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medan’ empive in Hindoftan) having: in a military
capacity refided for~ fome time in the Kingdom of Bengal,
dedicated the thoft of his leifure hours: to the {tudy of the
oriental angliages.” ThéPerfian tongue being the moft po-
fite and learned, as well ‘as' die moftuniverfally underftood

T HE trafiflatorof the following hiftory of the Mahom-

in Afia, engaged his principal attention.

The intimate’connection which ithe Britith nation' now
have, “with 'a part of Hindéftan, renders the knowledge of
the country languages of great importance to the fervants
of the public in‘that part of the world. -~ The tranflator, who
had extended his views in the way of his profefiion, thought
it {0 capital a point for him, that he perfevered for fome
years, in that dry and difficule ftudy, and macurred a very
confiderable expence, in retaining mafters, and in procuring

manufcripts.

Though to qualify himfelf for a&tion, and negotiation. 1n

: . PoLe PR e e e (e S .
India) was the primary obje& of the tranflator, yerin pro-

Bt

portion as he ac vanced in his ftudies, other motives for his
contmuing them arofe. He found, that however different
the manner of the eaftern writers may be from the correct
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tafte of Europe, there are many things in their works worthy
of the attention of literary men. Their poetry it is true is
too turgid and florid, and the diction of their hiftorians too
diffufe and verbofe, Yet in the firft we meet with fome
paflages truly elegant and fublime ; and amidlt the redun-
dancy of the latter, there appears fometimes a nervoufnefs
of expreflion, and a manlinefs_of fentiment, which might
do honour to any hiftorical genius in the weit.

Locked up in the difficulties of the Perfian tongue, the
literature of Afia has been hitherto little known in Europe.
From an ignorance {0 unpardonable in this invefligating age,
a very unfavourable idea has prevailed concerming the learn-

ing, as well as hiftory, of the eaftern nations. Full of pre-

judices  {o natural to an European, the tranilator entered
upon the ftudy of the oriental langunages. Whatever aida
knowledge of them might give to his private views, he
little hoped to be able to convert his ftudies to the amufement
or initruétion ef the public. To tranflate fome piece of”

‘hiftory, was, by his teachers, recommended to him as a
proper exercife in the Perfian. The works of Mahummud

Cafim Ferifhta of Delhi, who flourithed in' the reign of
Jehangire, about the beginning of the {feventeenth century,
was putintohis hands for that purpofe. ' As he advanced, a
greater field gradually opened before him. He found, with
fome degree of aftonithment, the minute and authentic
hiftory of a great empire, the name of which bad fcarcely
ever travelled to Europe.

To open a door to the literary treafures, which lay con-
cealed in the obfcurity of the Perfian, the tranflator refolved
to proceed in hiswverfion of Ferifhta’s hiltory, and to give ir.
to
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to the public as a fmall fpecimen of what men of greater
abilities may hereafter meet with in that language. But
before he had fully accomplithed this defign, injuries in
rank, and other motives, forced him to quit the company’s
fervice, and to return to England. Being, at his departure
from India, poflefled only of one volume of the original, he
has been obliged to confine himf{elf to it ; and to leave the
fecond volume, which contains the particular hiftories of the
Decan, Bengal, Guzerat, and Cafhmire, to a more favoura-
ble opportunity, or to the employment of fome other hand.
This circumftance has occafioned fome chalms in that part
of the hiftory which is now given to the public ; and many
material tranfactions of thofe nations, of whom Ferithta in
his fecond volume treats, are only {lightly menticned.

The reigns of the Mogul Emperors, from Akbar, with
whom our author concludes his general hiftory, have been
written by different hiftorians. But {o voluminous are thofe
works, that to attempt a tranflation, would be a laborious
and very tedious tafk. Sincethe days of Ferifhta, no writer
that has come to our knowledge, has abridged the hiftory
of India, and therefore the tranflator had formed a defign to
compile from various authors that very eflential part of the
hiftory of the Mogul empire, which is not comprehended in
the following tranilation.

With a view to accomplifh this undertaking, the tranfla_
tor, who had been honoured with the particular friendfhip
of the prefent Mogul, applied in perfon te that Prince, for
fuch books, and authenticrecords, as were neceflary to com-
pleat .the Hiftory of Hindoftan. The King approved very

a2 much
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much of his defign, and gave.orders to his fecretary to grang
his requefl. Butinthe mean time the tranflator quitted the
fervice, and retived to:Calcutta.  To . revive however his
Majelly’s memory upon that {ubject, he wrote:to him ; and
as the manner of writing to caftern Princes may: afford mat-
ter of fome curiofity to the public, we fhall here give a lite-
ral tranflation of the letger.

' « Tothe audience of the admitted into the prefence of the
treafury of liberality, and beneficence; To the: fage director
of the ways of truth, the Kibla® of the world, and the afylum
of the inhabitants of the univerfe, whofe kingdom and rc-
nown laft for ever, itis moft humbly prefented ;

« That a fervant, nourithed by their { bounty, having,
from their{plendid prefence, obtained leave of departure,
hath now reached the city of Caleutta, where, retired from
the noife of public affairs, he prays for their Majefty’s wel-

fare.

I « Moved by a grateful remembrance of their royal favour
- - - * . L
warmed by the fame, juftice, . and glorious exploits and con-
queftsof the emperors of the paradifiacalregions of Hindoftan;
but more particularly excited by the renown of the imperiaj
houfe of Timur f, lord of ages ! And alfo by a defire to gratify

# The point to which the Mahommedans turn their faces when they pray.

% Trisaninvariable cuffom among the Ealtern pations, to addrels crowned heads
fn the third perfon plural, while the writer himfelf always ufes the third perfon in the
ﬁﬂ?)u".u.' number.

¢ Timur, whoin Europe is, by corruption, called Tamerlane, Bas always conferred
upon him the title of Saib Kirren, ot lord of the periods.  Kirren, .of which Kiran is

' the plural, fignifies a period of thirty years, The long reign of Timur gave rife to
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the curiofity of diftantnations, withthe greatactionsof a fplen-
did dynafty of Kings, he has dared to afpire to tranilate the
hiftory of Hindoftan, from the beft and moft authentic
serfian authors, into the Englhifh language, now {itrong,

i
learned and univerfal.

¢« From the firlt rifing of the ftar of the faith, upon thefe
paradifiacal plains, unto the end of the glorious reign of Arsu
Astani MamuMmmup AKsaRr, King, the hiftory of Empire
has been already penned: but, from that period to the pre-
fent time, materials have been wanting to their Majefty’s
fervant: he therefore breathes in hope, that their fublime
Majefty will fignify their royal pleafure to the Rar Raraw,
chicf fecretary of the illuftrious prefence, to fupply their
fervant with fuch books and authentic records, as are necel-
fary to accomplifh his great defign. Thus fhall the glory
of their renown fhine forth to European eyes, with that
{plendor, which, from the firmament of empire, hath hi-
therto enlightened the Eaft.”

The government of the prefidency of Bengal, have of
late, in fome particulars, imbibed the political principles of
the Faft; for all private correfpondence with any of the
country powers is firictly prohibited. The above letter was
difpatched by the tranflator to a friend at Allahabad, the
prefent refidence of the Emperor, with a requeft to deliver
it in perfon to that prince. But whether afraid of his {fu-
periors, or guilty of an unaccountable neglect, that gen-
tleman returned to Caleutta without prefenting the letter to
the Mogul, The tranflator forwarded it a {econd time to
Allahabad, but before an anfwer could be received from fo

orreat
great
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great a diftance, he was obliged, after having waited for the
laft fhip in the feafon, to embark for Europe,

Though ourauthor Mahummud Cafim Ferifhta has given
the title of the Hiftory of Hindoftan to his work, yet itis ra-
ther that of the Mahommedan empire in India, thana gene-
ral account of the affairs of the Hindoos. What he {ays
concerning India, prior to the firft invafion of the Afgan
Muflulmen, is very far from being fatisfatory. He colleéted
hiis accounts from Perfian authors, being altogether unac-
quainted with the Shanferita or learned language of the
Brahmins, in which the internal hiftory of India is compre-
hended. We muft not therefore, with Ferifhra, confider
the Hindoos as deflitute of genuine domeftic annals, or that
thofe voluminous records they poffefs are mere legends
framed by the Brahmins.

The prejudices of the Mahommedans againft the follow-
ers of the Brahmin religion, feldom permits them to (peak
with common candour of the Hindoos. It {wayed very
much with Ferifhta when he affirmed, that there is no hif-
tory among the Hindoos of better authority than the Maha-
barit. That work is a poem and not 2 hiftory : It was tranf-
lated into Perfian by the brother of the great Abul Fazil,
rather as a performance of fancy, than as an authentic
account of the ancient dynaflies of the Kings of India. But
that there are many hundred volumes in profe in the Shan-
fcrita language, which treat of the ancient Indians, the
tranilator can, from his own knowledge, aver, and' he has
great reafon to believe, that the Hindoos carry their authen-
tic hiftory farther back into antiquity, than any other nation
10w exifting.

8 The
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The Mahommedans know nothing of the Hindoo_learn-
ing: and had they even any knowledge of the hiflory of the
followers of Brimha, their prejudices in favour of the jewith
fictions contained in the Koran, would make them rejeét
accounts, which tend to fubvert the fyflem of their own
faith. The Shanfcrita records contain accounts of the
affairs of the weftern Afia, very different from what any
tribe of the Arabians have tran{mitted to pofterity: and it is
more: than probable, that upon examination, the former
will appear to bear the marks of more authenticity, and of
greater antiquity than the latter.

But whether the Hindoos poflefs any true hiftory of greater
antiquity than other nations, muft altogether reft upon the
authority of the Brahmins, till we fhall become better ac-
quainted with their records. Their pretenfions however are
very high, and they confidently affirm, that the Jewifth and
Mahommedan religions are herefies, from what is contained
in the Bedas. They give a very particular account of the
origin of the Jewifh religion in records of undoubted anti-
quity. Raja Tura, fay they, who is placed in the firlt ages
of the Cal Jug, had a fon who apoftatized from the I-Iinﬂ:_m
faith, for which he was banifhed by his father to the Weft

The apoftate fixed his refidence in a country called Mohgod,
and propagated the Jewifh religion, which the impoftor
Mahommed further corrupted. The Cal Jug commenced
about 4885 years ago, and whether the whole flory may
not relate to Terah and his fon Abraham, is a point which

we will leave to others to determine.

There 15 one eircumftance whicly goes far to prove that there
15 fome connection between the Brahmin Bedas and the
doétrines

q.

et
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doGrines contained in the Old Teftament, Ever fince the
promulgation of the religion of Mahommed, which 1s
founded upon Mofes and the Prophets, the Brahmins have
totally rejected their fourth Beda called the Obatar Bah, as
the fchifm of Mahommed, according to them, has been
founded upen that book. However extraordinary this rea-
fon is for rejecting the fourth part of their religious records,
it can fcarcely be doubted, as it is in the mouth of every

Brahmin.

Feizi, the brother of Abul Fazil the hiftorian, was the
only Muflulman we ever heard of, who underftood the
Shanferita. The fraudulent means by which he acquired it
will be fhewn in another place. He never tranflated any of
he Indian hiftories, excepting "the Mahabarir, which,  at
beft, is but an hifterical poem, in which a great deal of
fable is blended with a little truth. ~We, upon the whole,
cannot much depend upon the accounts which the followers
of Mahommed give of the religion and ancient hiftory of
the Hindoos: Their prejudice makes them mifreprefent the
former, and their ignorance in the Shanfcrita language,
has totalty excluded them from any knowledge of the

latter.

The hiftory of Cafim Ferifhta being an abridgment of a
variety of authors, who wraote diftinét accounts of the diffe-
Tent reigns of the Mahommedan Emperors of Hindoftan, he,
with a view to comprehend in a {fmall compafs, every matc-
vial tranfaction, has crowded the events too much together,
without interfperfing them with thofe refletions which give
{pirit and elegance to works of this kind: This defect feems
however to have proceeded more from a ftudied brevity, than

from
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from a narrownels of genius in Ferifhta. Upon fome oc-
cafions, efpecially in the characters of the princes, he fhews
a ftrength of judgment, and a nervoufne(s and concifenefs
of expreflion which would do no dithonour to the beft wri-
ters in the weft. What is really remarkable in this writer
is, that he feems as much divefted of religious prejudices,
as he is of political flattery or fear. He never pafics a good
action without conferring upon it its due reward of praife,
nor a bad one, let the villainous actor be never fo high,
without fligmatizing it with infamy. In fhort, if he does
not arrive at the charaéter of a good writer, he certainly
deferves that of a good man.

The brevity which we cenfure in Ferifhta, is by no means
a2 common fault in the writers of Afia. Redundant and ver-
bofe in their di¢tion, they often regard more the cadence
and turn of their fentences, than the propriety and ele-
gance of their thoughts ; leading frequently the reader into
a labyrinth to which he can find no end. This is too much
the manner of the learned Abul Fazil himfelf. He wrote
the hiftory of the reign of Akbar in two large volumes in
folio. The intrigues of the court, and all the fecret motives
to aétion are inveftigated with the utmoft exaétnefls ; but the
diction is too diffufe, and the language too florid for the
correct tafte of Europe.

It ought here to be remarked, that all the oriental hifto-
rians write, in what they call in Europe, poetical profe.
This falfe tafte only commenced about five centuries ago,
when literature declined in Afia, with the power of the
Caliphs. The tranflator has now in his poffeflion, books
written in the Perfian before that period, the diftion of
Vor. L. b which

ix
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which, is as concife and manly, as that which defeended
from Greece and Rome, to the writers of modern Europe.
The learned and celebrated Abul Fazil, inftead of correcting
this vicious rtafte, encouraged it greatly by his florid man-
ner, in his hiftory of the reign of Akbar. But this great
writer has, notwithftanding his circumlocutions, cloathed
his expreflions with fuch beauty and pomp of eloquence,
that he feems to come down upon the aftonithed reader,
like the Ganges in the rainy feafon.

The {mall progrefs which correétnefs and elegance of fen-
timent and. diftion has made in the Eaft, did not proceed
from a want of encouragement to literature. We fhall find
in the courfe of this hiftory, that no princes in the world
patronifed men of letters with more generofity and refpedt,
than the Mahommedan Emperors of Hindoflan. A literary
genius was not only the certain means to acquire a degree of
wealth which muft aftonith Europeans, but an infallible
road for rifing to the firft offices of the flate, The character
of the iearned, was at the fame time {o facred, that tyrants,,
who made a paftime of embruing their hands in the blood
of their other fubjets, not only abftained from offering
violence to men of genius, but ftood in fear of their pens,
It is a proverb in the Eaft, that the Monarchs of Afia were
more afraid of the pen of Abul Fazil, than they were of the-
fword of Akbar; and, however amazing it may feem in ab-
folute governments, it is certain that the hiftorians of that
divifion of the world, have wrote with more freedom con-
cerning perfons and things, than writers have ever dared to
do in the Weft

The
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The tranflator, however, being fenfible of the impropriety
of poetical diction, in the grave narration of hiftorical
fa&s, has, in many places, clipped the wings of Ferifhta’s
turgid expreflions, and reduced his metaphors into common
language, without however fwerving in the leaft from the
original meaning of the author.

A frequent repetition of proper names is unavoidable in
a work of fuch brevity, and fo much crouded with action.
This will perhaps appear the moft glaring defect in the work
but toufe the pronouns toooften,would have rendered the fenfe
more perplexed, and the narration lefs elegant and diftinct.
The tranflator, in thort, chofe to give the faults of his author
to the public as they flood, rather than by an attempt to a-
mend them, to fubftitute perhaps fome of his own in their

pl‘dce.

Our author with great propriety begins the hiftory of the
Patan empire in Hindoftan, from the commencement of
the kingdom of Ghizni. The Mahommedan govern-
ment, which afterwards extended itfelf to Hindoftan,
rofe originally from very fmall beginnings among the
mountains which divide Perfia from India. The Afgans
or Patans, a warlike race of men, who had been {ubjeéts of
the vaft empire of Bochara, revolted under their governor
Abiftagi, in the fourth century of the Higera, and laid the
foundation of the empire of Ghizni, known commonly in
Europe, by the name of Gazna. Under a fucceflion of war-
like princes, this empire rofe to a furprifing magnitude. We
find that in the reign of Mufaood, in the beginning of the
fifth century of the Higera, it extended from Ifpahan to
Bengal, and from the mouths of the Indus to the banks

b 2 of
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of the Jaxartes, which comprehends near half of the great
continent of Afia.

Soon after the death of Mufaood, the Charizmian empire
arofe on the confines of Perfia and great Tartary. It ex-
tended itfelf over Tartary and the greateft part of the Perfian
provinces ; the Kings of the Ghiznian Patans were obliged
to relinquifh their dominions in the north, and to transfer
the feat of their empire to Lahore, and afterwards to
Delhi.

When the great conqueror of Afia Zingis Chan, invaded
and fubverted the Charizmian empire under Mahummud
Shaw, the Patan dominions were entirely confined within.
the limits of Hindoftan, They poflefled however power {uf.
ficient to repel the generals’of that great man, though
fluthed with victory and the {poils of the Eaft. The whole
force of Zingis, it is true, was never bent againft Hindoftan,
otherwife it is probable it would have thared the fate of
the weflern Afia, which was almoft depopulated by his
{word.

The uncommon firength of the Patan empire in Hindof-
tan at this period, may be eafily accounted for: It was the
policy of the adopted Turkifh flaves of the family of Ghor,
who then held the kingdom of Delhi, to keep ftanding
armies of the mountain Afgans, under their refpective
chiefs, who were invariably created Omrahs of the empire.
This hardy race, whatever domeftic confufions and revo-
lutions they might occafion in India, were, to ufe Feriflita’s.
words, a wall of iron againft foreign encmies.

Our
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Our author has not been careful to mark the extent of

the Empire in’ every reign.. We can only form a general
idea of it, from the tranfactions which he records. The
Empire we find fometimes reduced to a few diftriéts round
the capital, and at other times, extending itfelf from the
bay of Bengal to Perfia, and from the Carnatic to the great
mountains of Sewalic. In fhort, the boundaries of the Pa-
tan imperial dominions, varied in proportion to the abilities
of thofe princes who poflefled the throne, When the mo-
narchs difcovered gréat parts, the governors of provinces
thrunk back from their independance into their former {ub-
miflion; but when a weak Prince fat on the Mufnud, his
licutenants flarted np into Kings around him.

The hiftory now given to the public, prefents us with a
firiking picture of the deplorable condition of a people
fubjected to arbitrary fway ; and of the inftability of empire
itfelf, when it is founded neither upon laws, nor upon the
opinions and attachments of mankind. Hindoftan, in every
age, was an ample ficld for private ambition, and for public
tyranny. Atone time we f{ee a petty Omrah ftarting forth,
and wading through an ocean of blood to the crown, or
involving many thoufands of indigent adventurers in the
ruin which he draws upon his own head. . At another
time we meet with Kings, from a luft of power which de-
feats itfelf, deftroying thefe {ubjeéts over whom they only
wifhed to tyrannize.

In a government like that of India, public {pirit is never
feen, and loyalty is a thing unknown. The people permit
themfelves to be transferred from one tyrant to another,
without murmuring ; and individuals look with uncencern
ll}‘.‘:".-l],
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upon the miferies of others, if they are capable to fcieen
themfelves from the general misfortune. This, however,
1s a picture of Hindoftan in bad times, and under the woril
Kings. As arbitrary government can infli¢t the moft fudden
miferies, fo, when in the hands of good men, it can admi-
nifter the moft expeditious relief to the fubjet. We accord-
ingly find in this hiftory, that the misfortunes of half an
age of tyranny, are¢removed in a few years, under the mild
adminiftration of a virtuous prince.

It may not be improper in this place, to lay before the
public, a fhort fketch of the conftitution of Hindoftan. The
Emperor is abfolute and {ole arbiter in every thing, and is
controlled by nolaw. The lives and properties of the great-
eft Omrahs are as much at his difpofal, as thofe of the mean-
eft fubjets. The former however are often too powerful
to be punifhed, while the latter are not only flaves to the
King, but to the provincial governors. Thefe governors,
diftinguifhed by the name of Nabobs, have in their refpective
jurifdictions, the power of life and death, and are, in every
particular, invefted with regal authority.

All the lands in India are confidered as the property of
the King, except fome hereditary diftricts poflefled by Hin-
doo Princes, for which, when the Empire was in its vigour,
they paid annual tributes, but retained an abfolute jurifdiction
in their own hands. The King is the general heir of all his
fubjects ; but when there are children to inherit, they are
{eldom deprived of their father’s eftate, without the fortune

is enormous, and has been amafled in the oppreflive govern-
ment of a province. Ina cafe of this kind, the children, or

nearclt relations, arc allowed a certain proportion, for their
fubfiftance,
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(ubfiffance; at the difcretion of the Cafy or judge. The for-
munes of merchants, tradefmen, and mechanics, are never
confifcated by the crown, if any children or reclations remain.

The King has the extraordinary power of nominating his
fucceflfor by will. . This part of royal prerogative is not pe-
¢uliar to the monarchs of Hindoftan. We find that our own
nation, fo remarkable for their political freedom, were, not
above two centuries ago, made over like a private eftate,
and that with their own confent, by the will of a Prince,
who neither deferved to be beloved nor admired. Accord-,
ing to the opinion of the Indians, the right of fucceflion is
vefted in the male heir, but the laft will of the King very
often fuperfedes this idea of juftice. Notwithiftanding
this prejudice in favour of the firft born, there is no dif-
tinétion made between natural children and thofe born in
lawful wedlock ; for every child brought forth in the Ha-
ram, whether by wives or concubines, are equally legiti-
mate.

The vizier is generally firft minifter of flate. All edicts
and public deeds muft pafs under his feal, after the royal
fignet is affixed to them. The Vizier's office confifts of va-
rious departments, in every one of which all commiilions,
patents for honorary titles, and grants for Jagiers, are care-
fully regiftered. He fuperintends the royal exchequer, and,
in that capacity, keeps accounts with the Dewans of the feve-
ral provinces, in every thing which regards the finances.

A Vakiel Mutuluck is fometimes appointed by the King.
The power of this officer is fuperior to that of the Vizier,

for he not oaly has the fuperintendency of civil, but alfo of
all
2
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all military affairs.  This laft is neverany part of the Vizier’s
office ; the Amir ul Omrah, or Buxihi, being independent
captain-general, and paymalfter of the forces. It 1s not eafy
to explain to Europeans the full extent of authority conferred
upon the Vakiel Mutuluck ; he feems to be an officer to
whom the King for a time delegates his whole power, re-
ferving only for himfelf the imperial title, and enfigns of
royalty.

The Emperor of Hindoftan gives public'audience twice a
day from the throne. All petitioners, without diftinction, are,
after having gone through the ufual ceremonies, admitted.
They are permitted to prefent their written complaints to

the Ariz Beg, or lord of the requefls, who attends, in order

2,
to prefent them to the King., The King reads them all him-
{elf, and fuperfcribes his pleafure in a few words, with his
own hand. Should any thing in the petition appear doubt-
ful, it is immediately referred to the Sidder ul Suddur,
whofe office anfwers to that of our chief juftice, to be ex-

amined and determined according to law.

The Mahommedans of Hindoftan have no written laws,
but thofe contained in the Koran., There are certain ufages
founded upon reafon, and immemorial cuftom, which are
alfo committed to writing. By the latter fome caufes are
determined, and there are officers appointed by the crown,
under the name of Canongoes, who, for a certain fee, ex-
plain the written ufages to the people. In every diftri¢t or
pergunnah, there is a cutchery, or court of juftice eftablithed.
Thefe courts are extremely venal, and even the legal fees for
determining a caufe concerning property, is one fourth of

the
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the value of the matter in difpute. Their decifions were, how-
ever, very expeditious ; and through fear of the difpleafure of
the King, who invariably punifhed with the utmoft feverity
corruptjudges, the Cafys were pretry equitable in their deter-

minations.

In the declining flate of the Empire, the provinces werc
fubmitted to the management of Nabobs, or military gover-
nors, who farmed the revenues ata certain fum, and refer-
ved the overplus for their own ufe. Originally the Nabobs
were only commanders of the forces, who receiving their
orders from court, through the medium of the Dewan, a
civil officer who colle¢ted all the revenues for the King,
paid the juft expences of the government of the province,
and remitted the furplus to the exchequer. But the Nabobs
having the military power in their hands, defpifed the autho-
rity of the Dewans, and purpofely fomented divifions,
factions, and infurreftions, that they might be indulged
with great ftanding armies, to make more money pafs
through their own hands, and to favour their fchemes of

independence.

The imbecility of the Empire daily increafing, the nomi-
nal authority vefted in the Dewan, was not {ufficient to con-
tend with the real force in the hands of the Nabob. Conti-
~ual altercations fubfifted between thefe officers in the pro-
vince, and frequent complaints were tranfmitted to court.
Minifters who preferred prefent eafe to the future intereft of
the empire, curtailed the power of the Dewan, and, from
being in amanner the commander in chief of the province,
he fell into the fimple fuperintendency of the collections.
Vor. L. C He
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fe had, it is true, the powet to prévent new impofts, and
innovations in the law,

When the King took the field, the provincial Nabobs,
with their troops, were obliged to repair to the imperial
ftandard. Each Nabob ereéted his own ftandard, and formed
a feparate camp, fubject only to his own orders. The'Na-
bobs every morning attended at the toyal pavilion, and re-
ceived their orders from the Amir ul Omrah #, who received
his immediately from the King himfelf. If we except the
army of the great Stiltan Baber, there are few traces of-real
difcipline to be met with among ‘thofe myriads, with whom
the Emperors of Hindoftan often took the field. The forces
of Baber were formed on a very regular and mafterly plan.
The difpofitions of his battles were excellent; and the fur-
piizing victories he obtained with a handful of men, over
immenfe armies, are fufficient to convince us, that military
difcipline has not always been unknown in Afia.

It may to an European, furnifh matter of fome furprize,
how Eaftern armies of two or three hundred thoufand horfe,
and triple that number of foldiers and followers, could be
fupplied with provifions and forage upon their march, and
in their tanding camps. To account for this it is to be ob-
ferved, that every provincial Nabob, upon his taking the
field, appoints an officer called the Cutwal, whofe bufinefs it
is to fuperintend the Bazars or markets, which may belong
to his camp. Every commander of a body of troops obtains
at the {ame time, permiflion to hoift a flag for a Bazar, and
ro appoint a Cutwal of his own, under the direction of the

% The captain-general,

X Cutwal-
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Cutwal-general. Thefe Cutwals grant licences to chapmen,
futlers, and corn dealers, who gladly pay a certain tax for
permiffion to difpofe of their various commodities, under
the prote&ion of the different flags.

The futlers and dealers in corn, being provided with a
fufficient number of camels and oxen, collet provifions
from all the countries in their rear, and fupply the wants of
the camp. The pay of foldiers in Hindoftan is very great,
being from 6o to 200 rupees per month, to every fingle
trooper. This enables them to give fuch high prices for
provifions, that the countries round run all hazards for fuch
a great profpect of gain. The fertility of Hindoftan itfelf,
is the great fource of this ready and plentiful fupply to the
armies ; for that country produces, in moft parts two, and

fometimes three crops of corn every year .

It may perhaps be expeted, that fomething concerning
the language of the tranflation, fhould be faid in this place.
Employed from his youth in a profeffion very different from
that of letters, the tranflator afpires not to the character of a
fine writer. To exprefs his author’s meaning in a plain and
unaffected diction, was all his defign; and he expects the
public will the more readily overlook any errors he may
have committed, that he neither hopes for much literary
reputation, nor wifhes for any advantage from his work.

- The Indians fometimes feed their horfes with a kind of vetch called Gram, which

they boil. In want of that, they make a (hift with the roots of grafs, which they dig
up 1|_.j wafhin water. This [!'.n_'".' reckon better than hay. ‘They are by this means
never in want for forage, in a country fo remar rkable for vegetation. The horfes al-

Ways huin-,"i_: to the riders, which ra nders them more afl fuons to k-.‘.:'p them in proper
order, as their pay depends entirely on the goodnefs of their horfes.  But this is attend -
ed with a bad confequence. A foldier of fortune, who has nothing but his horfe to
depend upon, is often afraid to. expole him, where he would perhaps rilque his

own life.

A DISSER-
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