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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

SSE C'T 1IDN  VIH
Of the Reign of Keidar the Brahmin.

B '-r.: Chritt ‘V HE N Keidar the Brahmin had clafpt the bride of royalty in

gL his arms *, 'being a man of learning and genius, he became
Bralimin, fuc-
ceeds to :Em

throne, Chafero} on his thoulders, he was conftrained, by way of tribute,

a great King; but carrying the trappings of ‘Kei Caous and Kei

to {fend them annual gifts, This prince laid the foundation of the
caftle of Killinger, upon a high rock, about thirty crores fouth from
Allahabad, and lived to fee it compleatly finithed. In the latter end
of his reign, one Shinkol, a native of Kinnoge, having ftrengthened
himfelf, took pofleflion of Bang § and Behar, where he had been
governor ; and leading a great army againft Keidar, aftermany battles

Defeated and had ‘been fought' with various fuccefs, the fortune of Shinkol at
dethroned 1.5_\-'
Shinkol,

length prevailed. . The rcign of Keidar was nincteen years.

5 E. Gd i d-0uNn 3,

Of the Reign of Shinkol and of his Son and Succeflor
Rhoat.

Before Chrit E“}T\& H E N Shinkol had afcended the throne, he exerted himfelf
' ¥ in the military art, and affe@ed great magnificence. The

e city of Lucknouti, which 1s famous by the name of Goura, he re-

throne.

built and beautified, with many noble ftructures : That city 1s faid
to have been the capital of Bang for the {fpace of two thoufand

® A metaphorical expreflion for the empire.
+ Kei-Caousand Kei-Chufero were Kings af Perfia.

+ The province of Bengal.
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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

years, and was not deftroyed till after the conqueft of Timur, when

Tanda became the feat of government in thofe parts.

Shinkol kept up a force of four thoufand elephants of war, a hun- His great
dred thoufand horfe, and four hundred thoufand foot. When, there-""""
fore, Afrafiab ¥, King of Iran, demanded his tribute, Shinkol, con-
fiding in his own- f{trength, refufed to make any acknowledgment, Refu'es to pay
but turned away the Perfian ambaflfador with difgrace. Afrafiab Pertls, 2
being enraged at this treatment, one of his generals, whofe name was
Peiran, was commanded to march againft Shinkol with fifty thou-
fand chofen troops. When intelligence of this invafion came to
Shinkol, he exalted the fpear of defiance, and raifing a great army,

marched forth to meet him.

The two armies came in fight of each other near the hills of Koge,
which are in the country of Koracut, on the frontiers of Bengala.
The battle foon begun, and it lafted two days and two nights, with-
out victory declaring on either fide. The Turks 4, doing juftice to
their former fame, had by this time laid fifty thoufand of the Hindoos
upon the field ; yet, on account of the number of the enemy, the
harvelt feemed not to decreafe before them: In the mean time,
eighteen thoufand of the fmaller army being flain, a weaknefs appeared
diftin&ly on the face of their affairs. However, urged as they were,
they made a third attempt, and finding themfelves overcome, they
fought as they retreated to the mountains; there they took poffelfion Defeats the
of a ftrong poil, from which it was impofiible to drive them :

From this poft, they continued with fmall parties, to harrals the
neighbouring’ country, and in the mean time, difps.tchcd letters to

Perlians.

Afrafiab, giving him an account of their fituation.

* Afrafiab was a common title of the Kings of Perfia of the Tartar race.

+ The word Turk fignifies no more than a {oldier in the Perfian language, fo that
all their troops went by that name ; Turks in this place muft be underftood of thofe
whom we call Tartars.
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20 THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

Afrafiab was at that time in the city of Gingdis,” which is fitu-
uted between Chitta and Chin, and about a month’s journey beyond
the city-of Balich. When he received intellizence of the fituation of
Peiran, he haftened to his relief with'a hondred thoufand: horfe,
and came juft in time to fave him from deftru¢tion’; for Shinkol had
fo clofely invefted him with a numerous ariny, that in'a few days more
he muft have perifthed with famine, or fubmitted himfelf to the
mercy of an enraged enemy. Afrafiab without delay affaulted Shin=
kol; the terrified Hindoos, unable to fland the combat, were dif-
perled like {traw before the ftorm, leaving their wealth and equipage
behind, When Peiran was relieved from his diftrefs, Afrafiab pur=

i'_jll‘ e fued the enemy, and put thoufands of them to the (word, Shinkol
rafiub, and himfelf haftened to Bang, and came to the city of Lucknouti, but

Hindoflan ra-

vaged, being clofely purfued by Afrafiab, he tarried there only one day,

and then fled to the mountains of Turhat. The Turks ravaged the

whole kingdom with fire and f{word.

Afrafiab haviag received intelligence of Shinkol, he directed his
march towards him. Shinkol immediately fent {fome of the wife men of
his court to beg peace and forgivenefs for his errors, foliciting that'he
might have the honour to kifs the foot of the lord of nations. Afrafiab

Submits and yiclded to his intreaties, and Shinkol, with a {fword and a coffin, was

15 CaITie

beia " brought into his prefence. It was agreed between the kings that
Shinkol fhould accompany Afrafiab to Turan, and that his fon
thould have the empire reftored to him upon condition of paying an
annual tribute. Thus Shinkol continued to attend Afrafiab, who
returned to his own dominions, till in one of the battles with Rul-

tum * he was flain by that hero’s {word.

Refore Chrit  Shinkol is faid to have reigned fixty-four years. His fon Rhoat,
66+, = ¥ 2 . . -
Rhoat a good Who fucceeded him in the throne, was a wife, religious and affable

pronce,
* Ruftom feems to be a name common to all the Lings of Sielian;

prince,
2
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