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Verses to WiLLiAM SHENSTONE, Efqg;
On receiving a Gile Pocket-Book. 1751

By Mr. J]AG O.

’I‘ HE SE fpotlefs leaves, ‘this neat array
Might wve/l invite your charming quill,
In fair affemblage to difplay
‘The power of learning, wit, and fkill ;

But fince yox carelefsly refufe,
And to my pen the tafl aflign;
O! let your Genius guide my Maufe,
And every vulgar thought refine,

Teach me your beft, your beft-lov’d art,
With frugal care to ftore my mind ;
In this to play the mifer’s part,
And give mean lucre to the wind :

To {hun the coxcomb’s empty noife ;
To fcorn the villain’s artfal mafk ;
Nor truft gay pleafure’s flecting joys,
Nor urge ambition’s endlefs tafk:
' Teach



L7e
Meach me to ftem youth’s boifterous tide 5
To regulate its giddy rage;
By reafon’s aid, my barque to guide
Into the fiiendly port of age:
Ia/]

o fhare what clafic culture yields 3

Thro® #hetoric’s painted meads to roam ;

With you to reap hiftoric fields,
And bring the golden harveft bome.

To tafte the genuine fiveets of avif ;
To quaff in humoxr’s {prightly bowl;
The philofophic mean to hit,
And prize the dignity of foul.

Teach me to read fair Nature's book,
Wide-opening in each flowery plain’s
And with judicious eye to look
On all the glories of her reign.

T'o hail her feated on her throne §
By aweful woods encompafs’d round :
Or her divine extration own,
- 'Tho’ with a wreath of ruthes crown’d.

Thro’ arched walks, o’er {preading lawns,

Near folemn rocks, with Aer to rove :
Or court her, >mid her gentle fauns,

In mofly cell, or maple grove.
E 4
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