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A WINTER THOUGHT,.

By J. EARL,

I.
HE man whofe conflitution’s firong,
And free from vexing cares his mind,
As changing feafons pafs along
Can in them all frefh pleafures find.
3 1I.
Not only in the teeming bud,
The opening leaf, and following bloom,
(Urg’d by the fap’s afcending flood)
And fruit fair knitting in its room;
IIL.
Not only when the {fmiling fields
In all their-gaiety appear,
And the perfumes their bofoms yield
On balmy wings the zephyrs bear.
1V.
In morning fair, in evening mild,
The murm’ring braok, and cooling fhade,
Birds airy notes in conforts wild,
And Philomela’s ferenade.
Ve
Not only in the waving ear,
And branches bending with their load,
Or whilft the preduce of the year

Is gathering, and in fafety ftow'd.
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VI.

He pleas’d, in days autumnal fees

‘The {hadowy leaf diverfify’d

With various colours, and the trees

Stripp’d, and ftand forth in naked pride.

VI,

Each hollow blaft, and hafty fhow’r,

The rattling hail, and ﬂcecy {now,

The candy’d rime, and featter’d hoar,

And icicles which downward grow.

VIIIL.
The fhining pavement of the flood,
To which the youthful tribes refort,
And game, which the difcoverd wood
Expofes to the fowler’s fport.

IX.
The greens, which wintry blafts defy,
Thro’ native [}rength, or human care,
In hedge, or clofe arrangery,
All thefe a fource of pleafure are.

X.
The fun which from the northern figns
Scorch’d with unfufferable heat,
Now in a milder glory fhines,
And every glancing ray is fiveet,

XI.
The filver morn, and ea
Forth to the beft advantage fhine,
And by thericheft feene prepare
For noble thoughts ti’ enlarged mind,

ch fair flar
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XIIL
He, when the mornings flowelt rife,
Can {weetly pals the nights away
In lucubration with the wife,
Or converfation with the gay.
XITT.
And when the winter tedious grows,
And length'ning days cold ftronger bring,
A new increafing pleafure flows,
From expe(tation of the {pring.
XIV.
So he whefe faculties are found,
His heart upright and confcience clean,
Agrecably can pafs his round
Of life, in ev’ry {hifting {cene,
XV.
Not only in his youthful prime,
And whilft his pow’rs continue firm,
But when he feels th’ effect of time,
And age prepares him for the worm.
XVI.
Grateful for every blefling paft,
Patient in every prefent ill 5
And on whatever ground he’s plac’d,
Hope does with pleafing profpets fill ;

XVII.
And faith in heav’n’s enchanting love

(From whence that Sun will foon appear
Whofe fmiles make endlefs fpring above)
Dogs all his damps, and darknefs clear.
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