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The Hiftory of the HINDOOS, before the firft
Invafion of HinposTaN by the MaHo-

S EG T RN

Of the fabulous Accounts of the Hindoos concerning their
Origin.—A Specimen of their ancient Hiftory.
HERE is no hiftory among the Hindoos; of better authority ]TFntc ﬂnci[er]:t
H Sl 2 hiflory of the
than the Mahabarit ¥, which Shech Abul Fazil tranflated into Hindoos .

5 5 J bulous.
Perfian, in the reign of Akbar. It confifts of about one hun-"""

dred and twenty thoufand periods - in the otiginal Shanfcrita, in a
kind of long blank verfe. We fhall from this author felect the par-

ticulars which relate to the hiftory of the Hindoos.
# Mahabarit fignifies, the great war. Our anthor has in this feflion given a {pe-
cimen of the legends contained in that book.
+ Afhlogues or Stanzas.
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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN,

-The Hindoos divide the age of the world into four grand periods or
jugs: the Sat Jug, the Treta Jug, the Duapur Jug, and the Cal Jug.
They velieve that when the Cal Jug s finithed, the Sat Jug will com-
mence again, and that thus time will revolve in eternal {ucceflion. The
Sat Jug is faid to have been a period of fourteen millions and four
hundred thoufand years, and it is reprefented as the age of felicity, in
which there was nothing but trath, religion, happinefs, peace,
plenty, and independence; and that the life of man extended to one
hundred thoufand years.

The Treta Jug is faid to contain one million and eighty thoufand
years, in which, it is faid, that'in the compofition of mankind, there
were three fourths truth, and one fourth falfehood, and that the age
of man extended to ten thoufand years.  The Duapur Jug is faid to
contain feventy two thoufand years; an which two parts of the com-
pefition of man were truth, and two parts falfehood, his age extend-
ing to one thoufand years. The Cal Jug contains thirty fix thoufand
years, in which period three fourths of the compofition of man con-
fifted of falfhood, and only one fourth of - truth, his age being one
hundred years.

It is the opinion of ‘the Hindoos, ‘that God firft created fyve cle-
ments; Fire, Water, Air, Earth, and Akafh, or a Celeftial Ele-
ment of which the heavens are made. He afterwards created a kind
of being endued with perfe& wifdom, whom he called Brimha, and
commanded him to make the world. When Brimha had created
mankind out of nothir:g, he divided them into four tribes; the Brah-
min, the Kittri, the Bife, and the Sudur. The ficlt tribe were to be
priefls, .to diret man in the ways of God; the fecond rulers and pol-
feflors of the earth; the third labourers; and the fourth tradefmen
and {ervants ; which divifion is ftrictly 'maintained to this day.

Brimha,




THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 1

Brimha, fay they, wrote a book which he called the Beda, by the Aathorof the
order of God, in which he aftirms, that all things were originally ekl
God, and that all things fhall be refolved into him again ; that hap-
pinefs confifls in virtue, and that vice will be punifhed with mifery.
‘To regulate the ceremonies of religion, and to inftrué men how to
govern the world, he has in the Beda given a canon of laws, founded
upon the principles of juftice. But as the Bedas are covered with a
veil of darknefs by the Brahmins, we cannot fay much more for cer-
tain concerning them. The Hindoos affirm, that Brimha lives for
ever, or, as fome fay, one hundred years, in which each day is com-
puted at four hundred revolutions of the Jugs., We fhall here givea
{pecimen of the early hiftory of the Hindoos.

It is recorded in the Mahabarit, that about the middle of the third Specimen of
the ancient

period, there was a Raja of the tribe of Kittiri, in the city of Hil- i
tinapoor, whofe name was Birt. He ruled the kingdom of Hindo- E
tan, and his iffue after him in lineal defcent for eight generations,
in peace and tranquillity. ‘The ninth in fucceffion, whofe name was
Kour, we are told, founded the city of that name, which is now
called Tannaflar, and is about 70 crores from Delhi, He was the

father of the tribe who are {till called Kours.

In the thirteenth generation from Kour, Chitterbourge reigned, Ditrafe
and was efteemed a great prince. He had two fons, one named i,
Ditarathter, and the other Pind. But when Ditarathter grew up, he b
became blind, and therefore his father left the kingdom to his
younger {on, who had five children; Judifhter, Brimfein, and Arjun,
by one wife, and Nucul and Sedive, by another woman. But his
¢lder brother Ditarafhter had fons one hundred and one, by a variety
of women, among whom one was named Jirjodin, being the eldeft
of his childten by the firft wife, and another was called Jutufh, being
his firll born by a fecond fpoufe. In fhort, when Pind died, the'in-

3 2 heritance




THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.,

heritance defcended by right to the heirs of his elder brother Ditar-
alhter, fo that Jirjodin became king.

g :[i.u - Differences Butthe children of Pind regarded Jirjodin asanenemy, and waited an
rd | between their F . ¥ iy i 3 . .
| {1 children,  Opportunity to diveft himof his authority. Ditara(hter, fearing diftur-

bances, advifed his fon to build a palace without the city for the {fons

. of Pind, in which for fome time they confented to refide. In the

'I", . mean time Jirjodin had privately ordered the workmen who built

| Ei:'-:iiiff this palace to fill up feveral vaults with combuitibles, and hired an

r i old woman to fet fire to them, ata proper opportunity. -But the plot

{ being difcovered accidentally by the fons of Pind, they themfelves

I fet fire to the mine, and burnt the old woman and her five fons in

the flames, while they privately withdrew into the wildernefs, where

' they remained for fome time, the king imagining they had been
deftroyed in the fire.

T Thefonsof . The fons of Pind ventured at length into a certain city called Cum-

Al Pind (hew = 1 i -

r - themfelvesar Pula, where they wedded Diropti, the Raja’s daughter, with whom
| Cumpula, . 3
(8 npula they lived by turns, for the fpace of feventeen days. In a fhort time,

11 . om - -~
, QL however, it was noifed abroad, that the fons of Pind were not dead,

"
N | enquiry to be made, and found that truth was in the report. Anxious

sl |

' Eli"" " as was fuppofed, which reaching the ears of the king, he ordered

; L'”L‘i'r
| e to have them again in his power, he wrote to them affectionate letters,
. ”"i Areinvited to inViting them to Hiftinapoor, to fhare with him the inheritance of
Hﬁ'fl b their forefathers. 'They were at length prevailed upon by his fair
promifes, returned to court, and were treated in every refpect becom-
ing their dignity. A part of the kingdom was alloted for their main-

:' tenance, for upon their arrival they became fo much beloved by the

, i. people and nobility, that the king was afraid to lay violent hands
’# h' ' upon them. Their popularity daily increafing, and their party being
AT ftrengthened by many of the principal nobility, they at length openly

ALTS

ik

infifted upon a divifion of the empire.in their favour, which the king

i being in no condition to refufe, complied with without hefitation.

Some




THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 5

Some time after thefe tranfaions Judifhter gave the feaft of t!m Tn fealt of
period ¥, the manner of which is faid to be this: They lighted Mg o
prodigious fire, and threw into it every kind of fpice, perfume, fruit,
and grain.” At this feafl it was neceflary that all the Rajas of the earth
fhould be prefent.  Judifhter, in order to invite the Rajas, fent his
four brothers to the four quarters of the world, that by the favour
of God his defign in a fhort time might be accomplifhed. His bro-
thers, according to his defire, from Arab, from Agim, from Tur-
kiftan, from Habyfh, and other countries, brought thofe princes to
be prefent at this grand feftival.  Jirjodin, on obferving the greatnefs
of Judithter, burnt with envy at his fortune, and contrived this
{cheme to deprive his rival of his kingdoms and wealth,

It was the cuftom in-thofe days to play at dice, and Jirjodin, hav- The fns of

ing made a falfe fet, challenged Judithter to play, which belnrr],",'. :L;::HHE
accepted by him, hein a (hort time, in the prefence of the princes, el
loft all his wealth and kingdoms.  Jirjodin told him then, that he
would give him one more chance to recover the whole, but that if
he again fhould lofe, he muft retire, with all his brothers, for the
fpace of twelve years into banithment, and if during that interval he
was to be feen in his former dominions, he was to remain in banifh-
ment twelve years more. Judifhter, hoping that fortune would not
always be unkind, confented to thefe terms, but having loft as before,
he was conftrained by the princes, who were umpires, to relinquifh
his kingdoms to Jirjodin, and retire into banithment with his brethren

from Inderput, his capital city, now known by the name of Delhi.

Twelve years they lay concealed in the wildernefs, in fuch a man- gend an am-
ner that the tread of their feet was not heard ; and when the time DF.|;;I:|_J|:? X

their exile expired, they difpatched Kifhen, Lhc fon of Bafdeo, to de- ””“ oftie

mand the reftoration of their kingdoms. Jirjodin, ncrt*.ntln"imdmg

* Jug-Rajafou, fomewhat fimilar to the fecular games among the Romans,

of
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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

of his promife, made a jeft of the embafly, and turped the ambafia-

dor with™ fcorh from his prefence, | The fons of Pind & finding that

they could don 1othing without force, began to collect their friends, of
whom' they had many; and in a fhort time hey appeared in the
field of Kirket, near the city of Tanaflar,

at the head of a mighty
army, in the beginning of the Cal Jug.

Jirjodin advancing with his
army, after having drawn up his troops in array, encouraged: the
ranks of the valiant. The foldiers on both fides, according to the
cuftom of battle, began to work for death ;

with

the conteft was renew’d,
dubious adva antages, for. the f{pace of eighteen days, till at
length, Jirjodin, with moft of his f; iends, as the reward of his per=
fidy, drank the cup of fate in the ficld of war.

The Hindoos fay, that in this war, Jirjodin commanded eleven
cohin, and the {ons of Pind feven : a cohliin, accordi ng to their fabu-
lous accounts, confifted of twenty-one thoufand eight hundred and
{eventy clephants of war, an equal number of chariots, fix thoufand
fix hundred and ten horfemen, and one hundred and nine thoufand
three hundred and fifty foot. Of all this incredible number, they
fay that only twelve men furvived on both fides, four on the part of
Jirjodin, and eight on the part of Judifhter ; among the latter was
the ambafiador Kifhen Baf fdeo, who is efteem’d a great prophet
among the Hindoos. They fay, that the aftrologers gave advice to

Raja Kuns, who ruled in the city of Mauttra,

that Kithen thould
one day take away his life; upon which he for ight every opportunity

to put Kifhen todeath : but Kithen, knowing the d¢ efigns of his foe,

retired to a place called Nind, where he lived with a thepherd eleven
years. ke ventured at length into the world, and collecting a body
of men together,

K uns,

who were diffatisfied with the government of
he made war upon him and put him to death, fetting up
Ogurfein, the father of Kuns, in the kingdom ; and he himfelf lived
afterwards L]111t}'-w.'o years,

Muttra,

at the head of the adminiftration at

Raja Jeradfing,-from the country of Barounia, came at

1 1
JLHI!:_;H'!




THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

length with a great army, towards Muttra, to turn Kithen from his
place. At the fame time came from the eaft, Reja Callioon, and
attacked him on the other fide. Kithen, not able to oppole thefe
two Rajas, fled towards Dygarka, which is on the coaft of the Salt
Sea, and'was there befieg’d for the fpace of eighteen years, where
fome fay he'died; but the fuperftitious aver that he is {till alive, and

therefore they pay him divine honors.
¥y pa3

They relate that after the Mahabarit, which fignifies the great
war, Judifhter having overcome Jirjodin, ruled the whole empire of
Hindoftan for thirty-fix years, when being difgufted with the vanity
and pomp of the world, he retired into a mountain, dividing his
wealth and empire among his friends, and lived the life of religion
and poverty the remainder of his days., The reign of Jirjedin and
Judifbter is faid to be one hundred and twenty-five years. Such
are the tales of the Hindoos concerning an age too dark and diftant
to be diftinétly known.,

i DA @1 R @ 0. AN B
Of the Origin of the Hindoos ¥+ .

S the beft and moft authentic hiftorians agree that Adam was Origin of the
T ¥ i & ind 5,
the father of mankind, who'e creation they place about five ke
thoufand years before the Higerah, the fenfible part of mankind,

who love the plainpefs of truth better than the extravagance of fable,

t Though our author begins his accounts of Hindoflan with the flood, yet like the
annals of other nations, there is Jittde to be depended vpon in the hiftory of that cauniry,
for fome ages after that fuppofed period. This muft rather be afcribed to the ignorance
of the Mahommedans in the Shanfcrita language, thao to a real want of anciedt many-
ments among the Hindoos themfelves,  Tn the firll centuries of the Higerah, truth be-
gins to beam forth with luftre in his accounts of India, and that with more precifion and
minutenels than any hiltory we have of any European nation, io fo early a period.

1
nave
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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

have rejected the marvellous traditions of the Hindoos, concerning
the tranfa&ions of a hundred thoufand years, and are of opinion that
they, like other nations, are the defecendants of the fons of Noo,
who peopled the world. The Hindoos prete 1d to know nothing of
the flood ; however, as this event is fupported by the teftimony of all
other nations, there islittle room to doubt of its truth, and.we thall,
therefore, proceed to trace the Hindoos from that great eera, according

to the beft anthorities.

We are told that Noo had three fons, Sham, Eaphs and Ham.
Sham, the eldeft, had nine fons, Arfhud, Arphathud, Bood, Khe,
Simood, Aram, Kibt, Aad and Keitan. All the tribes of Arabs,
Abraham and the prophets, were of the race of Arphathud, and his

‘fecond fon Keiomours, is faid to be the firlt king of Agim ¥, and his

fons were fix, Shamuc, Pharis, Iraac, Billou, Shaam and Mogaan.
Shamuc inherited the kingdom after the death of his father, whereas
the other fons difperfing themfelves, laid the foundation of monar-

chies, which pafs'd by their names.

Faphs, according to the defire of his father, turned his face to
the north-eaft, where he had many fonsand daughters.” The name
of his firft-born was Turc, from whenceall the tribes of the Turks,
Moguls, Ufbecks, Chigettas, Turkumanians and Rumians+. The

name of the fecond fon was Chin, who laid the foundation of the
mighty monarchy of China; and the third, whofe name was Rus,
.+ (aid to be the father of thofe nations, who extend themfelves north-
ward, even into the regions of darknefs, in the countries' of Mufe,

Ghiz and Eucelaat.

% Media.

4 The ‘_,ulr"[){ﬁ_ﬁ Turks are called Rumians, by the ealtern nations, from theic pol-
{efing the empire of the Romans in the leffer Afia.

Ham,



THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN,

Ham, by the order of his illuftrious father, turned his face to the IIrnr::u s
fouth. He alfo had many children : the name of the firlt was Hind, the Hindzos.
the fecond Sind, the third Haby(h{, the fourth Zinge, the fifth
Barber, and the fixth Nobah ; from thefe, all the kingdoms, diftin-
guifbed by their names, took their rife, Hind, turning eaftward,
pofieffed himfelf of the paradifial regions of Hindoflan, where he
laid the foundation of his menarchy, His brother Sind, turning to
the fouth-caft, poflfefled himfelf of the fertile plains of the river ||,
and founding the city of Tatta, ruled the kingdom of Moultan.

Hind had four fons, one of whom was named Purib, another Thefons of
. . . Hind,
Bang, a third Decan, and a fourth Nerwaal. They firlt inhabited Lo

e
=
i o

the countries, known to this day by their names. To Decan, the
fon of Hind, was born three fons, among whom he divided his

kingdom, Marhat, Conher and Tiling ; and from them {prung thefe

g

three great tribes in the Decan, Marhattas, Conherias and Telingas.

Nerwaal had alfo three fons, Beroge, Cambage and Malrage, whofe
names defcended to the countries over which they ruled. Bang alfo
had many children, who lived to inherit the kingdom of Bengal.
But Purib, the firft-born of Hind, had forty-two fons, who in a
fhort time multiply'd exceedingly ; but among thefe, one of them
whofe name was Krifhen, exalted himfelf above his brethren.

t Habyth, according to the Mahommedans, was the progenitor of the Abyllinians,

| The lnduys.
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E G, T LiOVN I

Of the Reign of Krifhen, the Founder of the Dynafty of
the Marages.

E'T it not be concealed that the fifft ‘who placed his' foot on

—4 the mufnud of empire, 'in ‘the region of Hindoftan, was
Krifhen; but not that Krithen whom the Hindoos worfhip, buta
man of wifdom, policy, and courage. He was, it is faid, fo fat
a man, that finding no horfe fufliciently ftrong for his weight, he
firft, prompted by necefiity, found out the art of catching and taming
clephants. In'the reign of Krithen, it is alfo fid, that there iwed
a certain perfon of the race of Bang, whofé name was Brahma, wife
and learned, whom Krifhen made his vizier. This Brahma is faid
to be the father of many arts, of writing and of working in wood
and iron. He was alfo the founder of the city of Oud, which be-
came the capital of Krithen; and is faid to have be¢h the firly regiilar

_imperial city of Hindoftan. Wheno Krifhén had lived to the age

of four hundred years ¥, he left the world to his firft-born Marage,
having, during his reign, peopled near two thoufand towns and
villages,

* Thatis to fay, Krithen, and-fuch of his race as bore his name, reigned four hun-
dred years-over Hindoftan. Tt is to be obferved that our author does net, properly
{peaking, begin his hiftory till the empire of Ghizoi was founded by Subuetagi; his
prol’dltd defign being to record the tranfadtions of the Mahommedans in Hindoftan,
What hmtfu e the tr I.]"l.tlhﬁ"' has diftinguithed under the title of the firlt part of this
hiftory is no more than a differtation prefixed to the original, in which the domeftic
accounts of the Hindoos, concerning their ancient Kings, are briefly recapitulated,

SECTION




THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

St Gl I OSSN TV
Of the Reign of Marage ¥, the fon of Krithen, and of the

Dymﬂfcs of the Marages and I{Uﬂ]rordgﬁs.

"N 7 HEN Marage, by the confent of his brothers and of the peo-Ts
ple, had afcended the throne, in the art of government he
foon rivall'd the fame of his father, devoting his time to the juft ad-
minpiftration of his affairs, ~As the children of Brahma were fliill’d
in the arts of their father, he continued the moft expert of them as
his vizier, and appointed the reft his aftrologers, phyficians and
pricfts, whence fome derive the origin of the Brahmins, who to this
day exercife thofe funéions in Hindoftan. Others of the nobility
were appointed hereditary governors of provinces, from whom the
fecond great fect of the Hindoos are fuppofed to derive their origin;
while a third clafs were commanded to cultivate the ground, and a

fourth to employ themfelves in fuch arts as were neceflary for the
purpofes of fociety. It was enacted, that thisdivifion of the {ubjects Marage di.
of Marage into four grand departments fhould fubfift for ever ; ﬂl1dj‘;i¢"1?i:l;:; }uir
thus was laid the foundation of the four great fe@s of Hindoos, "o

Brahma, Kittri, Bife and Sudur.

The wife and the excellent Marage was a lover of learning.  He Is a lover of
invited philofophers from all parts, and founded the city of ]“-nhurjcﬂ:r'k'g'
for their reception ; appropriating the revenues of certain lands for
their maintenance, and building feveral noble edifices and temples
for the worfhip of the true God, Of the length of his reign, and
the manner of his death, we have no particular accounts; neither
are we inform’d of the lives and a&ions of his {ucceflors, who are
faid to have ruled over Hindoftan, under the name and honours of

Marage, fignifies the great king.
2 ‘
C 2 their
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their father, during the fpace of feven hundred years, in'which time
the country is faid to have greatly encreas’d in riches, cultivation,
and in the number of its people. A friendly correlpondence was
kept up between the impcrial crowns of Hindoftan and Iran'4, till
at length one of the princes of the blood of Hind, went in difguft to
the prefence of Feredoon, king of Iran. He laid his complaints before
the king, who ordered Kirfhib, the fon of Attrid, with a numerous
army, to recover his rights. 'When Kirfhib reach’d the kingdom of
Hindoftan, a war was commenced, which continned, with various
fuccefs, for the fpace of ten years. The country fuffered exceed-
ingly, till Marage was compell'd to give up a part of his dominions
to the fugitive prince, of whofe name we have no information, only
that he was nephew to the then emperor. Marage thus procured
peace, and fent prefents by the hand of Kirfhib, to the king ‘of ‘Iran.

It is faid, that fome time after, the governor of Shingeldiep || and
Carnatic, trufting in his ftrength, blew up the flames of rebellion,
which was the occafion of a long .and bloody war in the Decan, in
which the eldeft fon of the king loft his life, being deferted’ in the
fight by Showra, ruler of the Decan, who fled with his difcomfited
army to the king. Marage, on hearing this news, writhed himfelf
like a (nake with anger, and bit the finger of forrow, becaufe, before
that time, none of the rulers of the iflands of Atchin, or the coafts

of Pegu or Malabar, had dared to difpute his commands.

e was, at the fame time, threaten'd with an invafion from Iran;
for Minuchere had advanted as far as ‘Moultan, with a mighty
army, intending to make an entire conqueft of Hindoftan, Marage
{fent Baal Chund, his gcnuml, againft him, who, finding that peace
would be more advantageous at that juntture, than war with this

foreign enemy, prevailed on Minuchere, by large prefents, to return to

+ Peclia, | Ceylon.

Tran,
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Tran. ‘When Baal Chund had accomplifhed this pacification, hewas
ordered by the king, to march to the Carnatic, where he fubdued Lﬂ:.Tnnrrdu-
the governor of Shingeldiep, and again eftablifhed the authority of
his mafter. Some authors relate, that Baal Chund was obliged to
cede. the whole territory of Punjaab to Minuchere, the general of
Feredoon ¥, before ke would return to Iran: Butothersaffirm, that
the territory of Punjaab, daring the reign of Feredoon, was in the
pofleflion of the king of Agim .

When Baal Chund returned from the war, Marage, in reward of
his: bravery, appointed him ruler of Malava. . This general is faid to
have built the caftles of Gualier and Biana, and to have firlt intro-
duced mufic into Hindoftan, from. the Tilingas of the Decan, among

whom it was invented.

The dynafty of the pofterity of Marage lafted feven hundred years Before Chrif
after the death of Krifhen, when Kefhrorage afcended the throne. 1oy ofthe
This prince was alfo of the race of the Marages, and had fourteen lﬁ;ﬂ:ﬂ:ﬂ:
brothers, whom on his acceflion he difpatch’d into different coun-
tries ; while he himfelf taking the way of Calpic, went into the
Decan, by the city of Gunduar, and Llire&Ing his march" towards
Shingeldiep, reduced that country into obedience, and regulated its
government, Soon after, the Zemindars of the Decan joining in e
confederacy, cxalted the fpear of cnmity, and day by day gained o Dessn.
ftrength, till at laft they ventured to advance their ftandards againt
the king. Kefhrorage, feeing the inequality of his force, began to

treat about a peace, which he obtained, and began his retreat.

* Feredoon and Minuchere feem to have been names common to all the Kings of
Perfia in thole ages.

+ Media.
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In the mean time, he fent prefents'to Minuchere, King
to'demand affiftance.

of Iran,
Minuchere 'ordered Sham, the fon of Nire-
man, with a great force, to his aid. Kefhrorage met him at the
The

rards the Decan, ‘and

town of Jillender, and received him with fealts and with i joy.
confederate armies turned their ftandards tow
the chiefs of the rebels began to be greatly affected with the terror
of the troops of Tran.
bands of the King.

The regions of the Decan: fell again into the
When the country was fettled in tranguillity,
Kefhrorage returned with his army to his capital of Oud, and from
thence, accompanying Sham as far as Purijaab, difmifs’d him with
prefents to his prince Minuchere.  Kefhrorage returiing home,
fpread the umbrella of juftice over the head of his people, and gave
them happinefs, plenty and peace. His fucceflors of the fame name
ruled Hindoftan two hundred and twenty years, of whom we hear

nothing remarkable, till Firofe Ra afcended the throne of empire.

O " EEGH A PO SEVL

Of the Reign of Firofe Ra, and the Diffolution of the
Dynafty of the Kefhrorage.

IROSE R A, being verfed in the Indian fciences of the
Shafthter, took gre:tt'delight in the fociety of learned men, and
entirely neglected the art of war. He expended his revenues in cha-
rities to Fakeers, and in building temples for the worthip of God.
He made two journeys to the city of Bahar, to which he granted
built the town of Moneer.

large  endowments, and, Among the

bad actions of his life is related, that on the death of Sham; the {on

Jireman, who was a great general under Minuchere *,

* King of Perfia.

Afrafiab

~
o
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Afrafiab® having invaded the kingdom of Iran, Firofe Ra ungrate-
fully feiz'd the fame opportunity to wreft the countries of Punjaab + fﬂ;j‘:'{)lwﬂ
and Jallender from that prince, notwithflanding the gendrous aflift-
ance of Perfia to his father, ' in recovering the kingdoms of the
Dccan. - Some ancient authors relate, that till the reign of Keikubad,
the territories of Punjaab were annexed to thofe of Hindoftans But
when the hero of the world, Ruftum DiftaZ, gave grace to the throne:
of empire, he turned to the conqueft of Punjaab ; and Firofe Ra:
unable to oppofe his progrefs; withdrew his army to the mountains
of Turhat.  After Ruftum had conquer'd Sind, Moultan and Puan- Ii‘uf:ui:*ﬁ:’ﬂ“
jaab, ‘he advanced towards Turhat; and Firofe 'Ra, in great terror,
fled from thence to the mountains of Jarcund ‘and Gundwarah ; nor
did he ever after fee happinefs, but gave up his foul to death., = He is ?]:r':-‘h‘ir”’*
faid to have reign'd one hundred and thirty-feven years, but this pe- ends.
riod muft be underftood, to include all the Kings who ruled under

that name and title.

*8*E C"'T"1 O'N VL

Of the Rcign: of Socorage; and the Dynafty of that
Name.

X/ H EN the news of the death of Firofe Ra reach'd the ears of Before Chrin

Ruftum, that hero, on account of his character and ingratitude soare af.

to Minuchere, was not defirous that his fon fhould fucceed to his fﬁfj:;"’“

honours ; he therefore placed a chief of the Hindoos, whofe name

* King of Turan orGreat Tartary.  He was one of the greatelt- conquerors of the
Eaft.

1 Tlie countries lying near the five heads of the Indus.

1 Ruftum Difta was King of Seiftan, and for his great exploits he was reckoned the
Hercules of the Eafl,

Was
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was Soorage, upon the throne, and he himfelf returned to Iran.
vl 5 = -
;‘FI?T_'_‘”'“[ Soorase became a powerful . prince, and from the fea of Bengal, to

By Ml o T 3 !
|"’ | |" _ that of ‘Malabar, placed his viceroys and governors, and turned his

i | 5 i ke . - .
mind to eret magnuncent edifices; and to improve ngncnltuﬁ:.

In the reign of Soorage, a Brahmin from the mountains of Jarcund
] ' appear’d, who was fkill'd in‘the arts of enchantment, and wheo, 1n-
I3 finuating himfelf into the favour of the King,. inftructed him in the
il practices of -idolatry. It is faid, that Hind continued, in imitation
of his father, to worfhip the true God, and. that his defcendants fol-
' lowed his example ; till in the time of Marage, a pf:ri},m came from

L i
I Tran, .and -introduced the worfhip of the fun, moon and ftars, and
’ their proper-{fymbol the element of fire: But the Brahmin, in the
if\:':hﬂ.‘:“p; days ofl Soorage; having introduced the worfhip of Idols, in a man-
! s edmos ¢ obliterated ‘all traces of the old religion ;i for then, every great
| family molded their filver and gold into images of their fore fathers,
ﬁt; ! and fetting them up as objects of worthip, among their vaffals, there

R arofe-in the land, Gods without number.
'In'llr”F: '

Soorage built the ¢ity of Kinnoge; which he adorn’d with the
temples of his Gods, and was intent upon the praflice of idolatry.
e . This city, being pleafantly fituated ‘on the banks of the Ganges, he

conftituted his capital ; and it 1s faid that the extent of the walls of
Kinnoge was, at that time, fifty crores.

Duration of The dynafty of the Scorages lafted two hundred and eighty-fix
aliy of 5 5% 1 1 l i : .3 8
-;\.,;;_-.,'TL-:. years, during which timeé, they fent annual prefents, by way of tri-

' bute, to the Kings of Iran.

SECTION
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SUE CYIT OIN VI
Of Barage.

F the race of the Surage we hear nothing particular till the Before Chrit
reign of Barage, who was the laft of that family. When ’—ﬁirﬁwgc
Barage .mounted the throne of Hindoftan, he enlarged the city of 1o ™
Barage, and dignified it with his own name. This city is fituated
to the north-weft of Oud about forty crores, by the foot of the
mountains. He is faid to have wrote fome books on the fcience of
mufic, which were in great repute in antient times, We are alfo
told; that he finithed the city of Banaris, which his father had be-
gun to build towards the latter end of his reign: But his difpofition
being fomewhat tinétured with madnefs, he overturned the laws of Is tyrannical,
Marage, which were founded on wifdom, and great difturbances
arofe in Hindoftan. = Keidar, a Brahmin, from the mountains of Depofic,

Sewali, having collected a great army, invaded him, and having in
the end, entirely defeated the King, wielded the fcepter of govern-
ment in his own hand, The reign of Barage is faid to have been
thirty-fix years,

e o = == 3 T .3 -.'-:
- S e T -
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SSE C'T 1IDN  VIH
Of the Reign of Keidar the Brahmin.

B '-r.: Chritt ‘V HE N Keidar the Brahmin had clafpt the bride of royalty in

gL his arms *, 'being a man of learning and genius, he became
Bralimin, fuc-
ceeds to :Em

throne, Chafero} on his thoulders, he was conftrained, by way of tribute,

a great King; but carrying the trappings of ‘Kei Caous and Kei

to {fend them annual gifts, This prince laid the foundation of the
caftle of Killinger, upon a high rock, about thirty crores fouth from
Allahabad, and lived to fee it compleatly finithed. In the latter end
of his reign, one Shinkol, a native of Kinnoge, having ftrengthened
himfelf, took pofleflion of Bang § and Behar, where he had been
governor ; and leading a great army againft Keidar, aftermany battles

Defeated and had ‘been fought' with various fuccefs, the fortune of Shinkol at
dethroned 1.5_\-'
Shinkol,

length prevailed. . The rcign of Keidar was nincteen years.

5 E. Gd i d-0uNn 3,

Of the Reign of Shinkol and of his Son and Succeflor
Rhoat.

Before Chrit E“}T\& H E N Shinkol had afcended the throne, he exerted himfelf
' ¥ in the military art, and affe@ed great magnificence. The

e city of Lucknouti, which 1s famous by the name of Goura, he re-

throne.

built and beautified, with many noble ftructures : That city 1s faid
to have been the capital of Bang for the {fpace of two thoufand

® A metaphorical expreflion for the empire.
+ Kei-Caousand Kei-Chufero were Kings af Perfia.

+ The province of Bengal.

I | o
(5]
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years, and was not deftroyed till after the conqueft of Timur, when

Tanda became the feat of government in thofe parts.

Shinkol kept up a force of four thoufand elephants of war, a hun- His great
dred thoufand horfe, and four hundred thoufand foot. When, there-""""
fore, Afrafiab ¥, King of Iran, demanded his tribute, Shinkol, con-
fiding in his own- f{trength, refufed to make any acknowledgment, Refu'es to pay
but turned away the Perfian ambaflfador with difgrace. Afrafiab Pertls, 2
being enraged at this treatment, one of his generals, whofe name was
Peiran, was commanded to march againft Shinkol with fifty thou-
fand chofen troops. When intelligence of this invafion came to
Shinkol, he exalted the fpear of defiance, and raifing a great army,

marched forth to meet him.

The two armies came in fight of each other near the hills of Koge,
which are in the country of Koracut, on the frontiers of Bengala.
The battle foon begun, and it lafted two days and two nights, with-
out victory declaring on either fide. The Turks 4, doing juftice to
their former fame, had by this time laid fifty thoufand of the Hindoos
upon the field ; yet, on account of the number of the enemy, the
harvelt feemed not to decreafe before them: In the mean time,
eighteen thoufand of the fmaller army being flain, a weaknefs appeared
diftin&ly on the face of their affairs. However, urged as they were,
they made a third attempt, and finding themfelves overcome, they
fought as they retreated to the mountains; there they took poffelfion Defeats the
of a ftrong poil, from which it was impofiible to drive them :

From this poft, they continued with fmall parties, to harrals the
neighbouring’ country, and in the mean time, difps.tchcd letters to

Perlians.

Afrafiab, giving him an account of their fituation.

* Afrafiab was a common title of the Kings of Perfia of the Tartar race.

+ The word Turk fignifies no more than a {oldier in the Perfian language, fo that
all their troops went by that name ; Turks in this place muft be underftood of thofe
whom we call Tartars.

S |
Da Afrafiab



20 THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

Afrafiab was at that time in the city of Gingdis,” which is fitu-
uted between Chitta and Chin, and about a month’s journey beyond
the city-of Balich. When he received intellizence of the fituation of
Peiran, he haftened to his relief with'a hondred thoufand: horfe,
and came juft in time to fave him from deftru¢tion’; for Shinkol had
fo clofely invefted him with a numerous ariny, that in'a few days more
he muft have perifthed with famine, or fubmitted himfelf to the
mercy of an enraged enemy. Afrafiab without delay affaulted Shin=
kol; the terrified Hindoos, unable to fland the combat, were dif-
perled like {traw before the ftorm, leaving their wealth and equipage
behind, When Peiran was relieved from his diftrefs, Afrafiab pur=

i'_jll‘ e fued the enemy, and put thoufands of them to the (word, Shinkol
rafiub, and himfelf haftened to Bang, and came to the city of Lucknouti, but

Hindoflan ra-

vaged, being clofely purfued by Afrafiab, he tarried there only one day,

and then fled to the mountains of Turhat. The Turks ravaged the

whole kingdom with fire and f{word.

Afrafiab haviag received intelligence of Shinkol, he directed his
march towards him. Shinkol immediately fent {fome of the wife men of
his court to beg peace and forgivenefs for his errors, foliciting that'he
might have the honour to kifs the foot of the lord of nations. Afrafiab

Submits and yiclded to his intreaties, and Shinkol, with a {fword and a coffin, was

15 CaITie

beia " brought into his prefence. It was agreed between the kings that
Shinkol fhould accompany Afrafiab to Turan, and that his fon
thould have the empire reftored to him upon condition of paying an
annual tribute. Thus Shinkol continued to attend Afrafiab, who
returned to his own dominions, till in one of the battles with Rul-

tum * he was flain by that hero’s {word.

Refore Chrit  Shinkol is faid to have reigned fixty-four years. His fon Rhoat,
66+, = ¥ 2 . . -
Rhoat a good Who fucceeded him in the throne, was a wife, religious and affable

pronce,
* Ruftom feems to be a name common to all the Lings of Sielian;

prince,
2
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prince. | The revenues of his empire;; which extended from Kirmi to

Malava, he divided into three parts; one of which he expended in
charities, another he fent to Afrafiab for his tribute, in which there Cributary &
was a large furplus for the ufe of his father ; and the other third ywas e
ppropriated to the neceffary expences of his government. His {tand-

E
S g
ing army upon this account was fmall, which induced the king of

Malava, who was rich and powerful, to withdraw his neck from the
yoke of obedience, and to feize upon the:caftle’ of Gualier, at th®
time.that Raja Rhoat was bufy in building the ftrong held of Rho-
tas, which ftill goes by his name. . When intelligence was brought
to.the King of the lofs of. Gualier, he affembled an army and led
them acainft the Rajaof Malava, but was forced to retreat. After
Rhoat and his race had reigned cighty-one years, they went the way
of their fathers, and having left no children to affume the enfigns Of The fumily of
royalty, there arofe great difturbances in the city of Kinnoge. A e e
nobleman whofe name was Merage, from the Rajaput tribe of
Cutchwa, affumed at laft the dignities of the empire, This prince

we are told was a native of Marwar,.

L =

S EYG T A0 N « X

Of the Reign of Merage.

: | ceeds to the
he led ‘an army towards Narval ¥, and punifhed the difobe- (hone, be-
. . - . ' fore Chnit
dient Zemindars of that country. Having built a port on the e b
thores of the Salt Sea, he there conftruéted (hips of wonderful inven= Encourages
trade,

tion to trade into foreign lands, and having fettled the country in
peace, returned to his capital, where he died, after a reign of forty Di:.

j FTER Merage had firmly eftablithed himfelf upen the throne, Merige foc-

* Guzerat.
vears,
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years., He was cotemporary with Guftafp, Emperor of Turkiftan 4,
to whom he paid tribute.

S ‘BIE TR QoK.
Of the Reign of Kederage,

Before Chrift I EDERAGE was nephew, by a fifter, to the former King,
5406,

iliudcragr:.
Conquers  fecond being flain, and the ruler of Punjaab being a weak man, Ke-
Punjaab.

and nominated by him for his fucceffor. Ruftum Difta the,

derage led an army that way, conquered it without much diffi-
culty, and remained fome, time in Bhera, which is an ancient city.
He built the fort of Jimbu, fituated about forty crores from Lahore,
on a mountain : then leaving one of his kinfmen, whofe name was
Wirick, to govern the country, Re returned to his capital, But fome
time after two tribes of mountaineers, the Gickers and Joppies,
colle&ing all the troops of Cabul and Kandahar, advanced againft
patloes ¢ Kederage, and recovered all thofe territories, from which time thefe
o i people have kept poffeflfion of the mountains, and are now called
Afgans. Kederage reigned forty three years.

+ Hyfafpes, the father of Darius Hyltafpes, King of Perfia. Tt is remarkable, that
the chronology of the Hindoos agreesalmott exaétly with Sir Ifaac Newton. Newton
fxes the commencement of the reign of Darins in the s21ft year before Chrilt; fo that
if we fuppofe that Hyftafpes made a figure in Turkeftan twenty five years before the
accellion of his fon to the throne of Perfia, which is no ways improbable, the chrono-
logy of Hindoftan agrees perfectly with that which Newton has eftablithed.



THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

0 1T S B30 £F' 0 5 o e "l & 3
Of the Reign of Jr:iu:hund.

W EICHUND was commander in chief of the armies of the for- Before Chrift
J mer King, and having the power in his hands, he mounted the _:{.f"f;_d;;d_
throne at the ‘death of his fovereign. In ‘this ‘reign a dreadful A diflute
famine ‘and peftilence devoured the land. ' The King negletting iy
the public ‘calamity in the city of Biana, fpent his time in riot
and feftivity. Many towns and villages upon this occafion became
defolate, and the whole kingdom of Hindoftan put on the afpect of
ruin and diftrefs. . Jeichund, at the expiration of fixty years, with- Dies.
drew into the regions of eternity. He was cotemporary with Bemin

and Daraab, and fent them an annual tribute. Fe left one fon of tender

years, fo that the mother of the child took the reins of adminiftration

into her hands; but being too weak to guide the chariot of empire;

Delu; the ‘brother of Jeichund, feized that opportunity of uforping pels ufurps

the throne,
ih & gr_‘bvern ment.

SURAG T O NPT

Of the Reigns of Delu and the two Foors.

E LU was a prince uncommonly brave and generous, with adif- perore Chiin
pofition benevolent towards men, and entirely devoted to his 4% .. .
creator. He founded ‘the city of Delhi in the fortieth year of higgeneous

prince,
reign; but a'Raja of his own family, whofe name was Foor *, and Foor or Po-

’ ; ris rebels,
who ruled the country of Cumaoon under him, rebelled, and having

* Foor was father to the famous Porus who fought againft Alexander.
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Pays the Per-

fian tribure.
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Jonah,
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firft fecured that country, drew a great army together, and invaded
the Emperor in Kinnoge. Thus a bloody war was commenced, in
which the Emperor was taken prifoner and fent to be confined in the
fort of Rhotas. Foor led his army towards Bang, and conquered
the country: as far as the ocean, and became a great and powerful
prince : ‘but his fon Foor confiding in his frength, negleéted to'pay the

n

cuftomary tribute to the King of Iran, which drew the victorious

“ army of the great Secunder * upon his head.  Foor, notwithftanding,

would not fubmit; but with an army numerous as the locufts; met
Secunder at Sirhind, about eighty crores from Delhi, where a ters
rible battle was fought, in which he bravely loft his life with many
thoufands of his fubjedts.

When the great Secunder came to Hindoftan, there was a Raja of
the Decan, whofe name was Bider, and founder of the caftle of that
name, who upon hearing of the vitory of Secunder and the death of
Foor, fent bis fon with great wealth to the conqueror to obtain peace,
which being granted, and a mutiny arifing in his army, Secunder

returned to Iran.

After the death of Foor, and the return of Secunder, Sinfarchund
aflumed the imperial dignity, and in a fhort- time regulated the em-
pire, which was then in great confufion, but he negleéted not to fend
his regular tribute to Kodirs-and Nirfi, who at that time held the

Sultanit of Iran.

After he and his family of the fame name had reigned feventy

-years, a Raja whofe name was Jonah, invaded the empire, and gained

the afcendancy. Some fay that Jonah was the nephew of Foor, but

this is not well attefted. However, when his fortune raifed him to

ageodprince, the throne, he became an excellent, prince, taking great pains in

peopling and cultivating the wafte parts of his deminions, and found-

# Alexander the Great.
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ing a lafting name of juflice and benevolence. Arid(here ¥ at this time
was Emperor of {ran, and advanced with an army to the borders of
Hindoftan, when Jonab, in fear of his arms, haftened to make his

fubmiffion, carrying with him a great number of warlike elephants, Submits w0
Pa

with a vaft quantity of gold and jewels, which he prefented to the oy
Emperor and bought peace. He then returned to Kinnoge, and
ruled in tranquillity for many years. He and his pofterity reignec
ninetyyears without doing any thing remarkable to the accefiion of

Callian Chund to the imperial throne.

SuELG A0 N°- =2 XTIV,
Of Callian Chund.

ALLIAN CHUND was a pringe of an evil difpofition, pefore Chrit
oppreffive and tyrannical to his fubjects, whofe blood he fhed (75

without mercy. His cruelty occafioned many people of diftinétion CHung s bad

. : prince,
to defert the country and fly to other kingdoms for protection, by
which the luftre of the court and the beauty of the country were
greatly diminifhed, At length faltion began openly to raife her
head, and all the dependant Rajas to appear in arnis, {o that being Depofed.

deferted by his own troops, he fled and died in obfcurity.

From this period, we find nothing certain in the hiftory of Hin-
doftan to the time of Bickermagit, the Raja of Malava, who made a
confiderable figure in the world. ~ We fhall therefore make a fthort
digreffion from the hiftory of the Kings of Kinnoge, to give fome

account.of him.

#  AridMere is the fame with Arfaces, king of Parthia, who founded the Parthian or
fecond Perfian empire, about two hundred and fifty-fix years before the chriftian

&ra.

Yor, L. E This
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i | W Bikamagit ~ This Bickermagit was of the tribe of Tuar, and great things are

Ly

| recorded in the hiftories of the Hindoos, concerning the policy, juftic

_ I "M and wildom of his government. Tt is faid that this prince in his
H'!'-'EILI.', ' 'l wavels 1o fo- youth, putting on the habit of a Fakeer, travelled over the world for
wl Iy ” i i Sl many years in acquiring the arts, learning and policy of foreign na-

B e tions. It was not however till the age of fifty that he became famous

for his exploits in the ficld, to ‘\.rﬂth they fay he was impelled by

|}I-. ' divine command ; which notion fcemed fpdeed to be juftified by his
|+-' g | it His great ac- uncommon fuccefs, which foon paved his way to the throne, In 2

'r" i I good | qua- few months he entirely fubdued the kingdoms of Narval and I\{[ulavn,
il i g {preading the carpet of juflice, and throwing the (hadow of his pro-
tection over the heads of his fubje@ts. The poets of thofe days praife
his juftice, by telling us that the magnet without his leave durft not
, exert its power upon iron, nor amber upon the chaff of the field;

and fuch was his temperance and contempt of external grandeur, that

he flept upon a mat, and reduced the furniture of his apartment to an

! !*EI" earthen pot filled with water from the {pring.

In his reign the city of Ugein was built, as alfo the fort of Daar;

'HH‘H Setsvpan where hetook up his refidence. He is.faid'to have fet up the idol
idol, - . i . o
Makaal * in Ugein, and to have colleéted Brahmins, Fakeers, and

i ENLM _ but worlhips JOgies, to-attend that worthip for the vulgar, while he himfelf wor-
A Gl fie 8¢ G0 (hipped only the infinite and invifible God. - The time of his death.
|I i I“ il | I

1 i‘-‘r-«'

before the writing of this hiftery (in the year of the Higerah one
} b &

r

]li.':";'

thoufand and fifteen) according to the account of the Hindoo writers,

is fiftcen hundred and fixty three years. He is faid to have been

cotemporary with Shawpoor King of Iran.

Bickermagit I was flain in-his old age, ina battle with the princes
ef the Decan, who had lifted up their ftandards againft him upon the

* Great time.
T Shawpoor fignifies, the King of the city, a title of the Kings of Perfia, for fome
time after- the diffolution of the firflk ‘empire. It is the fare name with Sapory fo

famous in the Roman hiftory

. 1he zra of Bickermagi is that whichiis moft commonly ufed by the Gentoos.
banks
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banks of the river Nirbidda. The Hindoo hiftorians have {tretched
the praife of this hero fo far beyond the bounds of reafon and proba-
bility, that the love of truth obliges us to be filent on this head.
After the death of Bickermagit the kingdom fell into anarchy for an inter.
fome time, till Raja Boge drew the reins of government into his hands. B,

Raja Boge alfo was of the tribe of Tuar, and in policy, juftice, A.D. 140,

T
BRAja LR,

and government, followed the example of Bickermagit. In the dif- L
a good prince,

1

cipline of his troops he was extremely adtive and vigilant, often going
the rounds in difguife to fee that they were watchful on their pofts, e
had a peculiar paffion for architecture, which he gratified in building,
reftoring, and ornamenting many cities in his dominions. Hindia,
Bijanagur, and Gircoon, were built in his reign. He was alfo much
addiced to women, whom he colle@ed into his Haram from all
parts. Twice every year he made 2 grand feftival, to which thou-
{ands of muficians and fingers crowded for his entertainment.. This
feftival continued for the fpace of forty days, in which nothing went
on but dancing, finging and debauchery. The company, on the
breaking up of the affembly, were prefented each with a drefs and
other prefents according to their rank. In this luxurions manner he

reigned fifty years.

To return to the hiftory of Kinnoge, After the expulfion of Callian
Chund, the kingdom of Kinnoge remained in anarchy to the days of
Bafdco, who having mounted the throne, recovered Bahar and Ben- Bafdco re-
gal, which had revolted, and ‘began to reftore the power and autho- ‘,I,,.d,s‘l’,;;:
rity of his kingdom, Byram Gore, King of Iran, at that time, came The King of
in difgnife to Hindoftan, in the chara&er of a merchant, to inform ];1.1].“.1;
himfelf of the power, government and manmers of that cou:at|'y.f,1:?1;_{’:;".’;’_
When he was entering the city of Kinnoge, it is related, thata wild J
elephant attacked him, who in the feafon of luft had ruthed from the
killing and deftroying all-who came in his way. Byram

E 2 Gore

woods,
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Gore pierced the elephant’s forehead with an arrow, by which he
acquired great fame and !':n}?!.ﬂ;'.l:i':j.'. Thiscircumflance E'-;'.'.'ing reached
the cars of the King, he was defirous of feeing the merchant, and
Is difcovered. ordered him to be L‘II‘-:TI'.l:C'i'.E into his prefence. When one of the
nobles who had gone to the court of Iran fome years before with the

]

tribute, {n]."f"-‘-'t'.:’t.[{ him to

o~

deo, who being perfeétly aflured of
the truth, defcended fromy his throne and cmbi'accd him.

Byram Gore being confirained to afflume his proper character, he

" was «reated with the utmoft magnificence and refpeét while he

remained at the court of Kinnoge, where he married the daughter
of Baldeo, and returned in a fhort time to Iran. Bafdeo and the
princes his pofterity, are faid to. have ruled the empire for eighty
years. The country being torn to pieces by a civil war, which arofe
Ramdeo. between the defcendants of Baldeo, Ramdeo, who had been general
of the forces, excluded: the royal line from the throne, and by con-

L fent of the nobility and troops, took the fupreme ¢mnoutv into his
LB 1R
q=.:' ' own hands.

1 uuiﬁ' L T

ﬂi‘pm. i SECTION XV
SRR |

b i " Of th.r: Reign of Ramdeo Rhator,
b

1-.1F{." 5 D, 56 'QLA M'D E O ‘was of the tribe of 'Rhator, a prince bold; wife,
o el A and generous.  The fir{t 'll:ng he did on his acceflion, was ta
: exterminate bf,r degrees the' chiefs and Rajas whe' affumed indepen-
dency, and raifed factions in the empire. ‘Then he advanced with
his army towards Marvar, and recovered that country. from the tribe
of Cutchwa, whom he difpofleflfed, and peopled it- with that of
Rhator, from. which time they have pofifefled it*. The tribe of

i

* Thele are the Mahrattas, svho at prefent make{uch a figure infndia.

Cutchwa
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Cutchwa was fent to the precincts of Rhotas which they {til inhabit.

Ramdeo Rhator, after thefe tranfations, returned and ‘marched His great

- ekl e ai =5 L it e
towards Lucknouti, which he took and gave to his nephew. Here

J-! = 1 + X -‘1 -- + [ 5 2 -.I -

great wealth fell into hig hands, and after an expedition of three

venrs he  returned to. Kinnege, where he remained two years, and
his army towards Malava, which he conquered, and

« in-the hands of his Vizier, ordercd many eities and towns

A

—

iilt in that province. Having repaired the fort of Narvar,

appointed one-of his kinfmen governor, and demanded the daugh-
¢ of the Raja of Bijanagur in marriage, who, Afearing the power of
Ramdeo, complied:: He remained in the eity of Gundwara two
vears, where he {lew many of the rebellious Zemindars, then retorn-

ing to Kinnoge {pent feven years in feftivity and pleafure.

Ramdeo. afterwards went unto the mountains of Sawalic, and
reduced all the Rajas of thofe parts; particularly thie Raja of Comacon,
whofe anceftors, according to the fabulous hiftory of the Hindoos,
had reigned there ten thoufand years. This Raja had drawn toge-
ther a powerful army, with which he engaged Ramdeo In feveral
great battles; fo that- for: fome time the war was: doubtful, At
length the fortune of Ramdeo prcvai!ud, and the Raja of Comaoon
was forced to abandon his wealth, and take refuge in the inacceflible
mountains . His wives and daughters fell into the hands of Ramdeo,
who having foftened him to compaffion, he reftored to the Raja his
country, and turned his face towards WNagracut, plundering the
country - till he reached Scutdimmindi. There he halted out of
refpet to the temple of Bowani }, which was built near the fort of
Nagracut, fending a perfon to call the Raja before him. The Raja
afraid for his life, delayed for fome time till he had received proper

# The mountains of Comacon lye abont two hundred miles North from Delhi.
4+ Bowani is one of the names of the Goddefs Pirkirli, conterning whom fee the
differtation prefixed to this hiftory,

affurances:
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-'.'..I',i'."-‘.‘-.'f'.'l_it;{[‘fl."u'ﬂ.b.’lﬂ] {afety, by the mediation of a Brahmin; and
ien he waited on the King, and exhibited the cultoms of obedience,
Ramdeo went to pay his adoration to the idol, to whom he made
rich offerings, then retiring, demanded the daughter of the Raja in
marriage for his {fon, and marched to the fortof Jummu. The Raja
of Jummu being ftrong in troops and well fupplied with money and
provifions, confiding in the ftrength of his fort and the inacceffible-
nefs of the roads leading towards it, defpifed the fummons of the
King, and refufed to bend to his commands, preparing himfelf
for war. But in the firft encounter in the feld, his irregular troops,
though fingly brave, were difcomfited before the united powers of
the King, who driving him within his walls, immediately invefted
the place, and ftorming it in a few days, imprifoned what part of
the garrifon efcaped the fword, and in the fort found great wealth.

The Raja Laving previoully fled into the mountains, faw no hope
but in peace, and therefore follicited the mercy of the King. Ram-
deo reinflated him, taking one of his davghters for his fecond fon.
Directing his march from thence to the banks of the river Nerbet,
which falls from the mountains of Calhmire into the diftriéts of Pun-
jaab, he traverfed the country of Hindoftan to the falt fea of Bengal,
where the great mountains of Sewalic prefs upon the ocean. He
accomplithed this march in five months, having reduced near five
hundred difobedient Rajas and Zemindars. He plundered them of
their wealth, and: then turned his victorious ftandards towards his

capital of Kinnoge, which he entered in pomp and triumph.

He foon after prepared a magnificent feftival, and divided the {poil
among his foldiers, the fhare of each being forty pieces of gold.
Befides a third part of the {poil was thrown among the people.
From this time forward he repofed upon the throne of eafe and mag-
nificence, nor ever afterwards mounted the horfe of war to hunt for
further conquelts. After he had reigned fifty four years, he followed

his
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kis anceftors to the unknown world, from whence none return.
But the great ations of his life rendered his fame immortal ; for
among the Kings of Hindoftan, we are told by hiftorians, that few
have rivalled the greatnefs of Ramdeo. e was cotemporary with
Firofe Saffa, father of Keikubad, to whom he paid tribute.

SEC T-I, &N, XV
Of the Reign of Partab- Chund..

E "i' PO N the death of Ramdeo, enmity broke out among his . D, so0.

/ children, fo that nothing but war, flaughter and death raged
in the plains of Hindoftan. In a fhort time, the great treafures
which he had amafled, were expended, and defolation began to ap-
pear in the fireets. The general of Ramdeo, whof: name was

Partab Chund, taking advantage of thefe family fadtions, gained PartabChund,

confidence and popularity among the troops. He accordingly
marched againft the capital, and reduced it in a few days. His firft
care was to extirpate the royal family, that his power might be firmly
eftablifhed ; then drawing many of the Rajas, by fair, but falfe pro-
mifes' into his power, he cut off the moft formidable, by which
means, the reft'became obedient to his commands. This prince,

by an uninterrupted courfe of fuccefs, began at length to devour the

wind of pride, and negleéted, for fome years; to fend the annual Nepieas o

hands and dithonour from his court. This ufage provoked. the re-

fentment of the Kingof Iran, and he fent an army agandt Partab
Chund, which having conquered and ravaged the countries of Cabul
and “Punjaab, threw him into great: confufion; he therefore was
forced to pay up his arrears, to advance the tribute of the enfuing
year, and to make promifes of future obedience. _

7 After

[sfor

tribute to Iran, returning the ambafladors of Nothirwaan with empty P27% ere

B
e Ferhians.

ced (o
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the neighbouring

e After the death of Partab Chund, feveral of
Rajas gaining power, formed independent governments, and left but
a fmall part of the country in the hands of the heirs of the empire,

infomuch that they loft the title of Rajas or Kings, and had that of
Rana fubflituted in its place. Yet they pofiefled the mountains of
Combilmere, and the adjacent countries of Chitor and Mindufur,

till they were conquered by the {fucceffors of Timur.

SE-CGTP 1 O'N - XV1L
Of Annindeo, Maldeo, and the Diffolution of the Empire.

mate AN NINDE O was of the fe& of Bife, who, upon the death
of Partab Chund, feized upon the country of Malava, and

with rapidity of conqueft, brought Narvalla, the country of the

Roduces the Marhattas, and the whole territory of Berar, into the circle of his
Mahattss,  obedience. To fecure thefe conquefts, he built the forts of Mahor,
- D. 575-  Rumgiri and Mundo. He was cotemporary with Chufero * Purvefe,
Dies. and died after a reign of fixtcen years. About this time, a perfon
whole name was Maldeo, of obfcure original, from the country of
Duaab, raifed himfelf to great power, and collefting a numerous

army, took the city of Delhi from the defcendants of Partab Chund ;

Maldeo,

then direting his march to Kinnoge, foon reduced that capital to
his obedience, which at that time, we are told, was {o populous,
that there were in the city thirty thoufand fhops in which arreca 4
was fold, and fixty thoufand fets of muficians and fingers, who paid
a tax to the government, from which we may judge of the amazing
_ Empire of the €xtent of this city, Maldeo, at the end of forty-two years, died,
e Hiodoos dif- 2.4 49 he had no iffue, every petty Raja rendered himfelf indepen-

folved,
* King of Perfia,
+ A kind of nut, which the Hindoos ufe as the Europeans do tobacce.
dent
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dent. From that time forward, no imperial Raja ruled Hindo-
ftan ; for when Sultan Mahmood Giznavi invaded that country, who
was the firlt of the Iflamite conquerors, he found it divided into

{mall ftates. Kinnoge was governed by one Raja Korrah ; Merat by

Hirdity Mahvin by Calchunder; Lahor by Jeipal, the fon of Hitpal;
and 'Callinger by ‘Begera. Malava, Ajmere, Guzarat and Gualier
had each their diftinét Rajas, who were perfetly independent of
one another; for this reafon we fhall quit the hiftory of the Rajas,
and begin with that of the conquelt of the Iflamites * in Hindoftan.

% The Mahommedaps.
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