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MOGUL EMPIRE,

Its decline, in the Reign of MAHUMMUD
SHAw, to the Prefent Times.

SaB G T N T

General Obfervations.---The Succeflion, from Axpar to
3

Manvmmup Suaw. The erowing Imbecillity of the

2 2 X
E r11pi|'e.—~—(}0vr-,-r110rs of the Provinces afifume Inde-
pendence. «Their Intrigues at the Court of Delhi.---
The Invafion of Napir Spaw.

- AHUMMUD CASIM FERISHTA, the author of
M the preceding hiftory, finithes his account of the

kings of Delhi with the death of Akbar, The tran{-
lator is {till in hopes of being able to procure original ‘and au-
thentic hiftories of the empire of Hindoftan, from that period

down to the prefent times, He, therefore, will not break in
You. II. dppendix, - e upon
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HISTORY OF THE DECLINE

upon his defign of giving, fome time or other, to the public, 2
complete hiftory of the TEIENS of the poi’cerit}r of Timur in India,
by retailing the, very imperfmi’t accounts already publithed in

Lurope.

But as, ito- tranflate from the Perfian language is a tafk of labor
and difficulty, his engaging further, in works of this kind, will
depend. entirely upon the reception the public fhall give to his
firft.attempt in that way.  If he fhall find that he is not capable
to acquit himfelf, in fome degree, to the fatisfaction of the world,
he will, in prudence, lay down his pen; and leave that ficld to
men of greater abilities, who may hereafter turn their thoughts
to the fubject.

The tranfa&ions of the court of Delhi, fince the invafion of
Nadir Shaw, are very little known in the Weft. They have not,
even in Afia, been hitherto committed to writing; and if the
prefent confufions of the Mogul empire fhall long continue, it is
probable the memory of them will die with thofe who were
principally concerned in them. ‘This ‘confideration has induced
the tranflator of Ferifhta’s hiftory, to throw together the moft
material events, which happened in the empire, fince the memo-
rable irruption of the Perfians, in the year 1738. He derives his
authority, for fome of the fads, from a Perfian manufcript, now
in his hands, concerning fix years of the reign of Mahummud
Shaw ; and as to the reft, he principally follows a thort fketch of
the affairs of the empire, given to him in writing, by his intimate
friend the Rai Raidn, fecretary of ftate to the prefent mogul.

To continue: the line of connection, between the preceding
hiftory and the reign of Mahummud Shaw, who fat upon the
throne of Delhi when the invafion of Nadir Shaw happened, ‘it

may not be improper; juft to mention the fucceffion of the kings,
from




OF THE MOGUL EMPIRE.

from Akbar to that period.
confulting the moft authentic Perfian hiftories, the author of thiis
account finds himfelf obliged to differ from all the European
writers, who have treated on the fubje&, with regard to the du-

It is neceffary. to obferve, that, after

ration of moft of the reigns,

Upon the death of Akbar, his fon Selim afcended the throne,
in Agra, upon Thurfday the 2oth of Jemmad ul Sani, in the
1014 year of the Higera. He, upon his acceffion; aflumed the
title of JEmANGIRE, and reigncd twenty-two years, nine months,
and tub::*nty days, with much more reputation and fiaccefs than
His death hap-
pened upon Sunday the 28th of Siffer, in the 1037 year of the
Higera.

could have been expected of fo weak a prince.

SuLTAN KurruM, the third fon of Jehangire, mounted the
throne at Agra, upon the 8th of Jemmad ul Sani, in the year
1037, and, under the title of Suaw JEman, reigned thirty-two
years, three months, and twenty days. He was depofed by his
third fon, the famous Aurungzebe, who dated the commence-
ment of his reign, from the firft of Ramzan, in the 1069 of the
Higera. Aurungzebe, upon his acceflion, took the name of
Allumgire *.

ALLUMGIRE, having reigned ffty years, two months, and
twenty-eight days, died, in a very advanced age, at Ahmednagur,
in the Decan, upon Friday the 28th of Zicada, in the 1119 of
the Higera.

#* Though Shaw Jehan was confined during the time his four rebellious fons,
Dara Shekoh, Sultan Suja, Auvrunpzebe; and Morad Bukih, contended for the
crown, yet as Aurungzebe prevailed over his brothers, and dated his reign from
the year 1069y we have included the time of the civil wars in the reign of his
father, :

*A 2 Mahummud
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HISTORY:L OF ' THE DECLINE

Mahumimud Mauzim, Aurungzebe's fecond {fon, fucceeded
hi¢ father in the throne, under the title of BAHADAR SHAW.
He died, after a {hort reign of four years and eleven months,
and was fucceeded by his eldeflt fon, Moaz ul Dien.

Moaz ul Dien, under the title of JERANDAR SHAW, reigned
eighteen months. Some writers do not include him in the {fuc-
ceflion of kings, as the fucceeding emperor, the fon of Azim ul
Shaw, the fecond fon of Bahadar Shaw, under the name of Fir-
rochfere, dated his reign from the death of  his grandfather.

F1RROCHSERE, according to his own computation, reigned fix
years. He was blinded, and afterwards put to death, by the two
Seips, upon the 12th of Jammad ul Sani, in the r130 of the

Higera.

Rarrein vl DiryaT, the fon of Raffeih ul Shaw, the third
{on ‘of Bahadar Shaw, was raided to the throne, by the ambitious
Seids; and after a nominal reign of three months, .was put to
death by the fame faction, by whofe intereft he had obtained the
crown.---His brother RAFFEIH UL DowraT fucceeded him;

but he died in a few days.

ManumMmuDd Suaw, the fon of Jehan Shaw, and grandfon of
Bahadar Shaw, acceded to the throne of Delhi, in the month of
Shawal of the year 1130 of the Higera.--—-Mahummud Shaw,
having rid himfelf of the two Seids, Abdalla Chan, and Hafien
Chan, who had fo long tyrannized in the empire, raifing and de-
pofing kings at pleafure, gave himfelf wholly up to indolence,
and the enervating pleafures of the Haram. The diftractions, betore
Mahummud’s acceflion, oceafioped principally by the ambition
of the Seids,” gave the firft mortal wound to the Mogul empirey
under which it has ever fince languithed. Moft of the Omzahs,
either




OF THE MOGUL EMPIRE.

cither envying or dreading the power of the Seids, formed
ambitious fchemes of independence in their refpective provinces,
which the aparent debility of the regal authority very much
favored. '

Cuttulich Chan, who, as Nizam ul muluck, commanded all the
provinces of the Decan, being fenfible of the weaknefs of
Maliunimud, ' maintained a great ftanding army, under a pretence
of keeping the unfubdued Hindoo Rajas and Mahrattor * chiefs
in awe.._ But the real’ defign of this force was to found an inde-
pendent kingdom for the Nizam in the Decan, as Haffen Caco
Bemeni had done in the reign of Tuglick Shaw { o

To facilitate his ambitious views, the Nizam ul muluck
began to extend his power in the Decan, by the reduétion of the
neighbouring Rajas. Though the revenues of his government
muit have been very confiderably increafed by thefe conquetts;
he remitted none to the Delhi; and, at the fame time, to weaken
the empire, he encouraged, or at leaft, permitted the Mahrattors
to make hoftile incurfions into-the interior provinces. Thefe ir-
regular marauders ravaged the kingdoms of Malava, Narvar,

Bi

1ana and Ajmere, in fuch a-manner,- that no revenues could be
paid by the unfortunate inhabitants.

The weak Mahummud, inftead of checking this infolence by
the {word, difgraced the dignity of the houfe of Timur, by
fubmitting to become, in a manner, tributary to thefe defpicable
banditti. = He agreed to pay them the Chout, or fourth part of
the revenues of thofe provinces, which had been fubjeét to their

% Thefe are they, who are known in Europe, under the d isfigured name of
Marattoes.

+ This Haffen Caco meunted the throne at Kilbirga in the Decan, which city
he called from himfelf, Haflea-abad, upon the 24th of Ribbi ul Achir, in the
748 of the Higera, He affumed the title' of fultan’ Alla ul Dicn.
depre-

7
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HISTORY OF THE DECLINE

depredations:: -From: this pufillanimous canduét of Mahummud,
e may: date -the irretrievable. decline of the Mogul empire,
That opinion, which {fupports government in every country, was
now deftroyed an India; and each petty chieftain began to ftart
into a prince, as he had nothing to fear froma guvcrmnent which
had betrayed fuch evident fymptams of timidity.

Chan Dowran Sumfam ul Dowla was, at this time, Amir ul
Omtah, or: captain-general of the empire. As the offices of
paymafter-general and commander in chief of the troops are
injudicioufly joined in one perfon, in Hindoftan, Chan Dewran had
fich an influence in the ftate, that he engrofled to himfelf all the
minifterial power. He left, in {hort, nothing but their names in
the government to the king and his vigier, Kimmir ul Dien Chan,

Chan Dowran was fly, artful, infinuating; of an adtive and
intriguing difpofition ; in appearance afiuming no authority,
when, at the fame time, he direéted every thing. He executed,
in public, as by the king's orders, whatever he himfelf had
refolved upon in private. ~As the indolent Mahummud was even
averfe to the trouble of thinking, the fuggeftions of this artful
Omrah, who was full of plaufibility, and prompt to execute
whatever he advifed, were always grateful to the royal ear. The
captain-general, though perfonally brave, permitted his mafter’s
authority to be daily infulted by defpicable enemies. He forefaw
that to take the field, without the king, would probably put an
end to his influence over him; for he knew that the difpofition
of Mahummud was fickle and inconftant; and apt to be fwayed
to any thing, by every artful perfon near him.

Dowran made many unfuccefsful attempts to perfuade Ma-
hummud to accompany him to the field. The diflolute monarch

was not to be removed from the luxurious indolence of the
4 palace.
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palace. " The Mahrattors, in the mean' time, continued their
inroads., They ravaged the province of Gugzerat, and raifed
the Chout as far as the Indus. They returned back from that
river, by the way of Ajmere and Biana, and fpread their devafta-
tions to the very gates of Agra.

The captain-general, though much againft his inclination,
found himfelf obliged to march againft thefe plunderers. - But,
inftead of chaftifing them, he inglorioufly promifed to pay them
the Chout, upon condition they fhould immediately evacuate the
provinces.

The barbarians, gaining courage by this fubmiffion, and truft-
ing very little to promifes’extorted by fear, from Dowran, croffed
the Jumna, near Calpee, with'a defign to plunder the province
of Oud. ' Sadit Chan,’ who then pofiefled that fubathip, oppofed
them, between the rivers in the diftrict of Korah, and gave them
a total defeat. They fled to Feridabad near Delhi, whither they
were clofely purfued by Sadit, who had, on'his way, joined the
mnperial army under Dowran.

Before the united armies under Dowran ‘and Sadit came up,
the Mahrattors made an attempt to plunder Delhi. They
were oppofed, without the walls, by ‘two imperial Omrahs,
Haflen Chan and Amir Chan, the former of whom was Ikilled
in the adtion. The Mahrattors had now pofiefled themfelves of
the fuburbs, when Kimmir the vizier, coming up with an army,
put them to flight. But notwithftanding thefe repeated defeats,
the Mahrattors found means to retreat, with a great’ booty to
the Decan.

The king and his minifters, finding that'the Nizam of the
Decan favored the incurfions of the Mahrattors, devifed many
fchemes
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fchemes: tof inveigle him' to’court; that they might deprive him
cither' ‘of his life ‘or government. © The crafty Nizam,. pene-
trating into their defigns, conceived an implacable refentment
againft Chan: Dowran, 'who, he knew, was at the bottom. of
the whole affair. « But as the empire, notwithftanding its grow-
ing imbecillity, was ftill fufficiently ftrong to reduce the Nizam,
had he broke forth in open rebellion, he thought it moft prudent
to.obey the royal command. |1 He, however, previoufly, ftrength-
ened his interefk at conrt, by a eoalition with many great Omrahs,
who were difgufted with the infolence of Dowran.

Cuttulich Chan, having taken a ftep fo neceflary for his own
fafety, fet out for court, leaving his fon Ghaziul Dien in the govern-
ment of the Decan. He arrived at Agra, with a retinue, or rather
an army of 20000 men; and, as he held the office of Vakeel
Muttuluch #; he expeéted to command Chan Dowran, and to
draw all the reins of government into his own hands.

Sadit Chan,-Suba of Oud; pluming. himfelf upon his f{uccels
againft the Mahrattors, afpired to the minifterial power. . The
king continued to favor Dowran, and to fupport him againft the
Wizam;. for, however weak Mahummud was, he could not but
fee through that ambitious governor’s defigns, by his behavior for
fome years back. But, as the Nizam had, upon the fpot; a
force to protect his perfon, and a ftrong party at court; and as
his fon, a man of great parts, commanded all tlm_pl't:Jw'.m:m:t of
the Decan, the king was aflured, that to deprive Cuttulich Chan
of his government, would occafion ja 1'evult,_ which, in its confe-
quences, might prove fatal to the royal houfe of Timur.

In the mean time, Sadit Chan, finding that he could not effect
any thing againit the united interefts of the Nizam and vizier,

# For the nature of this office fee the preface;
who
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who had joined factions, was eafily brought over to their party.
The terms of this coalition were, that swhen the Nizam and Vizier
thould force themfelves into the management of the affairs of
government, Sadit Chan fthould be appointed buckthi#, with the
title of Amir ul omrah, which Dowran at that time pofiefied.

The acceflion of Sadit and his party did not render the faction
of the Nizam and Vizier {ufficiently ftrong to turn Dowran from
his high employ.  He had abfolute pofleffion of the royal ear, and
the army, who depended upon him for their pay, remained firm
to his intereft. The fadtion of the malcontents was reduced to
defpair; and Nizam ul muluck, to gratify his refentment againft
Dowran, concerted, with Sadit, a plan, which gave the laft ftroke
to the tottering authority of the crown,

The famous Nadir Shaw, king of Perfia, was, at this junéture,
in the province of Candahar. The difaffeted Omrahs refolved
to invite him to Hindoftan. They forefaw thata Perfian invafion
would occafion confufions and diftractions in the empire, which
muft facilitate their own fchemes of independence in their
refpective governments ; it muft, at any rate, ruin Chan' Dowran,
which was a very capital objeét to men pofiefied of fuch inveterate
animofities again{t that minifter.

Whether the Nizam did not even extend his views to the empire
itfelf, admits of fome doubt. Many fenfible men in India think
that he did; and affirm, that his opinion was, that Nadir Shaw
would depofe Mahwiimud:; and, fo fecure his conqueft, extirpate
the farhily of Timur: he argued’ with himfelf, that' ds it was
not probable that the Perfian would fix his refidence in Hin-
doftan; he hoped, for his fervices; to fecure to himfelf the vice-

* Paymafer-general of the Forces;

Your. II. Appendix, #*B roythip
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A.D. yp38, royfhip of 'that ilempires and that afterwards time and circum=~

ftances would point out the line of his future proceedings,

Full of thefe ambitious projects, and at’the fame time to
avenge himfelf of his political enemy, the Nizam, in conjunétion
with Sadit, ‘wrote' to 'Nadir Shaw. That monarch received
their letters at Candahar, ‘and, in an anfwer to them, pointed
out many difficulties which he had to furmount in' the pro-
pofed invafion: He reprefented to them, that it would be
extremely difficult to penetrate even into Cabul and Pefhawir,
which provinces Nafir Chan had governed for twenty years, with
great reputation, and kept in pay a formidable army of Moguls
and Afgans: that fhould he even force his way' through the
government of Nafir, there were five great rivers' to ecrofs'in
Punjib, where Zekirriah Chan, fubaddr of Lahore, would eer-
tainly oppofe him; and that even fhould he get over thofe ob-
ftacles, the imperial army {till remained to be defeated.

Nizam ul muluck, and hiscolleague in treafon, endeavoured
to remove the king’s objections, by afluring him, that they
would bring over the governors of the frontier provinces to their
faction; and that, as they themfelves commanded one half of
the imperial army, little danger was to be dreaded from the
other. Nadir Shaw began his march from Candahar, with a
great army, about the vernal equinox of the 1149 of the Higera.
He took the rout of Ghizni, and the governor of that city eame
out with prefents, and {fubmitted himfelf and the province to the
king, ' agreeing to pay the ufual revenuesito Perfia. 'Nadir Shaw
continued his march from Ghizni to Cabul, which city he im-
mediately invefted. Shirza Chan, an omra of feventy years of
age, was, at this time, governor of Cabul, Being fummoned,
he
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he:refufed to furrender; and made the proper. difpolitions for an,

obiftinate defence.

The king of Perfia finding that neither fair promifes nor threats

could induce Shirza to open the gates/of Cabul; affaulted the
place for fix days together. In this defperate. manner, ‘many. of
the braveft foldiers, who fuffer moft upon thefe occafions, fell ;
without making any impreflion on the befieged : upon the
feventh day, Nadir Shaw found means to bring over to his party
Nafir Chan, governor of the province of Cabul, the fon of that
Nafir, who was, for twenty years, fubadir of Pefhawir, That
traitor, ‘with the provincial army, prefented himfelf at that gate
of the eity which was oppofite to the fide of the attack, and
fent a letter to the gallant Shirza. He requefted immediate
admittance to the place, to prevent his being cut off by the
cnemy ; infinuating, that his forces, when joined with the gar=
rifon, would be a match for the Perfians in the field.

The unfortunate Shirza, not fufpeting the treachery of the
young Omrah, confented to receive within the walls the women
and baggage of the provincial army ; butinfifted that the troops
fhould encamp before the gate, till they fhould confult together
what was beft to be done upon this urgent occafion.

The women and baggage were accordingly admitted, with 4
proper guard, and Shirza, with a few attendants, went out to
have an interview with Nafir. | No fooner was Shirza out of the
city, than the king of ‘Perfia began a general-aflanlt; while:one
Abdul Rahiny, an officer of the traitor Nafir, feized npon Shirza;
and confined him,

%B 2 'The

A, D, 1738,
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Ehe two. fons of Shirzay;ignotant of their father's fate, in the
mean time defended the gates with great firmnefs and refolution;
till one of them was killed by that part of Nafir's army that had
been admitted into the city, . The remaining brether; in this
defperate fituation, knew not which enemy he ought to eppofe,
while the garrifon, ftruck with terror and confufion, deferted
their pofts upon the wall.  Nadir Shaw took advantage of this
panick, forced open the gates, took the place, maflpcred many
of the inhabitants, and inhumanly put tg death the gallant
Shirzz Chan and his {on,

The king of Perfia found in the treafury of Cabul two. crores
of roupees, and effects to the value of two: creres more: in
thefe were included four thoufand complete fuits of armour, in-
kid with gold; four thoufand of polithed fteel, four thoufand
mails for horfes, and a great quantity of fine tiffues and drefles,
depofited in Cabul by Shaw Jehan. Nadir ‘Shaw remained at
Cabul feven months, before he would attempt. to crofs the Indus.
He, in the mean time, keptupa correfpondence with the con-
{pirators in Delhi, and maturely fettled his plan of -operations.
He, at length, put his army in motion, and directed his march:
to Pithawir.

Nafir Chan, fubadar of Pifhawir, had wrote, repeatedly, to
the court of Delthi, for fuccours ; but €han, Pewran, in his
anfwers, affeGed to defpife the king of Perfia; and infinvateds,
that it was impoflible he could meditate the: conqueft of Hin-
duftan. He, however, promifed, from time: to. time, that he
himfelf would march: with: the: imperiak domy; and drive: the
invader back to Perfia., The difaffeted Omrahs wrote, at the
ﬂunc time, to Nafir, to make the beft terms he could with Nadir
z Shaw;
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Shaw ; -for that there was little-hopes of *his being reinforced a: p. 1718, bl
withiany part of the royal army. &..“I.I

Nafic Chan, finding himfelf neglected by the court, ‘after'a (il
faint refiftance, furrendered himfelf prifoner to' the king of Perfia, et
upon the 2oth of Shabin. ' He wds foon after taken nto” favor Novemb. zo: ! i '|'|i i
by that monarch, and appoeinted one of his viziers. Nadir Shavw :
hiad, by this time, croffed the Attock or the Nildb, one of the wtit ! )
moft confiderable of the five branches of the Indus. - He fiued

out an' order to ravage the countsy, tofpread the terror of his %
arms far and wide..

Daily advices of the approach of the Perfians came to Delhi.
A general confternation among the people, and a- diftralion in
the ‘councils of the government enfiued. The king and his mi-
aifter, Dowran, were fo: weak, that éither they did not fufpect
the treachery of the difaffected Omrahs, or fook no meafures to
prevent their defigns.. ‘New obftacles were daily thrown in: the
way of the military prepardtions of Dowran, 'till the Nizam and
his colleagues thought, that the procraftination 'which they had.
occafioned, had fufficiently weakened the imperial caufe. '

L B T TR

Upon the ficft of Ramzan, the Vizier, the Nizam ul muluck,
and Dowran, incamped without the city, with a great train of
artillery, .and began to levy forces.. INadir Shaw, during thefe "i:l.:“ ;
tranfactions, crofled the Bea, and on. the firlt of Shawal appeared a1
before Lahore. Zekeriah ' Chan, governor of the city and pro- :
vince, who.was incamped with sooo horfe before the walls, il
retreated inte the city.. He, the next day, marched out and mﬁﬂd
attacked the Perflans.. A general rolit of his army was the con- i |
fequence, and the conquerors were' fo clofe to the Heels of ‘the Jansary. ; |
ran-aways, that they poffefled themfelves of the gates.---Ze- _;; m« :
keriah

Deécember 15
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keriah, svaited’ immeédiately, upon’ Nadir Shaw, with a nazir. of
half a lack of roupees, was politely received by that monarch,
and Lahore was preferved from being plundered.

The king .of, Perfia continued his march towards: Delhi, and;
upon the 14th of Zicada, appeared in fight of the imperial army.
Mahummud Shaw, was incamped upon the plains of Karnal; fo
that only the canal, which  fupplied Delhi with water, divided
the armies. .| The Moguls had only poflefled themf{elves of  that
ground about two. days before the arrival of Nadir, Shaw, and had
thrown up entrenchments and redoubts before them, mounted
with five hundred pieces of artillery. The army, which the
king now commanded in perfon, confifted of 150,000 horfe, ex-
clufive of irregular infantry. This unweildy body of militia was
compofed of all forts of people, colletted indifcriminately in the
provinces, by the Qmrahs, who thought that a fufficient number
of men and horfes was all that was neceflary to form a good army.
Subordination was a, thing unknown in the Mogul camp : the
private foldier, as well as the Omrah, acted only by the impulfe .
of his own mind.

The Perfians, though not fo numerous as the Moguls, were
under fome degree of regulation. The rank of Nadir Shaw's
officers was determined ; and his own commands were inftantly
and implicitly obeyed. Severe to excefs, he pardoned no negleét
or difobedience in his Omrahs. He has even been known to
fend an effawil * to a general, at the head of 5000 horfe; with
orders to make him halt and receive corporal punifhment, for a
mifdemeaner, in the front of his own men.  Though this rigor
may be thought in Europe too tyrannical and repugnant to.a mi-
litary {pirit; yet, in a country where the principles of honor are

¥ A mace-bearer,

little
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hittle known, ‘fear is the ftrongéft motive to"a frick perfmmq‘-i:.(.
of dtlty

Sadit Chan, upon the 14th of Zicada, havingout-marched his
baggage, joined the imperial'army. " Jaft as he was réceiving an
honorary  drefs *'from ' Mahummud " Shaw,” advice’  éaime *that
the Herawils of Nadir Shaw had attacked his baggage. ' Sadit
Chan requefted of the king to be permitted to' march out againft
the Herawils. " The whole of this attack was 'a’'plan coneerted
between Nadir Shaw and 'thé traitor, in order to draw the Mo-
guls ‘from their entrenchments. The king, however, 'laid his
commands upon Sadit to wait until the next morning, when,
““ by the favor of God,” he intended to march out, with his
whole army, to give the Perfians battle.

But fo little did Sadit regard Mahummud’s orders, that, as
foon as he had quitted the ‘prefence, he iffited” out with 1060
horfe, which he had brought from his government, and attacked
the ‘enemy. A mock engagement‘now 'commenced, between
Sadit and a part of the Perfian army ; who were ordéréd to retreat
before him. He fent repeated meflages, from the field to the
king, requefting more troops, dnd that he would drive the enemy
back to Perfia.

Mahummud, . juftly incenfed at the difobedierice of ' Sadit,
would not, for fome time, permit any {uccours to be fent to him.
Chan Dowran; at length, prevailed with'the king to ‘permit him,
with rsooo men, to'fupport Sadit. “Whén Chan Doiran eanié
up to the field, Sadit, in' a feigned attack, joined :the ‘Perfians;
and permitted himfelf to be taken prifoner. -~ His defign was to
get the ftart of his partner in treafon, 'Nizam ul'muluck; #in' én=
gaging the Perfian monarch in his intereft.

I In
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HISTORY OF THE DECLINE

In the mean time, the troops of BSadit being ftrangers ta
the treachery of their commander, joined Chan Dowran, and con-
tinued the engagement. Chan Dowran was immediately attacked
on all fides, by the bulk of the Perfian army. He, however,
for {ome time, maintained his ground with great firmnefs and re-
folution; and was at length unwillingly drawn from the field,
though he had received a wound which foon after proved mortal,
by three repeated meffages from the king, commanding his im-~
mediate attendance.

Mahummud Shaw was, with good reafon, apprehenfive that
Nizam ul muluck, who was then in the camp, was preparing to
feize him, which made him fo anxious for the prefence of Dow-
ran. When the wounded general appeared before the l-:in.g, he '
told him the fituation of affairs, and earneftly intreated him to
permit him to return to the field, with: the troops which were
under his immediate command, as captai n-general, cenﬁﬂ:ing off
36000 then, together with two hundred pieces of  cannon.
<« Grant my requeft,”’ faid he, ¢ and you thall never fee me ré<
¢ gurn but in triumph.”

The king was now perplexed beyond meafure. He dreaded
the defigns of the Nizam, thould Dowran be abfent, and, atthe
fame time, he durft not permit the traitor to march out of the
lines, for fear he fhould join the Perfians. He, thercfore, fell
into the common error of weak minds, and hefitated, in hopes
that delay would give birth to a more favorable concurrence: of -
events.---He was deceived : the happy moment, for the prefer-
vation of himfelf and the empire, was now upon the wing.
His troops maintained. fiill their ground, under. Muzziffer, the .
gallant brother of Dowran; and a reinforcement would: furn the,
fcale of victory in their. favor.

When
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When Chan Dowran quitted the field, the command of thofe
Moguls, who were engaged, devolved upon his brother Mpzziffer,
"That brave Omrah made a violent charge upon the Perfian army,
and penetrated to the very door of Nadir Shaw's tent.  There,
for want of being fupported from the camp, Muzziffer, Aff]
Ali Chan, Dowran's fon, Raja, Gugermull,, Meer Mullu, Ladgar
Chan, and twenty-feven oflicers of diftinétion, covered one fmall
{pot of ground with their bodies. Ten thoufand common Mogul
foldiers were flain in this defperate action; which had almoft
proved fatal to Nadir Shaw, for his whole army were upon the
point of giving way ;. {feveral great detachments having fled. back
forty miles from the field of battle. After the engagement, the
few that remained of the Moguls, retired within the entrench-
ments *.

Chan Dowran,: though wounded, had that night an interview
with;the Nizam ul muluck. . It was agreed; that the whole army
fhould: next morning march out of the lines, and attack the Pers
fians in-their,camp. . But when the morning came, Chan Dow-
ran’s wound, which he had rececived in the arm, was fo much
inflamed, that he could not act, and, therefore, the meditated ats
tack was delayed: In the evening of the 18th, a mortification
enfuedy which was then attributed: to fomething applied to the
wound by a furgeon bribed by the Nizam; and many in India
{tilb continue  in the fame belief. Be that as it will; Chan
Dowran expired : that night,;” amidft: the ' tears: of his fovereign,
who had a great friendthip for him.

4 -

* Frafer fays, that only 4000 Perfians were engaged ; but,we have reafon to

doubt his authority, as we derive our account from feveral perfons, who were
prefent in the action.

Vor. II. Appendix, #() When
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‘When this braye, Omrah, on whom;alone  the hopes, of - Ma-
hummud Shaw refted, was dead, Nizam ul muluck ftood: un-
rivalled in the management of affairs, The whole authority de-
volved upon him, and the king became a cypher in the midft of
hlS OWD cAmp., The traitor finding now. the power of  the em-
pn‘c in hn handQ, undei a certainty of being able, te difpofe of
the king at any time, according to his own pleafure, fet a treaty
on foot wlrh Nadir Shaw, for the immediate return of that mo=
nurch mtqil:':.rfu So little hopes had the Perfian, at this time,
c-f conquermg the Mmgul é!lllplr#, that he aétually agreed for the
pitiful fum of fifty lacks of roupees to evacuate Hindoftan.

Sadit Chan, who, we have already obferved, was in the Perfian
r._amip, hearing of thefe tranfactions, ufed all, pofiible means to
break off the treaty. ‘The regard of Nadir Shaw to his plighted
faith, was not proof againft the lucrative offers of Sadit. That
Omrah promifed to pay to the Perfian two crores of roupees out
of his own private fortune, upon condition he fhould reduce the
Nizam, and place himfelf at the head of the adminiftration.--~
In the mean time, the Nizam; who was now appointed Amir ul
omrah, by Mahummud, finding that Nadir Shaw broke the
treaty, began to talk in a high ftrain, and to make preparations
for coming to a&ion with the Perfians, to which the king fire-
nuoufly urged him. But the aétive {pirit of Nadir Shaw was not
idle during thefe tranfactions. He poffefled himfelf of feveral
ftrong pofts, round the Indian -;_::ui‘lp, _nnd totally cut off their
fupplies of provifions. The Nizam pcr-::ewfng that he muft act
with great difadvantage, if he ﬂmuld marc:h out of his lines and
aftack the Perfians, began to renew the treaty, and offered more
than Sadit had done to Nadir Shaw,

Mahummud,
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- Mahumitaud, “Beinglafomyed thae tHet ewd vl lains, " with-
otit’ s’ commumcatmn, were makmg fﬂpﬂmm bargains, 'ﬂ}mlt
himfelf ‘and his empire, and that'he ever Had ot the haddw of
authority in his ‘own canp, took a4’ fudden refSlition to theow
!nml'eIf' upon ‘the clezncncy of "Nadir SHaw. "' % A déclaréd énd’

<y, faid? he “fo ¥HETF% Fiends?who 1till adheted ' to’ lum
¢ 18'by‘né'means to bel drdadéd fo ‘much 4 fecrat focs, under the
“ {pecious chardcer of ' fricids.” Having, thercforc, pmvmuﬂy
acquainited the Peérfian’ of his intchtions, 'He ilt out in the morh-

g of thé Zath] i his travelling thrdne, Wl’th 4 fmall rEtmuL,'
for Nadir Shaw's camp. *

‘Fhe'king of ‘Perfia; upon the Mogu] 5 *1ppmach fent his fon,
Nifir' Alla Mirza,1to condti& hith to the royal tent. Nadu Shaw'
advianced 4 few 'ftéps froth hid Mufiid) and embraced Mahum-.
mud; and, fitting'down,” placed Him tiport ‘his Teft Rand. The,
fubftance ‘of their cohverfation’ has been already ‘given' to ‘the
public'by ‘Frafer:' and; " therefore; ‘we ‘HAll” only obferve h-:mr
that Nadir' Shaw fevérely reprimanded Mahtmmud, for”his pu-,
{llanimous behaviour; 'in" paying the Chdut 'to' the M-mhmttms,
and for fuffering himfe]f to be invefted in his camp, in the v ‘

er_*,r
1)
center of his dominions, w:thout m'tkmg one Iuwh effort to re-.

pel ‘theitivafion, 7 e

(TN S

Nadir Shaw, after this converfatmn, retired to another thr
ealled to him his 114:-31', and confulted with him what was ucﬂ:_
to ‘be done with M1hummud, in this critical fituation. The
vizier told him, that, (hotlld 'he wnﬁnc the king, the ';\:zun'
who' domifianded the aritiy, ‘would nnmcdmtglv act for himfu,h i
and, as he was an able officer, thLy m:rrl':lr meet with =>|r::Lt diffi-
culty in rcducmg him. But that, fhould the king be permitted
ta bttt o the camp with affurances of friendfhip and pro-

*0 2 teClion,
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tection, a party would join Mdhummud," that would, "d¢ leaﬂ
be a ballance againft the influence of the szam.

Nadir Shaw faw the propriety of what his vizier advifed.
He immediately returned to the royal tent, and told Mahummud,
that, as hitherto the 1mperial houfe of Timur had not ijured
the Perfians, it was far from his intentions to dcprivc Mahum-
mud Shaw of his kingdom. ¢ But,” faid he, with a deter-
mined look, - * the expence of this expedition muft be paid,
¢ and, during the time of collecting the money, my fatigued
“« army mulft refrefh themfelves in Delhi,”

The emperor made little reply to Nadir Shaw’s difcourfe.
Fe was, however, permitted to return to his camp, 4nd the Per-
fian began to lay fchemes to feize the Nizam. One Cafim’ Beg
was employed in this affair.  He, in Nadir Shaw’s name, made
the Nizam many proteftations of friendfhip, and obtained a
promife, that he would vifit that monarch i his camp. He ac-
cordingly, upon the 24th, fet out, and was, immediately upon
his arrival in the Perfian lines, feized, and, together with fome
great Omrahs who attended him, confined.

Mahummud Shaw, looking upon the Nizam’s confinement as
a plan laid by the traitor himfelf, in order that he might ncgotin[e
matters with the Perfian with more fecurity, detérmined to pay
a fecond vifit to Nadir Shaw.--~That monarch had, by this time,
fecured moft of the Mogul omrahs, one after another, and when
Mahummud, upen the 26th, arrived in the camp, a tent was
pitched for him near the royal pavilion. The unfortunate Ma-
hummud was carzied into his tent, and left for fome time alone,
A collation was brought him, and he ate very heartily ; with-

eut betraying any fymptoms of being affe@ed with' his unhappy

¥ {fituation,
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fitwation. | | Nadir Shaw was gréatly aftonifhed when hie heard of 4. p. 1719.

Mahummiud’s behavior, and éxclaimied ; - What kind of man
s« muft this be, who can, with fo much indifference, give his
s¢ frecdom and empite to the wind ? But we are told, by the
¢¢ wife, that greatnefs of mind confifts in two extremes: to
« {uffer patiently; orto act boldly; to delpife the world, or to
« exert all the powers of the mind to command it. ‘This man
¢ has chofen the former: but the Iatter was the choice of Nadir
# Shaw,”

Though Mahummud was hindered from returning te his own:
camip, hewas permitted to have all his domettics about him, who
semounted o three thoufond. A thoufand Kiflelbath horfe
mounted guard upon him: but this preténded honor, which was
conferred wpen Bim; was a certain badge of his forlorn condi-
tion. = In the mean time; Kummir ul dien, the vizier, Surbullind
Chan, Nizam vl muliick, and all the pricipal Mogul omrahs,
were kept in the fame kind of honorable confinement. The
Perfian had now nothing to fear from an army without officers.
He entered the canip, feized upon the ordnance, the military
cheft, the jewel-nﬂice, the watdrobe and armory.-=-He ordered
three months pay to be immiediately advanced to his troops, and
the beft of the artillery he fent off to Cabul.

Upon the 2d of Zehidge, Nadif Shaw moved from Karnil
towards Delhi. The emperor, guarded by ten thoufand men,
marched a few miles in hisrear. The Mogul army were, at the
fame time, ordered to march in two'irregular columns, one on
each fide of the Perfians, the front of whofe column was ad-
vanced two miles beyend the other two: By continued marehes,
Nadir Shaw arrived upon thé 8th in-the fuburbs of thecity.  He
hinifelf, at the lead of 12000 horfe, éntered the city next day.

“The.
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HISTORY  OF , FEHE; DECLINE;:
The king of Perfia, finding himfelf in poflefiion of Delhiy

called Nizam ul muluck and, Sadit Chan into his prefence, and -

addrefled them in the following extraordinary manner: % Are
“ not you both. moft ungrateful villains to your king andicoun=
“ try; who, after pollefling - fuch. wealth .and ' dignities; icalled
“ me, from my own dominions, to ruin them and yourfelves ?
¢ But I will {courge you all with my wrath, which is the inftru-
“ ment of the vengeance of God.” Having fpoke thefe words,
he {pit upon their beards, and turned them, with every mark of
indignity, from his prefence.

After the traitors were thruft out into the court of. the palace,
the Nizam addrefled himfelf to Sadit Chan, and fwore, by the
holy prophet, that he would not furvive this indignity. Sadit
Chan applauded his refolution, and fwore he would fivallow
poifon upon his return home; the Nizam did the fame; and

both determined in appearance upon death, retired to their. .

rci‘p eﬂive houfes.

Sadit Chan, in the mean time, fent a trufty fpy to bnng him

intelligence when 1he Nizam fhould take his draught. The :

Puz::un, being come homc, appeared in_the deepeft affliction,:

but havmg prwatcly mumated his plot to a fervant, he ordered:

him to bring him the polfon The {ervant a&ed l‘us part well,
He brought him an innocent draught, with great, reluctance.

The Nizam, after fome hefitation, and having formally faid his,

prayers, drank it off in the prefence of Sadit’s {py, and foon

sfter pretendeg to fall dawn dead, - oo ppa s

The fpy ha&cned ‘chk fa-has mai‘tcr_. ‘and toId Jhim 1 thm: l:he: -
Sadlt aﬂ1qm¢d of bcmg outc{ﬂ;m in a L

\Ilzmn had Juﬂ: cxplrf:d

.....
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real poifon, and became' the' jift infhnmrent of punifhment t6 his
own villainy.'' The Nizam was'not athamed’'to Tive, though none

had greater reafon.  "He even prided 'in"that wicked " trick, hy'

which he had rid himfelf of his riv;ﬂ,--':11_1d'nl'tc;wm'{ls actually
enjoyed the'intended fruits of all' his Villainies,

The Perfian, ' in the mean time, placed g'um;;i's upon the gates
of ‘Delhi, ‘with orders to permit no perfon’ whatever to pafs in or
out without his {pecial licence. " Thefe ftri¢t injunétions were
given to prevent the inhabitants from evacuating® the place, and
from carrying away their wealth., He, at the fame time, iflued
his' commands, that no perfon whatfoever fhould be molefted ;
but he'demanded twenty-five crores, as a contribution for {paring
the city.

‘Whilft the magiftrates were contriving ways and means to raife
this enormous fum, by laying a tax in proportion to their wealth
on individuals, famine began to rage in the city, as all commu-
nication with the country was cut off. Upon the roth Nadir
Shaw ordered the granaries to be opened, and {old rice at a certain
price. . This occafioned a prodigious mob in all the public Bazars,
particularly in the Shawgunge, or'royal market. A Perfian kif-

felbath in this market, feeing a man felling pigeons, feized by

force upon his bafket. ‘The fellow, to whom the pigeons be-

longed, made a hideous outcry, and proclaimed aloud, That Nadir
Shaw had ordered a general pillage.

The mob immediately fell upon the Kiffelbath, who was pro-
tected by fome of his own countrymeh. A great tumult arofé,
and fome perfons, bent upon more mifchief, cried aloud, That
Nadir Shaw was dead; and that now was the time to drive the
Perfians out of the city. The citizens, ‘who in general carried
ArES,
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arms, drew their {words, and began to cut to pieces the Perfiaps,
wherever they could bs found. The reportof the death of Nadir
Shaw flew, like lightning, through every ftrect in Delhi; and all
places were filled with tumult, confufion, and death. Itwas now
dark, .and the Perfians, who had been flraggling through the. city,
returned to the citadel, ‘except two thoufand who were killed by

the mob.

About twelve o’clock at night, the king of Perfia was informed
of thefe tranfactions. He immediately ordered what men he had
with him under arms, and, putting himf{elf at th::irhcad, marched
out as far as the Mufgid of Rofhin ul Dowlat. He thought it
prudent to halt there tll day-light fhould appear. He, in the
mean time, fent for the Nizam, Sirbillind Chan, and Kimmir ul
dien, and threatened to put them to inftant death, charging them
with fomenting. thefe tumults. They fwore upon the Coran, that
they were innocent, and he pardoned them.

When day began to appear, a perfon from a neighbouring: ter-
race fired upon Nadir Shaw, and killed an officer by his fide,
The king was fo enraged, that, thongh the tumult had, by this
time, totally fubfided, he ordered the officers of the cavalry to
lead their fquadrons. through the ftreets, and {fome mufqueteers
to. fcour the terraces, and to commence a general maffacre among
the unfortunate inhabitants. This order was executed with f{o
much rigor, that, before two o'clock in the afternoon, above
100,000, without diftinétion of age, fex, or condition, lay
dead. in, their blood, though not above one third part of the city
was vifited by the fivord. Such was the panic, terror and con-

fufion of; thefe. poor wretches, that inftead of bravely oppofing,.

death, the men threw down theirarms, and, with their wives
and children, {ubmitted themfelves like fheep, to the flaughter.
One
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One Perfian foldier often butchered i whole family, without
meeting with any refiftance. The Hindoos, according to their
barbarous cuftom, flut up their wivés and daughters, and fet

p-

fire to their apartments, and then threw themielves into the
flames. ‘Thoufands plunged hu::d]:rng mto wells and were
drowned ; death was f{een in every horrid thape; and,, at laft,

by
{eemed rather to be fought after than avoided.

The king of Perfia fat, during this. dreadful fcene, in the
Pﬂuf};ld of Rofhin ul Dowlat. None but his flaves durft come
near him, for his countenance was dark and terrible. At length,

the unfortunate emperor, attended by a number of his chief

Omrahs, ventured to approach him with downcaft eyes, The
Omrahs, who preceded Mahummud Shaw, bowed down their
forcheads to the ground. Nadir Shaw fternly afked them twhat
they wantedr They cried out, with one voice, * Spare the city.”
Mahummud' faid not a word, but the tears flowed faft from his
eyes. The tyrant fheathed his fword, and faid, * For the fake
" of Mirza Mahummud, I forgive.” ;

No fooner had he pronounced thefe words than, according to
our author, the maffacre was ftopt; and fo inftan tancous was the
eftet of his orders, that in a few minutes every thing was
calm in the city. He then retired into the citadel, and inquired
into the original caufe of the tumult. Seid Neaz Chan, the
fuperintendant of the royal market, for having been ative in
this affair, was put to death. Kifrah Chan, a brave Omrah, for

having defended his houfe againft the Perfians who ,came to,.

maffacre his family, but who had not been concerned in the
tumult, was beheaded.
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The tyrant’s thirft for blood was not yet fatisfied. 'He fent
detachments daily to plunder the villages near Delhi, and to put
a1l the inhabitants to the {word. Six thoufand of the inhabitants
of. Mogulpurra were cut off for a very trivial offence. He fent
a party into the royal market, where the tumult firft arofe, and
ordered feven hundred perfons to be feized mdifcriminately, and
to cut off their nofes and ears.

When now all. difturbances were quelled by the blood of the
unfortunate Delhians, the king of Perfia had leifure fo pillage
the city at pleafure. He feized upon the public treafure and the
regalia of Mahummud Shaw. In the treafury feveral vaults were
difcovered, in which much wealth lay concealed, as well as
many valuable effects.  In the public treafury was found in fpecic,
three crores of roupees: in the private vaults near two crores
more. The Jéwaer Channa * was eftimated at twenty-five crores,
including the Tucht Taoos, which alone coft ten. The royal
wardrobe and armory were valued at five crores.  Six crores were
raifed in fpecie, by way of contribution, upon the city, and about
eight crores in jewels; all which, together with horfes, camels
4hid elephants, amount to about fifty crores, or fixty-two millions
five hundréd thoufand pounds of our money.

Great cruelties were exercifed in levying the contributions tipon
the city. Under an arbitrary government, like that of India,
individuals find it neceflary to conceal their wealth. Some
Omirahs, therefore, who had very little were taxed very high,
whillt others who were rich came off with a moderate fum.
Many of the former, under the fuppofition, that they aéually
poflefied more wealth, were, after they had given all they were

% The jewel-office.
worth
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worth. in the world,  tortured to death ; whilft others, to avoid
pain, thame and poverty, put, with their own hands, an end to
their miferable exiftence,

Upon the 21t of Mohirrim, the king of Perfia celebrated the
nuptials of his fon, Mirza Nafir Alli, with the daughter of Ezidan
Bukih, the fon of Keam Bukfh, and grandlon of the famous
Aurungzebe, The Shaw himfelf difcovered a violent defire to
efpoufe the beautiful daughter of Muziffer Chan *; but he was
prevented by one of his wives, who had the ‘art to command the
furious fpirit of Nadir Shaw, which the reft of the world could
fiot controuls

During -all. thefe tranfaltions the gates of the city were keps
fhut. ' Famine began to rage every day more and more ; butthe
Shaw was deaf to the miferies of mankind. The public fpirit.of
Tucki, a famous actor, deferves to be recorded upon this occafion.
He exhibited a play before Nadir Shaw, with which that monarch
| was fo well pleafed, that he commanded Tucki to afk what he
{ wifhed fhould be done for him. Tucki fell upon his face, and
faid, ““ O king, command the gates to be opened, that the poor
* may not perith.” His requeft was granted, and half the city
k poured out into the country; and the place was fupplied in a few
days with plenty of provifions.

,| The king of Perfia, having now raifed all the money he could
| in Delhi, reinftated Mahummud Shaw in the empire, upon the
| third of Siffer, with great folemnity and pomp. He placed the
I crown upon his head with his own hand, and prefented him with
a rich chelat; diftributing, at the fame time, forty more among
the Mogul omrahs. He then gave to the emperor fome in-
ftructions concerning the regulation of his army; to which he

® The brother of Chan Dowran; He was {lain in the battle at Karnal.
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A.D, 1730. added Jome general maxims of government. < He put him upon

his guard againft the Nizam, who, he plainly perceived, afpired
above the rank of a fubject. ¢ Had not I,” faid the king of
Perfia, ¢ foolithly: pafied my word for his fafety, the old * traitor
*“ {hould not now live to difturb Mahummud.”

Every thing being ready upon the 7th, for Nadir Shaw’s
return to Perfia, {trict orders were iflued to his army to carry no
{laves away, nor any Indian women, contrary to their inclinations,
upen pain of immediate death. Before his departure, he obliged
Mahummud formally to cede to the crown of Perfia, the pro-
vinces of Cabul, Pefthawir, Kandahir, Ghizni, Moultan and
Sind, or, in general, all thofe countries which lie to the north-weft
of the Indus and Atto¢. The whole of the treafure which Nadir
Shaw carried from' Hindoftan, amounted, by the beft computa-
tion, to eighty millions of our money.

When this deftruftive comet, to ufe the expreflion of our
Indian author, rolled back from the meridian of Delhi, he burnt
all the towns and villages in his way to Lahore, and marked his
rout with devaftation and ‘death. **But before he difappears be-
¢ hind the mountains of Perfia,” fays our author, continuing the
mctapimr of the comet, * it may not be impmpcr to throw fome
light on the character of this fcourge of Hindoftan.” Nadir
Shaw, together with great ftrength of body, was endued with
uncommon force of mind. Innured to fatigue from his youth,
ftruggling with dangers and difficulties, he acquired vigor from
oppofition, and a fortitude of foul, unknown in a life of eafe.
His ambition was unbounded and undifguifed: he never fawned
for power, but demanded it as the property of his {uperior parts.
Had he been bern to a throne, he deferved it; had he conti-

& The Nizam was- near ]]inet; years of -ages
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nued: a {ubje, his glories would thave been lefs dazzling; ‘but A.D: 17

more permanent and pure.

In a country where patriotifim and: honor are principles little
known, fear is the only'means to inforce ‘obedience.  This.ren-
dered Nadir Shaw {o cruel and inexorable, that eoften, in his
rage and the hurry of action, he inflicted general punifhments
for the'crimes of a few. Courage, which he poflefled in com-~
mon with the lion, was his only virtue ; and he owed his great-
nefs to the great defects of his mind. Had' his eye melted at
human miferies, had his foul fhuddered at murder, had his
breaft glowed once with benevolence, or, had his heart revolted
at any injuftice, he might have lived to an old age, but he would
have died without the name of Nadir *.

* Wonderful,

SECTION
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§.E G iTaI OiN ik

The Gonelufion of the'Reigh of Manummud Siiw,

a.a HE king of " Perfia having evacuated Hindoftan, 'the

Nizam began to difcover his own ambitious defigns.  His
rivals ' were now all removed ; fome by his villainy, and others
by favordble accidents.  Without oppofition, the management of
affairs fell into his hands. Though he ingroffed, in fa&, the
whole power, he delegated the great offices of ftate to others.
‘The name of vizier was retained by Kimmir ul Dien, and. that of
Buckihi, or captain-general, was conferred upon the Nizam’s
fon, Ghazi ul Dien Chan. He appointed Emir Chan {ubadér
of Allahabad, which fo difgufted Mahomed Chan Bunguifh, to
whom that government was promifed by the former adminiftra-
tion, that he left the court without leave, and repaired to his
Jagier at Ferochabad.

The government of Oud being vacant by the death of Sadit
Chan, that fubafthip was conferred upon an Omrah, called Seifdar
Jung, together with the title of Burhan ul muluck. The Nizam,
having nothing to fear from the fubas of the other provinces,
continued them in their employs. Notwithftanding the fevere
blow which the empire had juft received, no meafures were
taken to revive the declining power of the crown. This was,
by no medns, the intereft of the Nizam, who now aflumed
every thing of the king, but the name.

Mahummud Shaw having fuffered himfelf to be divefted of
his power in his capital, it could not be expeéted that his autho-
rity fhould be much regarded in the provinces. The nabobs

4 and
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and rajas, throughout the empire, paid now little attention to the
firmins of the court of Delhi. Each of them entertained ideas
of independence, and attually poffeffed a regal authority in their
governments.---The Mahrattors, who had,. for fome time back,
made large {trides to eftablith the ancient Hindoo government in
India, in the year 1153, made an incurfion into. the Carnatic
with an army of eighty thoufand horfe, under the command of
Ragojee. Having forced the pafles of the mountains, they fell
unexpectedly upon Dooft Ali, nabob of that province, in fuhor-
dination to the Nizam, who was governor-general of the Decan.
The forces of Dooft Ali were defeated, and he himfelf, together
with his fon, Haffin Ali, fell in the acion, after having exhibited
extraordinary feats of bravery and firmnefs.

Sipadar Ali, the fon, and Chunder Saib, the fon-in-law of
Dooft Ali, had till confiderable armies under their command.
But both having views upon the government of the province,
inftead of oppofing the Mahrattors, committed hoftilities upon
one another. The confequence was, that they were obliged to
thut themfelves up in places of ftrength, the firft in Velour, and
the latter in Trichinopoly. The enemy were, by this means,
permitted to ravage the province at their leifure, and to raife
heavy contributions upon the inhabitants.

Sipadar Ali, finding he'could effect nothing in the field againft
the Mahrattors, fet a negotiation- on foot 'with them, by the
means of ‘his father's minifter, ‘who had been taken prifoner in
the action by thofe barbarians.” It was 4t “laft’ determined ir
private, that, upon condition‘the Mahrattors'thould immediately
evacuate the Carnatic, they fhould receive one hundred lacks of
roupees, at ftated periods; and'tha¢, as'a {ecurity for the payment
of this fam, ‘they fhould be puit in"pofieflion of “the territory of

: Trichi«

A.D. 1740,
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. Trichinopely: One of ;the terms was, that Sipddar Alpdhofid

beracknowledged nabob of - the Carnatic,

Ali, chavingothus ftiengthened - himfelf  with the dlliance ot
the Mahrattors;! his brothefsii-law. thought it prudent tospay
him homage at Arcot; not knowing that Trichinopoly, and thofe
diftriéts which he pofiefled, had been made over to the Mahrattors.
The barbarians, in the mean time; returned to their own doti-
nions; -but, abott fix months thereafter; sthey made ' fecond irs
ruption into the Carnatic, to.take pofieffibn of 1 the territories
which had been privately ceded to them by Sipadar Ali. “Chunder
Saib fhut himfelf up in Trichinopoly; and after fultaining a
fiege of three months, was, upon the feventh of Mohirrim, 11 54,
obliged to furrender at difcretions

Thefe tranfactions in the Decan did not difturb the peace at
Delhi. The king and his minifters continued in a profound lethargy
evér fince the invafion of Nadir Shaw, and feemed indifferent about
the affairs of the diftant provinces. But a prefling danger at home
roufed them for 2 moment. A fellow, from the low rank of a
grafs-cutter, raifed himfelf to the command of a gang of rob-
bets. As in the debilitated fltate of government, he committed,
for fome time, his depredations with impunity, his banditti, by
degrees, fwelled to an army of twelve thoufand men. He im-
mediately aflumed the imperial enfigns, under the title of
Daranti Shaw. ~ This mufhroom of a king was, however, foon
deftroyed. Azim Alla, a gallant Omrah, was fent againft him
with an army from Delhi. ~ He came up with the rebels, cut the
moft of them to pieces, and flew Daranti in the a&ion. ' This
happened in the 1153 of the Higera.

i .
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In the month of Regib, 1154, Sipadar “Ali, nabeb of the
Carnatic, was affaflinated by his brother-in-law, Mortaz' Ali,
who immediately acceded to the Mufnud. But a general mutiny
arifing in the army, the murderer was obliged: to fly from his
capital, in.a female drefs: and Mahummud ' Chan, thé {on of
Sipadar, was proclaimed fuba of the Carnatic,

The Nizam, who claimed the fovereignty of the Decan, feeing

thefe repeated revolutions in the Carnatie, without his concurrence,
began to prepare to leave the court of Delhi. He fettled his
affairs with the miniftry, and returned to H ydrabad., He imme-
diately colleéted an army, and, in the month of Ramzan, 1155,
marched towards the Carnatic with near three hundred thoufand
men. In the Siffer of 11 56, the Nizam arrived at Arcot with-
out oppofition ; and found the country in fuch anarchy and con-
fufion, that nolefs than twenty petty chiefs had affumed the titles
of Nabob., The Nizam made a regulation, that whoever thould
take the name of Nabob,. for the future, without permifiion,
{hould be publickly fcourged; and raifed immediately Abdulla
Chan, one of his own generals, to the fu bathip of- Arcot;
ordering the fon of Sipadar Ali into confinement. He, at the
fame time, poflefled himfelf of the city of Trichonopoly by
means of a fum of money which he gave to Malhar Raw,
commanded there on the part of the Mahrattors,

who .

The Nizam, without drawing the fword, thus fettled the
affairs of the Carnatic. He returned in triumph to Golcondah,
whither Abdulla Chan, the new governor of Arcot, accompanied
him. Abdulla, returning towards his government, was, the firft
night after his taking leave of the Nizam, found dead in his bed;
not without fufpicion of poifon from Anwar ul Dien Chan, who
fucceeded him in the nabobfhip of Arcot, in the year 1157.

Vor, II, Appendyx. *E The
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The Nizam in this abfolute manner difpofed of the provinces
of the Decan, without the concurrence of the court, and
actually became king of that country, though he never aflumed
that title.  In the mean time, the Nizam’s {on, Ghazi ul Dien
Chan, overawed Mahummud Shaw at Delhi, and left that indo-
lent prince no more than the mere fhadow of royalty.

Whilft the Decan, that great limb of the Mogul empire, was
cut off by the Nizam, Aliverdi Chan ufurped the government of
Bengal, Behar, and Oriffa. This fellow was once a common
{oldier, who, togethcr with his brother Hamed, came from
Tartary in queft of fervice to Delhi. In that city they continued
for fome time in the fervice of the famous Chan Dowran, and
afterwards became menial fervants to Suja Chan, nabob of
Cattack. Suja Chan, after the death of Jaffier Chan, fucceeded
to the government of the three provinces of Bengal, Behar,
and Orifla.

The two Tartars, being poffefled of good natural parts and
{ome education, rofe gradually into office, and were greatly fa-
vored by the nabob, Hodjee Hamed had, in a manner, be~
come his prime minifter, and, by his political intrigues in the
Haram, obtained the place of Naib, or deputy of the province
of Behar, for his brother Aliverdi, who was then a captain of

horfe.

Aliverdi was not long effablifhed in his high employ, when
he began to tamper with the venal miniftry of Delhi, for a fe-
parate commiffion for the province, which he then held of Suja
Chan. Money, which has great influence in every country, is
all powerful in Hindoftan. Aliverdi ﬁrcngthcncd his folicita-

tions
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OF THE MOGUL EMPIRE.

tions with a round fum, and, by the means of Chan Dowran,
became independent fuba of Behar.

Suja Chan dying foon after, was fucceeded in‘the fubafhip ‘of
Bengal by his fon Sirfaraz Chan. «'We do not'mean to. infinnate,
that he had any right of inheritance ito-his father’s. governmadr,
or that the fubadary had been eftablithed in his family by any
grant of the crown, which was contrary to the eftablithed laws
of the empire: but the government was now {o-weak, that the
nabobs took upon themfelves to bequeath their governments to
their fons, which were afterwards, through a fatal neceflity, ge-
nerally confirmed to them from Delhi.

Sirfaraz, being a man of a haughty and imperious difpofition,
{oon loft the affeétion of all his officers. He difgraced Hodjee
Hamed; and tarnithed the honor of the powerful family of
Jagga Seat.  Hamed, however, took advantage of the general
difaffection to Sirfaraz’s government. He formed a confpiracy
againft the nabob, and invited his brother Aliverdi to invade
Bengal. Aliverdi accordingly marched from Patna, in the month
of Ramzan 1154, and entering Bengal, defeated and killed Sir-
faraz Chan, at Geriah, near Muxadabad, and, without further
oppofition, became f{uba of the three provinces.

The weak emperor, inftead of chaftifing the ufurper with an
army from Delhi, fell upon an expedient, at once difgraceful
and impolitic. The Mahrattors threatened Mahummud for the
Chout, which, before the Perfian invafion, he had promifed to
pay them; and he gave them a commiffion to raife it themfelves
upon the revolted provinces. The Suu * Raja, the chief of
the Mahrattors, fent accordingly an army of soooo horfe, from

® Suu, in the Shanferita language, fignifies Glorions.

*E 2
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A.D. 1742. his capital.of Sattara, to invade Bengal, ~This force, underithe
conduét of Bofcar Pundit, ravaged, with fire and fivord, all thofe
diftri¢ts which lie to the weft of the Ganges.

Aliverdi, who was a brave foldier, defended himi{elf with great I
refolution. . But he owed more to his villainy than. to_ his: arms.
Having found means to affaffinate the leader of. the Mahrattors,
he forced them to retreat.---When the news of this horrid
murder reached, the ears of the Suu Raja, he ordered. two other
armies into Bengal ;  one by the way of Behar, and another, by
that of Cattack. The firft was commanded by Balla Raw, and
the latter by Ragojee.~--Aliverdi, not being able to cope with |
this great force in the field, had recourfe to art. . He fowed dif- |
fention between the two chiefs ;, fet-a private treaty on foot 'with
Balla Raw ; who, hauing received two yeats IChont, evacnated
the provinces, leaving his colleague to make the beft terms he
could for himfelf. The f{cale was now turned againft the
Mahrattors, . Ragojee retreated to Gattack, and, with conflant
incurfions and  flying parties, greatly harrafled :the provinces.
The good fortune of Aliverdi at length prevailed; and he faw
himfelf independent fovereign of Bengal, Behar, and Orifla:
though, to quict the minds of the people, he pretended to pof-

fefs grants from the court, which he: himfelf had actually |
forged. '

We have been purpofely fuccinét on the manner in which f
the Decan and Bengal were difmembered from the empire, as
the facts are already pretty well known in Europe. We re- 1
turn, now, to the affairs of the interior provinces. This fubje&
has hitherto been touched by no writer, and very few Euro-
peans in Afia have made any. confiderable enquiries concern~
ing it.

During
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During thefe tranfactions, nothing happmmd at Delhi, 'but the a.p.

intrigues and facions of a weak and corrupt adminiftration. In
the year 1157, Ali Mahummud, 'a Patan of the Rohilla tribe,
Zemindar of Bangur, and Awla, began to appear in arms,
Ali was a foldier of fortune, and ' a ‘native of the mountiins of
Cabuliftan, who, {fome years before his rebéllion, came ‘to Dellii,
with about three hundred followers of his own tribe, and was
entertained in the fervice of Mahummud Shaw. ' Being efteemed
a gallant officer,; the command of a'fmall diftrict, upon' the road
between Delhi and Lahore, ‘was conferred upon him ;. where he-

- entertained all vagrants of 'his ewn clan, who came down in queit

of 'military: fervice, from their native mountains.. In this man-
ner Ali expended all the rents of his diftriét, and he was hard
prefled for the payment of the crown's proportion of his income,
by the fogedar of - Muradabad, to whom ‘he was accountable.

Hernind, the fogedar, defpairing to get any part of the ‘re-
venue from Ali Mahummud, by fair medns, prepared to ufe
force. ' He raifed 15000 of his'own vaflals, with 2 defign to ‘ex-
pel or' chaftife the refractory Zemindar. Ali, by the affiftance of
his northern friends, who lived upon him, defeated the fogedar,
with great flaughter, and thus laid the foundation of the Rohilla
government, now {o formidable in: Hindoftan.

Kimmir ul’ Dien, the vizier, upon receiving intelligence at
Delhi of this blow to the regal authority, difpatched his own
fon, Meer Munnu, a youth of great bravery, with an army of
30000, againft the rebels. Meer Munnu, croffing the Jumna,
advanced to a place called Gurmuchtither, on the banks of the
Ganges, and found that Ali Mahummud had acquired fo much
firength fince his late victory,’ that he feared the iffue of an en-

gagement. A negotiation, therefore, was fet.on foot, and, after

the
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ALD 1o the armiies had kaiw thré® months'in ight of -one.another, a treat
D i ) Lo

was coneluded.” The odnditions were, that. Ali Mahummud
thould keep pofleffion of the countries, formerly comprehended
in'the government of Hirpind, upon paying the ancient revenues
to the crown, and that; dn’ the imean: time, one year's; payment

fhiould be radvanced: indour mofhths.

After this treaty was ratified, Meer Munnu returned to Delhi:
but: the ‘appointed time elapfed, ~withont any payments on the
part of ‘Ali Mahummud. - He continued to {trengthen him]"eif,
annexed more diftricts to " his government; and ravaged the
neighbonring countries to ' fubfift his‘army. -He, in fhort, be«
came formidable ‘enough " to roufe the indolent Mahummud
Shaw from his lethargy. That monarch' ‘took the field; with
fifty or fixty thoufand horfe, and, -inthe year 1158, crofied the
Jumna. -

Ali Mahummud; upori the king’s approach, retreated acrofs
the 'Ganges, and fhut himfelf in Bangur, a place of fome firength,
where the imperial army invefted him. ' The rebel, for the firft
two nights, made fuccefsful fallies, and killed many-in the camp
of Mahummud Shaw. The king, however, having drawn lines
of circumvallation round the fort, after a fhort but bloody fiege,
obliged the garrifon to capitulate. Ali made terms for his own
life, and he was brought prifoner to Delhi, where he remained in
confinement for fix months.

The Patan chiefs, who were always, in private, enemies to the
government of the Moguls, cafting their eyes upon Ali Mahum-
mud, as a very proper perfon to raife their own intereft, folicited
the emperor for his releafe. < The weak monarch granted their
requeft; but the Patans, not yet fatisfied, obtained for Ali Ma-
hummud

e

S

PER vy om s o ——

R Ry




Z

|
0
']
|
|
|
|
|
|

OF THE MOGUL EMPIRE:

hummud the fogedarfhip'of Sirhind.-=-This was fuch wretched
policy in" the court of Delhi, that nothing 'but downright infa-
tuation, folly, and the laft degree of corruption in the miniftry,
could ‘ever have permitted it to take place.  The confequence
was, that Al Mahummud collected his difperfed tribe, kept
poffeflion of Sirhind, of feveral diftricts between the rivers and
beyond the Ganges, without remitting one roupee to court.

We have already feen, that all the provinces to the north-weft
of ‘the Indus were ceded to Nadir-Shaw. 'When' that conqueror
was affaffinated in Perfia, Achmet Abdalla, a native of Herat,
who had raifed himfelf in his fervice, from the office of Chobdar,
of 'macerbearer, to that of Chazanchi, or treafurer, found means,
with the affiftance of his own tribe, in the confufion which fuc-
ceded the Shaw’s death, to carry off three hundred camels loaded
with wealth, to the mountains of Afganiftan. This treafure
enabled Abdalla to raife an army, and te poffefs himfelf by de-
grees  of ‘the diftri¢ts of the mountains, Herat, part of Chor-
raflan, and all ‘the provinces ceded by the crown of Hindoftan
to the king of Perfia. Thus Abdalla laid the foundation of an
empire, in thofe countries, which formerly compofed the great
mionarchy of Ghizni.

Achmet Abddlla, perceiving the declining ftate of the Mogul

government. in Hindoftan, croffed the Attock, in the beginning

- 1 . - v
of the year ri16o, and raifing contributions upon his march,

advanced towards Delhi, with oocoo herfe. The poor Delhians
fal .panic: Tt

were {track with univert e king himfelf was fick ;

and there were diftra@ions in the councils of the minifters. - The
preflure of the danger cemented all their differences. Ahmed
Shaw, ‘the prince royal, Kimmir ul Dien, the vizier, Seid Sul-

4 labit
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labit Lhan, and Seifdar) Jung,) took the-field, with:8ooco -hotfe;
and: marched-to oppofe the invader.

. Lhe-imperial army: left. Delhi -upon  the 18th of Siffer, and
advanced to a place called Misnioura, ten:crores beyondSirhind,
Abdalla’s army were here in fight; and both, afraid of the iffue
ot .a_ battle, ftrongly entrenched themfelves. In this fituation
they remained for thirty days; fometimes fkirmithing, and at
other times negotiating ; but Ahmed. Shaw. having no: money: to
give, ;Abdalla would not retreat.

Abdalla, in the mean time, found means to advance fome
picces of artillery, which bore upon the flank of the imperial
army. . In the evening the vizier, being at prayers; received.a
thot in the knee,, and died. that night. ' As he was very much
cfteemed by the army, which in reality he commanded, though
the prince bore the name, it was propofed to Ahmed Shaw, by
Meer Munnu, the vizier’s fon, to conceal his death, left the
troops, who depended upon his courage and capacity, . fhould be
affected by that accident. The prince, fecing the propriety of -
this meafure, called together a few of his principal Omrahs, and
held a council of war. It was refolved, that the body of the
vizier fhould be mounted upon his own elephant, in the Howadar,
fupported with pillows; and that in the morning, by day-break,
they fhould iffue out of the camp and engage the enemy.

Orders were accordingly given that night to the Omzrahs, to
hold their troops in readinefs, and their refpeltive. ftations ap-
pointed to each. In the morning, before day, the imperial
army was in motion ; but Abdalla, having previous notice of
their intentions, had prepared to receive them in_ his camp.
The young prince Ahmed led the attack with uncommon bravery,

I and




e —

-y Pyr e

L T . .. C

OF THE MOGUL EMPIRE

and cwas:gallantly feconded by Meer Mimni, who performed
furprizing feats of perfonal valour.---The Peifian defended fims
felf with equal refolution, for the {pace of three hours. At
Iength, his entrenchments were trodden down by the elephants,
and, the imperial army poured into his'camp.

An unfortunate circumftance, at this inftant, totally changed
the face of affairs. Iffur Singh, the fon of Joyfingh, raja of
Amere, who commanded - twenty thoufind horfe, rode up'to the
vizier's elephant for orders, and difcovered that he' ywas dead
Iffur Singh was naturally a coward, and only wanted an excufe
to hide his head from danger. He turned immediately his face
from-the field, and was followed by all his troops. ‘The flight
of; fo-great a part of the army drew many  after them, parti-
cularly. Seifdar Jung, nabob of Qud. ' Abdallh Hot only recovered
his troops from their confufion, but prefied hard upon the im-
perialifts in his turn,

Meer Munnu, upon this urgent occafion, difplayed all the bravery
®f a young hero, together with all the conduét of an old general.
He formed in a column, and encouraging his troops, by words
and evample, bent his whole force againft Abdalla’s center. He,
at the fame time, difpatched a meffenger to Iffur Singh and Seifdar
Jung, affuring them that Abdalla was already defeated, and if
they would return and affift him in the purfuit, he would permit
none of them ever to repafs the Indus. The ftratagem had the
defired effe®.  They returned in full gallop to the field, and re-
newed the charge'with great bravery.

Abdalla, havi ng’almoft aflured himfelf of the victor ¥s Was, . by
this 'uue.&'peé’c:d check, thrown into great confufion. Meer
Munnutook immediate advantage of the enemy’s confternation,

Vor. II. Appendix. #F drove
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A.D. "?4?- drove thumluﬂ" the field, and purfued them five crores beyond

their camp, The lofs was nearly equal on both fides; but a
compleat vitory remained to the Moguls; for which they were
entirely indebted to the furprifing efforts of Meer Munnu.

A fingle defeat. was not enough to difcourage Abﬂalla, who
was a brave officer. He colle¢ted his difcomfited army, dif-
graced: fome | of his; chief; Omrahs, conferred their rank and
honots upon others, rewarded thofe whe had behaved well, and,
with his fword drawn, riding  through -and thrcmgh.his troops,
encouraged them again to action. The Moguls were not a little
{urprized, next morning, to fee Abdalla, whom they prepared to
pusfue, with his army drawn up in order of battle before their
camp.---This uncommon confidence in a defeated enemy, threw
a damp vpon the courage of the conquerors. They contented
themfelves with forming the line, and with ftanding in expecta-
tion of the-charge.---Abdalla, as the prince had fome advantage
of ground, at the fame time declined coming to action, and, in
the evening, encamped at a fmall diftance.

e

The fecond day was fpent in {kirmifhes, and a diftant can-
nonade : but, upon the third, to ufe a Perfian expreflion, the
interval of battle was clofed, and the fhock was very violent.
Though irregular armies of horfe make little impreffion upon 2
folid body of well-difciplined infantry; yet when they engage
ene another, upon equal terms, each trufts to the ftrength of his
own arm, and the battle is in general extremely bloody. This
irregular kind of attack, it muft be allowed, requires a greater
degree of perfonal courage, where man to man is oppofed, than
to ftand wedged in 2 clofe battalion, where the danger may in-
deed be as great, butnot {o apparent.

The
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‘The young prince Ahmed diftinguithed 1 himfelf in a particular
manner in this action ; and Meer Munnu, - tenacious of the gloty
he' had already acquired, was not to be refifted. Abdalla, after
an-obftinate refiftance, was again driven off the field, and put-
fued acrofs the Suttuluz.  Here Abdalla, in fpite of his misfor-
tunes, like an able and gallant commander, put the beft face
upon his affairs.  He had loft all his attillery and baggage, and

being now lefs incumbered than the imperial army, ‘he made/a

forcéd march; and, taking: a circuit to the right, repafied the
river, and néxt day, to the aftonifhment of the prinee and Meer
Munnu, was heard off eighteen crores: in' their ‘rear; inl full
march towards Delhi.

Intelligence of Abdalla’s match being received in'the capital,

every thing fell into the utmoft confufion, and a general ipanic

prevailed. Ghazi ul Dien, the nizam’s fon, being at court,
collected what forces he could, and marched out of the city'to
oppofe Abdalla.  'The enemy hearing of this army in their front,
would proceed no further, His' troops, with' one voice; . told
Abdalla, That, before they advanced’ towards ' Delhi, it was
neceflary to defeat the imperial army which was behind them.
He was therefore conitrained to march back towards the prince
and Meer Munnu, who expected a third battle: but Abdalla
thought ‘it prudent to decline it; and, by night, repaﬁ;.d ‘the
Moguls,: and continued his rout 'to Lahore.

A change of affairs at the ‘court of Delhi happening at this

‘time, . prevented' the prince’and’ Meer Munnu from  purfuing

Abdalla.”" They encamped on the banks of the Suttuluz, whete
Ahmed Shaw propofed: to'iconfer  the fibafhip of Lahore upon

-any’ of "his Omrahs who would undertake to recover it from
-Abdalla, - After this offer had been'declined by all of them; it

*F 2 was
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A.D. 1743 was acceptetlyupon; thefe-térms by Meer: Munnii; ' whe, hwith-a

divifion: of | the-army, marched  towards ‘Lahore, while Ahmed
Shaw- returned with the reft to Delhi. « Mahummud Shaw had
an inviplable: friendthip for his wizier, Kimmir ul ‘Dien Chan.
In ithe {tottering ftate of the regal authority, all his confidénce
was ‘répofed - in - that minifter. /' When: therefore ithe' news of
Kimmir's death came to him atDelhi, he immediately confidered
his own affairs as defperate. ' He retired to a private apartment,
and ‘wept bitterly alk night. I the morning: he! mounted  the
throne a8 ufual, to give public andience ;‘and, whilft every flat-
tering' courtier- was running out \in praife of ‘thedeceafed,
the emperor feemed much affected. He,  at latt, exclaimed::
«« O cruel fate! thus to break the ftaff of my old age.--~Where
¢« now fhall I find fo faithful a fervant "---With thefe words he
fell into a fit, to which he was fometimes fubject, and expired
fitting upon his threne.

The death of Mahummud Shaw' happened upon the 8th'of
Ribbi ul Sani, in the 1160 year of the Higera, after a difaftrots
reign of thirty years.  The court endeavored to conceal his
death till his fon prince Ahmed fhould arrive. - He ‘accordingly,
upon the 7th day after his father's deceafe, entered De¢lhi; lncing
fent for by exprefs from Ghazi ul Dien'Char,* who was fuppefed
by the ignorant valgar,” whoare always ready to afcribe {udden
deaths to violence, tohave made'away with Mahummud Shawe

MAauUMMUD SuAw was remarkably comely; of a flately
ftature and affable deportment. He was no {fmall proficient in
the learning of his country; and he wrote the Arabic and
Perfian languages with the greateft elegance and propriety. He
was perfonally brave ; but the eafinefs and equality ef his tem-
per made his aétions appear undecifive and irrefolute. 'Good-

5 natured:
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natured to'a fault, he forgave, " in others, crimes which his gon
foul would abhor to commit; and thus he permitted his autho-
rity to become avi&im to an ill-judged ‘clemency. Naturally
indolent and diffident of his own abilities, his mind perpetually
fluctuated’ from one 'object to another. © His pafiions therefore
took'no: determined courfe of ‘their own; butwere eafi ly diverted
into. any channel, by whatever perfon 'was near him.-== ¢ The
¢ foul of Mahummud,” faid a Mogul who knew him well,
“¢/was like the waters of a lake, ecafily agitated by any ftorm,
“ but which fettle immediately after the winds are Taid.” If his
eafinefs or irrefolution in politicks led him into many errors, he
bore with-indifference, if not with fortitude, the misfortuncs
which were their natural confequence.

Born in the funthine of a court, brought up in the bofom of
luxury, confined within the walls of a zennana, and, in a man-
ner, educated among eunuchs, as effeminate as thofe whom they
guard, we are not to wonder that the pringes of the Eaft fhould
degenerate in a few generations. If to thefe obftructions to the
exertion of the manly faculties of the foul, we add the natural
lenity of Mahummud, a common but unfortunate virtue in the
race of Timur, it ought not to furprize us, that in a country
like India, his reign fhould be crowded with uncommon misfor-
tunes. Had his fate placed Mahummud in Europe, where
eftablithed laws fupply the want of parts in a monarch, he might
have {lumbered with reputation upon a throne; and left behind
him the character of a good, though not of a great, prince.
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S2EYCE T O N JaaiE
The Hiftory of the Reign of AuMeED SHAW.

PON the 17th of Ribbi ul Sani, in the'year 1160 of the
) 'Higera, AumMED SHAW, the fon of Mahummud, mounted
the throne cf Delhi. The firft act of this reign, was theap-
pointment of Seifdar Jung, the irrefolute fuba of Oud, to'the
vizarit. ‘This fellow was originally a merchant of Perfia, known
there by the name of Abul Munfur. He travelled to India to
fell his commodities ; and was retained there as an accomptant,
by the famous Sadit Chan, governor of Oud.’ He behaved fo
much to his mafter’s fatisfaGion in that ftation, that he advanced
him to a command in the army, and conferred upon him his
daughter in marriage. . His alliance with Sadit fo much rdifed
his intereft at the court of Delhi, that, upon the death of his
father-in-law, he was raifed to the fubafhip of Oud. Though
he was a very bad foldier, fuch was the fmoothnefs of his tongue
and plaufibility of 'behavior, that he paffed upon the weak as a
man of confiderable parts; which, together with fome know-
ledge in the finances, paved his way to the high émploy of vizier.
Ghazi ul Dien continued bukfhi; and no other material changes
in the adminiftration happened upon the acceffion of Ahmed.

The war with Abdalla, ‘which was now carried on in Punjab
by Meer Munnu with various fuecefs, ingrofied the attention of
the court of Delhi; for the greateft part of the imperial army
was employed in that fervice. Advices,. in the mean time,
arrived from the Decany of the death of the famous Nizam:ul
muluck, in the one hundred and fourth year of his age; and
1 that
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that hisfecond ‘fon, Nafir Jung, acceded to the government,
It may not, perhaps, be out of place here, toigive a fhort fketch
of the charadter of the Nizam, who for a long time made {o
great a figure in India,

The Nizam, though no great warrior, was reckoned a confum-
mate pelitician, -in 2 country where low craft and deceit, withe
out any principles of honor and integrity, - obtain the appellation
of :great parts. ; ‘The 'dark defigns of his mind lay abways con-
cealed behind an uhcommon plaufibility and.eloquence of tonguc.
His  pafiions werefo much under: his command, that he was
never known to-difcover any violent emotion even upon the moft
critical and: danggrous | eceafions: -but (this apathy. did -not arife
from fortitude, but firom deep: diflimulation and defign.. It was
with: himy ‘an - unalterable maxim to ufe ftratagem rather ‘than
force; ‘and to bring abeut with private treachery, what even
could be.accomplifhed with open force.! He. fo habituated him-
felf to wvillainy, that the whole current of his foul fan in that
channel ; and it was even doubtful whether he could . for a

moment divert it to honeﬁy to bring about his moft favored

defigns. - If the Nizam fhewed any tendency te virtue, it wag
by fubftituting a lefler wickednefs for a- greater. 'When fraud
and. circumvention, could accomplith his purpofe,  he never ufed
the dagger or bowl. To fum up, his character in a few words ;
without fhame, he was perfidious | to- all mankind; without
remorfe, a traitor to his king and country ; and, without terror,
a hypacrite in the prefence of his god. *

® Nafir Jung, the nizam’s fon, having rebelled, was at the head of a great
army. ‘The deceitful old man counterfeited ficknels fo well, and wrote fuch

pathetic letters to Nafir, requefting to fee him before he died, that the young
fellow was taken in the fnare,  vifited his father, and was imprifoned,

When
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When' the news of Nizam ul muluck’s death came to Delhi,
Ghazi ul Dien, who was ‘his eldeft fon, applied to the king for
his' fubathip. 'But Nafir Jung, being poffefled of his father's
treafure, raifed a great army, and marched from Aurungabad
towards Delhi ;  not on pretence of war, but to pay his refpects
to ' the emperor.  Ahmed dreaded nothing more than' this cere-
monious vifit from a man' at the head of fo greata force. He
judged that Nafir Jung, under that fpecious pretext, covered a
defign to extort from him a confirmation of the fubadary of the
Decan. He therefore durlt not favor the pretenfions of Ghazi
to the provinces of the Decan, and confequently was reduced to
the neceflity of confirming Nafir Jung:in his ufurpation. ' Thus
the florm was diverted, and the new Nizam returned:to

Aurungabad.

In the year 1161, Caim Chan Bunguifh, jagierdir of Feroch-
abad, having differed with Ali Mahummud, a neighbouring
Zemindar, they both drew out their vaffals and dependents, and
fought about ten crores above Ferochabad, ‘and Caim Chan was
defeated and flain.  Seifdar Jung, the vizier, being informed of
thefe tranfactions, fent orders to Raja Nevil Roy, his deputy in
the province of Oud, to confifcate the eftate of Caim Chan.
The deputy rigoroufly executed the wvizier's orders. He feized
upon Caim Chan’s five fons, together with five of his adopted
flaves, confined, and afterwards affaflinated them at AHahabad.
Ahmed Chan, another fon of Caim Chan, remained ftill alive;
and, in erder to revenge the death of his brothers, raifed the
Patan tribe, of which he was now acknowledged chief,: and
marched againft Nevil Roy, who had colle¢ted all his forces to
oppofe him.

—




OF iTHE MOGUL EMPILRE,

In the beginning of the. year 11625 the two arntics.piet at a
place mear Lucknow, called Callinuddi. | The Patans. were
Acarcely. four thoufand ftrong ; but the army.cof thendeputy: of
Oud confifted of at leaft twenty. thoufand. -The; Patan chief,
infpired. by revenge, and vigoroully . fupported by -kiis. friends,
attacked in perfon Nevil Roy. in the very center-of his- army,
and flew his enemy with his own hand, = The army of Nevil
Roy, feeing him fall, immediately quitted the field. | Their
artillery and baggage, and foon after almoft thic: whole proyinée
of |Oud,, fell into the victor's handsy

When: the news of this difafter arrived at Delhi, Seifdar Jung,
the wvizier, talked in 2 very high' ftrain, and requefted of the
emperor, that he might be permitted to lead an army againfl
Ahmed Chan. The f{ultan confented; but the feafon being far
{pent before the army was levied, the expedition was deferred
till the folftitial rains thould be over. In the month of Mohirrim,
1163, the vizier, with an army of eighty thoufand men, marched
from Delhi ;, and, without diftinGion of age, fex, or condition,
put all the Patans he could find to the fivord. Ahmed Chan was
not intimidated by this great force. With fearce twelve thoufand
men he marched from Ferochabad, and met the imperialifts a¢
Shura Sahawir, near that city.

The. day happened to be very windy, and Ahmed improved
that circumflance . to his own advantage. He wheeled to
windward, and the duft flew in fuely clouds in the fice of the
imperialacmy, that they did'fiot diftover the motions 6f Ahmed 5
but aferibed the darknes which involved themfelyes to the effeéts
of a whirlwind, common at that feafon of the year. The'enemy,
however, like a thunderbolt, iffued from the bofom of this
ftorm, and at once ftruck the Moguls with terror and difmay.

Vo, I, dppendix. *G The
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The' Patans madefuchigood-ufe-of their fiweords, -that they foon
covered the field with dead; and the cowardly Seifdar. Jung,
without making one effort, - was the firft of his army who fled.
The' Jates--and=Rohillas; | though thus fhamefully deferted by
theirgeneral, ‘made head againit Ahmed Chan,. and found means
to-carry off the greateft part of the artillery, which confifted of
twelve hundred, pieces of  various bores. But neither of thofe
tribes returned the guns to the king : they carried them to their

own forts; «tol ftrengthen: themfelves againit his authority,

This overthrow was a dreadful ftroke to the tottering empire.
The greateft part of the province of Oud was loft; the Jates, a
numerous tribe of Hindoos, who poflefled a large territory near
Agra; and, the Rohillas, a Patan nation, who inhabited the
greateft part of the country b::twccn_ Delhi and Lucknow, fecing
the whole imperial force baffled by a petty chief, began to throw
off their allegiance, Seifdar Jung, in the mean time, arrived with
a {mall part of his army at Delhi ; and Ghazi Chan advifed the
king to put him to death for the difgrace which he had drawn
upon his arms. This punifhment would not have been too
{evere for the vizier’s bad behaviour: but that minifter had
firengthened his intereft by a coalition with Juneid Chan, the

chief eunuch.

The queen-mother, Begum Kudfia, being a woman of gal-
fantry, had, for want of a better lover, fixed her affeCtion upon
the chief eunuch. She had the addrefs to dire® the weak
monarch in every thing, and to keep him in leading-ftrings
upon the throne.  Juneid Chan, though in no public employ,
by means of Kudfia’s favor, held the helm of government; and,
by his influence, not only faved the vizier's life, but continued

him in his office..

In
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“In thecourfe of 'the fame year) a treaty-was concludediwith A.D. 1750

the ‘Mahrattors, who were {preading their! devaftations over the
foutheérn provinces, The Chout was ftipulated -to. be regularly
paid 'by ‘'the empire ‘to thofe troublefome barbarians.:;Ahmed
Shaw ordered ‘4n army to 'be' levied, to recover the province of
Oud; and it was foon compleated by the aceeffion of forty thou-
fand Mahrattors, who inlifted themfelves in the imperial fervice.
But inftead of putting himfelf at the head of his forces, the
weak emperor, by 'the'advice of his mother and her gallant,
gave the command of it to his vizier, that he might have an
opportunity to retrieve his loft honour.

Raja Sourage Mull, prince of the Jates, by the acquifition of
the Mahrattors to the imperial army, judged it prudent orice
more to join the vizier with all his forces ; fo that the minifter’s
army now confifted of no lefs than one hundred thoufand men.
Seifdar Jung marched from Delhi, in the year 1164, again{t
Ahmed Chan: but the Raja of the Jates, ‘inftead of aiding
him, found means to fruftrate all his defigns.  Having fpent'a
whole campaign without coming to aétion, he patched up avery
difthonorable peace, and returned to Delhi with the Mahrattor
mercenaries at his heels, mutinous for want of their pay.

The demand of the Mahrattors amounted to fifty lacks of
roupees, which the government was in no condition to pay: and
the {um gradually inereafed with the delay. Ghazi ul Dien,
who had been for fome time foliciting for a royal commitiion for
the: fubafhip of the Decan, promifed, to pay off the Mahrattor
debt, upon condition he fhould receive from the emperor that
appointment. Ahmed Shaw was glad upon any terms to get
rid of thofe clamorous and dangerous mercenaries, and accordingly
iffued out the imperial funnuds to Ghazi, That Omrah having

*G 2 fatished
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fatisfied the Mahrattors in their demands upon Ahmed; engaped
them immediately in his own fervice ; and having added to them
a great army of other troops, obtained his own office of buck{hi
for his fon Ghazi, a youth of fifteen years of age, and marched
towards the Decan.

The elder Ghazi’s brother, Nafir Jung, fuba of the Decan,
and his fon Muziffer, who had fucceeded him in the government,
were both dead. - Sillabut Jung, the third fon of theold Nizam;
now fat upon the Mufnud, which Ghazi claimed by the right
of primogeniture. In the-month of Zehidge, 116%, he, with
an army of one hundred and fifty thoufand men, arrived in the
environs of Aurungabad. The forces of his brother,: Sillabut
Jung, the reigning fuba, were fomewhat inferior in number,
but they were ftrengthened by a body of French mercenaries,
which, in all probability, would infure to him the vicory.
Sillabut Jung, however, was affaid of the iffue of a general
battle; and, after fome flight fkirmifhes, he found means to
prevail with his uncle’s wife to take off his competitor with poifon.
Thus did the perfidious Sillabut Jung fecure to himflf the
empire of the Decan, without a rival.

But to return to the tranfa&ions of the court of Delhi: Seifdar
Jung, the vizier, finding that Jhis own mfluence declined, and
that Juneid Chan, the favorite cunuch, carried all before him,
invited him to ‘an entertainment, and, contrafy to the laws of
hofpitality, and altogether forgetful that he owed te Juneid his
own life and fortune, aflaflinated him by the handsof Ifhmaiel
Chan, one of his adopted flaves. Ahmed Shaw, ‘being informed
of this prefumptuous villainy, flew into a violent rage, ‘degraded
Seifdar Jung from the vizarit, and banifhed him the court. This
was the effe@t of a fit of ‘paffion; for the unfortunate king was

; in
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in'no condition, in fa&, to exert (o far his authority. ~The per-' a:D.

fidious vizier, finding that he had nothing to hope from fubmif-
fion, broke out into open rebellion. ' He foon after, by the
affiftance of the Jates, advanced to Delhi, and befieged Ahmed
Shaw and young Ghazi, the buckthi, in that city.

The fon of Kimmir ul Dien, whe, in the reign of Mahummud,
held fo long the wigarit, was raifed, under the title ‘'of Chan
Chanan, to the vacant employ of Seifdar Jung, ‘and began to
fhew fome abilities i his new office.  Young Ghazi, who was a
youth of extraordinary parts, defended the city with great refo-
lution for three months. 'The rebels were at laft fo difpirited,
that Ghazi ventured to attack them in the field, and gained a
complete victory. - Seifdar Jung fled towards his former fubathip
of Oud, and left his allies, the Jates, under Raja Sourage Mull,
to extricate themfelves from the perilous fituation to which he
had brought them.

The zebellion: of Seifdar, happened in .the year 1166. The
Jates being deferted by him, were in no condition to keep the
ficld againft Ghazi. They fled before the imperial army under
Akebut Chan, to their own territories near Agra. That general
invelted the ftrong fortrefs of Billemgur, ‘which he took by capi-
tulation; but fo little did he regard his plighted faith to the gar-
rifon, that he put them all to- the fword.. The Jates, in the
mean time, came before the imperial army; but diffident of
their own ftrength in the field, they feparated their forces, and
fhut themfelves up in “their forts. ‘The imperial general alfo
divided hisl army into detachments, and laid at once fiege to the
two ftrong ‘forts ‘of Dieg .and Combere, lying in the territory
‘between Agra and Delhi,

Ghazu
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Ghazi vl Dién; i’ the'mean time, o' carry on more eﬂ-'c&uall}f
thé war agdin{t the Jates, obtaiied’ permilfiion from the emperor,
f0" ‘call 'in “forty thoufend Mahrattors, under their two chiefs,
Jeiapa Malhar Raw; ‘and Raganut Raw. By this acquifition of
firerigth, the ini perialifts” were emabléd 'to''cdriy ‘on' the fieges
with vigor. At Delhi, young Ghazi and the new vizier con-
tended for the command " of the army. This conteft was after-
wards fatal in its cenfequences; - but for the prefent Ghazi ul
Dien prevailed. He marched with a réinforcement from Delhi;
and, upon his arrival in the country of the Jates, took the com-
mand of “the imperial army. [

The fieges continted two months after the arrival of 'Ghazi,
and the garrifons were reduced to the laft extremities.” The im~
Pcria]i{’cs, in the mean time, had expended all their ammunition;
and Ghazi was, upon that account, obliged to difpatch Akebut
Mahmood to Delhi, with a good force, to bring him the necefiary
ftores. Thevizier feeing that the ftrong holds of the Jates muft
{oon fall inte the hands of Ghazi, fhould he be fupplied with
ammunition, and being extremely jealous of any thing that might
throw honor upon his rival, Poifoncd the mind of the weak King
againft his buckfhi, by means of forged letters and villainous
infinuations, thit the young Omrah afpired to the throne.  The
enterprizing genius, and great abilities of Ghazi, gave fome
color to fufpicions of that kind ; and the unfortunate Ahmed, in-
fread of promoting his own. caufe againft the Jates, took every
meafure to pievent the fuccefs of Ghazi.

Thé King accordingly begiifi'to levy forces in Delhi, and wrote

a letter to Raja Sourage Mully' the - chief of ‘the Jates, to make
an obftinate defencéy and that'he himfelf would foon relieve him:
that, under pretence of>joining the'army under Ghazi, he would
attack
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attack that general in the rear, and at. the fime time difplay a A, D. 175z,

fignal to the Raja, to fally from the fort of Combere.---Thus
the king, as if infatuated by his evil genius, planned, his, own
ruin,  His letter fell into the hands of Ghazi, whofe friends at
court had informed him of the inttigues;of the vizier. Struck
with the king’s ingratitude, and urged oni by felf-defence, he
immediately refolyed upon open hoftility. He raifed the fieges,
and crofled the Jumna, to oppofe Ahmed Shaw and his vizier,
who were marchin g down between the rivers,

The king, hearing of Ghazi's approach, halted at Secundra,
and endeavoured, by fair promifes, to bring back that Omrah to
his duty. Ghazi, in anfwer fo the king’s meflage, returned to
him ._his own letter, to Raja Sourage Mull., He wrote him, at
the {fame time, that < he could place no confidence in a man;
¢ who plotted againt his life, for no crime i if to ferve the ftate
. was not ene. - What mercy,” continued Ghazi, *¢ can T ex-
“ pect from Ahmed, in the days of rebellion,  when he treated
. me as a traitor, in.the days of loyalty and friendfhip ? A prince,
“ that is weak enough to liften to the bafe infinuations of every
 {ycophant, is unworthy to rule over brave men; who, by the
“ laws.of God and nature, are Juftified to ufe the power which
“ providence has placed in their hands, to protect themfelves
“ from injuftice.”

The king perceived, by the firain of this letter, that Ghazi
was refolved to pufh him: to the Jaft extremity. - He, -however;
durft not engage him in the field. He made the beft of his way
to Delhi, and was fo clofely -purfued, by Ghazi, - that that
Omrah pofiefled himfelf of one of the gates; upon which Ahmed
Shaw and the vizier {hut :hemfelves__up, with a fmall party, in;
the: citadel. - Ghazi immediately invefted) the place; and the

1 king,
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king;- after a faint refiftance, furrendered himfelf.. | Ghazi, after
reproaching- him. for. his intentions againft his life, committed
him ‘and the vizier to the charge of Akebut Mahmood. The
unfortunate {ultan was, deprived of fight, the next day, by the
means of.an hot irons It is faid, by fome, that this was done by
Akebut Mahmood, without orders, to thew: his zeal for the fer-
vice.of his patrans. but, from the general character of Ghazi,
we have, no. reafon to doubt his being concerned in this crime,

Thus ended the. reign  of the unfortunate Ahmed Shaw ;a3
prince, who, in his firlt exploits, appeared with fome; luftre,
When he mounted the throne, as if a¢tion degraded royvalty,
he altogether gave himfelf ., up to indolence.; ; To fave the
trouble of thinking, he became the dupe of: every {pecious flat-
terer, and at laftfell the unlamented victim of  his -own folly.
He pofiefled all the clemency of the houfe of Timur; but that
virtue was now, in {ome meafure, a vice, in a eountry fo corrupt,
and in an age fo degenerate. - Though Ahmed was not defective
in perfonal conrage, he may truly be faid to be a coward in mind:
dangers appeared formidable to him, thmuﬁh a troubled imagi-
nation, which, upon trial, he had fmtxtude to furmount.---He
fat upon the throne of Delhi feven lunar years and one month ;
and was depofed in the month of Jemmad ul awil, in the 1167

of the Higera.

The power and extent of the empire were very much dimi-

nifhed in the reign of Ahmed Shaw. All the provinces, except

thofe between the frontiers of the Jates, a few miles to the caft
of Delhi, and Lahore to the welt, were, in fact, difmembered
from the government of the houfe'of Timur, though they paid a
nominal allegiance.’” “The rich kingdom of Guzerat was divided

between the Mahrattors «and a Patan Lubl::, called Babbé; the

5 DLmn
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Decan ‘was “ufurped by the Nizam ul muluck’s family Bengaly
Behar, and Orifia, by Aliverdi Chan, and his fuccefforss Oud, by
Seifdar Jung; Doab, by Ahmed Chan Bunguifh ;' Allahabad, by
Mahummud Kuli; and the countries round Agra,'“by Raja
Sourage Mull, the chief of ‘the Jates..--Buddoon, and all the
provinces to the north of Delhi, were in the hands of Mahum>
mud Ali, Sadulla Chan, and other chiefs of the Réhilla tribe of
Patans. A number of petty Rajas ftarted up into independent
princes in Malava: Bucht Singh feized upon the extenfive ter-
ritory “of Marwir, and Madoo Singh reigned in'the provinces
round Joinagur and Amere.

‘The gallant Meer Munnu ftill oppofed the torrent of invafion
from the north. Heé' maintained the war with fuccefs, againft
Abdalla, for the provinces of Moultan and Punjab, and, for a
fhort fpace of time, fupported the declining empire. Every
petty chief, in the mean time, by counterfeited grants from Delhi,
laid claim to jagiers and to diftrits: the country was torn to
pieces by civil wars, and groaned under every fpecies of domeftic
confufion.  Villainy was pratifed in every form; all law and
religion were trodden under foot; the bands of private friend-
fhips and conneions, as well as of fociety and government, were
broken; and every individual, as if amidft a foreft of wild beatts,
could rely upon nothing but the ftrength of his own arm,

Vor, II. Appendix. % SECTION
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"The Hiftory. of the Reign of ALLUMGIRE SANI.

PON the fame day that Ahmed Shaw was deprived of

fight, Ghazi ul Dien releafed from confinement Eaz ul
Dien, the {fon of Moaz ul Dien, and grandfon of Bahadar Shaw,
the fon and fucceflor of the famous Aurungzebe.  This prince
was placed by Ghazi upon the throne, by the name of Arrum-~
GIRE. To begin his reign with an aét of beneficence, he ordered
{eventeen perfons of the imperial houfe of Timur to be releafed
from prifm1, to grace his coromation. - It may not be impruper
here to fay fomething concerning the inauguration of the Mogwd
€MmpErors.

When a prince is, for the firft time; feated upon the throne,
with the goyal umbrella over his head, the Omrahs, aceording
to their dignity, are ranged.in two lines before; one upen his
right; -the other to his left hand. A herald then proclaims his
titles ; and the Omrahs, each in his ftation, advance with an offer-
ing in gold, which he himfelf receives from their hands. The
fuperintendant of the kitchen brings then a golden falver, with
bread, confections, and other eatables, over which the king,
joined by the whole court, repeats a form of grace; and then he
cats a little, and diftributes the remainder, with his own hand,
among the nobility, This latter is an ancient Mogul ceremony,
introduced by the family of Timur. The emperor mounts then
his ftate-elephant, and, attended by all the court, moves flowly
towards the great Mufgid, throwing, as he advances, gold, filver,
precious f{tones, and pearls, among the populace. In the Mufgid
he repeats a prayer, and afterwards divine fervice is performed by
4 the
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the Sidder ul fuddiir, or the metropolitan of Delhi, The Chutba,

or the genealo;

[

y and titles of the king, are then read, and he re=
turns to the palace with the fame magnificence 'and pomp. The
Mogul emperors. are never crowned : - but upon fome - feftivals
they fit in flate, under'a large golden erown, which is fufpended
by a chain to the roof of the prefence-chamber, and ferves the

purpoﬂ: of -a canopy.

Allumgire found himfelf as much a prifoner upon the ‘throne,
as e was formerly in his confinement. '~ He was not a man of
parts fufficient to extricate himfelf from the toils of that power;
to which he owed his advancement; but had he made no efforts
to'acquire fome authority, the empire might have been, perhaps,
reftored to-itsioriginal dignity and {plendor, by the very extraor-
difiary abilities of ‘Ghazi ul Dien.-==That Omrah now poflefied
the office of the vizarit. Allumgire, without the capacity of
guiding the operations of government himfelf, began to turn all
his mean “parts to thwart the fchemes of theé vizier. Without
confidering whether the meafure was right or wrong, it was fuf-
ficient that it came from the vizier, for ¢he emiperor to oppofe it
by his minions.

This averfion in the king to Ghazi, did not long efcape the
penetrating eyes of that young Omrah. He knew that he was
furrounded by many enemies, and therefore was unwilling to
refign an’'employ, from' which he derived proteétion to his own
perfoa.  In'the mean time'all bufinefs was fufpended, and the
two factions, like armies afraid of the iffue of a battle, watched
the motions of one another.---Nothing remarkable happened at
Delhi, during the firft year of Allumgire, but the affaflination
of the former vizier, about fix months after his imprifonment,

by the orders of Ghazi ul Dien.
*H 2 But,

A, D.
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But, in: the courfe of ‘this “year, the empire received a fevere
blow on its frontiers, by the death of the gallant Meer Munni,
by a fall from his horfe.” . 'He had, ‘in ‘many engagements, deé-
f';-,:uted Abdalla, and ‘vecovered’ from him the whole province of
Lahore. No fooner was this brave Omrah dead, than Abdalla re-
conquered all he had loft; ‘and, advancing to Lahore, confirmed
his {on, then an infant, in the government of that place, under the
direction of an experienced Omrah.

The great fucce(s of Abdslla, in the north-weft, began to
roufe the court of Delhi. ' It was at laft 'refolved,  that
Ali Gohar %, Allumgire’s eldeft fon, fhould, in conjunéion
with Ghazi ul Dien, the vizier, march withithe imperial army
againit the, Perfians.. The treafury.was now emptys land the
few provinces, fubjec to the empire, were grievoufly opprefitd
for money to raife a foree for this expedition.

In; the beginning of the year 1169, the imperial army, con-
filting of 8cooe men, under the prince and young Ghazi, took
the field. They advanced to a place called Matchiwarra, about
twenty crores beyond Sirhind.  ‘They found Abdalla fo well
eftablifhed in his new conquefls, that they thought it prudent to
proceed no further. :The whole campaign pafied in fettling 2
treaty of marriage, between the vizicr and the daughter of Meer
Munnu. It feems that Omrah, to flrengthen his. intereft at the
court of Delhi, had, before his death, promifed his daughter to
Ghazi; but, after that event, both the young lady and her mother
were extremely averfe to the match. When the imperial army
lay at Matchiwarra, the wvizier inveigled both the ladies, from
Lahore to the camp, and finding all intreaty was in vain to obtain
their confent, he, with peculiar bafenefs, clofely confined them,
to intimidate thém' into a compliance. This together. with op-

* The prefent emperor, :

prefling
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preflingithe provinees; through which he marched, comprehefided a.Dp. 1745

the whole exploits of Ghazi on this expedition, - After fpending
all the public money in this vain ‘parade, the prince and. vizier,
without firiling -a blow, returned to Delhi.

The caunfe of 'this ina@ion of the vizier proceeded from ad-
vices' which he daily received from court. The king and his
fa&tion gained ftrength during his ‘abfence s and he forefaw his
own ruin, in cafe: he fhould meet with a defeat from Abdalla.
Upon his: retarn to' Delhi,' he found it neceffary, in order to
fupport  his declining authority, to act with great rigor and
tyranny.  Some Omrahs he removed with the dagger, and others
he deprived of their eftates.  Heé confined the king in the citadel,
and did awhatfoever. he pleafed, as'if he himfelf was vefled: with
the regal 'dignity..

Allamgire; finding himfelf in  this difagreeable fituation,
adopted-a ‘very dangerous plan to extricate himfelf. He wrote
privately to Abdalla, to advance with his army, to relieve him
from the hands of his treacherous vizier. He promifed, that
upon his-arrival-on the environs of Delhi, he fthould be Joined
By the bulk of the imperial army, under the command of Nigib
ul Dowla, a Rohilla chief, to whom Ghazi had delegated his
own ofiice of ‘buckfthi, when he rofe to the employ of vizier.
Thus the weak Allumgire, to avoid one evil, plunged headlong
into greater misfortunes.

Abdalla, hm-'ing received thefe affurances from the -king,
marched from Cabul, where he then kept his court, entered
Hindoftan with a great army, and, in the year 1171, appeared
before Delhi. The vizier marched out with the imperial forces
to give him battle; but, in the feld he was delerted by his

friend,

Gin
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friend, Iigib ul Dowla, with the greatelt part of his army.
‘The ignorance of ‘Ghaziul. Dien of a plot fo long carried on,isa
great, proof of  his extremeunpopularity. . The confequence was,
that Ghazi was obliged to throw himfelf upon the clemency of
Abdalla,” who had fworn vengeance againft him, fhould he ever
fall into his hands. But {uch was the addrefs of the vizier, that
he not only found means to mollify the Perfian, but even to
make him his friend. He was, however, at firft turned out of
his office, but he was foon after reftored by Abdalla himfelf,
who now difpofed of every thing, asif he was abfolute king of
Delhi.

Abdalla entered the city, and laid the unfortunate inhabitants
under a contribution of a crore of roupees; a fum now more
difficult to raife than ten crores, in the days of WNadir Shawi
The Perfian remained two months in Delhi. The unhappy
Allumgire, not enly found that his capital was robbed, but that
he himfelf was delivered over again into the hands of a perfon;
whe had now added refentment to ambition and power,

The Perfian, after thefe tranfactions, took the prince, Hedad
Bux{h, brother to the prefent; emperor, as hoftage for Allumgire’s
future behavior; and, having forced Meer Munnu's daughter to
folemnize her marriage with Ghazi, marched towards Agras
He, on his way, laid fiege to Muttra, took it by affault; and,
having facked the place, put the inhabitants to the fword, for
the enormous crime of attempting to defend their lives and pro-
perty. After this fcene of barbarity, Abdalla advanced to Agra,
which was held on the part of the king * by Fazil Chan.
This Omrah defended the city with fuch refolution, that Abdalla,

* Though the Jates had all the country round Agra, they had not yet pofiefled
themfelves of that city.
after
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after fuﬂuining fome lofs, thought it prudent to raife the fiege ;
but, being exafperated at this repulfe, he fpread death and de-
vaftation thmugh the territories of the Jates, who, unable to
cope with him in the ficld, had retired info their {trong holds ;
from which, they at times iffued, and cut off his ftraggling
parties.--~-The Perfian returned to a place called Muxadabad,
about eight crores from Delhi. Allumgire came out to pay his
refpects to him ;. and, by his condu&, feems to haye been per-
fectly infatuated. When the cries of his diftrefied people reached
heaven, that contemptible monarch, inftead of endeavoring to
alleviate their miferies, either by force or negotiation, was
wholly bent on the gratification of a fenfual appetite. The
caufe of his vifit to Abdalla, was to obtain his influence and
mediation” with' Sahibe Zimany, the daughter of Mahummud
Shaw,” whom he wanted to efpoufe ; the princefs herfelf being
averfe to the match. When kings, inftead of exerting their
talents for the prote@ion of their people, fuffer themitlves to be
abforbed in indolence and fenfuality, sebellion becomes patriotifx

1,

and treafon itfelf is a virtue.

In the mean time, the news of fome incurfions from the wefl-
ern Perfia, into the territories of Abdalla, recalled that prince
from India, Malleké Jchan, the widow of Mahummud Shaw,
and her daughter Sahibe Zimany, claimed his protection againft
Allumgire., He carried them both to Cabul, and fome time after
efpoufed the daughter himfelf.---The Perfian having evacuated
the imperial provinces, the vizier became more cruel and oppref~
five than ever : he extorted money from the poor by tertures, and
confifcated the eftates of the nobility, upon falfe-or very frivoleus
pretences. ‘To thefe tyrannies he was no lefs driven by the neceffity
of fupporting an army to inforce his authority, than he was by
the natural avidity and cruelty of his own. unprincipled mind.

The
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The king and his eldeft fon, Ali:Gohar, were, in the mean
time, kept flate prifoners. The latter made his efcape in the year
1,172, and, levying. fix thoufand men at Rowari, began to raife
the revenues of the adjacent territories.  After he had continued
this wvagrant kind of life for nine months, the vizier, by the
means of infidious letters, in which Ittul Raw, chief of the
Mahrattors, Raja Dewali Singh, Raja Nagor Mull, and many
other Omrahs, fwore to proteét him, inveigled him to Delhi.
But, in violation of all oaths and fair promifes, he was inftantly
confined by Ghazi, in the houfe of Alla Murda Chan, where he

remained for the {pace of two months.

The vizier having received intellicence that the prince was
privately attaching fome Omrahs to his intereft, and fearing that,
by their means, he might again make his efcape, determined to
remove him to the citadel. He ordered a detachment of five
hundred horfe to execute this fervice. The prince not only
refufed to comply with the vizier’s orders for his removal, but
ordered the gates of the houfe to be fhut, and, with a few
friends, betook himfelf to arms. The houfes of the nobility
in Hindoftan are furrounded by ftrong walls; and;, in fa&, are
a kind of fmall forts. The vizier'’s troops found it therefore
extremely difficult to reduce the prince. He was befieged
clofely for two days; and, finding that he could not defend
himfelf much longer from the thoufands that furrounded the
houfe, he formed the gallant refolution to cut his way through
the enemy. '

He imparted his intentions to his friends, but they fhrunk
from his propofal as impracticable. At laft, fix of them, feeing
him refolved to attempt this defperate undertaking alone, pro-

mifed to accompany him. On the morning of the third day,
: they
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they mounted their horfes within the court. The gate was {uddenly A.D. i17s8.

thrown open, and they iflued forth fivord 'in “hHand, with' the
prince at their head. He cut his way through thoufands' of
GGhazi's troops, with only ‘the lofs of one of his gallant follow-
ers.  Raja Ramnat, and Seid Ali,” were the two principal ' men
concerned in this extraordinary exploit ; the other four being
common horfemen. = Seid Ali was wounded, but four and the
prince efcaped without any hurt,

The prince having thus forced his way through the vizier's
army, iffued out of the city, and arrived at a place, ealled
Vizierabad, ‘about fix crores from the fuburbs. Ittul Raw, the
Mahrattor chief, lay encamped with ten thoufand horfe at Vizier-
abad. Ittul had been hired as a mercenary by the vizier, to fup-
port him in his tyrannical procecdings : but refenting Ghazi's
breach of promife to the prince, and not being regularly paid,
he now thought of ‘plundering the country under the fanétion of
Ali Gohar’s name. He received him; therefore, “with very great
refpect, and promifed to fupport him.

The prince, and Ittul Raw, accardiﬁgly continued, for the fpace
of fix months, to raife contributions on the provinces to the fouth
of Delhi: but as the petty chiefs of villages had, - during the
confufions -of the empire, conftruéted mud forts, whither they
retired with their families and effeéts, 'at the approach of danger,
the Mzhrattors found great difficulty in fupporting themielves; as
none of thofe forts could be reduced without a regular fiege, in
which they were very little fkilled. Tttul Raw, tired' ‘of this
kind of unprofitable war, propofed to the prince to retire to
Gualiér, where the Mahrattors*had' riow eftablifhed a government,
promifing to give him a traét of country for his maintenance.

Voir, 1L Appendix. G | s Al
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Ali Gohar thanked the Mahrattor for his generous propofal, but
declined to accept of it.

His eyes were now turped to another quarter. Nigib ul Dowla,
who had, at the king's requeft, betrayed Ghazi ul Dien to Abr
dalla, yas, upon the reinftatement of the vizier in his office.
obliged to fly to his jagier of Secundra, between the rivers,
about forty crores below Delhi. The prince looked upon him
as the moft proper perfon to conduc his affairs. Ie accord-
ipgly took leaye of Ittul Raw, crefled the. Jumna, arrived at
Secundra, and was received with  great refpect by Nigib ul
Dowla, who, howeyer, did not think proper to join heartily
in his caufe.

To return to the tranfaGions at Delhi: Ahmet Abdalla
had no fooner fettled his affairs, than he prepared for an~
pther expedition, into Hindoftan.. He refolved to f{upport
his army with the plunder of that cowntry, and to keep
them in adion there for other enterprizes more arduous.  Fe
:iccm‘dingl}' marched from €Candahar, and, in the month of
Ribbi ul awil, 1174, arrived in the environs of Delhi. The
unhappy Allumgire applied to him for relief; and, if pofiible,
exaggerated his own misfortunes, and the unheard-of villainies of
his vizier. He, at the fame time, by his emiflaries, ftirred up
factions in the army of Ghazi, who had marched out of the
city to give battle to Abdalla. The dilcerning mind of that
minifter foon penctrated into the king's machinations againit
him. He did not for a moment hefitate what to do; his hands
had alseady been imbrued, in.blood, and he ftarted not at murder.
He refolved to take off the king, and then to let future events
direct his Line of agtion.

Though
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Though the king was in fome méafure prifoner; e
was permitted o keep his goatds and & great retinue of fors
vants. They pitied his misfortunes; and beeame hitmly attached
to his interefts = Abdallay who was nedr with hig drmy, - feemed
to give fome encouragement to Allumgire, and’ that prince’s

party acquired' ftrength: every day. 'The vizier ‘G himflf

hemmed in upon all fides by enemies; he, therefore, thought it
}'ﬁgh time to affaflinnte his malter.<--He knew the weaknefs and
fuperftition of the mind of Allumgire.  He, thercfore, trumped
up a ftory concerning a Fakier,” who prophefied " and wrought
‘miracles at the Kottulah of Ferofe Shaw. “The poor enthufiaftic
king, jult as Ghazi expelted, exprefled a great defire to fee the
holy Fakier. As it would derogate from the reputation of the
pretended faint, to pay a vifit, even to a king; Allumgire refolved
to conifer upon him that piece of refpect.---But he had no fooner
entered the apartment where the holy impoftor fat, than two
affaflins ftarted from behind a curtain, cut off his head with
fcimiter, and threw his body, out of ‘a Back window, upon the
fands of the Jumna. It lay there two days without interment ;
none daring to pay the laft office to the remains of their unfor-
tunate king. This tragedy was acted at Delhi, in the month of
Ribbi ul Sani, 1174.

Such was the end of Allumgire, who, in an age of peace
and tranquillity, might have lived with fome reputation, and
have died with the charader of a faint, But the times required
uncommon abilities in a kin g, and the moft vi gorous exertion of
the manly faculties of the foul ; neither of which that u nhappy
monarch in any degree poffeficd. His ftruggles, therefore, againi®
the ambition of Ghazi, were puerile and impotent. Had he
employed the affafflin againft the breaft of that treacherous mini-
fter, juftice would have warranted the blow ; had he poflefied
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A.D. 1760, courage to have aimed it with his own hand, a thoufand oppor-
tunities were not wanting: - ‘What then can be faid in favor of a
man, who durft not make one'manly effort for his authority, or
refent indignities which he daily received in perfon ?

The perfidious vizier ordered the body of the king, after lying
two days expofed on the fand ‘of the Jumna, to be privately
interred. He then took another prince of the blood, and placed
him upon the throne, by the name of Shaw Jehan.

SECTION
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STENCH PO N Wiy

Tranfadions at the Court of Delhi, from the Death
of ALLUMGIRE Sani, to the prefent Times.

IGIB UL DOWLA, who had, fome time before the
aflaflination. of Allumgire, made up matters with the
vizier, had the addrefs to retain the office of buckfhi. Shocked
at the villainy of Ghazi, or defirous to transfer to himfelf the
whole power, he again betrayed that minifter, and went over
with all his forces to Abdalla. Ghazi, in confequence of this
defertion, fuund_himﬁ:lf obliged alfo to make peace with the
invader,

Thefe factions proved fatal to the unhappy Delhians. Abdalla
laid the city under heavy contributions, and inforced the col-
lection with fuch rigor and cruelty, -that the unfortunate inhabi-
tants, driven to defpair, took up arms. The Perfian ordered a
general mafiacre, which, without intermiffion, lafted for f{even
days. The relentlefs Durannies * were not-even then glutted
with flaughter, but the flench of the dead bodies drove thens
out of the city. A great part of the buildings were, at the fame
time, reduced to athes, and many thoufands, who had efcaped
the fword, fuffered a lingering death by famine, fitting upon the
{moaking ruins of their own houfes. Thus the imperial city
of Delhi, which, in the days of its glory, extended itfelf feven-
teen crores in length, and was faid to contain two millions of
people, became almoft a heap of rubbifh,

* The tribe, of which Abdalla is the chief, are diftinguifhed by that name,
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The miferies of the unfortunate Delhians were not yet at an end.
The Mahrattors, who new; without intermiffion, traverfed the
empire for plunder, advanced to partake of the fpoils of Delhi
with' Abdalia.” Jincow and Malharraw, accordingly, occupied the
environs 'of the city. ‘The 'Perflan niarched out" againf¥ them,
and both armies joined battle at a place called Mudgenu Thuckia,
two crores from the depopulated capital.  The Mahrattors were
defeated, and’ purfued one hundred and ffty' crores fromr the ficld -
but €hey, in the mean time, gave’ Abdalla the {lip; ¢trned his
redr, and fet-out in full march for Deéthi. “The Durannies,
bowever, were {o clofe to" their heels; that, before they could
attempt any thing againft the city, they were a fecond fime
obliged to rétreat. '

In the mean time news ‘arrived, that the Mahrattor chiefs
were advancing' with another very numerous army from ‘the
Decdnm, ‘with a profefied defign to re-eftablifh the ancient Hindoo
government.  Biffwafs Raw, Baow, and Ibraliim’ Chan Ghardi,
commanded - this' force, which, independent of the army of
Mihrattors, whom Abddlla’ had' already deféated, confifted of
one Khundred thoufand' horfée. The Mahommedans were firucle
with terror';- they thought it neceffary to join Abdalla, to fupport
the faith: Suja ul Dowlat, who Had fucceeded his father, the
infamous Seifdar Jung, in the provinice of Oud, Ahmed Chan
Bunguith; chief of the Patans and all the petty chieftains of the
Rohillas, haftened with their forces to Delhi.

The Mahrattors had' now entered  the territories of the Jates,
and fummoned Raja Sourage Mull ‘to join them. Though
Sourage Mull, as a Hindoo, wifhed for the extirpation *of
Mahommedifin in India, he was too jealous of the power of the
Mahrattors,  to .obey their orders. . Enraged .at-his obftinacy;

- 4 they
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they cauried fice and fword rthrough his dominions, and com- A.D, 1761,
pelied him at laft to join them with fifty thoufand men.

The Mabrattorsmow confifted of. two hundred thoufand. horfe,
and the Mghommedans, whom Ahmet Abdalla commanded in
chief, .of near one hundred and fifty thoufand.  “The eyes of all
India were :now turnéd towards the event of awar, upen which
depended, whether the fupreme power fhould remain with the
Mahommedans, _or revert again to the Hindoos. Upon the
approach. of the Mahrattors, ' Abdalla evacuated Delhi, and,
having croficd the Jumna, encamped on the oppofite bank.

S S g AT

v

The Mahrattors immediately entered the city, -and filled .every
quarter of it with devaftation and death. Not content with
robbing the miferable remains of Abdalla’s cruelty of every thing
they poflefied, they ftripped. all the males and females quite
naked, and wantonly whi pped them before them along the fireets.
Many now prayed for death, as the greatelt blefling, and thanked
the hand which inflited the wound.—-Famine begun to rage
among the unfortunate citizens to fuch a degree,. that men fled.
tromy their deareft friends, as from heafts of prey, for fear of
being devoured.. Many women devoured: their own children,
while fome mothers,. of more humanity,  were feen dead in the
ftreets, with infants ftill fucking at.their breaits.---Butlet us now
draw a veil over this fiene of horror.

¥ o R0 REP DT

Ghazi ul Dien found, by this time, that Abdalla was become
his enemy, and inclined to the interefts of Nigib-ul:Dowla: ' He
therefore endeavoured to make up matters with the Mahrattors;
but his propofals were reje@ted.: He then turned Him&If: to the
Raja of the Jates, who 'was in the fiéld an unwilling -auxiliary
to the Mahrattors, and - perfuaded him:to defert their, caufe; arid

retire
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¢Btite to Tiis 'owncountry, swhither he: himfelf accompanied: him;
Thug ‘ended the> publie ! tranfactions  of - Ghazi ul | Dien,: wha
crowded into a few years of early youth more crimes‘and abilities;
than other confummate villains have done into a long life of
wickednels and treachery, - Though he did not poflefls the Decan,
thefruits .of his grandfather’s uncommon crimes, he may. truly
be faid to have been the genuine heir of the parts and treafons
of that-monfter of iniquity and villainy.

#The Mahrattors, when they entered Delhi, confined Shaw
Jehan, who' had borne the. title of royalty for a few weeks ;
and, ‘to quiet the minds of fome Mahommedan omrahs, who
aided them, raifed to the throne Jewan Bucht, the gldeft. fon of
prince : Ali Gohar, . who:had by; this ;time affumed. the title: of
Shaw Allum -in-Behar: . But this ;young . prince, had he even
ahilities to rteigns; had -now no {fubjects left.to command ; for
he ‘may be confidered as the image-of a king,, fet up by way of
infult in the mid{t of the:ruins of his capital.

Abdalla being informed of the delertion of the Jates, was
extremely defirous of repaffing the Jumna, and to come to
battle with the Mahrattors,  He, ' for this purpefe, marched up
along the bank oppofite to the enemy, ‘to Kungipurra, a place
of fome firength, pofleffed by Nizabat Chan, ‘an independent
Rohilla chief. The Perfian fummoned him to furrender, which
he refufed, and the place was confequently taken by aflault, and
the garrifon and inhabitants put to the fword.--=The Mahrattors,
at the fame time, «marched upupon;the fide of Pelhi, and,,tog
confident of their own firengthyi-permitted Abdalla,: avitheut
eppofitiony to: crefs: the: Jumna, by the ford of Ramra ;. but
obferving him:more bold -inj:his-motions than ' they .expedted,

 they "beeame fomewhat afraid, dnd intrenched:, themfelves .at
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Karnal, in the very fame ground which was occupied formerly by A.D. 161

Mahummud Shaw, while Abdalla chofe the moré fortunate
fituation of Nadir Shaw.

Both armies lay in their entrenchments, for twelve - days,
fkirmithing at times with fmall parties. ‘Abdalla, in the mean
time, found means to cut off fome Mahrattor convoys, with pro-
vifions, and, by the vigilance and ‘ativity of his Durannies; to
prevent all fupplies from coming to the enemy’s camp.---As
tamine began to rage among the Mahrattors, they were receffi-
tated to march out of their lines, upon the zoth of Jernmad ul
Sani, 1174, and to offer battle to Abdalla, which he immiediately
accepted. The firft fhock was extremely violent: the Mah-
rattors advanced with great refolution, and charged Abdalla fivord
in hand with Tuch vigor, that he was upon the point of being
driven off the field, when Suja ul Dowlat, well known to the Britifk
in India, and Ahmed Chan Bunguith, the Patan chief of Doab, felt
upon the flank of the Mahrattors, with ten thoufand horfe.--=This
circumftance immediately turned the fcale of victory. Abdalla
recovered from his confufion, renewed the charge, and drove
back the enemy. Should we credit common report, fifty thou-
fand Mabhrattors fell in this action, and in the purfuit: but be
that as it will, the battle was extremely bloody, for all the ge-
nerals of the vanquifhed, excepting Malhar Raw, who fled upon
the firft charge, were flain.

Abdalla, after having purfued the Mahrattors for the fpace of
three days, returned to Delhi.  He wrote from thence letters to
prince Ali Gohar, who had proclaimed himfelf king in the pro-
vince of Behar, under the title of Shaw Allum, requefting him
to return to Delhi, and to take upon him the management of
the affairs of government,  Shaw Allum was too prudent to

Vou, II, dppendix. *K truft
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A'D. 176v. truft himfelf in the handsiof Abdalla, and therefore that prince,

whefe affairs on the fide of Perfia required his prefence, confirmed
Jewan Bucht * upon the throne of Delhi, under the tuition of-
Nigib ul Dowla, -from whom he exatted an annual tribute.
Abdalla, after thefe tranfaétions, returned to Cabul.

No fooner had Abdalla evacuated Delhi, than the Jates com-
menced hoftilities againft Nigib ul Dowla. They feized upon
Camgar Chan, Zemi ndir of Ferochagur, and appropriated to
themfelves his wealth and territory. The minifter, upon this,
took the field. The Jates advanced againft him, with a great
army, under the conduét of their chief, Raja Sourage Mull.
The Jates being much fuperior to the force of Nigib ul Dowla,
became confident of fuccefs ; o that, when the armies approached
within a few miles of one another, near Secundra, the Raja went
carelefsly out, with fome of his officers, upon a hunting party.
Nigib ul Dowla, being informed of this circumitance by means
of his {pies, immediately detached a party of five hundred horfe,
under Seidu, a bold partizan, in queft of the Raja.

Seidu fell in with Sourage Mull, whofe party confifted of
about three hundred, They engaged fword in hand, with great
refolution on both fides; but, at length, the Jates were cut off
to a man, and the Raja's head was brought to Nigib ul Daowla,
who was then upon his march to attack the enemy. The unex-
pected appearance of Nigib, in the abfence of their prince and
beft officers, ftruck the Jates with univerfal panic; when,. at
that very inftant, a horfeman advancing at full {peed, threw the
Raja’s head into their line. This circumfitance compleated their
confufion, fo that Nigib ul Dowla defeated them with eafe, and
purfued them, fword in hand, fome crores from the field of
battle.

* The prefent emperor’s eldeft fom,

5 The
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The miniiter, after this viGtory, returned to Delhi,- Buat he A.D. 1762,

had not long remained in that capital, before Joahir Singh, the
fon and fuccefior of Sourage Mull, hired twenty thoufand Mah-
rattors, under Malhar Raw, and advanced with all his forces to
Delhi. Nigib ul Dowla was not capable to cope with the Jates
and their auxiliaries in the field. He thut himfelf up in the city,
where he was beficged for three months, and at laft reduced to
great diftrefs. However, a handfome prefent to Malhar Raw
faved him upon this critical occafion.  The, Jates, finding them-
felves betrayed by their mercenaries, were obliged to patch up a
peace, and retire into their own country. Thefe tranfactions
happened in the year 1175 of the Higera. Nigib ul Dowla has
been fince frequently attacked by the Jates to the eaft, and the
Seiks to the wefl, but he ftill maintains his ground with great
refolution and ability.

But to return to the adventures of the prince Ali Gohar,
who, under the title of emperor, now reigns in the {mall pro-
vince of Allahabad: we have already obferved, that he, after
parting with the Mahrattors, threw himfelf upon Nigib ul Dowla
at Secundra. He could not, however, prevail upon that Omrah
to take up arms in his favor. He, therefore, left Secundra, with
a fmall retinue of fervants, who lived at their own expence, in
hopes of better days, with their prince. With thefe he asrived
at Lucknow, ene of the principal cities of the province of Oud,
where Suja ul Dowlat kept then his court. Suja ul Dowlat re-
ceived the king with feeming great refpect, and paid him royal
honors ; but this was only the falfe politenefs of an Indian court;
which is always lefs deficient in ceremony than in faith. It was
not the intereft of Suja ul Dowlat, who, by the villainies of his
father, the infamous Seifdar Jung, had become an independent
prince, to revive the power of the empire, he therefore declined

L Y : all
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all - conedion ‘with ! the ‘affairs of Ali Gohar. He, how-
every. made hima Nafir of fome elephants; horfes, and half a
lack of roupees in money, and infinuated to him, to leave
his court.

Ali Gohar, in this" diftrefled fituation, turned towards Alla-
habad. “Mahummud Kuli Chan, at that time, pofiefled that
city and province. - Mahummud received the prince with friend-
dhip: as well as refpect;  for being'a man of anenterprizing ge-
nius, he entertained great hopes of raifing himfelf with the for-
tunes ‘of the Shaw Zadda®. After maturely deliberating upon
the plan of their future operations, it was refolved, that, inftead
of . relieving - the -unfortunate Allumgire from the  tyranny of
Ghazi at: Delhi, they fhould endeavor to pofiefs: themfelves of
the provinces of Bengal and Behar, the revenues of which mi ght
enable them to {upport a fufficient army to reftore the power of
the empire.  Though the Shaw Zadda was the undoubted heir
of: the empire, yet, to take away every pretence of right from
Jaffier Ali Chan, whom the Britith, on account of his villainies,
had raifed to the government of Bengal, he obtained a private

grant of the fubafhips of the three provinces from his father at
Delhi.

Every thing being now concerted, public orders were iffued
to the neighbouring rajas and fogedars, to repair to the ftandard
of the Shaw Zadda; while Mahummud Kuli Chan raifed all the
troops of Allahabad. Camgar Chan, one of the princi pal foge-
dars of Behar, Pulwan Singh, raja of Budgepoor, Bulbidder,
raja of Amati, and many other, both Hindoo and Mahomedan

* Shaw Zadda literally fignifies the king’s fon : a title by which Ali Gohar was
diftinguifhed during the life of his father Allumgire Sani,

chicfs;
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chiefs, obeyed the fummons, and joined' thé prince. ™ Soldietrs of
fortune, in the mean time, flocked to him’ from- all quarters, {o
that Ali' Gohar found himfelf foon . at-the head of fixty thoufand
men. BE01 21

In the month of Ribbi ul Sani,” of the year-1 173, -the Shaw
Zadda: marched from Allahabad towards ‘Bengal. - The parti-
culars: of this war are well known. - Let it f{uffice to ‘mention
here,  that the ‘prince was unfuccefsful iniall his attémpts upon
Bengal; - and was, at laft, obliged to furrender himfelf to the
commander of the Britifh forces, at Geiah in Behar. - He re=
ceived intelligence, foon after, of the affafiination of his father at
Delhi.. He was accordingly proclaimed emperor at Patna; but
nothing : being done for him,. by the Britifh, the unfortunate
prince found himfelf obliged to throw himfelf into the hands of
Suja ul Dowlat, who, in the abfence of Kuli Chan, had frized
upon the province of Allahabad.  The villainy of Suja ul Dowr=
lat did not reft there: he invited Kuli Chan to a conference, and
bafely affaffinated him,

Swja ul Dowlat, having poffefled himfelf of the king’s peffon,
clofely confined him. He, at the fame time, mocked the un-
happy man with a farce of royalty, and obliged him to ratify all
grants and commiflions, which might ferve his own purpofes.
Under the fanction of thefe extorted deeds, Suja ul Dowlat made
war upon the neighboring ftates, in which, however, he was not
very fuccefsful. When Caflim Ali Chan was driven from the
fubafhip of Bengal, Suja ul Dowlat joined him, ‘in order to re-
cover his government.  He was defeated at Buxar, by the Britifh,
and the king being, in his flight, left behind him, threw himfelf
a fecond time under our protection.

He
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He hoped, now, that as Suja ul Dowlat's dominions fell into
the hands of the Britifh, in confequence of this victory, that they
would confer them upon himi But the unfortunate prince de-
ceived himfelf. He had no money, and confequently had ne
friends. Suja ul Dowlat was ftill poffefled of wealth: and the
virtue of the conquerors was by no ineans proof againft temp-
tation. They reftored to him his dominions, and, by a mere
mockery of terms, called injuftice by the name of generofity.
A fmall part of the province of Allahabad was allotted to the
king, for a fubififtence, and the infamous fon of 2 ftill more in-
famous Perfian pedlar enjoys the extenfive province of Oud, as
a reward for a feries of uncommon villainies.---But the tran{-
aGions of the BriTisu SuBAs in India, will furnifh materials
for a diftinét hiftory. We fhall not, therefore, break in upon
that fubje@ in this place; as to mention them flightly would
be, in fome meafure, detra&ing from the fame, which thofe
GreAT MEN have fo juftly acquired, ~

SECTI1O0ON
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SECTION VL

Of the prefent State of HiNDoOsTAN.

/ l 1HE fhort fketch which we have given in the preceding A D. 1764

fections, of the Hiftory of Hindoftan, may ferve to throw
light on the decline of the great empire of the Moguls in that
part of the world. We faw it gradually fhrinking into itfelf,
till the race of Timur are, at laft, confined within the narrow
limits of an dnfignificant province. It muft, however, be al.
lowed, that the uncommon misfortunes of that family, proceeded
no lefs from their own weaknefs, than from the villainy of their
fervants.  Had a man of parts fucceeded the debility of Mahum-
mud Shaw's government, the ancient glory of the empire might
have been ftill reftored. The revolted fubas were not; then,
well eftablifhed in their independence ; and the gallant refiftance
which Abdalla met with, in the reign of Ahmed, fhewed that
the Moguls could ftill defend themfelves from foreign invafions,

This, like other great. ftates, fell into pieces,. more by do-
meftic factions, than by foreign arms. Even the minifters of
the unfortunate Mahummud were men of parts; thofe who ma-
naged, the affairs, of  Ahmed were poffefled of great abilities ;
and, 'in the reign of Allumgire Sani, young Ghazi difplayed an
uncommon - and  enterprizing genius. = But virtue had fled from
the land ; no principle of haner, patriotifm, or loyalty, remained ;
great abilities produced nothing but great crimes; and the eyes
of individuals being wholly intent; upon private advantage, the
affairs of the public fell into ruin and confufion.

!

P R T



8o

A. D. 1764,

HISTORY, OF THE DECLINE

As from the ruins of the extenfive empire of the Moguls,
many independent. governments have ftarted up of late years, it
may not be improper; in this place, to take a curfory view of
the prefent ftate of Hindoftan. To begin with the northern
pravinces, . We haye already obferved,, that Candahar, Cabul;
Ghizni, Pifhawir, iith a part of Moultan and Sind, are under
the dominion of Ahmet Abdalla.  That prince poflefles allo,
upon- the fide of Perfia, the greateft part of Chorraffin and
Seiftan, ~opd all Bamia, on. that of Tartary. Abdalla, in
fhort, reigns over almoft all the countries. which formed
the empire of Ghizni, before it defcended from. the :moun-
tains of Afganiftin to Lahore and Delhi. ' It is highly pro-
bable that, as Kerim Chan has fettled the weftern Perfia, he
may ioon extend the empire to its ancient boundaries towards
the eaft, and drive Abdalla into Hindoftan; fo that a third
dynafty of kings of India may arife from among the

Afgans.

The revenues of Abdalla are very confiderable, amounting to
about three crores of roupees. ' But as he is always in the field,
and maintains an army of 100,000 horfe, to defend himfelf from
the Peérfians and Tartars, he is in great diftrefs for money.
This circumf{tance obliges him, not only to opprefs his own fub-
_'i!:ﬁi:, but alfo to carry his depredations to foreign countries.
During the competition of the feven confpirators for the throne
of Perfia, Abdalla had little to fear from that quarter. But as
Kerim Chan has eftablithed himfelf, by the defeat and death
of his rivals, it is extremely probable, that Abdalla will foon
feel, as we have already obferved, the weight of his arms, as
Chorraffin -and ‘Sciftan “are” properly provinces of the Perfian
5.-]]1[” I'C.

However,
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However, - Abdalla is; at prefent,“at peace with Kerim, and
has taken™ that favorable opportunity -for ‘invading Hindolawk:
He had, in April 1767, defeated the Seiks in three different
aftions, and advanced to Sirhind, about forty crores from Delhi,
with an army of fifty thonfadd hotf& Tt is fuppofed that Nigib
ul “Dowla, who, in' the name of the prefent emperor's fon,
manages the affairs of Delhi, had, as he himfelf was hard pref-
fed by the Seiks and Jates, called in Abdalla, to take upon him
the government: . Nigib ul Dowla, by our beft intelligence,
marched out of the city to meet his ally, with forty thoufand
men. The armies lay in fight of one another; and they were
bufy in negotiation, and in fc:ttling a plan for their future opera-
tions. Abdalla, in the mean time, wrote circular letters to all
the princes of India, commanding them to acknowledge him
KinG or KiNcs, and demanding a tribute, Suja ul Dowlat, in
particular, had received a very fharp letter from him, upbraid-
ing him for his alliance with InrFipELS, and demanding the im-
perial revenues, which that fuba had converted to his own ufe for
fome years back.

Such was the fituation of the affairs of Ahmed Abdalla, by
our laft accounts from Delhi. This prince is brave and a&ive,
but he is now in the decline of life. His perfon is tall and. ro-
buft, and inclinable to being fat. ' His face is remarkably broad,
his beard very black, and his complexion 111{1derately fair. His
appearance, upon the whole, 1s majeftic, and expreflive of an
uncommon dignity and ftrength of mind. Though he is not o
fierce and cruel as Nadir Shaw,  he fupports, his authority with
1o lefs rigor, and he is by no means lefs braye,than that extraor-
dinary monarch. He, in ‘thort, is the moft likely perfon now
n India, to reftore the ancient power of the empire, fhould he
aflume the title of king of Delhi.

Vour. Il. dppendix. *L The
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The Sei1xs border upon’theé’ Indian dominions of “Abdalla.
That nation, it is faid, 'take their name of Skiks, which figni-
fies p1scipLES, from their being followers of a certain philofo-
pher of Thibet, who taught the idea of a tommonwealth, and
the pure doélrine of Deifm, without any mixture of either the
Mahommedan or Hindoo fuperftitions. They made their firft
appearance about the commencement of this centary, in the
reign of Bahadar Shaw, but were rather reckoned then a parti-
ticular feét than a nation.  Since the empire began to decline,
they have prodigioufly increafed their ‘numbers, by ‘admitting
profelytes of all religions, without any other ceremony than an
oath, which they tender to them, to oppofe monarchy.

The Seiks are, at prefent, divided into feveral ftates, which in
their internal government are perfeétly independent of one another,
but they form a powerful alliance againft their neighbors.
When they are threatened with invafions, an affembly of the
ftates is called, and a general chofen by them, to lead their
refpe@ive quotas of militia into the field ; but, as fooh as peace
is reftored, the power of this kind of dictator ceafes, and he re-
turns, in a private capacity, to his own community. The
Seiks are now in poffeflion of the whole province of Punjib,
the greateft part of Moultan and Sind, both the banks of the
Indus from Cathmire to Tatta, and all the country towards.
Delhi, from Lahore to Sirhind. They have, of late years, been
a great check upon the arms of Abdalla; and, though in the
courfe of the laft year they have been unfuccefsful againft that
prince in three attions, they are, by no means fubdued, “but
continue a fevere clog upon his ambitious views in India.

The chief who leads at prefent the army of the Seiks, i3
Jeffarit Singh; there is alfo one Nitteh Singh, who is in” great
& . efteem
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eftéeim amopng them,., They can, upon an emergency, mufter
60000 (good: horfe; but,  though in: India they arc efteemed
brave, they chufe rather to carry on their wars by furprize and
firatagem,, than by regular operations in the ficld. By their
principles of religion and government, as well as on account
of -national ;injurics,  they are inveterate encmies to Abdalla,
and to the Rohilla powers.

Tlo the eaft of the dominions of the gepublic of the Seiks lie
the countries. which are pofiefled by the Rohilla Afgans. Nigib ul
Dowla, whofe hiftory is comprehended in the preceding fections,
is, from his power, as well as from the ftrength of his councils
and his own bravery, reckoned their prince. He pofiefles the city
of Delhi, inthe name of the family of Timur, together with a
confiderable territory around it, on both the banks of the Jumna,
and his reyenues amount to one crore of roupees. He publickly
acknowledges the unfortunate Shaw Allum, at Allahabad, king,
and allews a penfion to his fon Jewan Bucht, who, without any
power, maintains a kind of regal dignity at Delhi,

Nigib ul Dowla has been known, when hard prefled by his
heftile neighbors, to raife 6ocoo horfe ; but his revenues are not
{uflicient to {upport one tenth part of that number. He continues
to take the field under the pame of buckfhi, or captain-general
of the Mogul empire ; and though he has not the power, or per-
haps the inclination, to aflift the king, he keeps up a friendly
correfpondence: with him,. and, without any neceflity, profefles
obedience and a {hew of loyalty,

Befides Nigib ul Dowla, there are chiefs of the Rohilla race,
who are perfeitly independent; but when danger prefles, they
unite with him their forces, - The moft refpeétable of thefe chiefs

*L 2 : is
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is Hafiz ‘Rhimut; 'who. poffefies: a confiderable diftrict between
thie rivers. « The next to him, in power, is Doondi Chan ; and
with him we may number Mutta Huffein, Jacob Ali Chan,
Fatte Chan Zurein, and others of lefs note, who command inde-
pendent tribes beyond the Ganges to the north of Delhi.

The whole power of the Rohillas 'may amount 'to 100,000
v hortfe, and an equal ‘number of infuutry, upon an emergency ;
but - thefe' are fo wretchedly appointed and ill' paid, that they
furnifh more“of ridicule; ‘than they can imprefs of terror! in-the
field. Their infantry ‘are armed with rockets, pointed with dromn,
which they difcharge in vollies among cavalry, which frighten
more with their noife and uncommon appearance, than by the
execution which they make. - The Rohillas are remarkable for
nothing more than their natural antipathy to the Mahrattors,
which might be turned to advantage by the Britith in their future
views upon Hindoftan : but the truth is, that the Hindoos and
Mahommedans fo equally ballance one another in that country,
that by fupporting one, -we may,- with great facility, command
both.

There is a.fmall government of the Patans fo the eaft of (the
Rohilla tribes.  Their diftriét is bounded by the dominions of
the prefent king, by thofe of Suja ul Dowlat, and by the terri-
tories of the Jates.. The capital of this petty principality is Fero-
chabad, which is fituated upon the banks of the Ganges, afew
crores above the ruins of the celebrated city of Kinnoge, Ahmed
Chan Bunguith;  who made :a great figure againft Scifdar Jung,
the father of Suja ul Dowlat, rules over this diftrict. Ahmed is
more diftinguithed by his abilities and perfonal bravery, than by
the extent of his power. His revenues donot exceed fifty lacks;
but he always keeps a ftanding force of two or three thoufard
good
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good - horfe, which he pays well ;-'and,” uponian-emergency, he
vaifes all* his vaflals, who confift of about 20000 men. His
country is full of forts; and he has, confequently, been hitherto
able ‘to defend himfelf againft the Mahrattors, Jates, and Suja
ul Dowlat, who have refpeétively invaded his dominions. ;

The city of Agra, and a very confiderable trac of country
round it, extending along the Jumna, from forty crores below
that city to within five of Delhi, and ftretching back to Gualier
and Barampulla, are now in the hands-of a Hindoo nation, called
the Jates. The raja who, commands the Jates, is defcended of
the ancient race of the Jits, who poffefled the banks of the Indus,
as far back as the reign of Sultan Mahmoodof Ghizni. From
their prince, -the: swhole body of ‘the Jates, though made up.of
many ‘diftin@ tribes and fedts, take their name; but athers,
with lefs probability, trace it to JaTEe, which in the Hindoo
language fignifies a labourer.

The Jates made no figure in the Mogul empire, as'a nation,
till the reign of Allumgire, commonly known in Europe by the
name of Aurungzebe. In that monarch’s expedition to the
Decan, they were firft heard of asa gang of banditti, under an
intrepid fellow, called Chura Mun. They were then fo daring
as to harrafs the rear of 'the imperial army. After the death of
Allumgire, the Jates took advantage of the growing imbecility
of the empire, and fortifying themfelves among the hills of
Narvar, fpread their depredations to'the gates of ‘Agra. Mokun
Singh, who, after the death of Chura Mun, commanded the Jates,
took upon himfelf the title of ‘Raja. 'Their power increafed
under Bodun Singh and Sourage Mull, which: laft was dlgmﬁ:.d
with titles from the emperor: - .
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Joahir: Singh, ‘the fon of Sourage Mull, now reigns oves
the Jates, and is ‘a very weak prince. His revenues do mnot
exceed two crores of roupees ; his dominions, like the reft of
Tadia, being harraffed by the Mahrattors.  He may, upon fome
ocedfions; be able to bring into the field fixty or feventy thoufand
nien; but he cannot keep long in pay -one third of that number.
'The dominions of the Jates abound with ftrong fortrefles, fuch
as Dieg, 'Cumbere, and Aliver; in ‘one of which their prince
frequently refidesy’ though 'he ‘fpends ‘the moft part of his time
at Agra. :

To the fouth-weft of the Jates, Mudoo Singh, a rajaput raja,
poffefles a very confiderable territory, and refides for the moft part
at Joinagur. He is the fon of Joy Singh, a prince famous for
his knowledge in aftronomy, and other mathematical fciences.
He entertained above a thoufand learned brahmins for fome years,
in reétifying the kalendar, and in making new tables for the
calculation of eclipfes, and for determining the longitude and
declination of the ftars.---The revenues of Mudoo Singh are not
very confiderable, being reckoned only eighty lacks; his domi-
nions being woody, mountainous, and confequently ill cultivated.
He can, however, raife fm‘l‘:}' thoufand men; and he himfelf is

efteemed a _guud foldier.

Bordering upon Mudoo Singh, upon the frontiers of the Decan,
is the extenfive country of Marwar, ruled, at prefent, by Bija
Singh, the fon of Bucht Singh, and grandfon of Jeffawind Singh.
! Marwar, when the empire was in a“flourifhing condition, yielded
annually five crores of roupees: at prefent its révenues do not
amount to half that fum, on acceuntof the inceffant depredations
of the Mahrattors, its next neighbours. -

The next Hindoo goyernment to Marwar, is that of Odipour.
The raja of this country is diftinguifhed by the name of Rana.
That
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That prince, more from his nobility of family thar from his
power, aflumes a fuperiority over all the rajas of Hindoftan.
His dominions wete formerly very extenfive, but, of late years,:
they have been circumferibed within natrower bounds. - Hig
territories abound with mountains and forefts, and are almoft fur~
rounded by the kingdoms of Malava and Guzerat. His revenues
are inconfiderable, and he cannot bring inta the field above
fifteen thoufand men.---In the vallies between the mountains of
Odipour, there are many petty independent rajas; Bundi, Cottu,
Rupnagur, Jeflelmere, and Bianere, being governed by their
refpective princes, each of whom can mufter fix or eight thou-
fand men.

The Mahrattors are the moft confiderable Hindoo power i
Hindoftan.. | The principal feat.of their government is Sattarah,
and fometimes Puna, on the coaft towards Bombay. Though
the genuine Mahrattors all over India do not exceed 6oooo men,
yet, from. their fuperior bravery and fuccefs in depredation,
thoufands of all tribes enlift themfelves under their banners.
Thefe, inftead of pay, receive a certain proportion of the
plander. By this means an army of Mahrattors increafes like a
river, the farther it advances ; fo that it is no uncommon thing
for a force of ten:or twelve thoufand genuine Mahrattors to grow
into 100,000, before they arrive in the place which they deftine
to plunder.

The prefent chief of the Mahrattors is Ragenot Raw, the
fon of Bagiraw. He poflefies one half of Guzerat, and all the
territories between that province and. the Decan, He has, of
late years, extended his conquefts to all the provinces of Malava,
and to a part of Allahabad ; having reduced Himmut Singh,
raja of Gualier, Anarid Singh, raja of Badawir, Anarid Singh, of
Chunderi, and the princes of Dittea, Orcha, Elichpoor, Bandere,
and
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and Jaftey; all of whom have become tributary to the Mahrat~
tors. They have, moreover, poffefled themfelves of Oriffa,
which ought, in propriety, to be annexed to the fubafhip of
Bengal, according to the late grant of the king to the Britith.
Thus the dominions of the Mahrattors extend quite acrofs the
peninfula of India, from the bay of Bengal to the gulph of
Cambait or Cambay.

The amount ‘of the revenues of - the Mahrattors cannot eafily
be afcertained.” They mult, however, be very confiderable.
They fubfift their armies by depredations on' their neighbors,
and are become the terror of the Eaft, more on account of their
barbarity than their valour. They never want a prefenc—:: for
boftilities. They demand the Chout, or feurth part of the reve-
nues .of any province; and, ‘in cafe of ‘arefufal, ‘they!ih-
vade, plunder, and lay wafte the country. Their horfes' be-
ing very hardy, their incurfions are fudden, unexpetted, and
dreadful. They generally appoint a place of rendezwous, and
their invafions are carried on by detached parties. Should a
confiderable force at any time oppofe them, they decline coming
to action; and, as they invigorate their hardy horfes with
opium, their flight, like their incurfions, is very expeditious.

The armies of the Mahrattors do not, like the troops of
other Indian powers, incumber themf{elves with bazars or markets.
They truft for their fubfiftence to the countries through which
they march. They are armed with firelocks, fome with match-
lock guns, and others with bows, fpears, javelins, fwords and dag-
gers. They have, within three years back, made fome advances
towards forming a difciplined army of infantry. 'They have,
accordingly, at prefent, ten or twelve battalions of Seapoys,
uniformly cloathed and armed.---All the powers of India being
now fenfible of the advantages which the Britifh have gained by
difciplined infantry, turn their thoughts to a fimilar regulation in
their
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their armies, and to improve. their artillery, which was fermesly
too unweildy and ill-mounted; to be of any fervice in the field,

‘To the eaft of Malava, and to the fouth of Allahabad, is the
country of Bundelcund, governed by Hindoput. His territorics
are of a confiderable extent and very fertile, and he moreover
draws great wealth from his diamond mines of EIiC.I:LgLIII' and
Punagur. He alfo claims a right to the mines of Sommelpour,
but another raja poflefles them at prefent.---The annual revenues
of  Hindeput amount to near two crores of roupees, including the
profits arifing from his mines. Thefe he farms out to merchant-
adventurers, who purchale a certain number of fuperficial feet
of ground, and they are permitted to dig down perp::ndiﬁ:ularl;,=

as-far as they pleafe. . Diamonds beyond a certain weight are

the property of the prince, who has infpeftors, to fuperintend
the works,

The raja of Bundelcund poffeffes the impregnable fortrefs of
Callinger and feveral other confiderable ftrong holds. He has,
notwithftanding, been obliged to compound for a certain tribute
with the Mahrattors, who generally paid him an annual vifit.
Between Bundelcund and Cattack, in Oriffa, lie the rajafhips of
Patna and Sommelpour, which are not very confiderable; the
country being mountainous, woody, and unhealthy, and the in-
habitants barbarous in every refpect.

Part of the province of Allahabad is now poflefled by Simaw
Airum, by birthright and title, though nothing lefs fo .in
power, emperor-of Hindoftan. He keeps the poor refemblance
of acourt at Allahabad, where a few ruined Omrahs, in hopes
of better days to their prince, having expended their fortunes in
his fervice, ftill exift the ragged penfioners of his poverty, and
burthen his gratitude with their prefence.  The diftricts of
Korah and Allahabad, in the king’s poffeffion, are rated at thirty
Voui. Il. Appendix. *M ' lacks,
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lacks, which is one half more than they are able to bear. Inftead
of gaining by this bad policy, that prince, unfortunate in many
refpedts, hasl the mortification to fee his poor fubjets opprefled
by thofe who farm the revenue, while he himf{elf is obliged to com-
pound with the farmers for half the ftipulated fum. Befides the
fevenue arifing from Allahabad and Kerah, which we may at a
medium eftimate at twelve lacks, the Britith pay to the king
twenty-fix lacks out of the revenues of Bengal ; which is all
Shaw Allum poffefles to fupport the dignity of the imperial houfe:
of Timur.---It may not, perhaps, be unacceptable to the public,.
to delineate, in this place, the character of that unfortunate
prince.

Seaw Arrum is robuft in his 1J¢ribn, and about fix feet
high. His complexion is rather darker than that which was
common to the race of Timur, and his countenance is expreflive
of that melancholy which naturally arofe from his, many misfor-
tunes. - He poflefles perfomal courage; but it is of the paﬁ'nfg
kind, and may be rather called fortitude to bear adverfity, than
that daring boldnefs which loves to face danger.---He has been
{o often difmounted in the courfe of ambition, that he now fears
to give it the rein; and, feems lefs defirous to make any efforts
to retrieve the power of his family, than to live quietly under
the thadow of its eclipfed majefty.---His clemency borders upon
weaknefs, and his good nature has totally fubverted his autlmr‘ity;
He is daily induced, by importunity, to iffue ount orders which
he takes no means to inforce, and which, he is certain, will not
be obeyed. From this blemifh in the charaGer of Shaw Allum,
arofe the half of his misfortunes ; for the great fecret of eftablith~
ing authority, is to give no orders which cannot be inforced,
and rather to fuffer {mall injuries, than fthew refentment, without
the power of punifhing,

His
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His generofity, is more than equal to his abilities, and, too
often, ill beftowed. He is too much addifed to women, and
takes more pains to maintain his Haram, than to fupport an
army.--~-But though we cannot call him a great prince, we muift
allow him to be a good man.” His virtues are many ; but they
are thofc of private life, which never appear with luftre upon a
throne. - His judgment is by no means weak ; but his paffions
are not ftrong : the eafinefs of his temper is_therefore moulded
liké'Wax by every hand ; and he always gives up his own better
opinion for thofe of “men of inferior parts.---He is affable in his
converfation, but feldom defCends to pleafantry. Upon the whole,
though Shaw Allum is by no means qualified to reftore a loft
empire, he might have maintained it with dignity in profpergus
times, and tranfmitted his name, as a virtuous prince, to pot"tt:rit'}-x
It'is with great regret that the author, from his regard to truth,
cannot {peak more favorably of a prince, to whom his gratitude
and attachment are due, for repeated teftimonies of his efteem
and friendfhip.

The territories of Suja ul Dowlat, who poffeffes the province
of ‘Oud, "border upon thofe of the king. His revenues amount
to near two crores of roupees, out of which he pays nething to
the emperor, though he pretends to recognize ‘his title as his
fovereign. Since his defeat at Buxar, Suja‘ul Dowlat attends
very much to the difcipline of his army, and the proper regu-
lation of his finances. He has already formed ten battalions Di_'
Seapoys, and has made great improvements in his artillery.
When the news of Abdalla’s late invafion came, he levied twelve
thoufand horfe, upon a-better footing than is generally pra&ifed
in’ Hindoftan. ~ He is now the ally of the Britith in
India, and as his revenues will never enable him to fupport
himfelf in the field againft them, it is probable his priillr:'fp}-f: of
*M 2

fear,
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forr, “For’ HE'had” noné of Thonor ‘or -gratitude, will'make hiin
{tand to the létter of the treaty.

Sujd ul Dowlat is extremely handfome: in_his perfon; about
five feet eleven inches in height, andfo neryous and {trong, that,
with one ftroke of the fabre, he can cut off the head of a buffalo.
He is active, pafifonate, ambitious;” his penctrating eye {feems, at
firft fight, to promife uncommon acutenefs and fire of mind:
but his genius 15 too volatile for'depth of thought; and he is
confequently more fit for the manly exercifes of the field, ‘than
for deliberation in the clofet.--="Till of ‘late he gave little atten-
tion to bufinefs. He was up before the fun, mounted ‘his:horfe,
rufhed into the foreft, and hunted down tigers or deer till the
noon of day. He then returned, plunged into the:-cold bith,
and ‘fpent his ' afternoons’in’ the Haram among his women;---
Such was the bias ‘'of ‘Suja ul Dowlat's mind till 'the: late Wwar.
Ambitious without tiue policy, and intoxicated with the paffions
of youth, he began a wild career, in ‘which he was foon checked.
Stung with the'lofs of reputation, his paffions have taken another
courfe. His aéivity'is employed in difcipling his army, and he
now f{pends more time at the comptoir of his finances, than.in
dallying with the ladies of his feraglio. = His authority, there-
fore, is eftablifhed, his revenues increafed, and his army on a
refpectable footing. “But, with all his {plendid qualities, he is
cruel, treacherous, unprinciplcd, deceitful : r::1rrying a fpe-
cious appearance, purpofely to betray, and when he embraces
with one hand, will ftab with the other to the heart. Toge-
ther with being heir to the fruits of his father’s crimes, he in-
herits all his latent bafenefs of mind; for, if wc except perfonal
courage, he pofleffes not one virtue more than Seifdar Jung.

The province of Oud is fituated to the north-eaft of  the
Ganges, ‘bordering upon Behar, from which it is, on the one
fide, divided by the river Deo, or Gagera, and on the other by
the
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the Carumnaffa. - The country is level, well cultivated and wa-
tered. It is divided, on the north, by a chain of mountains from
Thibet. In the vallies, which interfe& that immenfe ridge of
hills, there are feveral independent rajas, too inconfiderable to be
formidable to Suja ul Dowlat.

The provinces of Bengal and Behar are poffefied by the Britith
Eaft-India company, in reality, by the right of arms, though, in
appearance,: by a grant from. the prefent emperor. . This is not
a proper: place to -enter into  particulars concerning. thofe pro-
vinces: it ‘may fuffice to obferve, that Bengal and Behar, in-
cluding what is called the company’s lands and duties upori mer-
chandize, yielded in April, 1766, 33,025,968 Sicca roupees.
The expences of government,- the, tribute to the king, and a
penfion to arnabob; -fet up’ on account. of the villainies of his
father, 'amounted to; 22,450,000 /roupees, and confequently the
ballance “in favor of the company was 10,575,968 roupees, or
1,321,004L. 15s. of our money.---The Britith force in Bengal
confifts of three battalions of Europeans, and thirty of Seapoys,
regularly ‘armed, difciplined, and uniformly cloathed; fo that
we are much fuperior, even upon that eftablifhment, to any other
power at prefent in Hindoftan.

In the Decan the Britith are almoft as powerful as in Bengal.
We fupport Mahommed Ali, as nominal nabob of the Carnatic,
while, in fact, we govern the country without control, having
the pofleffion of the garrifons and the dipofal of the revenues.
The power of the Nizam, who refides at Hydrabad, though he
poflefles all the province of Golconda, is, of Iate, very much
circumfcribed:  He, however, ftill maintains an army of 6o or
70000 men ; but without difcipline, and ill paid they are by no

means formidable. He, {fome time ago, entered into a treaty
with'the Britifh, but hie has; of ‘late, fhewn ne difpofition to ad-
here to it Tong:

I I:-. dul'n:'li-"-g'.
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Hydernaigy  a foldier of *fortune, who, by his perfonal merit]
raifed himfelf from a common Seapoy, to be fovereign of almoit
all the coaft of Malabar, threatened,  laft' year, to attack the
Nizam, if he did not break his unnatural alliance with the Bri-
tifh!" The 'part which the Nizam will take upon this occafion,
will‘entitely depend “on-the fpirit of the councils of the Britifh
on the coaft.---As Hydernaig had alfo threatened Mahommed
Ali, nabob of the Carnatic, it was judged prudent to march an
army apdinft him'th Maich, 1767 ; 'but what ficcefs may have.

attended the expedition, has not hitherto reached Eumpe‘

Hydernaig is faid to have thirty difciplined battalions of ‘Sea~
poys, twenty thoufand good horfe; and a great train of artillery,
wrought by five hundred European:renegadoes. This' prince
having ferved in perfon in European armies, “models his troops
upon their plan, pays punctually, and enforces difcipline with
rigor. 'Together with being an able politician, he is a daring,
adtive, and impetuous foldier, and if he is not immediately crufhed,
he may prove the moft dangerous enemy that the Britifh have.
hitherto met with in the Eaft. He is, at prefent, the moft for-
midable prince in all India, and he will, no doubt, take advantage
of the divided ftate of that country, and endeavor to extend his:
conquefls.

Thus- have we, in a few words, endeavored to give a general
idea of the prefent ftate of Hindoftan. = The reflexions which"
naturally arife from the fubje&, might fwell this work intoa
volume. It is apparent, ‘lmwcw:r, from' what has' béerd "faid,’
that the immentfe regions of Hindoftan might be all redyced by
a handful of regular troops.---Ten thoufand European infantry, ..
together with the Seapoys in the company’s fervice, are not ﬂnly .
fufficient to cenquer all India, but, with proper policy, to n‘m_ir;n:-l_,:-_
tain it, for ages, as an appendage of the Britith cra_w:':;.l--:ﬁ'lll"lﬂsl:z
pofition may, at firft fight, appear a pamdt}f{, to people unac-

5 quainted
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quainted with, the genius ‘and -difpofition :of the : inhabitants of
Hindoftan : -but to thofe who- have confidered: ‘both withi attens
tion, the thing feems not only pradicable; but eafy.

That flavery and oppreflion, which the Indians fiffer from

their native princes, make the juftice and regularity of a Britith go-
vernment appear to them in the moft favorahle light., The
great men of the country have no mere idea of patriotifm, than
the meaneft {laves; and the people can have no attachment to
chiefs whom they regard as tyrants. Soldiers of fortune are f{o
numerous in India, that they comprehend one fourth of the inha-
bitants of - that extenfive country.; They are never paid one
third of the ftipulated fum, by the princes of Hindoftan, ‘which
renders themy mutinous-and difcontented ;. but they would moft
certainly approve themfelves obedient, faithful, and brave, in'the
feryice of a power who fhould pay them regularly. §

In a country like India, where all religions are tolerated, the
people can have no objecion to the Britith, on account of theirs.
The army might be compofed of an equal number of Mahom-
medans and Hindoos, who would be a check upen one another,
while a fmall body of Europeans would be a fufficient check
upon both. The battalions ought to be commanded altogether
by European officers, who, if they do their duty properly, and
behave with juftice to their men, may attach them to their per-
fons, with ftronger ties than any troops born in. Europe. But if
juftice is not obferved to foldiers, human nature, in this, as in all
countrics, will and muft revolt againft opprefiion,

At prefent, the black officers of. the Seapoys muit rife from
the ranks. This is found policy, and ought to be continued.
Men of family and influence are deterred, by this circumftance,
from entering into the fervice. Thefe officers are, therefore, en-
tirely our creatures, and will never defert a people, among whom
alone
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alone they can have any power; for no acquired difcipline will
give weight to a mean man, {ufficient to bring to the ficld an
army of Indians.

The advantages of 4 conqueft of Hindoftan to this country
are obvious: It would pay as much of the national debt, as go-=
vernment fhould pleafe to difcharge. Should the influx of
wealth raife the price of the neceflaries and conveniences of life,
the ‘poor, on the other hand, by being eafed of moft of their
taxes, would be more able to purchafe them.---But, fay fome
grave moralifts, how can fuch a fcheme be reconciled to juftice
and humanity ?---This is an objection of no weight.---Hindoftan
is, at prefent, torn to pieces by factions. All laws, divine and
human, are trampled under foot.---Inftead of 'one tyrant, as in
the times of the empire, the country now groans under thou-
fands; and the voice of the opprefled mul titude reaches heaven.
It would, therefore, be promoting the caufe of juftice and hu-
manity, to pull thofe petty tyrants from the height to which
their villainies have raifed them, and to give to {fo many millions
of mankind, a government founded upon the principles of
virtue and juftice.---The tafk is no lefs glorious than it 1s prac-
ticable; for it might be accomplifhed with half the blood which
is often expended, in Europe, upon an ideal fyftem of 2 ballance
of power, and. in commercial ware, which muft be attended
with little eclat, as they are deftitute of ftriking and beneficial
confequences.
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