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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

Sultan Feroch Zaad, who, according to the beft authorities, was the
fon of Mufacod, though fome fay that Abdul Refhid was his father,
1

.].‘-.ving extended his i'cign to fix years, in the year four hundred and f]ft}r

d turned his face to the regions of futurity, The year before his death,

his flaves having been inftigated to a confpiracy againft his life, made
an attempt to affaffinate him in the bath. Feroch Zaad having
wrelted a {word out of the hand of one of them, killed many, and
defended himfelf again(t the reft, till his guards hearing the noife,
came in to his afliftance ; upon which, all the flaves were put to
inftant death.. His firft vizier was Haflen ben Mora, and in the
latter part of his reign, Abu Deker Saley.

SHE TGRS THOUIN SR

The Reign of Zahir ul Dowla Surtan Isranim, ben
Mufaood Ghiznavi.

H E N Feroch Zaad became the inhabitant of another world,

Sultan Ibrahim afcended the throne of empire: A King
remarkable for morality. and devotion, having in the flower of his
youth, amidft a paradife of pleafure, conquered all the fenfual appe-
tites, and added two months more to the feaft of Ramzan, which
he kept with the ftrictelt feverity. He, at the fame time, gave pro-
per attention to government, and the due adminiftration of juftice, and
opened the hand of charity to the poor. This prince excelled in the
art of fine writing, and in the libraries of Mecca and Medina, there
are two copies of the Koran wrote by his own hand, which were
In the firft year of his reign, he

Turkumans, . Jnded a treaty of peace with the Turkumans, ceding to them
all
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all the countries they had feized, upon condition that they would l‘q::l '4""“

not lengthen the hand of violence any further upon his dominions. i

He married, at the fame time, his fon Mufzood, to the danghter of b

their King, Malleck Shaw, which opened the door of friendfhip L '?Eaﬂ;.
A

and intercourfe between the two nations.

We are told, that before this peace was concluded, Malleck Shaw
had collected a great army, with an intention to invade Ghizni,
which greatly intimidated Ibrahim, as he was not then in a condi-
tion to oppofe him, But knowing that policy is fometimes a good ‘E’,‘i'-ilil':'_“UF
fubftitute for ftrength, he wrote letters to the principal Omrahs of |
Malleck Shaw’s army; which he difpatched by a mefienger who had
received his inftruGions how to proceed. The purport of thofe letters
was to importune the Omrahs, to whom they were direéted, to haften ,.‘ »
the King’s march to Ghizni, left their fcheme fhould be prematarely '
difcovered; and that they might depend upon his fulfilling his en-

gagements to their fatisfaction, s
b
The meflengér accordingly took an opportunity one day, when Ki Sl
Malleck Shaw was bunting, upon the road to Ghizni, to come de !w
running towards him; but upon difcovering the King, he flole flowly F 1§',';

away, which creating fufpicion, he was purfued by fome horfemen, F i
= d = - i* . ‘.\ '

and brought before the King. He was immediately fearched, and il &

. ..,': rJ L

the pacquet was found upon him; though he had previoufly fuffered

himfelf to be feverely baftinadoed, without cunﬂ;ﬂ?ng any Ll:ing. The

King having read thefe letters, the power of the fuppofed confpira- bl
ors was f{uch, that there was great danger in accufing them; but Uil -}
it raifed fuch a diffidence in his mind, that he; from that time, was f!;*'r i
defirous of peace, and gave over all thoughts of his expedition.

1

When the mind of Ibrahim was quieted from any apprehenfions o ;
from that quarter, he fent an army towards Hindoftan, and con-
Yor. I S quered
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quered many places in that country, which before had not heen
vifited by the Muflulman arms. In the year 472, he marched him-

LI Hogem 19 felf towards that country, and extended his conquefts to the fort of
il Ajodin, called now Palanfhukurgunge. This place being taken,
he turned to another fort called Rupal, which was built upon the
fummit of a f{teep hill ; a river enclofed it on three fides, and a {mall
peninfula joined it to the other hills, which were entirely covered
with an impervious wood, and much infefted by venemous ferpents.

‘his, however, did not difcourage the Sultan from his attempt,
Fe ordered fome thoufand hatchet men to clear the wood, which
they effected in fpite of all oppofition; and the rock being
foft, the miners forced their way 1n a fhort time under the walls,

Tikes 1, which were brought down in ruins. The place was immediately

—
s |

£

taken, and the garrifon made prifoners.

He marched from thence to another town in the neighbourhood,
the inhabitants of which came originally from Chorraffan, and
were banifhed thither, with their families, by Afranfiab -, for
il frequent rebellions. Here they formed themfelves into a fmall

independant flate, being encircled by impaffible mountains ; and had

preferved their ancient cuftoms and rites, without intermarrying

with any other people. The Sultan having, with infinite labour,
! cleared a road for his army over the mountains, advanced towards
the town, which was well fortified. He was overtaken by the
gl rainy feafon, and his army was grearly diftrefled; during three
months he was obliged to remain idle before it. But when the rains
began to abate, and the country to dry up, he fummoned the town
to furrender, and acknowledge the faith.

k] " Ibrahim's Pmi\cfuis bsfng rejected he commenced the ﬁcgc, which
et 1 continued fome weeks, with great flaughter on both fides, The

+ A name common to a loog race of Perfian Kings,
fown
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town at length” was taken by aflault, and the Muflolmen found
LN

much wealth within it, and one hundred thouifand unfortunate per-
fons, whom they carried bound to Ghizni. Bome time after, the

King accidentally faw one of thofe unhappy men carrying a heavy
ftone with ' great “difficulty and' labour, to a palace which was then
building. ‘This awakened his pity; he commanded him to throw

it down, and gave him his liberty.

This flone hdppened to lie upon the public road, and proved
trovblefome to paflengers ; but as the King's rigid adherence to his
commands was univerfally known, none would attempt to remove it,
A 'courtier one ‘day, having ftambled with his horfe over this fione,
took ‘cecafion to mention it to'the King; infinuating, that he
thought, if-his Majelly pleafed, that it were advifable to have it re-
moved. To which the King replied; ¢ I have commanded it to be
thrown there, and there it muft remain 3 as a memorial of the misfor-
tunes of war, and my own pity : For it is better for a 1-.3,i:-_;; to be

obftinate, even in his inadvertencies, than to break his royal werd.”

The ftone was accordingly lu_':rr,r':if,tu-:l to remain, where it is fhewn as

a curiofity to this day.

Sultan Ibrahim had thirty fix {ons and ty dauolit The lit-
ter he gave in marriage to learned and religious men,  In the year
492, he left this mortal {tate, after having reigngd in tranquility and
happinefs forty two years, In his time flourithed Abul Farrhe, who

wasa native oi !‘I‘L‘I:E:ilh L‘..'i.‘x".‘]‘.'"-!_".]:,__"; to [0S, but as others al 101, H;

s eleemed a mafter in postry; and the famous An

Ghizni, Hei

P i B gRC
1ari was one oI s dlcipics,
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