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For thee, fuftain thie cruel fhock

Of cauftic Franks, and cicatrizing Rock :
Happy ! if Hermes’ timely care,

The fearching deity of here and there,

Can foften the venereal doom,

And keep awhile pale beauty from the tomb.
But languid ! lifelefs! cold, and bare,

Gone ev'ry tooth, and fallen ev’ry hair,

A prey to grief, remorfe, difeafe,
Ah ! Paphian Venus, faichlefs as the feas!
Fir'd by thy fpells, and magic charms,

We guiltlefs virgins glow’d at foft alarms
Embark’d with youth, and airy {miles,

The graces, playful loves, and wanton wiles 3
On pleaﬁu'é’s wave we loos’d the fails,

Alas ! too credulous of flatt’ring gales;
Forlo! the heav'ns with clouds are fpread,
The graces, loves, with youth are fled,
And leave the fhip, an eafly prize,
Unrigg’d and leaky to th’ inclement fkies.
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An EPIGR A M,

By the fame.

I Dropt a thing in verfe; without a name ;
I felt no cenfure, and I gain’d no fame :
The public faw the baftard in the cradle,
But ne’er enquir'd; fo left it to the beadle.
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