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The Hiltory of the Reign of Sultan Mamoced, from the

Year. 403 to his Death in the Year 419.

_[-l' N the 4o03d year of the Higerah, the g neral of Arfilla Hajib, a. D. 1012.

y Higer. 403

L povernor of Herat, cnl]qu:rcd the country of Girgiftan, and
brought Shar ul Nifier, ruler of that province, prifoner to Ghizni,
Sultan Mamood at this time wrote to Calipha Abafii al Kadir Billa, Z'I\'ﬂn,f-"ff'h.-.
that the greateft part of the kingdom of Choraflan was under his L”|b| b
jurifdition, and that he hoped he would order his governors to give
up the remainder. The Caliph, fearing his great power which

might fall upon his other dominions, confented to this demand.

The Sultan, in the year 404, drew his army againft the fort of Hi: feventh
Nindoona, which is fituated upon the mountains of Belnat, and was f\i:f[';jm
in the pofleflion of the Raja of Lahore. Annindpal by this time was
dead, and his fon had acceded to his government. When Pitterugepal;
for that was the new Raja’s name, faw that he could not fland againft
the Sultan in the field, he drew off his army towards Cafhmire,
leaving a good garrifon for the defence of the place. The Sultan
immediately invefted it, and with mining. and other arts of attack,
affiduoufly employed himfelf; fo that in a few weeks the governor
feeing his walls in ruins was under the neceffity of begging to.capi-
tulate. The Sultan granted his-requeft, took every thing of value
out of the place, appointed a gavernor, and fet out without delay for
Cafhmire, upon which Pitterugepal abandoned that province and
fled to the hills. The Sultan plundered the ‘country, in which he
found great wealth, and having forced the inhabitants to acknowledge
the prophet,, returned with the fpoil to his capital.

Mamood,.-
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Mamood, in the year 406, returned with an army to Cathmire,
to punith the revolted chiefs, and to befiege fome forts which he
had not redu-ed in his former expedition. The firft of thofe forts
was Lokote, very famous for its heighth and ftrength, which entirely
defeated the Sultan’s utmoft efforts ; for not being able to reduce it, all
the fummer feafon, he was obliged, on the approach of winter, to
abandon his enterprize, and return to Ghizni. On his way home he
was led aftray by his guides, and fell into an extenfive morafs
coveredwith water, from which he, for feveral days, could not extricate
his army, {o that many of his troops perithed upon that occafion.

Abul Abas Mamoo, in the courfe of the {ame year, wrote to Sul-
tan-Mamood,. to afk his fifter in marriage. Mamood confented to
the match, and fent her to Charizm according to his defire. In
the year 407, a tribe of plunderers rifing againft Abul Abas Cha-
rizen Shaw, and defeating him, he fell into their hands, and was
put todeath. Sultan Mamood having had advice of this difafter,
marched to Balich, and from thence to Charizm, and, when he
arrived at Hiflerbund, on the frontiers of that cou intry, he ordered
Mahummud Tai to advance before him with a det. chment, When
the Muflulmen were at prayers in their camp, Himar Tafh, the
general of the Charizmians, ruthed upon this detachment from a
neighbouring wood, and making a great flaughter, put them to
flight. The Sultan having received m[c]imr"ua of this affair, fup-
ported them with feveral fquadrons of his beft horfe, The runaways

deriving courage from this reinforcement, utumcd to the charge,
routed the enemy, and took their chief prifoner, whom they carried

before the King.

Mamood advancing to the fort of Hazar Afp, pmun ev‘l the troops
of Charizm prepared to receive him in the field before it - : But t!‘.ev
were foon defeated, their general, Abiftagi Bochari, a]{.t:n ];‘r["“{;ng_']-'
and the murderer of Abul Abas met the juft vengeance due to his

1 (‘E'lﬂlL‘.




erime, The Sultan fpent fome time in regulating the govcrmncnt,_-l'_ﬂﬁ-r 'ﬂﬁlf
which he beftowed wpon Amir Hajib, with the title of Charizm P hins
Shaw : He annexed alfo to his government the province of Orgunge.
Returning to Balich, Mamood gave the government of Herat, to
his fon Amir Mufaocod, appointing Aba Sul his vizier, and the govern-
ment of Gurgan he conferred upon his younger fon Amir Mahum-
mud, under the care of Abu Bicker, After the final f{ettlement of
b

the affairs of Charizm, the Ghiznian army were cantoned, for the
at |

winter, Balich.

In the beginning of the year 409, as foon as the fun began to Mamood's
awake the children of the (pring, Sultan Mamood, with a hundred dT.InI::E.
thoufand chofen horfe, and thirty thoufand foot, raifed in the ™
countries of JTurkiftan, Maverulnere, Chorraflan, and the adjacent
provinces, undertook an expedition againft*Kinnoge, which, from
the time of Guftalp to this period, had not been vifited by any
foreign enemy. Kinnoge was diftant from Ghizni three months
march, and feven great rivers ruthed acrofs. the way. When Ma-
moeod reached the confines of Cafhmire, the Raja fent him prefents
of every thing curious and valuable in his country, and waited to
have the honour of exprefling his loyalty. When the Sultan, with
much difficulty, had conduéted his army through the mountains, he
entered the plains of Hindoflan, drove all oppofition before him,
and advanced to Kinnoge -

He there faw a city which raifed its. head to the firmament, and Thegreat citp
which, in ftrength and fteucture, might jultlly boaft to have no ?ﬁﬁii!‘:
equal. The Raja of this rich city, whofe mame was Korrah, and
who affeted great pomp and fplendor, being thus unexpectedly in-
vaded, had not had time to put himfelf in a pofture of defence, or to
collet his troops together. 'Terrified by the great force, and war-
like appearance of the Sultan, he, in his embarrafiment, refolved to

t Mamood’s route lay through: the mountains: behind Cahmire ; and he mult bave
entered Hindoltan by the way of Tibet.

{ug
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D a . [ . W
! . 4. D, "_;" fue for peace, and accordingly went out, with his family, to the
sl 1 o 400, =
camp, where he fubmitted himfelf to the mercy of the King, Some
authors relate, thathe even turned Muflulman, or true believer,
Mamood ad- The Sultan tarried in Kinnoge only three nights, and then turned
vances (o- I3 : = foh o S
wards Merat; s face towards Merat, the Raja of which place; by name Hirdit, re-
which Le : g . I sk 4 £
tnkia. treated with his army, leaving.only a garrifon, which was r_;!:ilgfﬂd
to (.‘:‘.Pil’LlL'lILZ in a few days. The terms were two hundred and
fifty thouland rupees, and fifty elephants, to be paid b}! the R:ljal,
befides the plunder of the city.  The Sultan marched from thence to
inveft the fort of Mavin, upon the banks of the river Gihon, now
called the Jumna. The Raja of Mavin coming forth to make his
fubmiflion, at the head of his troops, a quarrel accidentally enfued
between fome foldiers, and immediately the action became general,
Calchunder the Raja, and moft of his troops, being driven into the
g river, he drew his {word againft his own wife and children, and
having e‘iiiém[c]md them, turned it in dt‘;['pﬁl'r upon himlelf, The
fort immediately furrendered, where the conqueror found much trea-
bl fure and rich {poil, among which were feventy elephants of war.

fel1 When Mamood had here refrefhed his troops, he was given to
underftand, that, at fome diflance, there was a rich city, called

Muttra, * confecrated to Kiflen Bafdeo, which in buildings and

Marches
| [1:;’;]‘:‘[:” extent j,-'it:l:]'cd to none in Hindoftan. The Sultan directed his maich
i - g {5 towards the place, and entering it, with \"C'!':-.-' little oppulltiu'n from
' “}-rlr { the troops of the Rajaof Delhi, to whom it belonged, gave it up to
I plunder. He broke down or burnt all the idols, and amalfied an
v I Great fpoil immenfe quantity ‘of gold and filver, of which thofe figures were
fiphe :ﬂ.:'_'-'dm U moftly made.  He intended to deftroy the temples, but he found
Al that the labour exceeded his capacity ; while fome fay that he was

# Mutera ftands upon the Jumna 36 miles above Agra, and is (lill a very confider-

- able city.
] turnel
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turned from his purpofe, by the admirable beauty and ftructure c:Fi‘l-_ D. 1018.
™ - - 5 . R l_._p'_'r. 4“.'-..

thofe edifices. He, it is certain, extravagantly extolled the noble

beauty of the buildings and city, in a letter to the Omrahs of Ghiz-

ni, after this conquett.

It is faid that the Sultan found in Muttra five great idols of pure

£

gold, with eyes of rubies, each of which eyes were worth fifty thou-
fand dinars. Upon. another idol, he found a fapphire, weighing
four hundred mifkal ; and the image being melted down, produced
ninety-eight thoufand three hundred mifkal of pure gold. Befides
thefe, there were above a hundred idols of filver, which loaded 2
hundred camels with bullion. The Sultan, having tarried here
twenty days, in which time the city {uffered greatly from fire, befides
what it {uffered from the hand of ravage and defolation, he marched
againft the other fortified places in thefe diftricts, fome of which he
took himfelf, while others fell into the hands of his chiefs.

One of thofe forts called Munge, held out twenty-five days, being Mungetaken,

full of Rajaputs ; but when they found the place no longer tenable,
fome rufhed through the breaches among the enemy and met that
death which they no longer endeavoured to avoid, Some threw
themfelves headlong from the walls, and were dathed to pieces,
while others burnt themifelves in their houfes, with their wives and
children ; fo that not one of the garrifon furvived this fatal cata-

ftrophe.

The Sultan having fecured what was valuable, inveflted the fort of
Chundpal. But Chundpal, for that alfo was the Raja’s name, had
{ent off all his treafure to the mountains, and at the approach of the
King, evacuated the place. There however ftill remained much

fooil and provifons which the Sultan divided among his troops.
i i =] I

NMon, 1. I Mamood
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Mamood immediately march’'d againt a proud and imperious

Raja, whofe name was Jundroy. This Raja, after fome {kirmithes,

finding himfelf unable to cc pe with the Kis

lent oI s trealure,

and other valuable effecs, and fled alio to the mountains,
1

had an elephant of a moft uncommon fize, fuch as had never before

imndrow
Jundroy

1 b . : T A i = -
been {een in Hindoftan ; nor was he more remarkable for his enor-

mous bulk, than for his docility and courase.

The Sultan Im'fin_:;

heard much of this elep

hant, {ent to the Raja, offering him advan-

FAireniic term e i L
EWECOUSs LErms Of pcace, and
o i

great fum of money for this animak
But the obftinacy of Jundroy would never liften to any terms with
the Muflulmen, fo that Mamood, with regret, wasobliged to defift.

La

The elephant however happened one night to break loofe from his
keepers, and went into the Sultan’s camp, where he permitted him-
felf to be mounted and brought before the King, who received him

with great joy, and.named him, The gift of God.

The Sultan, loaded with fpoil, and encumbered with captives,
returned to Ghizni ; where he enumerated the articles of his plunder,
It confifted of twenty million of dirms, fifty-three thoufand captives,

three hundred and fifty elephants, befides jewels, pearls,

and ‘pre-
cious effects, which could not be properly eftimated. Nor was the
private fpoil of the army lefs than that which came into the public

reafury.

The Sultan upon his return to Ghizni, ordered a magnificent
mofque to be built of marble and granate, of {uch beauty and ftruc-
ture, as flruck every beholder with aftonifhment and pleafure.  This
mofque he afterwards adorned with fuch beautiful carpets, chande-
liers, and other ornaments of filver and gold, that it became known
by the name of the Celeftial bride. In the neighbourhood of this
mofque he founded an univerfity, which he furnithed with a vaft col-

lection of curious books, in various languages, and with natural and

artificial

5
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irtificial curiofities. He appropriate
tenance of the ftudents, and learned men who were ;!}"}ﬁ::ir]lca‘; to

inftruct the wouth in the fciences.

When the nobility of Ghi

1 . 1 Sy AN RO
to run upon ar -chitecture, they allo endeavoured to outvie each other, yign:,

.1

in the magnificence of their private palaces, as well gs in public
buildings, which they raifed for the embellithment of the city.
Thus in a fhort fpace of time the capital was ornamented, with
mofques, porches, fountains, refervoirs, aqueducts and cifterns, in

a degree {uperior to any city at that time in the eaft. Some authors

firm, that among the curiofities which the Sultan poflefied, there
was a bird, of the fize of a cuckoo, which was pofleffed of this pac-
ticular inftiné or quality, that whenever poifon was brought, how-
ever fecretly, into the apartment in which he hung, he was affected
with the fmell in fuch a manner, as to fly diftractedly about his cage,
while the tears ftreamed involuntarily from his eyes. =~ This bird,
with other curiofities, was fent as a prefent to the Caliph of Bagdat,
Al Kadir Billa Abafli. We, however, believe, that this flory rofe
from the policy of Mamood, and the credulity of mankind, rather
than that it had aually any foundation in truth. Other authors
mention a ftone which he brought from Hindoftan, as a great curiofity.
This flone being dipped in water, and applied to a wound, proved a

powerful and efficacious remedy.

be made out, which he fent to the Caliph, who ordered it to be ¢

read to the people of Bagdat, making a great feftival upon the occa-
fion, to exprefs his joy for the propagation of the faith, whicl
now begun to be {pread over almoft the whole face of the earth.

% This was an account of Mamood’s wars in verle.

L 2

i faw that the tafte of their King began!

d a fufiicient fund for the main- 2. D, 1018

The Sultan, in the year 410, ordered a writing of victories ® top Mamood
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i : A.D.ce2t. In the year 412 Mamood was prefented with a petition from his
' T fubjedts, fetting forth, thatfome tribes of the wild Arabs had, for
many years, fhut up the roads to Mecca, fo that, for fear of them,
and on account of the weaknefs of the Caliph, who neglefted to ex-
pel them, they had not been able to pay their devotions at the f(hrine

of the prophet. The Sultan immediately appointed Abu Mahum-

mud, his chief juftice, with a confiderable force, to protect the

caflila. 4- But left the enemy fhould be too ftrong for him, he fent
Lt ¢ thirty thoufand dirms, to procure a fafe journey to the pilgrims.

Accordingly many thoufands of all degrees prepared to go to Mecca.

""t-m]ﬁf] When they had wound up their way, as far as the defart of Ach-

T gl A - ! % . —
4 tid, they beheld a great camp of Arabs, pitched in their way. The
Pt banditti drew up in order to receive them. Abu Mahummud being
P g
{ m T defirous of treating with the Arabs, fent a meflage to their chief,

i | = ]

. L offering him five thoufand dirms, The chief, inftead of accepting
Bl i the propofal, refented itfo much, that, without delay, he advanced

W Ay Who defeat  With intention to rob the Cafiila. Abu Mahummud, in the mean
.11 II E I _“I'xl 75 time, drew out his troops to receive the robbers, when furtunat&:]:,;,
in the very beginning of the action, a Turkifh flave, in the Cafiila,
it | who was mafter of the art of archery, lodged an arrow in the brain
| of Himad ben Ali, the chief of the Arabs. The banditti immedi-
ately vpon the fall of their chief, turned their face to flight ; and

iy the Caffila, without further difturbance, proceeded to Mecca; and

' |l[ having paid their devotions, returned by the fame- way, and arrived

[ T fafe at Ghizni.
| :
il Mamood's  The Sultan received, this year, advices from Hindoftan, that the
| von ino 1n meighbouring Raja's had, in his abfence, fallen upon Korrah, the
i i Raja of Kinnoge, for having entered into an alliance, and for putting

himfelf under the protetion of the Sultan, Mamood immediately

&
) [E | "V e yrm x F Pilors
B { The Caravan of I'iigrims.

fg? 6 rarched
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marched to the aid of his vaflal ; but before he could arrive, Raja A.D. ezt i
s i . = ©  Higer. 412 :
Nunda of Callinger, had drawn his army upen Kinnoge, and had
flain Raja Kurrah with a great many of his principal warriors. The i
Sultan arriving at the river Jumna, encamped on the bank oppofite 1
al g
to the enemy. i \
& |‘ l
i
: 1
Seven officers in his army, without orders, {wam acrofs the river, 1{__' ats the i
Tindoos

\d entering the Lm,m} camp in the morning by furprize, f Yrack
1'11 ch a pannick in their troops, that they all betook themielves to
fli

rd

ht. The King, notwithftanding their fuccefs, was grea atly en-

03]

ged, but p:—u-lmrr with the remainder of his army, he immediately

commenced the purioit.

Q

].1-. Comes upr

When Nunda came to the frontiers of his own dominions, :
:=_J':

halted with hisarmy, and prepared to receive the Sultan with thirty fix Nunda,

thoufand horfe, forty five thoufand foot, and fix hundred and fifty Ele- i
phants. The Sultan, after having reconnoitred -the ftrength of the

enemy and their fitnation, from a rifing ground, proftrated himfelf
before God, and pr:‘v d that the ftandard of Iflamifm rmf!m: be ex« |'
alted with glory and triumph. The day being far advanced, he '

determined to wait for the morning, which in the event, difap-

d ambition, for Nunda du:;=.mp'ci in the night who decam;
B e :

pointed his hopes an
with the utmoft diforder; leaving his tents, cquipage and baggage 3 wilb i

behind him.

The Sultan, having next mofning reconnoitred th he woods-and hol-
low "I'GLI"Ldti around, ordered his army to m.’nc_h into the enemy's
camp, and to lengthen their hands upon the {poil, which proved to
be very confiderable, befides five hundred and eighty Llephants
which were found in the neighbouring wood. He then laid walte,
with fire and fword, the country, and returned to Ghizni without
p:uibcui_ing the war any further.

He
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A. D. 1022 He had not remained there many days, before he heard that the
I ex- inhabitants of Kiberat and Nardein, countries upon the boundari

1 i i

of Hindoftan, wonld not acknowledge the Muffulman faith, but

continucd the worfhip of Lions 4% Mamood refolved to compel

i 1 1 1 = i =
them, and accordingly marched towards their country, taking with

him a :‘:T'Eﬂt number ﬂll'q ['.'-.L][;JI':S’ Q;‘,['PQ:}LH:-HJ i_llj-l"l}]'\. and labour-
Lar ha hemd e [ .1',].{ A ferf s S PR ey T (it R
ers, tnat he mught there bulld a fort, to overawe them after 'his

which he re= The Lord of the country of Kiberat, finding he could not pre
% tend to oppofe the Sultan, fubmitted himfelf, acknowledging the

faith of the Prophet. Hajib Ali was fent with a divifion of the

army, to reduce the country of Nardein, which he foon accom-

plithed, pillaging the country, and carrying away many of the peo-

pie L."i’.[‘lh‘.-'L'S.

There was a. temple in Nardein which Hajib deftroyed, and
brought from thence a ftone, upon which there was a curious infcrip-

tion, which bore that it was forty thoufand years old.

Mamood's The Sultan ordered a fort to be built in that place, and left it under

tion to India. the care of Ali Ben Kudur. He himflf, in the mean time, return’d
by the way of Lahore, and in his march invefted the ftrong hold of
Locoat, in the province of Cafthmire. He befieged the place for
a whole month, but finding it impregnable, he decamped,

JLI"L‘:JL re- and proceeding to Lahore, entered that city without much oppo-

S fition, giving it up to be fack’d by his troops. Here wealth,
and precious effets, beyond the power of eftimation, fell into their
hands.

f The Divinity is worfhipped nunder the figare of a Lion by fome of the Hindoos:
That animal being, in their opinion, a proper emblem of almighty power and firength.

Pattu-
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Patturupepal, the Raja, unable to contend with fo powerful an 2.
T - L
adverfary, fled to Ajmere for protection ; and the Sultan immedi-

ately appointed one of his Omrahs to the government of Lahore, and
fnt other commanders to various diftricts in the territories of Hin-
doftan, Mamood himfelf returned in the fpring to Ghizni.

T'he martial difpofition of Mamood could not reft long in pgace

TY

He marched again by the way ﬂfl..ﬂ]?{}rc in the 414th year of the

l'iig-:n-.h, againft Nunda the Raja of Callinger, with a great army.
Pafling by the fort of Gualier, he o'ucrmi it to be befieged; but
the Raja of that province prevailed upon him to remove from
before that place in a few days, by the means of rich prefents and

thirty five Elephants : The Sultan immediately direGted his march

to Callinger, invefted that city, and Nunda offered him three Nut

i3,

Bhundred Elephants and other prefents for peace.

The Sultan confented to the terms propofed ; and the Raja, to try
the bravery of the Sultan’s troops, intoxicated the Elephants with
certain drugs, and let them loofe w ithout riders into the camp;
Mamood feeing the animals advancing, percetved the trick, by the
wildnefs of their miotions, and immediately ordered a 1';1;'t:cul" his
belt horfe to feize, kill, and drive them from the camp: Some of
the Turks, emulous to difplay their bravery in the prefence of their
King, and. of both armies, mounted the greateft part of the Ele-

phants, and drove the reft into an adjacent wood, where they were

foon reduced to obedience.

The enemy, upon feeir ”; the refolution of the Ghiznians, were

much intimidated, and Nunda taking advantage of one of the foibles y;

wda fob-

of Mamood, fent to him a panegyrick, in the Indian tongue. The =y

King was much pleafed w ith this elegant picce of flattery; for the

poetry was much admired by the learned men of Hind, Arab, and
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f"&gim who wereat his court. 'To make return for this compliment,
the Sultan cnnl'“":Lu the government of fifteen forts upon Nunda,
with many other curious prclc:ih ; but the peace was 11[1:1(:11)111}-
].M-I(;_,-‘{ by means of many valuable prefents in jewels and gold,

the part of Nunda. Mam od immediately return'd to Ghizni.

The Sultan, in the year 415, mu iftered all his forces. He found
them, exclufive of his garrifons, and thofe upon duty in various
parts of his dominions, to confift of fifty five thoufand chofen horfe,
one thoufand threc hundred Elephants, and one hundred thoufand

ifantry.  With this force, excepting a part of the infantry, which
he left at Ghizni, he marched to Balich to expel Ali Tiggi from the
government of Maveralnere for ”[._,l_,wl‘l"m:-.- the people, who com-
plained of his tyranny to the King. . When the chiefs of Maverul-
nere heard that the King had crofs’d the Jagetay, they came with
prefents to meet him ; Eufuph Kudir Chan, King of Turkiftan, paid
him, at the {fame time, the compii:ncnt of a vifit, and was received
with joy and friendfhip. The Sultan prepared a great feaflt upon
the occafion; and after having concluded a treaty, the Monarchs took
leave of each other, making an exchange of princely prefents.

Ali Tiggi, {eizing this opportunity, betook himfelf to flight. But

[l iy

the Sultan fending a party of horfe after him, he was after a long
fearch, difcovered and bmurr 1t to the King, who confined him for life

in one of the forts of Hindoftan ; while he himfelf returned to Ghizni.

Mamood underftood in the fame year, that there was a famous
temple called Sumnat, in the province of Guzerat, near the Bunder #*
of Deo, very rich and greatly frequented by devotees from all parts
of Hindoftan. Thefe infidels believe that fouls, after death,
went before Sumnat, who transferred them into other bodies or ani-

» Bunder fignifies a harbour : This place is now called Diey, and is in the poffel-

{ion of the Pormguele.

mals,
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mals, according to their merits in their former {tate. The Sultan
was alfo informed that the priefts of this God gave out, that the
fins of the people of Delhi and Kinnoge had incenfed him {o much;
that he abandoned them to the vengeance of the Muflfulmen, other-
wife that in the twinkling of an eye, he could have blafted the whole

army of Mamood.

The Sultan, no ways intimidated by this report, was determined
to put the power of the God to a tryal, by perfonally treating him
ill.  He therefore marched from: Ghizni with a numerous army, in

the month Shaban.

The temple of Sumnat, which allo gave name to a great city,
was fitnated uponi the fhore of the Ocean, and is at this time to be
{een in the diftriéts of Deo Bunder, under the dominion of the Eu-
ropeans. - Some hiltorians affirm, that Sumnat was brought from
Mecea, where it ftood before the time of the Prophet. But the
Brahmins deny this tale, and fay that it ftood in Deo-Bunderfince the
time of Kriflien, who was ¢oncealed in that place about four thoufand

years ago.

The Sultan, about the middle of Ramzan, reached the city of

Moultan, and as there was a great defart before him, he gave orders
that all his troops fhould provide themfelves with feveral days water
and provifions, as alfo with provender for their horfes, he befides
loaded twenty thoufand Camels with neceffaries for the army.
When he had paffed that terrible defart, he arrived at the city
of Ajmere, and finding that the Raja and inhabitants had aban-
doned the place, and that he could not prevail with them to come

and fubmit themfelves, he ordered the city to be fack’d, and the adja- s
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But

he left it and

as the re-

and {word.
duétion of the citadel v.-rm]d take up too much time,

proceeded upon his expedition, and reduced fome {mall forts in the

way by affault.

Having then arrived at Narwalla, a city of Guzerat, which was

evacuated at his approach, another defart prefented itfelf to the King
i"nc:,'rm:i that place. Mamood, however, t:.‘::.ing the (ame precautions
as before, without any remarkable occurrence reached Sumnat, which
was a lofty caltle, upon a narrow Peninfula, wathed on three fides

by the fea,

Upon the battlements of the place there appeared an innumerable
They immediately made a fignal for
and told him, Idol
he might blaft
ion of the Gods of Hin-

multitude of people in arms.
a Herald to approach, that their Mabood or
Sumnat, had drawn the Muflulmen thither, that
them in a moment and avenge the deftru&

doftan.
that as foon as

The Sultan only fmiled at this vain threat, and commanded,
the ftreams of light fhould pour from the {pring of

day, his army fhould prepare for an affault.

Mamood, ad-
The
and- valour of

In the morning the valiant troops of the {ublime

vanced to the foot of the walls and began the attack. battle-
ments were in a fhort time cleared, by the experience
the daftardly Hindoos,

crouded into the temple, and prc-lh':-‘.tmg them{elves in teass before

the archers, and aftonithed and difpirited,

the Idol, prayed for affiftance.

The Muffulmen feized the opportunity which the devotion of

their enemies offered them, applied their fcaling ladders, and mount-

! T

began to exclaim Alla Akber 4. The
+ God is preateft,

ing the wall, ¢ Hindoos now

reduczd
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reduced to defpair, found they muft ﬁ;__:_hl: for themfelves or die, #

they collected their force together, and made fo violent an attack
upon the affailants, that, from the time that the King of day dif-
pelled the darknefs till the moon, fair bride of night, illuminated
the court of heaven with paler rays, the flames of war were not

quenched with blood.

1. D

The Muffulmen wearied out with fatigue’

were at length obliged to abandon all their advantages, and retire /<.

to reit.

Next morning the work of death was renewed, but as falt as they

- i~ = 4 COnd (In
mounted the wall, {o faft were they pufhed headlong down by the

{pears of the defendants, who weeping had taken leave of their God,
and now feemed wifhing for death. And thus the labours of this

day proved more unfuccelsful than the firft.

An army of idolaters, upon the third day, prefented themfelves in
order of battle in fight of the Sultan’s camp.
advanced, with an intention to raife the fiege of Sumnat, and there-
fore ordered a party to amufe the befieged, while he himfelf prepared
to cngage the enemy in the field. He marched in order of battle
towards the idolaters, who advanced with equal refolution. . The

Mamood immediately =

rl...,.._ AP
LS army

[
vhom

fire of adverfe rage immediately illuminated the gleaming field, and geges,

Death ftalked with fuch execution and power around, that Time,
trembling for his  empire, wept. Byramdeo and Dabifelima in the
middle of the action joined the enemy with their troops, and in-
{pired them with fuch frefh courage, that faintnefs became vifible

irr the Sultan’s army.

Mamood perceiving 2 languor {preading over his lines, leapt
from his horfe, and 1_‘!1'0H.‘1‘.'1Ii!‘lg himfelf before God, implored
Then mounting with a noble affurance, he took Abul

M 2 Haflen

]::.r. ;".f-‘;ﬂ&l]{;c.

Q
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Haflen Chirkani, ione of his generals, by the hand, and infpired him
1u.':Lh E:c:p:: and glory. IT{. himfelf a

couraging his troops witl

dvanced upfm the enemy, en-

el |

1fuch :h,r:rr:":i:ud refolation, that allhamed

to abandon their King, with whom ithey had do aften trod the path

of renown, 'they -with one accerd, gavea fhant of vi&ory and rofhed
forward, as fora prize. They bore the enemy before them upon
the ipoints of their {pears, laying five thoufand of themdead at their

feet,

When the garrifon of Sumnat beheld this defeat, they were ftruck
with confufion and fear. They withdrew their hands from the
fight, and iffuing out at a gate towards the fea, to the number of
four thoufand, embarked in boats, intending to proceed to the ifland
of Sirindiep 4. But they did not efcape the eyes of the Sultan.
He feized vpon boats which were left in a neighbouring creek,
and manning them with rowers and fome of his beft troops, purfued
the enemy, ‘taking -and finking fome of their ‘boats, while ofhers

efcaped.

The Emperor having -placed guards .round -the walls, -and at the
gates, (entered Sumnat with his fon and a few of his Omrahs and
principal attendants. When they advanced to the temple, they faw
a great and antique firucture built of ‘ftone, within a {pacious.court.
They immediately ‘entered at, beheld a great {quare hall, having it's
lofty iroof fupported by fifty 4ix pillars, .curiondly turned.and fet with
precious flones. In the center of the hall ftood Sumnat, an Jdol
of flone, five yards in heighth, two of which were funk in the

ground.

The Sultan was enraged when he faw this Idol, and raifing his
mace, ftrack off the nofe from his face. He then ordered that two

.. Ceylon.
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A

to ‘be thrown at the threfhold of the public Mofque, and dn the
court:of his palace. T'wo more fragments he referved to hbe fent to

Mecca and Medina.

When the Sultan was thus employed in breaking wvp Sumnat, a
croud of Brahmins petitioned his attendants, and offered fome crores™
in gold, if the King thould be plcaﬁ::d to proceed no further. The
©@mrahs endeavoured to perfuade Mamood to accept of the money ;
for they faid that breaking up the idol would not remove idolatry
from the walls of ‘Sumnat, ‘that therefore it could ferve no purpole
to deftroy the image, but that fuch a fum of money, given in charity
among believers, would 'be a very meritorious action. The Sultan
acknowleged, that what they faid was, in fome meafure, true ; but
thould he confent to that bargain, he might juftly be called a {eller
of idols ; and that he looked upon abreaker of them as a more ho-

]
nourabletitle. “Fle therefore ordered them to wroceed.
P

The next blow having broke up the belly of Sumnat, which had Fiﬂdrs anim-
menie (red-

pieces of this image fhould be brake off, to be fent to Ghizni, there H';P::r’ o3 4s
- ] Ll e e

been'made hollow, ‘they difcovered that it was full of diamonds, ru- fore.

bies, and “pearls, of a much greater value ‘than the amount of

what the Brahmins thad offered.

It is faid, by fome writers, that the name of this idol is a Account of
- Samnat.

compound word of Sum and Nat; Swn 'being the name of
the Raja who -erefted it, and INaz the .troe name of the God ;
which in the language of the Brabmins, fignifies ‘Creator. In
the time of eclipfes we are told that ‘there ufed ‘to ‘be forty or
fifty thoufand worfhippers -at this temple ; and ‘that ‘the different
Rajas -of Hindoftan had beftowed, in all, two thoufand villages,

with their territories, for the maintenance of its priefts ; befides the

* Ten millions.

innumerable

-
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above five hundred crores diftant.

It [1:11}101'!‘1:(5 a great bell which s

Sultan Mamood found in this ten

and gold, than, it is thought, an

light in the temple, but one p

from the jewels, {
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innumerable prefents received from zll parts of the empire. It wasa
coftom among thofe idolaters, to wafth Sumnat every 111{_}rningr and

with freth water from the Ganges, though that river is

Among the (poils of this temple, was a chain of gold weighing
forty maunds, which hung from the top of the building by a ring.
varned the people to the worihip of
Befides two thoufand Brahmins, who officiated as priefls,
there belonged to the temple five hundred dancing

girls, three hun-

dred muficians, and three hundred barbers to: fhave the devotees be-
fore they were admitted to the prefence of Sumnat. The dancing
girls were either remarkable for their beauty, or their quality, the

Rajas thinking it an honour to have their daughters admitted.

iple, a greater quantity of jewels

y royal trealury ever contained be-
In the hiftory of Eben Aflur, it is related, that there was no
endant lamp, which being reflected
pread a ftrong and refulgent light over the whole
place. Befides the great idol above-mentioned, there were in the
temple fome thoufands of {mall images, in gold and filver, of various
thapes and dimenfions.

The emperor having fecured the wealth of Sumnat, prepared to
The emperor Chaftife Raja Byram Deo, fro

marches
againit Byram
Deo.

m whom the harbour of Deo takes its
name, for having endeavoured to diftrefs him during the fiege, and

52

having given above three thoufand of the Muffulmen to drink of the
wine of martyrdom, Byram Deo, after the taking of Sumnat, had
fled from Narwalla the capital of Guzerat, and {hut himﬁelfup in the
fort of Gundia, which was forty pharfangs from Sumnat. T}

1€ king,

without oppofition, arrived before the fort, and aw that it was.fur-

rounded
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rounded on all fides by the fea, which, in every place, appeared im-
paffable. ~ He fent however to found the depth of the water, and re.
ceived intelligence; that at one place it was fordable at low water ;
but if he fhould be caught by the tide, in his paflage, the troops muft

inevitably perifh.

The Sultan having ordered public prayers, and caft his fortune in
the Koran, turned his horfe into the fea, at the head of his troops,
and rC:lching in fafety the oppofite fhore, immc:liatul}r made an
affault upon the place. Byram Deo, looking upon life preferable to
every other confideration, left his family and wealth, and, in the ha-
bit of a flave, ftealing out of the fort, run and. concealed himfelf in
a corner. The troops who defended the place, feeing themfelves
thus fhamefully deferted, were alfo ftruck with fear, and quitted
their pofts upon the walls. The Muflulmen mounted  their {caling
ladders, and commenced a dreadful havock among the unfortunate
flaves, referving the women and children for captivity. The wealth
of the Raja was lodged in the treafury of the King.

Mamood being thus victorious, marched to Narwalla. He found
the {oil of that place fo fertile, the air fo falubrious and pure, and
the country fo well cultivated and pleafant, that he propofed to take
up his refidence there for fome years, and to make it his capital, con-
ferring the government of Ghizni upon his fon, the Sultan Mufaood.
Some hiftorians relate, that, in that age, there were gold mines in Gu-
zerat : which occafioned Sultan Mamood to incline to fix his refidence
in that country. But to this wecannot well give any credit, as there
are now no traces of thofe mines; but it is acknowledged, that the
country was, atalltimes, oneof the richeft in Hindoltan. In fupport of

their affertion, they however give many inftances of the difappearance

87
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Higer. 411,

Attacks him
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of gold mines, fuch as that in Seiftan, which was fwallowed up by an:

earthquake.
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| N
1---.! | A.D. 1022, eafthquake, There are other writers who pretend to fay, that the
' I { | ._ ' Gt King, having heard of gold and ruby mines, upon the ifland of Si-
s I!I )ﬁJ rr:m].iep, and inl the country of Pegu, interded to fit out a fleet for
e WL : the conqueft of thofe parts, but that he was diverted by his council

Bt '_: § 3 5 - I i
| :}}%Ii.L'n from this fcheme, and alfo prevailed upon not to abandeon' his pative

i IR kingdom and capital.
¢ | :F | (]

a0 rf". Mamood yielding to this latter advice; confented to return, and at
i;”:.:h ';r-.:!:::_i_idj-.-_mi- the fame timé begged of his Omralis, to recommend a fit perfon to
""“;Ii: the Omrahs. him, for the government of the kingdom of Guzerat. After con-
ke li“i'l: fulting among themfélves, they told the King, that on account of the
JURE T great diftarice of this country from his other dominions, and the
LR number of troops it would require for its defence, they thought it

'y | advifeable; that forhe one of the natives fhould receive that honour.

fi The King then enquired among the chiefs of the: natives, and was
i informed that the family of Dabiffalima was the nobleft in thofe
parts, and: that then a- man of parts and diftinétion of that tribe, was
in his camp, in the habit of a Brahmin. That they linew no perfon
fitter to be exalted to royalty than him : though he had been obliged
_ to chufe that way of life, to conceal himfelf from the cruelty of a
-::"T : younger brother, who had ufurped his inheritanee.

But fome authors, f{ufpecting the probability of this ftory, have

. H,,,- 2_1-?}:“*- ”E-‘i- informed us, that Dabiffalima was Raja of a neighbouring country,
iy . iffalimaKing - v . _ .
{’i’ ! of Guzerat. famous as well for his policy and wifdem, as for his great knowlege

g o in the fciences. To him the King fent a friendly mefiage, inviting

L b -l him to his prefence, to receive his allegiance for the government of
b o Guzerat, which he intended to beftow upon him. But as we have
by | many authentic proofs of the truth of our firft relation, it muft be
et acknowleged that the King, upon ]mving fettled an annual tribute,

' beftowed the kingdom of Guzerat upen Dabiffalima the poor Brah-
. min, and not upon the Rajaof the fame name, who lived at that period.

W P We
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We find, that when the King had beftowed the regency upon the p: - 13‘, ]T:ﬁ

Brahmin, that he petitioned him to leave fome forces for his pro-
tection; for that Raja Dabiflalima, as {foon as Mamocd thould evacuate
the country, would undoubtedly invade him before his power was

thoroughly eft ablithed, the confequences of which might be eafily

forefeen. But that if the King would grant him his proteftion, he

would annually give double the revenues of Cabuliltan and Zabuliftan,

Thefe confiderations prevailed with the Sultan to form a defign ‘to Marches i
af "' l'l. AN
reduce this Raja before he left the country, He accordingly fent = defeats a
t| J-_"L'Il'.l':*
part of his army into the dominions of the Raja, which, in a fhortRap, ;

time, defeated him, and brought him prifoner to Mamood. = He'im-
mediately delivered over the unfortunate Raja into the hands of his
kinfman Dabiffalima the viceroy to take away his life,

Dabiffalima addrefled himfelf to the King after this manner; that
in hisreligion, themurder of a King was unlawful ; but that it was
cuftomary, when one King got poficflion of the perfon of another
pit under his throne, where he

who was his enemy, to make a dark
fhould remain imprifoned for life, or till the death of his conqueror.

That for his own part, heefteemed fuch ufage a cruelty of which he Dabiflslima’s

clemency.
could not be guilty ; butthat on the other hand, if the Raja fhould

be confined by him in another prifon, his adherents would, upon the
King's departure, attempt to releafe him. He therefore earnellly

begged that the King might carry him to Ghizni.
L .,

The Sultan complied with this laft requeft, andafter two years and

fix months abfence, turned homewards his vi&torious {tandards. But Mamood re-

turmns 10 Ghiz.

ha |\-rr received in tLllJJ"“ﬂ{_‘{“, that }_ﬂ. ram I)KO and. the R: r'.’. of ni.
Ajmere, with others, had collected a great army to oppofc him in
the defart, he turned by the way of Sind and Moultan. He there alfo
met with defarts in his march, wherein his army greatly {uffered
Vor. I, N by
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by want of water, and his cavalry by want of grafs ; butin the year
417 he with much diffic ulty and toil, reached Ghizni, Daring his
march through Sind, he was led aftray three days and ‘nights, by
one of his Hindoo guides, in a defart of dry fand, fo that madnefs

and thirft began intolerably to rage thrnugh his perithing troops.

The Sultan {ufpecling his guide, commanded him to be put to

the torture, when he confefled that he was one of the priefts of Sum-
s nat, who to revenge the injuries done to his God, had thus endea-

voured to bring about the ruin of the Ghiznian army. The King
then commanded him to be put to death; and it being towards
evening, he fell proftrate before God, imploring a fpeedy deliverance,
A meteor was immediately feen in the eaft, to which he direéted
his march, and before morning, found himfelf upon the banks of
a lake.

Dabiffalima the devout, having eftablithed himfelf upon-the throne
of Guzerat, continued to fend his revenues pun@ually to the King,
and fome years after defired the imprifoned Raja might be returned to
him. But the Raja had, by this time; gained upon the mind of the
King, which made him unwilling to part with him. He however
was over-perfuaded, by his counfellors, who were envious of the favour
which the unfortunate Raja had' acquired ; and he was accordingly

put into the hands of the perfon who bz'ought the revenue to Ghizni.

When they reached the dominions of Guzerat, Dabiffalima the
devout gave orders to dig a hole under his own throne, in which he
intended to confine the unhappy Raja, according to the barbarous
cuftom of the Hindoos. To ftretch his triumph ftill further, he ad-
vanced to fome diftance from his capitol, to meet the Raja, that the
unfortunate man might run before his horfe, with a bafon on his head,
and an ewer in his hand.

The
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The King, it is faid, having over-heated himf{elf upon this ocoa-

fion, lay down, much difordered, in a thade, drew a red handker-

3

chiefover his face, and ordered his attendants to withdraw. A Vaul- ani punith.

ture, which was hovering over that place, miftaking the red hand-
kerchief for prey, foufed down upon the King, and fixing her talons
about his eyes, rendered him totally blind ; and therefore incapable

to reign according to the laws of the country.

When the accident which befel the King became public, the whole
camp and city were filled with confufion and uproar. The imprifon-
ed Raja, arriving at that very inftant, was received with univerfal ac-
clamations, and immediately eleted King. He put the bafon upon
the head of Dabiflalima, and placed the ewer in his hand, anddrove
him before him into the dungeon, which he himfelf had prepared,

where he fpent the remainder of his life.

This barbarous a&ion, however, fhewed that his {ucceflor -was
unworthy of what providence had, fo miraculoufly, beftowed upon
him. This flory is a ftriking inftance of the juft punifhment of
pride, and that he who digs a pit for another, will fall into it himfelf,

The author of the Jam ul Hikaiat has related, that, when Sultan
Mamood was in Guzerat, he {faw a fmall black i1dol, under a circular
arch, which, to all appearance, was fufpended in the air, without
fupport. The King, amazed at this ph®nomenon, confulted the
philofophers of his court concerning it. They told him, that they
believed the'image to be iron, and the flones of the arch magnets.
The King obferved, that he thought the: equilibrium  of weight and
attraction could not be fo exacly found. He however, by way of
experiment, ordered a ftone to be firuck out of the arch ; which was
no fooner done, than the idol fell to the ground, and the ftone was
accordingly found to be a magnet; but philofophers of latter days
N.a are

o1
AL !}. I'1'11-"'{-’1 |' b
Higer, 417 i

pERdnie

Story of ar

ircn idol.




AR
1o AL

g i)

G2

A D, 1025,
i‘:.“:_:':'. 417,

The Caliph

writes to Ma-
mood,

Mamood at-
facks the Jits,

overthrown.

THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

are of the King’s opinion, and that this ftory may be rank'd among

the fabulous.

The Caliph of Bagdat being informed of the expedition of Sultan
Mamood, wrote him a congratulatory letter, in which he ftiled him,
The guardian of fortune and Iflamifm. To his fon Sultan Mufiood,
he gave the title of, Thelight of pofterity, and the beauty of nations ;
and to his fecond fon Mur Eufoph, the appellation of, The (trength
of the arm of fortune, and eftablifther of the ftate. He, at the fame
time, affured Mamood, that, whoever he fhould appoint to the fuc-
ceffion, he himfelf would confirm and fupport,

Mamood marched this year an army againft the Jits, who had in-
fulted him in his way from Sumnat. This people inhabited the
country, on the borders of Moultan, near the banks of the river that
runs by the mountains of Jude. When he arrived at Moultan, find-
ing that the country of the Jits was defended by great rivers, he or-
dered fifteen hundred boats to be built, each of which he armed with fix
iron fpikes projecting from their prows and fides, to prevent their being
boarded by the enemy, who were very expert in ‘that kind of war.
When he had launched this fleet, he ordered twenty archers into
each boat, and five others, with fire-balls, to burn the craft of the
Jits, and naphta to fet the whole river on fire, This force he com-
manded to extirpate the Jits, and remained with the remainder of his

army at Moultan,

The Jits having intelligence of this armament, fent their wives
and children, and moft valuable effets, into an ifland, and launch-
ing, according to fome, four thoufand, or, according to others, eight
thoufand boats, manned and armed, prepared to receive the Ghiz-
nians. They met, and a terrible confli& enfued ; but the projeéted
pikes from the Sultan’s boats, did fuch execution, when they ranagainit
the




the craft of the Jits, that many of them were overfet. The archers, a T:}.:f;f.'
at the fame time, plied their bows to fuch good purpofe, that many ¥

of the enemy plunged over board to avoid their galling arrows.

Some of the Jitfiad boats being, in the mean time, . fet on fire,
communicated their flames to others; fome were funk, {fome board-

ed by the Turks, and others endeavoured to make their efcape. In

this fcene of confufion and terror, very few of the Jits could fhun

their hard fate, All thofe therefore, who efcaped death, met with

the more fevere misfortune of captivity.

The Sultan, after this victory, returned in triumph to Ghizni,
and in the 418th year of the Higerah, ordered Amir Toos, one of his
generals, to the government of Badwird, that he might chattife the
Turkuman of Siljoki, who had croflfed the river Amavia, and in-
vaded that province. But Amir Toos being defeated in avery bloody /' 7

a&tion,” wrote to the Sultan, that without his prefence and fortune the Turke.
mans.

Amir Toos

nothing could be done againit the encmy.

The Sultan immediately put his army in motion, and having come Mamood
up with them gaye them a total defeat, which entirely difperfed 7% &
gainit and
+hem and cleared the country. Hearing, at this time, that one ofﬂ'}w[;brﬂws
2 the Turko-
his generals had conquered Iraak *, he marched that way, and mans.

Redoceslrazk,

{eized all the treafure that had been amaffed by the race of Boia, who
had poffefied that country, and lived in the city of Rai. Having there
inforced fome laws refpeing the religion of the inhabitants, who
had adopted falfe tenets, he fettled the government of Rai and
Ifpahan upon his fon, Sultan Mufaood, and returned himifelf to Retorns to

Ghizni,

Ghizni.

The Sultan was {oon after affliGted with the fione, which diforder p,, g
daily increafed, He went in this condition to Balich to {ettle fome

#* Weltern Provinces of Perfia.
ftate
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“28. f{tate affairs, and in the beginning, of the {pring he torned his face

& = R

again to Ghizni; where, upon friday the 22d of Ribbiul S:

Sani, in
the g19th of the Higera, and the fixty third year of his age, this

great conqueror, amidft the tears of his people, gave up his body to

E_Ei.‘.:.ti}, and

his foul to immortality.

BT
T\

Mamood reigned thirty-five vears
5 g J

dlay

Sultan and he was buried by

torch light, with ereat pomp and folemnity, in the palace of triumph
- o -

at Ghizni. He was a man of a midile ftature, not very handfome in

his perfon, but without any deformity or blemifh.

Two days before his death, he commanded, that all the facks of
gold and cafkets of precious flones, which were in the treafury,
fhould be placed before him; when he beheld them as with re-
gret, he wept, ordering them to be carried back to the treafury,
without exhibiting his generofity at that time to any body, for
which he has been accufed of avarice. He ordered, the following
day, a review of his Army, his Elephants, Camels, Horfes and
Chariots, with which, having feafted his eyes for fome time, from
his traveling throne, he again burft into tears, and retired in grief
to his palace.

It’s faid, that Sultan Mamood, upon hearing that a citizen of Ne-
fhapoor was pofleficd of immenfe wealth, commanded him to be
called into his prefence. The King began to reproach him for being
an idolater and an apoftate from the faith. The citizen replied,
LA King, I am no idolater nor apoftate, but it is true thatI am
pofleffed of much wealth; take it therefore, but do me not a
double injuftice, by robbing me of my money and my good name.”
The King, for this infolence, as he termed it, ordered him to be
punifhed and confifcated his whole eftate.
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But Mamood was, in other
fon one day, thrufting himfElf into the prefence, called loudly
for 'L1”E ei 'The King ordered him -to L'_';]ﬂnm his r_'nlnjﬂ-ﬁz.l?,
which he thus did: That, unfortunately having a handfome wife,
the Kipg's nephew had conceived a puffion for her, and came to
his houfe every night with armed attendants, beating him and turn-
ing him into the ftrect, till he had gratihed his adulterous paflion.
That he had frequently ::n‘.npl:'.i=‘.-c*f1 to thofe who ought to have donz

, but that the rank of the adulterer had fhut their ears

him juftice

againft th

The King, upon hearing this, was fo much enraged that tears Of his

1

of refentment and compafiion ftarted from his eyes ; he ;'-t‘pri—
manded the poor man for not making fooner his complaint to him.
The man replied, that he often attempted it, but could not gain ad-
{5 | var 1 g 1

mittance. then commanded by the King, to return to his

houfe, and to give him notice the Arft'time that his nephew was guilty
of the like viclence ; charging thofe who were pr refent, upon p ain of
death, to let nothing of this complaint tranfpire, ordering hlm to
be admitted at any hour. Accordingly the man returned to his

houfe, and upon the third night following, the King's nephew, as

ufual, came, and having whipped the hufband feve ‘. , turned him

into the fireet. The poor man haftened to the King ; I:-a:_ the captain
of the guards would not give him admittance, faying, that his Majefly
was in the Haram. The man Jm:‘«*.cdmldy began to make a violent
outcry, fo that the porter fearing that the court mi-”-t be difturbed,

and that the noife might reach the King, he was under the neceffity
to conduét him to the Eunuchs of the mi{.n-.t.-m-c., who immedi-
ately acquainted the Sultan with the affair.

The King immediately rofe, and drawing on a garment followed
the man to his houfe. He found his nephew and the man’s wife

’L-P::'-
ping

inftances, famous for juftice. A per- {‘1-.]2'-

\)5

10z28.
." I'J-

jultics,
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: _ 2+ D. 102, f{leeping together in one bed, with a candle ftanding on the carpet near
- LI 47 Higer. ‘411, = &
TN 1 | 3 L ® . 1 .
N | i them, The Sultan, extinguithing the candle, drew his dageer and
. . g & g8
i TR T {evered his nephew’s head from his body : Then commanding the
[ ! / o
L e man to light the candle, he called out for fome water, and having
taken a deep draught, he told him he might now go and fleep with

fafety, if he could truft his own wife.

i, The poor man fell down at the Sultan’s feet, in gratitude to his
I juftice and condefcenfion, but begged he might tell him why he put
' out the candle, and afterwards called out fo vehemently for water,
T The King replied, that he put out the candle thar pity might not
. | arrelt his hand in the: execution of juftice, ona youth whom he
tenderly loved ; and that he had made a vow to God, when he firft
R heard his complaint, that he would neither eat nor drink till he had

! brought the criminal to juftice, in o much, that he was upon the
8| point of dying of thirft.

AL The learned  ~'The learned men who lived at the court of Suoltan Mamood were

LR B o menwhoflog- . " .. . £ el 20 i

' R rihed under  principally thefe ; Ozaeri Rafi, a native of Rai, whofe poetical per-
Mamaood, : : 1 ; 1.-

formances as a panegyrift, are efteemed very good, for one of which

Affidi

Toofi, a native of Chorraffan, a poet of great fame, whom the Sul-

iy he received a prefentof 4000 Dirms from the Sultan.

i tan often entreated to undertake the Shaw Namima, but he excufed
) himf{elf on account of his age. He was the mafler of Phirdoci, who
_ afterwards undertook that work; but Phirdoci falling fick by too much
'|| iy application, before it was_finithed, he applied himf{Elf to his old
b I mafter Afiidi; telling him that he was now at the point of death,
3. sl and that his only regret for leaving this vain world was, that his
' poem was unfinithed. The old man weeping replied, that, tho’ he
had often excufed himfelf to the King, from having any hand in that
performance, yet for the affe@ion he bore to Phirdoci, he would
undertake to finifh his poem. The dying poet replied, that he was

-..., 1 1 well
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well affured no other man of the age had the genius to attempt it ; -l"-l-_‘?'- 1018,
18Er.

but at the fame time he was afraid, years and infirmitics had damped

the native fire of Affidi.

The old man warmed with friendthip and emulation, collecting
the force of his mind, made the attempt, and brought into the chains
of thime in a*few days, that part of the poem, between the Arabian
conqueftof Agimto the end, which confifts of four thoufand couplets,
He immediately brought it to Phirdoci, who was fo r¢joiced that he
recovered from his diforder. The Shaw Namma is efteemed among
the firlt of poetical productions, and Phirdoci the author, confe-
quently among the firit of poets.

Minuchere was an Omrah of Balich, and famous for his poetry
and wit. But Hakim Ali Unfuri is efteemed to hold the firft rank,
as to genius, in that age ; for befides being one of the beft poets, he
was a great philofopher, verfed in all the known fciences, and all the
learned languages of thofe times. Four hundred poets and learned
men, befides all the ftudents of the univerfity of Ghizni, acknow-
ledged him for their mafter. He was therefore appointed by the
King, to fuperintend literature, and it was ordered, that no per-
formance fhould be brought before the Sultan, without being pre-
vioufly honoured with the approbation of Ali Unfuri.

Among the works of Unfuri there is an heroic poem, upon the a&ions
of Sultan Mamood. TheKing having one night, in his cups, cut off
the long treffes of his beloved *, he was much afflicted in the morning
for what he had done. He fat, he rofe, he walked by turns, and
there was a terror round him, which kept the people at diftance.

* His favourite miltrels.

Vor. L.
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Ali Unfuri accofted him with fome extempore lines 4, which (o
pleafed the King that he ordered his mouth to be filled three times
with jewels. Calling then for wine, he fat down with the poet and
walhed down his grief, feafoning fociety with wit.

Asjuddi was one of the fcholars of Unfuri: He was a native of
Hirvi, a poet blefled with the light of true genius, but his works
are very f{carce and the greateft part of them loft. Firochi was alfo
a pupil of Unfuri. He was of the antient royal race of the Kings
of Seiftan, but reduced by fortune fo low, that he was obliged to
hire himfelf to a farmer for the yearly wages of a hundred Dirms
When he married, he found this {mall fum would not anfwer
his expences, fo he became defirous of having his wages increafed.
The farmer told him he certainly deferved a great deal more, but
that his capacity could not extend the allowance further. Firochi,
in this ftate of dependence, waited on the Sultan’s nephew Abul
Muziffir with 2’ poem, for which he was honoured with a hand-
fome reward, with a horfe and a drefs. He was introduced to the
King by Muziffir, who fettled a penfion upon him which enabled him
to ride with a retinue of twenty well mounted flaves.

T The beauty of the lines confifted chiefly in a happy, chime of words, which eannot
poflibly be imitated in a tranflation. ' The fenle runsthus: On this happy day, when
the trefles of your beloved are cut off, what place is there for grief? Let it be rather

crowned with mirth and wine, for the beauty of the cyprels is increafed by the pruning
of it’s branches.
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