is the fortune that your fex attends 3
Women, like Princes, find few real friends :
All who approach them their own ends purfue :
Lovers and Minifters are feldom true.

Hence




Hence oft from Reafon heedlefs Beauty ftrays,
And the moft trufted Guide the moft betrays :
Hence by fond dreams of f fancy’d PoOw’r amus’d,
When moft you tyrannize you’re moft abusd,
What is your fex’s earlieft, lateft care,
Your heart’s fupreme ambition ? To be fair :
For this the toilet ev’ry thought employs,
Hence all the toils of drefs, and all the joys :
For this, hands, lips, and eyes are put to fchool,
And each inflrufted feature has its rule :
And yet how few have learnt, when this is giv’n,
Not to difgrace the partial boon of heay’ n?
How few with all thejr pride of form can"move ?
How few are lovely, that were made for love ?
Do you, my fair, endeavour to poflefs
An elegance of mind as well as drefs ;
e that your ornament, and kuow to pleafe
By grateful Nature’s unaffedied eafe,
Nor make to dang’rous Wit a vain Ppretence,
But wifely reft content with modeft Senfe ;

For wit, like wine, intoxicates the brain,
3

Too ftrong for feeble women to {fuftain ;
Of thofe who claim it, more than half have none,
And half of thofe who have it, are undone.
Be {hll fuperior to your fex’s arts,

or think Difhonefty a proof of Parts ;

ou the plﬁincﬂ is the wifeft rule,

A Cunning Woman is

a Kxavisa Foor,
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Be good yourfelf, nor think another’s fhame
Can raife your merit, or adorn your fame.
Prudes rail at whores, as ftatefmen in difgrace
At minifters, becaufe they wifh their place.
Virtue is amiable, mild, ferene,

Without all beanty, and all peace within :
The honour of a prade is rage and ftorm,
*Tis uglinefs in its moft frightful form :
Fiercely it ftands defying gods and men,
As fiery monfters guard 2 giant’s den.

Seek to be good, but aim not to be great s
A woman’s nobleft ftation is Retreat 5
Her faireft virtues fl
Domeftick worth, that fhuns too ftrong a light.

v from publick fight,

To rougher man Ambition’s tafl refign :
"Tis ours in Senates or in Courts to {hine,
To labour for a funk corrupted ftate,
Or dare the rage of envy, and be great,
One only care your gentle breafts fhould move,
Th’ important bufinefs of your life is Love 3
To this great point direft your conftant aim,
"This makes yous Happinefs, and this your Fame.
Be never cool referve with paflion join’d ;
With caution chufe ; but then be fondly kind.
The {elfifh heart, that but by halves is giv'n,
Shall find no place in Love’s delightful heav’n 5
Here fweet extremes alone can truly blefs.
The virtue of a lover is exezfs.

A maid
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A maid unafk’d may own a well-p]

ac’d flame,
Not loving fir2,

but loving wrong 1s thame,
Contemn the little pride cfgiving pain,
Nor think that conqueft juftifies difdain ;
Short is the period OFinfulting Pow’r ;
Offended Cupid finds his vengeful hour,
Soon will refume the empire which he gave,
And foon the Tyrant fhall become the Slave,
Bleft is the maid, and worthy to be bleft,

Whofe foul entire by him fhe loves poflefs’d,

Feels ev’ry vanity in fondnefs loft,

And afks no pow’r, but that ofplc:lﬁng moft ;

Her’s is the blifs in Juft return to prove
The honeft warmth of undiffembled Love 3
For her, inconftant man might ceafe to range,
And Gratitude forbid Defire to change.

But Ieft harfh Care the lov

er’s peace dcih'oy,
And roughly blight the tend

er buds of joy,
Let Reafon teach what Paflion fain wouw’d hide,

That Hymen’s bands by Prudence fhould be ty’d.
Venus in vain the wedded pair woul

d crown,
If angry Fortune on their union fro

wn
Soon will the flatt’ring dream of blifs be o’er,
And cloy’d imagination cheat no more.

Then waking to the fenfe of lafting pain,

With mutual tears the nuptial couch they ftain ;
And that fond love, which fhould afford relief,

Does but increafe the anguifh of their grief ;

While
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While both could eafier their own forrows bear;
Than the fad knn\\flcdge of each other’s care.
Yet may you rather feel that virtuous pain,
Than fell your viclated charms for gain ;
Than wed the wretch whom you defpife, or hate,
For the vain glare of ufelefs wealth or ftate.
The moit abanden’d proftitutes are they,
YWho not to Love, but Av’rice fall a prey:
Nor aught avails the fpecious name of WiIrFE 3
A maid fo wedded, is a Wrowe For Lire.
Ev’n in the happieft choice, where fav'ring Heav'n
Has equal love, and eafy fortune giv’n,
Think not, the hufband gain’d, that all is done ;
The prize of Happinefs muft ftill be won ;
And oft, the carelefs find it to their coft,
The Lover in the Huyfband may be loft;
The Graces might alone his heart allures
They and the Virtues meeting muft fecure.
Let ev’n your Prudence wear the pleafing drefs
OF care for him, and anxious fendernefs.
From kind concern about his weal, or woe,
Let each domeftick duty feem to flow ;
The Houszorp Sceprre if he bids you bear,
Male it your pride his fervant to appear ;
Endearing thus the common aé&s of life,
"The Miffre/s ftill fhall charm him in the Wifz;
And wrinkled age fhall unobferv’d come on,

Before his eye perceives one beauty gone :
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