Landesbibliothek Oldenburg

Digitalisierung von Drucken

The History Of Hindostan; From The Earliest Account Of
Time, To The Death Of Akbar; Translated From The
Persian Of Mahummud Casim Ferishta Of Delhi

Together With A Dissertation Concerning the Religion and Philosophy of
the Brahmins ; With An Appendix, Containing the History of the Mogul
Empire, from its Decline in the Reign of Mahummud Shaw, to the present
Times ; In Two Volumes

Ferishta, Mahummud Casim

London, 1768

Section III. The Reign of Amir Ismaiel ben Nasir ul dien Subuctagi.
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997 ftand for ever, to be imitated but never to be equalled by pofterity.

il " The ¢ great poet Nizami makes upon this faying the following reflec-

(R ! tion. Of all the magnificent palaces which we arc told Sultan Ma-

mood built, we now find not one ftone upon another ; but t]'n‘: edifice
e

of his f';.{'-.i-c, as he was told by his father, ftill triumphs over time,

. s
and feems eftablithed on a lafting foundation.

S B G T .O-N. 1.
The Reign of Amir Ifmaiel ben Nafir ul dien Subudtagi.

' : A. D. gg7. UBUCTAGI dying fuddenly, and his eldeft fon, Sultan Ma-
' \t mood, being at Nefhapoor, which was a confiderable diftance
from the place of the King’s deceafe, Amir Ifmaiel prevailed with

Iatl.. : his father, in his laft moments, to appoint him to fucceed till the
e T return of his brother. The reafon affigned for this demand, was to
' prevent other ufurpations, which were then feared in the government.
Ifmaiel therefore, immediately upon the demife of his father, was
Il crowned with great folemnity at Balich. To gain popularity,
Iimaiel opened the treafury and diftributed the greateft part of his
ol father’s wealth in prefents to the nobility, and in expenfive thews
and entertainments to the people. He alfo augmented the pay of the
i tropps, and rewarded {mall fervices with the hand of prodigality.

This policy being overacted had not the defired effe®. The nobi-
lity perceiving that all this generofity proceeded from the fear of his
brother, ungeneroully increafed their demands, while the troops
puffed up with pride by his indulgences, begun to be mutinous, ‘dif-
orderly and debauched. 9

When



THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN,

When intelligence was bronght to Mamood of the death of his
father, and the acceffion of his younger brother, he wrote to
Ifmaiel by the hand of Abul Haffen. In this letter he faid thus, That

fince the death of his royal father, he held none upon earth fo dear ¢

as his beloved brother Amir Ifmaiel, whom he would oblige to the
full extent of his power, DBut that the art of government required
years, experience, wifdom and knowledge, in the affuirs of flate,
which Ifimaiel could not pofiibly pretend to pofics, though Subuc-
tagi had appointed him to fucceed to the throne in the abfence o
Mamood, He therefore advifed Ifmael ferioufly to confider the mat
ter, to diftinguith propriety from impropricty, and to give up his
title to government without further difpute, which svould reftore
him to the love and generofity of Mamood; for that it was his ori-
ginal intention to confer upon Ifmaiel the governments of Balich
and Chorafian.

Amir Ifmaiel thut his ears againft all the propofals of his brother,
and prepared for his own fecurity, turning the edge of the fword of
enmity againft him.  Sultan Mamood faw no remedy but in
war, and attaching his uncle Bujeric, and his brother Nifir fo
his intereft, advanced with his ftandards towards Ghizni, while
Amir Ifmaiel haftened alfo from Balich to oppofe him. When the
two armies approached towards one another, Sultan Mamood took
great pains to avoid coming to extremities, and in vain tried to recon-
cile matters in an amicable manner. He was therefore forced to
form his troops in order of battle, while Amir Ifimaiel alfo extended
the lines of war, which he fupported by a chain of elephants. Both
armies unfheathing their fteel, commenced fuch a flaughter that the
{words wept blood. Sultan Mamood at length charged the center of
the.enemy with fuch fury that they trembled as with an earthquake,
and turned their faces to flight, taking refugein the citadel of Ghizni.
Thither the conqueror purfued them, and immediately invefled the

H 2 place.
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