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Unum [ludium wvere liberale eff, quod liberum facit. Hoc
Japicntie fiudium eff, Sublime, Jorte, magnanimign : ce-
tera pufilla & puerilia funt.—Plus feire welle guam fit
Jatis intemperantice genus eft.  Luid, quod ifta liberalium
artium confe@atio wmoleftos, verbofos, intempeflivos, febi
placentes facit, &3 ideo nonm dicentes neceflaria, quia fuper-
wacue didicerunt. Sen. Ep. 88.

Goodly DiscipLine! from heav’n y-fprong !
Parent of Science, queen of Arts refin’d !

To whom the Graces, and the Nize belong :

O ! bid thofe Graces, in fair chorus join’d

With




With each bright Z7r7ue that adorns the mind !

O bid the Mu/es, thine harmonious train,
Who by

Inipire, dire, and moralize the ftrain,

1y aid erft humaniz’d mankind,

That doth effay to teach thy treafures how to gain !

And Trou, whofe pious and maternal care,
The fubftitute of heavenly Providence,
With tendereft love my orphan life did rear,

¥ H

And train me up to manly firength and fenfe ;

With mildeft awe, and virtuous influence,
)

ng my unpradtis’d wayward feet
Tothe fimooth wallks of Trath and Inndcerice;

Where Happinefs heart-felt, Contentment fweet,

Philofophy divine aye hold their bleft retreat.

THovu, moft belov’d, moft honour’d, moft rever’d !
Accept this verfe, to thy large merit due!

And blame me not, ifby each tye endear’d,

Of nafu i
The w

And trace the plan of goodly 2 Nurture oer,

tude, and friendfhip true
i & b

TAR 1A
U6 Moirar ti

I purfue,
I

I bring eff wirtues into view s
=

And pro boait that from #%y precious flore,

Which erft enrich’d my heart, I'drew:this facred lose,

iducation.



[prag]

And thus, Iw-mn thus fhall I beft repay
The valued gifts, thy careful love beftow’d 3
If imitating I‘Hr-,r., well as I may,
I labour to diffufe th’ important good
*Till this great truth by all be underftood 3
¢¢ That all the pious duties which we owe,
¢¢ Qur parents, friends, our country and our God;
¢ The feeds of every virtue here below,
¢« From Difzipline alome, and early Culture grow.

CANTO I

ARGUMENT

The Knight, as to® P& pia’s boufe

He bis young Son conweys,
Is ffaid by (,USTD 3 awith bim fights,
i pride difmays.

And bis v

ﬁkG entle Enicur there was, whofe noble deeds
O’er Fairy Land by Fame were blazon’d rounds
For warlike enterprize, and fage © areeds

Emong the chief alike was he renown’d ;

bP=dia is a Greek word, fignifying Edueation.
¢ Areeds, counfels.

‘Whence




Whence with the marks of higheft honours crown’d
By Groriawa, in domeftick peace,
"That port, to which the wile are ever bound,
He anchor’d was,’ and chang’d the tofling feas
Of buftling bufy life, for calm {fequefter’d eafe.
II.
There in domeftick virtue rich and great
As erft in publick, *mid his wide domain,
Long in: primzval patriarchal ftate,
The lord, the judge, the father of the plain,
He dwelt ; and with him,. in the golden chain
Of wedded faith y-link’d, a matron fage
Aye dwelt ; {weet partner of his joy and pain,
Sweet charmer of his youth, friend of his age,
Skill’d to improve his blifs, ‘his forrows to afluage,
HE:
From this fair union, not of fordid gain,
But merit fimilar and mutual love,
Truefource of lineal virtue, {prung a train
Of youths and virgins ; like the beauteous grove,
Wkhich round the temple of Ohmpick Fove,
Begirt with youthful bloom the d parent tree,

"The facred olive; whence old EZ:s wove

A Parent true, the facred olive.]  This tree greaw in the
Altis, or facred grove of Olympick Jupiter ar Olympia,
haing, as the Bleans pretended, feen oxiginally planted
there by Hercules. It avas eftcemed Jacred, and [romithat
avere taken the Olympick croavms,  See Paufanias, Eliac.
and the Diflertation on the Olympick Games.

Her




[ r3]
Her verdant crowns of peaceful viftory,
The e gucrdons of bold ftrength, and {wift aétivity.
IV. ¥
So round their noble parents goodly rofe
Thefe generous feyons ;- they with watchful care
Still, as the fwelling paffions *gan difclofe
The buds of future virtues, did prepare
With pradent culture the young fhoots.to rear:
And aye in this endearing pious toil
They by a f Palmer {age inftrated weré,
Who from deep thought and ftudious fearch erewhile
Had learnt to mend the heart, and till the human foil.
V.
Tor by cceleftial 77/dom whilom led
Through all th’ apartments of th’ immortal mind,
He view’d the fecret ftores, and mark’d the & fted

1ent, wit, and memory aflign’d;

And how fenfation and refleftion join’d
To fill with images her darkfome grozte,
Where varioufly disjointed or combin’d,
As reafon, fancy, or opinion wrought,

Theirvarious mafks they play’d,and fed her penfive thought.

e Guerdons, rewards.
t Palmer, pilerim. - The perfon here [fignified is Mr.
Locke, charaderiz’d by bis avorks.

g Sted, place, flation,

ai
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' Alfe through the fields of Science had he ftray’d
With eager fearch, and fent his piercing eye
Through each learn’d /hool, each Philofophick fhade,
‘Where Truth and Firtue erft were deem’d to lie 3
If haply

Or hear the mufick of their charming lore :

the fair vagrants he i mote {py,

But all unable there to fatisfy

His carious foul, he turn’d him to explore

The facred avrit of Faith ; to learn, believe, adore,
o ]

V.
Thence foe t‘.roﬂ:ﬁ’d of Falffeod and Deceit,
Thofe {ly artificers of tyranny,
k Aye holding up l:cfmu uncertain feet
His faithful light, .to Knowledge, Liberty,
Mankind he led, to Ciwi/ PE.",‘(;_L‘,

’’s charitable law ;

And mild Re/;
That fram’d by Mercy and Benignity

The perfecuting fivord forbids to draw,

And free-created fouls with penal terrours awe.

VIHI.
1 Ne with thefe glorious gifts elate and vain
I
But, { ')lemr from his height, would even deign
The feeble fteps of L.u ancy to r*uvlc.

<’d he his wifdom up in churlith pride;

Alfe, alfo, further, i Mote, might,
ye, ever, INe, nor,
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Fternal glory Him therefore betide !
Let every generous youth 4is praife proclaim !
Who, wand’ring through the world’s rude foreft wide,
By him hath been y~tanght his cousfe to frame
To Virtue's fweet abodes, and heav’n-afpiring Fame !
IX.
For this the Farry Knicat with anxious thought,

And fond paternal care his counfel 2] praj

And him of gentleft courtefy ‘Jemught
His guid:xncc to vouchfafe and friend
The while his tender offs

Through dcvious paths to that fecure refreat;

ring he con

Where fage Pznia, with each tuneful maid,
On a wide
*Mid flow’ry

mount had fix’d her rural feat,

blac?

d, untrod by vulgar feet.

=

And now forth-pacing v

h-y is blcomin

fide by fide

counfellour and guard, in goodly m th

O3

11 <5
nurs'a Dy every s Mufe.

been broughtup,




XI.
Thus a$ their pleafing journey they purfued,

With chearful argument beguiling pain ;
Ere long defcending from an hill they view'd

' Beneath their eyes out-ftretch’d a fpacious plain;
That fruitful thew’d, and apt for every grain,
For paftures, vines and flow’rs ; while Nature fair
Sweet-fmiling all around with count’nance © fain
Seem’d to demand the tiller’s art and care,

Her wildnefs to corred, her lavifh wafte repair.
XIL.

Right good, I ween, and bounteous was the foil,
Aye wont in happy feafon to repay
With tenfold ufury the peafant’s toil.
But now ’twas ruin all, and wild decay ;
Untill’d the garden and the fallow lay,
The theep-fhorne down with barren P brakes o’ergrown;

ne i

The whiles the merry peafants fport and play,
All as the publick evil were unknown,

Or every publick care from every breaft was flown,

XIII.

Aftonifh’d at a fcene at once fo fair

And fo deform’d ; with wonder and delight

At man’s negleét, and Nature’s bounty rare,

In ftudious thought a-while the Fairy Knight,

o Fainy carnelt, eaget, p Brakes, briars,
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Bent on that goodly 2 lond his eager fight :
Then forward rufh’d, impatient to defcry
What towns and caftles there-in were b empight
For towns him feem’d, and caftles he did {py,

As to th? horizon round he ftretch’d his roaming eye.

XIV.

Nor long way had they travell’d, ere they came
To a wide ftream, that with tumultuous roar
Emongft rade rocks its winding courfe did frame,
Black was the wave and fordid, cover’d o’er
With angry foam, and ftain’d with infants’ gore.
Thereto along th’ unlovely margin ftood
A birchen grove that waving from the fhore,
Aye caft upon the tide its falling bud,

And with its bitter juice empoifon’d all the flood,

XV.

Right in the centre of the vale empight,
Not diftant far a_forked mountain rofe ;
In outward form prefenting to the fight
That fam’d Parza/fian hill, on whofe fair brows
The Nine Aonian Siffers wont repofe ;
LifPning to fweet Caflalia’s founding ftream,
Which through the plains of Cirrha murm’ring fows,
But This to That compar’d mote juftly {feem

e fitting haunt for gods, ne worthy man’s efteem.

2 Lond, land, b Empight, placed,

‘VOL. IV, B XVI. For
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XVI.
For this nor founded deep, nor fpredden wide,
Nor high up-rais’d above the level plain,
By toiling art through tedious years applied,
From various parts compil'd with fudious ‘pain,
Was ¢ erft up-thrown ; ‘if {o it mote attain,
Like that poetick mountain, to be d hight
The noble feat of Learning’s goodly train.
Theréto, the more to captivate the fight,
like a garden fair moft curioufly was ¢ dight.
XVII.
In figurd plots with leafy walls inclos’d,
By meafure and by rule it was out-lay’d 3
With {ymmetry fo regular difpos’d,
That plot to plot fill anfwer’d, fhade to ‘fhade 3
Each correfpondent twain alike array’d
With like embellifhments of plants and ‘flow’rs,
OF ftatues, vafes, fpouting founts, that play’d
Through fhells of Tritons their afcending Thow’rs,
And labyrinths involv’d and trelice-woven bow'rs.
XVIIL.
There likewile mote be feen on every fide
The yew obedient to the planter’s will,
And fhapely box of all their branching pride
Ungently fhorne, and with prepoﬂerous fkill

e+

¢ Erft, formerly. 9 Hight, called, named. ¢ Dight, dreft.

To
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To various beafts and birds of fundry quill
Transform’d, and human fhapes of monftrous fize 3
Huge as that giant-race, who, hill on hill
High-heaping, fought with impious vain f emprize;
Delpight of thund’ring Fove, to feale the fteepy, fkies.
XIX.
Alfe other wonders of the fportive (hears
Fair Nature mif-adorning there were found ;
Globes; fpiral columns; pyramids and piers
With fprouting utns and budding ftatues crown’d 3
And horizontal dials on. the ground
In living box by cunning artifts trac’d 5
And gallies trim, on no long voyage bound,
But by their roots there ever anchor’d faft;
¢ All were their bellying fails out-fpread to every blaft:
XX.
O’er all appear’d the mountain’s forked brows
With terraffes on terrafles up-thrown ;
And all along arrang’d in order’d rows,
And vifto’s broad, the velvet flopes adown
The ever-verdant trees of Daphre thone.
But aliens to the clime, and broughtof old
From Latian plains, and Grecian Helicor,
They thrunk and languifh’d in a foreign mold,
By changeful fummers ftarv’d; and pinch’d by winter’s cold.

£ Emprize, enterprize, attempt.
g All, ufed frequently by the old Englifh poets for all:thongh,
B2 XXI, Amid




XXI.

Amid this verdant grove with folemn flate,

On golden thrones of antique form reclin’d,

In mimick majefty Nize Firgins fate,

In features various, as unlike in mind :

Alfe boafted they themfelves of heav'nly kind,

And to the fweet Parnaffian Nymphs allied ;

Thence round their brows the Delphick bay they twin’d

And matching with high names their apifh pride, ;

O'er every learned fehool aye claim’d they to prefide,
XXITI.

In antique garbs, for modern they difdain’d,

By Greek and Roman artifts b whilom made,

Of various woofs, and variounfly diftain’d

With tints of ev’ry hue, were they array’d ;

And here and there ambitioufly difplay’d

A purple fhred of fome rich robe, prepared

Erft by the Mufes or th’ donian Maid,

"To deck great Tullius or the Mantuan Bard ;

Which o’er each motley véftwith uncouth fplendor glared,
XXITIL,

And well their outward vefture did exprefs

The bent and habit of their inward mind,

Affetting Wifdom’s antiquated drefs,

And ufages by Time caft far behind,

R I7hilom, formerly.

Thence,
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Thence, to the charms of younger Science blind,

The cuftoms, laws, the learning, arts and phrafe

Of their own countries they with {corn declin’d ;

Ne Jacred Truth herfelf would they embrace,
Unwarranted, unknown in their fore-fathers’ days.

XXIV.

Thus ever backward cafting their furvey ;

To Rome’s old ruins and the groves forlorn

Of elder Athens, which in profpect lay

Stretch’d out beneath the mountain, would they turn

Their bufy fearch, and o’er the rubbifh mourn.

Then gathering up with fuperftitious care,

Each little fcrap, however foul or torn,

In grave harangues they boldly would declare,
This Ennius, Parro; This the Stagyrite did wear.

XXV.

Yet, under names of venerable found,

Wide o’er the world they ftretch’d their aweful rod ;

Through all the provinces of Learning own’d

For teachers of whate’er is wife and good.

Alfe from each region to their 1 drad abode

Came youth unnumber’d, crowding all to tafte

"The freams of Science ; which united flow’d

Adown the mount, from wuine rich {ources caft ;
And to the vale below in one rude torrent pafs’d.

i Dread, dreadful.

B3 XXVI. Oz




XXVI.
O’er every fource, proteftrefs of the flream,
One of thofe Firgin Siffers did prefide ;
Who, dignifying with her noble pame
Her proper flood, aye pour’d into the tide
The heady vapours of feholafick pride
Defpotical and abje&®, bold and blind,
Fierce in debate, and forward to decide ;
Vain love of praife, with adulation join’d,
And difingenuous {corn, and impotence of mind,
XXVII.
Extending from the hill on every fide,
In circuit vaft a verdant valley {pread ;
Acrofs-whofe uniform flat bofom glide
Ten thoufand ftreams, in winding mazes led,
By various fluices from one common head ;
A turbid mafs of waters, vaft, profound,
Hight of Philology the lake; and fed
By that rude-torrent, ‘which with roaring found
Came tumbling from the hill, and flow’d the level round.
XXVIIL,
And every where this fpacious valley oler,
Faft by each fiream was feen a numerous throng
Of beardlefs-firiplings to the birch-crown’d {hore,
By nurfes, guardians, fathers dragg’d along s
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Who helplefs, meek, and innocent of wrong,
Were torn reludtant from the tender fide
OF their fond mothers, and by ¥ faitours ftrong,
By pow’r made infolent, and hard by pride,
Were driv’n with furious rage, - and laft’d into the tide.
XXIX.
On the rude bank with trembling feet they ftood,
And calling round. their oft-reverted eyes,
If haply they mote ’{cape the hated flood,
Fill’d all the plain with Jamentable cries;
But far away th’ unheeding father flies,
Conftrain’d his firong compunttions to reprefs ;
While clofe behind, afluming the difguife
Of nurturing care, and {miling tendernefs,
With fecret {courges arm’d thofe griefly faitours prefs.
XXX,
As on the {teepy margin of a brook,
When the young fun with flowery Maia rides,
With innocent difmay a bleating flock
Crowd back, afitighted at the rolling tides:
"The fhepherd-fivain at firft exhorting chides
Their ! feely fear; at length impatient grown,
With his rude crook he wounds their tender fides;
And all regardlefs of their piteous moan,
Into the dathing wave compels them furious down,

k Faitonr, doer, from faire to do, and fait deed, com-
monly ufed by Spenfer in a bad Jenfe. 1 Seely, fimple,

B4 XXXI. Thus




XXXI.
Thus urg’d by mafP’ring Fear and dol’rous | Teen
Into the current plung’d that infant crowd.

Right piteous was the fpetacle, T ween,

Of tender firiplings ftain’d with tears and blood,
Perforce conflitting with the bitter flood ;
And labouring to attain the diftant fhore,
Where holding forth the gowvr of mankeod ftood
The firen Liberty, and ever-more
Sollicited their hearts with her inchanting lore,
XXXII.
Irkforhe and long the paffage was, perplex’d
With rugged rocks on which the raving tide
By fudden burits of angry tempefts vex’d
Oft dafh’d the youth, whofe firength mote ill abide
With head up-lifted o’er the waves to ride.
‘Whence many wearied ere they had o’er-paft
The middle ftream (for they in vain have tried)
Again return’d m aftounded and aghatt ;
Ne one regardful look would ever backward caft.
XXXIII.
Some, of a rugged, more enduring frame,
Their toilfome courfe with patient pain purfu’d ;
And tho’ with many a bruife and = muchel blame,
Eft hanging on the rocks, and eft embrn’d

) Tecn, pain, gricf. ™ Afounded;aftonif’d, ® Muchel, much,

Deep
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Deep in the muddy fiream, with hearts fubdu'd
And quail’d by labour, gain’d the fhore at laft,
But in life’s praftick olear unfkill’d and rude,
Forth to that forked bill they filent pac’'d ;
Where hid in frudious fhades their fruitle(s hours they wafte,
XXXIV.
Others of rich and noble lineage bred,
Though with the crowd ‘to pafs the flood conftrain’d,
Yet o’er the crags with fond indulgence led
By bireling guides and in all depths fuftain’d,
Skimm’d lightly o’er the tide, undipt, unftain’d,
Save with the fprinkling of the wat'ry fpray :
And aye their proud prerogative maintain’d,
Of ignorance and eafe and wanton play,
goft harbingers of vice, and przmature decay.
XXXV.
A few, alas, how few ! by heav’n’s high will
With {ubtile {pirits endow’d and finews firong,
p Albe fore ¢ mated by the tempefts fhrill,
That bellow’d fierce and rife the rocks among,
By their own natiwe wigour borne along
Cat brifkly through the waves; and forces new
Gathering from toil, and ardor from the throng
Of rival youths, outitript the labouring crew,
And to the true ¥ Parnaffé, and heav’n-thron’d glory flew.

9 Lear, learning. p Albe, although.
3 Mated, amaz'd, fcared. © Parnajfé, Parnaffus.

XXXVI, Dire




XXXVI.
Dire was the tumult, and from every fhore

Difcordant echoes firuck the deafen’d ear,
Heart-thrilling cries, with fobs and s fingults {ore
Short-interrupted, the imploring tear,
And furious ftripes, and angry threats fevere,
Confus’dly mingled with the jarring {found
Of all the various fpeeches thatt while-ere
On Shinar’s wide-fpread champain did aftound
High Babel’s builders vain, and their proud works confound
XXXVII, :
Much was the Exicar empaflion’d at the fcene,
But more his blcoming fon, whofe tender breait
Empierced deep with fympathizing teen
On his pale check the figns of dread imprefs’d,
And £il’d his eyes with tears, which fore diftre(s’d
Up to his fire he rais’d in mournful wife ;
Who with fiveet fmiles paternal foon redrefs’d
His troublous thoughts, and clear’d each fad furmife 3
Then turns his ready fteed, and on his journey hies,
XXXVIIIL.
Bat far he had not march’d ere he was ftay’d
By a rude voice, that like th’ united found
Of fhouting royriadss through the valley bray’d,
£And fhook the groves, the floods, and folid ground:

8 Singults, fighs, ¢ [P bile-ere, formerlys
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The diftant hills rebellow’d all around.
« Arreft, Sir Knight, it cried, thy fond career,
¢ Nor with prefumptuous difobedience wound

¢ That aweful majefty, which all revere !

[1

In my commands, 8 Kwight, the voice of nations hear {
XXXIX
Quick turn’d the Kv1caT, and faw upon the plain
Advancing towards him with impetuous gate,
And vifage all infAamed with fierce difdain,
A monftrous GranT, on whofe brow elate
Shone the bright enfign of imperial ftate ;
Albeit lawful kingdom he had none;
But laws and lingdoms wont he oft create,
And oft’times over both ereé his throne,
While fenates, priefts and kings his v fov’ran {ceptre own
XL.
Custom he hight; and aye in every land
Ufurp’d dominion with defpotick fivay
O’er all he holds ; and to his high command
Conftrains even ftubborn Nazure to obey;
Whom difpoffefling oft, he doth affay
To govern in‘her right : .and with a pace
So foft and gentle doth he win his way,
That the unwares is.caught.in his embrace,
And tho’deflowr’dand thralPd nought feels her foul difgrace.

u Sowran, for {overeign,

XLI. For




XLI.
For nurt’ring, even from their tend’reft age,
The docile fons of men withouten pain,
By difciplines and rules to every ftage ‘
Of life accommodate, he doth them train
Infenfibly to wear and hug his chain.
Alfe his behefts or gentle or fevere,
Or good or noxious, rational or vain,
He craftily perfuades them to revere,
As inftitutions fage, and venerable lear.
XLII.
Protector therefore of that forked bill,
And mighty patron of thofe Siffers Nine,
Who there enthron’d, with many a copious rill
Feed the full ftreams, that through the valley fhine,
He deemed was ; and aye with rites divine,
x Like thofe, which Sparsa’s hardy race of yore
Were wont perform at fell Diana’s fhrine,
He doth conftrain his vaffals to adore
Perforce their facred names, and learn their facred lore,
XLIII.
And to the FArry KnicaT now drawing near,
With voice terrifick and imperious mien,
(All was he wont lefs dreadful to appear,
‘When known and praétifed than at diftance feen)
And

x The Lacedemonians iz order to make their children
bardy and endure pain awith confancy and courage, avere ac-
cuffomed to canfe them to be foourged wery feverely, And 1

mif
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And kingly ftretching forth his {ceptre fheen,
Him he commandeth, upon threat'ned pain
OfF his difpleafure high and vengeance keen,
From his rebellious purpofe to refrain,
And all due honours pay to Learning’s rev’rend train,
XLIV.
So faying and foreftalling all reply,
His peremptory hand without delay,
As one who little cared to juftify
His princely will, long us’d to boundlefs fivay,
Upon the Fairy Youth with great difmay
In every quaking limb convuls’d, he lay’d:
And proudly ftalking o’er the verdant ¥ lay,
Him to thofe fcicntifick fireams convey’d,
With many his young compeers therein to be ? embay’d,
XLV.
The Kxicur his tender fon’s diftrefsful 2 ftour
Perceiving, fwift to his affiftance flew :
Ne vainly ftay’d to deprecate that pow’r,
Which from fubmiffion aye more haughty grew.
For that proud Grant’s force he wifely knew,
Not to be meanly dreaded, nor defy’d
With rath: prefumption 5 and with courage true,
Rather than flep from Virtue’s paths afide,
Oft had hefingly fcorn’d his all-difmaying pride.

amyfelf (fays Plutarch, in bis life of Lycurgus) bawve feen
Jes urmfaf them: endure whipping fo death, at the foot of the
a]'m of Diana furnamed Orthia.

¥ Lay, mead. 2 Embay'd, bathed, dlpt. & Stour,
trouble, misfortune, &c.




XLVL
And now; difdaining parle, his courfer hot
He ficrcely prick’d, and couch’d his vengeful {peat’
‘Where-with the GraxT he {o rudely finot;
"That him perforce conftrain’d to b wend arrear.
‘Who, much abath’d at fuch rebuke {evere,
Yet his accultom’d pride recov’ring {oon,
Forth-with his mafly feeptre *gan up-rear;
For other warlike weapon' he had none,

Ne other him behoved to quell his boldeft ¢ fone:

XLVIIL
With that enormous mace the Fatry KricuT
So fore he @ bet, that all his armour d bray’d;
To pieces well-nigh riven with the might
Of fo tempeftuous flrokes: but He was ftay’d;
And ever with deliberate valour weigh’d
he fudden changes of the doubtful fray;

From cautious prudence oft deriving aid,
When force unequal did him hard affay :

So lightly from his fteed he leapt npon the lay,

XLVIIL.

"Then {wiftly drawing forth his ¢ trenchant bladey
High o’er his head he held his fenceful fhield ;
And warily fore-cafting to evade
The Grant’s Furious arm, about him wheel’d;

b Wend" arveary move backwards. ¢ Fone, foes.
Bez, beat; éray'd, refounded. ¢ Trenchant, cutting.

With
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With reftlefs fteps aye traverfing the field.

And ever as his foe's intemperate pride,

Through rage defencelefs, mote advantage yield,

With his tharp fiword {o oft he did him f gride,
That his gold-fandal’d feet in crimfon floods were dyed.

XLIX.

His bafer parts he maim’d with many a wound

But far above his utmoft reach were & pight

The forts of life: me ever to confound

With utter ruin, and abolifh quite

A power fo puiffant by his fingle might

Did he prefume to hope: Himfelf ‘alone

From lawlels force to free, /in bloody fight

He ftood ; content to bow to CusToum’s throne,
So Reason mote not'blufh his fovran rule to own.

L.

So well he warded, ‘and fo fierccly prefs’d

His foe, that weary wex’d he of the fray:;

Vet h nould he algates lower his haughty creft;

But mafking in contempt his fore difmay,

Difdainfully releas’d the trembling prey,

As one unworthy iof his princely care :

Then proudly cafting on the warlike i fay

A Tmile of feorn and pity, through the air

*Gan blow his {hrilling horn ; the blaft was heavd afar.

£ Gride, cut, hack. g Pight, placed. h Nould
ke algates, would not by any means. i Fay, fairy.
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L1
Eftfoons aftonifh’d at th’ alarming found,
The fignal of diftrefs and hottile wrong,
Confufcdly trooping from all quarters round,
Came pouring o’er the plain a numerous throng
Of every {ex and order, old and young ;
The yafials of great Custom’s wide domain,
Who to his lore inur’d by ufage long,
His cvery fummons heard with pleafure fain,
And felt his every wound with {ympathetick pain.
E16 3
"They, when their bleeding 4ing they did behold,
And faw an ‘armed KnieaT him ftanding near,
Attended by that Palmer {age and bold;
‘Whofe vent'rous fearch of devious Truth while-ear
Spread through the realms of Learning horrors drear,
Y-feized were at firft with terrors great;
And in their boding hearts began to fear,
Diffention faftious, controverfial hate,
And innovations ftrange in CusTom’s peaceful ftate,
LIIL
But when they faw the KnicuT his fauchion fheathe,
And climbing to his fteed march thence away,
With all his hoftile train, they ’gan to breathe
With freer {pirit, and with afpeét gay
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Sdon chaced the gatheririg clouds of black affray.
Alfe their great monarch; cheared with the view
Of myriads, who confefs his fovran fway;
His ruffled pride began to plume anew 3
And on his bugle clear a firain of triumph blew.
LIV.
There-at the multitude, that ftood around,
Sent up at once a univerfal roar,
Of boifterous joy : the {fudden-burfting found;
Like thie explofion of a warlike flore
Of nitrous grain, th’ afiliéted k welkin tore.
Then turning towards the Knreur, with {coffings lewd;
Heart-piercing infults, and revilings fore,
Loud burfts of Iaughter vain, and hiffes rade,
As through the throng he pafs’d, his parting fteps purfiied:
LV. ;
Alfe from that farked bill the boafted feat
Of ftudious Peace, and mild Philofophy,
Indignant murmurs mote be heard to threat,
Muftering their rage ; eke baleful Fufamy,
Rouz’d from her den of bafé obfcurity
By thofe fame Mdidens Nine, began to found
Her brazen trump of black’ning obloquy =
‘While Satire, with dark clouds encompalt round,
Sharp, fecret arrows fhot, and aim’d his back to wound.

k Welkin, {ky.
Yor. IV. C
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LVI. :
But the brave Farry KnigaT no whit difmay’d
Held on his peaceful journey o’er the plain ;
With curious eye obferving, as he ftray’d
Through the wide provinces of CusTom’s reign,
What mote afrefh admonifh him remain
Faft by his virtuous purpofe ; all around
So many objeéts mov’d his juft difdain ;
Him feem’d that nothing ferious, nothing found

In city, village, bow’r, or caftle mote be found.

LVII.
Tn village, city, catle, bow’r and hall,
Each fex, each age, each order and degree,
To vice and idle fport abandon’d all,
Kept one perpetual general jubilee.
Ne fuffered ought difturb their merry glee;
Ne fenfe of private lofs, ne publick woes,
Reftraint of law, Religion’s drad decree,

Inteftine defolation, foreign foes, [throws.

Nor heav’n’s tempeftuous threats, nor earth’s convulfive
>

LVIII.
But chiefly they whom Heav'n’s difpofing hand
Had feated high on Fortune’s upper ftage;
And plac’d within their call the facred band
That waits on. Nature and Inftruétion fage,
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If happy their wife ! hefts mote them engage

To climb through knowledge to more noble praife;

And as they mount, enlighten every age

With the bright influence of fair Virtue’s rays;
Which from the aweful heights of Grandeur brighter blaze,

LIX.

They, O perverfe and bafe ingratitude !

Defpifing the great ends of Providence,

For which above their mates they were endued

With wealth, authority, and eminence,

To the low fervices of brutal fenfe

Abufed the means of pleafures more refin’d,

Of knowledge, virtue, and beneficence ;

And fettering on her throne th’ immortal mind,
The guidance of her realm to paflions wild refign’d.

LX.

Hence thoughtlefs, fhamelefs, recklefs, fpiritlefs,

Nought worthy of their kind did they affay ;

But or benumb’d with palfied Idlenefs

In meerly living loiter’d life away.

Or by falfe tafte of pleafure led aftray,

For-ever wandring in the fenfual bow’rs

Of feverith Debauch, and luftful Play,

Spent on ignoble toils their ative pow’rs,
And with untimely blafts difeas’d their vernal hours,

1
1 Hefts, bebefts, precepts, commands.

Cz2 LXIL Ev'n
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XL
Ev'n they to whom kind Natare did accord
A frame more delicate, and purer mind,
Though the foul brothel and the wine-ftain’d board
Of beaitly Comus loathing they declin’d,
Vet their {foft hearts to idle joys refign’d ;
Like painted infects, through the {fommer-air
With random flight aye ranging unconfin’d ;
And tafting every flower and bleflom fair,
Withouten any choice, withouten any care.
LXII.
For choice them needed none, who only fought
With vain amufements to beguile the day ;
And wherefore fhould they take or care or thought,
‘Whom Nature prompts, and Fortune calls to play ?
<¢ Tords of the earth, be happy as ye may !
So learn’d, fo taught the leaders of mankind ;
Th’ unreafoning vulgar willingly abey,
And leaving toil and poverty behind,
Ran forth by different ways the blifsful boon to find.
LXIII.
Nor tedious was the {earch ; for every where,
As nigh great CusTom’s royal tow’rs the KnicHT
Pafe’d throuch th’ adjoining hamlets, mote he hear

The merry voice of feftival Delight

Saluting
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Saluting the return of morning bright
With matin-revels, by the mid-day hours
Scarce ended ; and again with dewy night,
In cover’d theatres, ‘or leafy bow’rs

Offering her evening-vows to Pleafure’s joyous pow’rs.

LXIV.

And ever on the way mote he efpy
Men, women, children, a promifcuous throng
Of rich, poor, wife and fimple, low and high,
By land, by water, pafling aye along
Withunummers, anticks, mufick, dance and fong,
To Pleafure’s numerous temples,’ that befide
The gliftening fireams, or tufted groves among,
To every idle foot ftood open wide,

And every gay defire with various joys fupplied.

LXV.

For there each heart with diver{fe charms to move,
The {ly inchantrefs fummoned all her train :
Alluring Zenus, queen of vagrant love,
The boon companion Bacchis loud and vain,
And tricking Hermes, god of frandful gain,
Who, when blind Fortuze throws, direéts the die,
And Phabus tuning his foft Lydian ftrain
To wanton motions, and the lover's figh,

And thought-beguiling fhew, and mafking revelry.

P
N
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LXVI.
Unmeet aflociates there for noble youth,
Who to true honour meaneth to afpire ;

And for the works of virtue, faith, and truth
Would keep his manly faculties entire.
The which avizing well, the cautious fire
From that foft firen-land of Pleafaunce vain,
With timely hafte was minded to retire,
m Or ere the fweet contagion mote attain

His fon’s unpractic’d heart, yet free from vicious ftain.

LXVIL

So turning from that beaten road afide,
Through many a devious path at length he paced,
As that experienc’'d Palmer did him guide,
*Till to 4 mountain hoare they come at laft;
Whofe high-rais’d brows with filvan honours graced,
Majeftically frown’d upon the plain,
And over all an aweful horrour caft.

Seem’d as thofe villas gay it did difdain,
& 1 Which {pangled all the vale like Flora’s painted train,

ji LXVIIL
I The hill afcended ftrait, ere-while they came
i To a tall grove, whofe thick-embow’ring fhade,

Impervious to the fun’s meridian flame
Ev’n at mid-noon a dubious twilight made

m Oy ere, before.
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Like to that fober light, which difarray’d
Of all its gorgeous robe, with blunted beams,
Through windows dim with holy aéts pourtray’d,
Along fome cloifter’d abby faintly gleams,
Abftraéting the rapt thought from vain earth-mufing themes.
LXIX.
Beneath this high o’er-arching canopy
Of cluffring oaks, a filvan colonnade,
Aye lift'ning to the native melody
OF birds fiveet-echoing through the lonely fhade,
On to the centre of the grove they firay’d 5
Which, in a fpacious circle opening round,
Within it’s fhelt'fing arms {ecurely laid,
Difclos’d to fudden view a vale profound,
With Natute’s artlefs finiles and tranquil beautics crown’d.
LXX.
There, on the bafis of an ancient pile,
Whofe crofs furmounted fpire o’erlook’d the wood,
A venerable MaTrow they ere-while
Difcover’d have, befide a murm’ring flood
Reclining in right fad and penfive mood.
Retir'd within her own abftragted breaft,
She feem’d o'er varions woes by turns to brood 3
The which her changing chear by turns expreft,
Now glowing with difdain, with grief now » over-keft.

n Qwer-kef?, for over-caft.

C 4 LXXI. Her
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LXXI,
Her thus immers’d in anxious thought profound
When-as the Kuight perceiv’d, he nearer drew ;
To weet what bitter bale did her aftound,

And whence th’ occafion of her anguifh grew.
For that right noble Matrow well he knew ;
And many perils huge, and labours fore
Had for her fake endured; her vaffal true,
Train’d in her love, and praéticed evermore

Her honour to refpe, and reverence her lore.

LXXII,

O deareft drad! he cried, fair ifland queen !
Mother of heéroes! emprefs of the main!
‘What means that ftormy brow of troublous teen ?
o Sith heav’n-born Peace, with all her finiling train
Of {ciences and arts, adorns thy reign
With wealth and knowledge, fplendour and renown ?
Each port how throng’d ! how fruitful every plain !
How blithe the country ! and how gay the town !

While Liberty fecures and heightens every boon !

LXXIII,

Awaken’d from her trance of penfive woe
By thefe fuir flattering words, fhe rais’d her head ;
And berding on the KnteuT her frowning brow,
Mock’&t thou my forrows, Fairy’s Sen? fhe faid,

© §ith, fince,
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Or is thy judgment by thy heart mifled
To deem that certain, which thy hopes fuggeft ¢ |
To deem them full of life and ¢ luftihead,
Whofe cheeks in Hebde's vivid tints are dreft;
And with Fep’s carelefs mien, and dimpled fmiles impreft?
LXXIV.
Thy unfufpe@ing heart how nobly good
I know, how fanguine in thy country’s caufe !
And mark’'d thy virtue, fingle how it ftood
Th' affanlts of mighty CusTown, which o’er-awes
The faint and timorous mind, and oft withdraws
From Reafor’s lore th’ ambitious and the vain
By the fiveet lure of popular applaufe,
Againft their better knowledge, to maintain
The lawlefs throne of Fice, or Folly’s childifh reign.
LXXV.
How vaft his influence ! how wide his fiway !
Thy felf ere-while by proof didit underftand :
And faw’ft, as through his realms thou took’ft thy way,
How Fice and Folly had o’er-{pread the land.
And can’ft thou then, O Fairy’s Son, demand
The reafon of my woe? or hope to cafe
The throbbings of my heart with {peeches bland,
And words more apt my forrows to increafe,
The once-dear names of Wealth, and Liberty, and Peace?

P Luflibead, ftrong health, vigour,

LXXVI, Peace,
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LXXVL
Peace, Wealth, and Liberty, that nobleft boot,
Are blefings only to the 2w/ and good.
To weak and vicious minds their worth unknown
And thence abufed but ferve to furnith food
For riot and debauch, and fire the blood
With high-fpiced luxury ; whence firife, debate,
Ambition, envy, Faion’s vip’rous brood,
Contempt of order, manners profligate ;

The {ymptoms of a foul, difealed and bloated fate.

LXXVIL

Ev’n Wit and Genins, with their learned train
Of Arts and Mufes, though from heav’n above
Defcended, when their talents they prophane
To varnifh folly, kindle wanton love,
And aid excentrick fceptic Pride to rove
Beyond caleflial Trurh’s attradtive {phere,
This moral j3ftent’s central fun, aye prove
To their fond votaries a curfe fevere,

And only make mankind more obftinately err.

LXXVIIL

And ftand my fons herein from cenfure clear?

Have They confider’d well, and underftood

The ufe and import of thofe bleffings dear,

Which the great Lord of Naiure hath beftow’d
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As well to prove, as to reward the good ?
Whence are thefe torrents then, thefe Lillowy feas
Of vice, in which, asin his proper flood,
The fell leviathan licentious plays,
And upon fhip-wreck'd faith, and finking virtue preys ?
LXXIX.
To you, ye Noble, Opulent and Great!
With friendly voice I call, and honeft zeal !
Upon your vital influences wait
The health and ficknefs of the common-weal ;
The maladies you caufe, yourfelves muft heal.
In vain to the unthinking harden’d crowd
Will Truth and Reafon make their juft appeal 5
In vain will fecred Wifdom ery dloud ;
And Fuftice drench in vain her vengeful fword in blood.
LXXX.
With You muft reformation firft take place :
You are the head, the intelle&tual mind
Of this vaft body politick ; whofe bafe,
And vulgar limbs, to drudgery confign’d,
All the rich fores of Science have refign’d
To You, that by the craftfman’s various toil,
The fea-worh marinér, and fweating hind,
In peace and affluence maintain’d, the while
You, for yourfelves and them, may drefs the mental foil.

LXXXL Be:




LXXXT.
Bethink you then, my children, of the truft
In you repos’d: ne let your heav’n-born mind
Confume in pleafure, or una&ive ruft;
But nobly roufe you to the tatk aflign’d,
The godlike tafk to teach and mend mankind :
Learn that ye may inftruct : to virtue lead
Yourfelves'the way : the herd will crowd behind,
And gather precepts from each worthy deed :
Example is a leflon,. that all men can read,
LXXXII.
But if (to All or Moft I do not fpeak)
In vain and fenfual habits now grown old,
The ftrong Circazan charm you cannot break,
Nor re-affume at will your native 4 mould,
Yet envy not the ftate, you could not hold ;
And take compaflion on the rifing age:
In them redeem your errours manifold ;
And, by due difcipline and nurture {age,
In Virtue’s lore betimes your docile fons engage.
LXXXIII.
You chiefly, who like me in fecret mourn
The prevalence of CusTowm lewd and vain;
And you, who, though by the rude torrent horne
Unwillingly along you yield with pain

a9 Mowld, thape, form,
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T'o his behefts, and aét what you difdain,
Yet nourifh in your hearts the gen'rous love
f piety and truth, no more refirain
The manly zeal; but all your finews move
The prefent to reclaim, the fiuture race improve !
LXXXIV.
Eftfoons by your joint efforts {hall be quell’d
Yon haughty GianT, who fo proudly fways
A fceptre by repute alone upheld;
Who where he cannot diftate ftrait obeys.
Accuftom’d to conform his flattering phrafe
To numbers and high-plac’d authority,
Your party he will join, your maxims praife,
And drawing after all his menial fry,
Soon teach the general voice your.aét to ratify.
LXXXV.
Ne for th’.atchievement of this great emprize
The want of means or counfel may ye dread.
From my Twin-DaveaTers’ froitful wombs fhall rife
A race of letter’d fages, deeply read
In Learning’s various writ : by whom y-led
Through each well cultur’d plot, each beauteous grove,
Where antigue Wifdom whilom wont to tread,
‘With mingled glee and profit may ye rove,
And cull cach yirtuous plant, each tree of knowledge prove.

LXXXVI, Your-
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LXXXVL.
Yourfelves with virtue thus and knowledge fraught

Of what, in ancient days of good or great

Hiftorians, bards, philofophers have taught ;
Join’d with whatever elfe of modern date
Maturer judgment, fearch more accurate
Difcover’d have of Nature, Man, and God,
May by new laws reform the time-worn ftate
Of cell-bred difcipline, and {fmoothe the road
Thatleads through Learning’s vale to 15fdoms’s bright abode.
LXXXVII.
By you invited to her fecret bow’rs
Then fhall Pa&pia reafcend her throne
With vivid laurels girt and fragrant flow’rs ;
While from their forked mount defcending down
Yon fupercilious pedant train fhall own
Her empire paramount, ere long by Her
Y-taught a leflon in their fchools unknown,
¢ To Learning’s richelt treafures to prefer
The fnazvledge of the wvorld, and ma#’s great bufinefs there.
LXXXVIII.
On this prime fcience, as the final end
Of all her difcipline, and nurturing: care,
Her eye Ppia fixing aye fhall bend
Her every thought and effort to prepare

n
-
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Her tender pupils for the various war,
Which Fice and Folly fhall upon them wage,
As on the perilous march of life they fare
‘With prudent lore fore-arming every age
*Gainft Pleafure’s treacherous joys,and Pain’s embattled rage.
LXXXIX.
Then fhall my youthful fons, to Wifdom led
By fair example and ingenuous praife,
With willing feet the paths of Duty tread ;
Throuch the world’s intricate or rugged ways
Conduéted by Religion’s facred rays ;
Whofe foul-invigorating influence
Shall purge their minds from all impure allays
OFf fordid {elfithnefs and brutal {fenfe,
And fell th’ ennobled heart with bleft benevolence,
XC.
Then alfo thall this emblematick pile,
By magick whilom fram’d to fympathize
With all the fortunes of this changeful ifle,
Still, as my fons in fame and virtue rife,
Grow with their growth, and to th’ applauding fkies
Tt’s radiant crofs up-lift ; the while, to grace
The multiplying niches, frefh fupplies
Of aworthies thall fucceed, with equal pace
Aye following their fires in virtue’s glorious race.

XCI. Fird
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XCL
Fir'd with th’ idea of her future fame
She rofe majeftick from her lowly fted ;
While from her vivid eyes a fparkling flame
Out-beaming, with unwonted light o’erfpread

That monumental pile ; and as her head

To every front the turn’d, difcover’d round
The venerable forms of heroes dead 3
Who for their various merit erit renown’d,
In this bright fane of glory thrines of honour found,
XCII.
On thefe that royal dame her ravifh'd eyes
Would often feaft ; and ever as {he {py’d
Forth from the ground the length’ning firucture vife
With newb-plac’d flatues deck’d on every fide,
Her parent-breaft would fwell with gen’rous pride;

And now with her in that fequefter’d plain,

The Knright awhile conftraining to abide,

She to the Fairy Yourh with pleafure fain
Thofe fculptur’dchiefs did fhew, and their greatlives explain.¢

r Great lives explain.] 7 camuor forbear taking occafion

’ :
acknowledge
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flourithed in Great Britain and Iréland, from the earlieft
ages, down to the prefent time, appears to me, as far as
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it bhas hitherto gone, to be executed with great {pirit, dc-
caracy, ard judnment 5 and. deferves, in my-opinion, to be
g”fo[”ao'“‘{ by all, awbo bave at heart the honour of their
country, and that of their pm‘.’wu!w fmwf.fn (“rldfum[’: 2
and awho can any ways affiff the ingenious and laborious au-
thors, to render as perfelt as /Jqﬁ!:/r, a defign fo apparently
calculated to ferve the publicks by fetting in the trueft and
Jullefp light the charalers of perfons already generally,
z‘/-m;ﬂ/fr /Julm/)r too indiffinétly knowwn; and re i from ob-
frn ity and oblivion, examples q/"jiz‘z";frf‘¢' and retived me-
ity avhich, though /,_/F glaring and offentations than
former, are not, howewvery of a lefs extenfive or lefs  ben
cial influence.  To thofe, who may happen not to have feen
this iﬁf)t?/i.‘m‘;' qf‘ Britith g/ﬂi:)*, I cannot give a better idea
of it, than in the following lines of Virgil :

Hic manus ob patrian pugnands vulnera paffi ;
Quique facerdotes cafti, dum vita manebat ;
Quique pii wates & Phebo digna Tocuti ;
Luventas ant qui witam excoluere per artes ;
Quique /i memores alios fecere merends,
Virg, Zn, L. 6.

The End of the First CANTO.
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