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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

e i ki AN 0 gy
The Reign of Surtan Jernar ur pien Firefe of Chillige.

I‘:‘J IZAM UL DIEN AHMUD fays in his hiftory, that the
tribe of Chillige derived their. origin from Calidge Chan.
Callidge

was an imperious and vindi¢tive woman, and fearing fhe would draw

. continues that writer, having quarrelled with his wife, who
the refentment of her brother Chingez Chan upon him, deferted his
army as he was pafling the mountains of Ghor and Ghirgiftan, in his
return from the conqueft of Iran. Three thoufand of his friends
followed Calidge, and took poffeflion of thofe mountains, where
they were afterwards joined by many of their countrymen, and cven
by fome of the family of Chingez Chan.

Other hiftorians, with equal improbability, affirm, that we
ought to look for the origin of the Chilligies, as far back as
Eaphs the fon of Noo +, who, fay they, had cleven fons, one of
whom was called Chillige. But we have reafon to think that neither
of the accounts is authentic, the ene being too modern, and the other
too antient, to merit our faith, 'We hear of this tribe of Chillige in
the reigns of Subuétagi, and Mamood of Ghizni, which entirely de-
ftroys theformer fuppofition ; and we have great doubts concerning
the exiftence of Chillige the fon of Eaphs, being perfuaded that this
jdle ftory took its rife from the natural vanity of nations, in tracing

themfelves back to remote antiquity.
This tribe however, as we have already obferved, inhabited the
mountains of Ghor and Ghirgiftan, and were a brave and hardy, though

+ Japhet, the fon of Noah.
barbarous
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barbarous race. They make a bufinefs of war, and always ferved as :i-_T‘- 1288.
mercendaries any power that chafe to employ them. The father of
that Shaifta Chan, who mounted the throne of Delhi, was :,_;hu ith.

He was onie of thofe fbldiers of fortine, who {fubfift by the (word; and e
raifed himfelf to fome rank, in the army of Sultan Balin. His fonFirofe : . »
being'a man of genius,’ was -.'.:pnointcci to the government of Samana, Al ]
He was called from thence, as before related, and nfurped the empire. l_i i
He referved for fome months, the young Prince Keiomours, as i il;g'j'im-_ :
a ' cloak' to’ his villainy'; ‘and having efl flablithed himfelf upon the He murders il
throne, he ordéred him' to'be put to death.  He was feventy years ufe:-r.v.'.-'. g
age whenhe mounted the Mufnud. Firofe, by way of plainnefs, chan- fult

ged the royal umbrella from red to white ; laid entirely afide his cru-
elty, ‘after the death of ‘the young Prince ; and became remarkable

for his humanity and benevolence.

He had no great confidence in the loyalty of the people of Delhi, and p.sa.. o

i "_'_',-Iil :-'.

therefore refided always at Kilogurry, which he ftrengthened with ™

works, and adorned with fine gardens, and beautiful walks by the [ i
fide of the river, The Omrahs following the Sultan’s example, i

L L]
built palaces around, {o that Kilogurry became known by the name ’ L

of the new city.

Egherifh Chan, the “ultan’s brother, was appointed Ariz Mumalick, Confers ho.
or receiver-general of all petitions to the throne ; and the Rs;mgror’s || H
eldeft fon was dignified with the ftitle of Chan Chanan+: The
fecond fon, with the title of Arkali Chan; and the third w:th that
of Kuder Chan, They had all governments conferred upon them, e
and maintained feparate” houofehol’s. Chaja Chatire was ::',1:1-45:*.[;‘:} H W
Vizier, and the old chief magifirate of the ci Malleck ul Omr: v
Fuchir ul dien, was continued in his office.

The citizens of Delhi perceiving the wildom, lenity, and jultice geut. arer

of the King, were graduzlly weaned from their attachment to the old #or¢
¢ Lord of Ia\.'.'g:--
Vor. 1. Hh
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family, and became friends and fupporters of the new government,
The Sultan himfelf was at much pains to cultivate popularity, and
for that purpofe he gave great encouragement to the learned of that
age, who, in return, offered the incenfe of Ill‘,tt:i!’:..’ at the altar of
his fame. In the fecond year of Firofe, Malleck Chidju, nephew
to Sultan Balin, and the Nabob of Kuarrah, in alliance with Halim
Chan, Nabob of Qud, affumed the enligns of royalty, and flruck
the currency of the country in his own name, which he changed to that
of Moghiz uldien. He brought over to his party all the Rajas and Ja-

gierdarsof thofe parts, and, raifing a great army, advanced towards Delhi.

Advices of this infurretion arriying in the capital, the Sultan col-
lefted his forces, and marched out to meet the rebels. He fent the
Chilligian cavalry, who excelled at the bow, a few miles in his front,
under the command of Arkilli Chan his own fon. Arkilli encoun-
tering the enemy about twelve crores from the city, after an obfti-
nate engagement, defeated them. He took feveral Omrahs prifo-
ners in the purfuit, whom he mounted upon camels, with branches
hung round their necks; and in that plight fent them to the Sultan.
When he faw them in this diftrefs, he immcdiate]y ordered them to be
unbound, to have a change of linen given them, and an clegant en-
tertainment to be provided. He called them before him, and repeat-
ed a verfe to this purpofe, ¢ That evil for evil was eafily returned,
but he only was great who could return good for evil.” = He then or-

dered them to retire, in full affurance of his forgivenefs,

Malleck Chidju, fome days after, was taken by the Zemindars,
and {ent prifoner to the King. Inftead of condemning him to death,
as was expected, the Sultan gave him a free pardon, and fent him to
Moultan, where he had a handfome appointment for life, as prifo-
ner at large. This lenity of the King, gave great umbrage to the
Omrahs of Chillige, who addrefled him vpon the occafion, and advi-
fed him to purfue the policy of Sultan Balin, who never pardon-
ed atraitor. They defired,- that, at lealt, a needle thould be

iJ::.jIL'd
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paffed through the eyes of Malleck Chidju, to be an example to . D-
Higer. 63,

others. 1f that was not done, they averred, that treafon would {oon
raife its head in every quarter of the cmp:n:; and, fhould the Turks
once gain the fuperiority, they would not leave the name of Chillige
in Hindoftan. = The King anfwered, that what they {aid was ce: ‘taln-

l:, qLLDtdlwr to the true p{)llw of government ; but, my friends, L*n.

he, I am now an old man, and I with to go down to the grave w 'r11~ ths

out {hedding blood.

This behaviour of the Sultan, it muft be acknowledged, had foon
the effe&t which the Chilligian chiefs forefaw. Clemency is a virtue
which defcends from God, but the degenerate children of Hind did not
deferveit. 'Fhere was no {ecurity to be found in any place: Thcﬂg?ﬁﬂ'?i?_"-j 3
{treets, the highways, were infefted by bandatti. Houfe- breaking, S e
robbery, murder, and every other {pecies of villainy, became a bufi-
nefs all over the empire. Infurreftions were heard of in every pro-
vince, numerous gangs of robbers ftopt all commerce and intercourfe,
and the Nabobs refufed or neglected to fend any account of their reve-

nues or adminiftration.

Thr: O;“]J["'.['I. g Clr C]ll”]f‘"ﬂ were ':F'{'."nl \’ I."l“".l'!ﬂd it lhf_‘!"c P'I'{!CCCdiHE_EF_, The Omrahs

C

engthen the tongue of reproach J*""ljllﬂ their ‘:m'crc]gn. B

and began tol
They even began to confult about depofing him, and to raife Malleck
Tage ul dien Kugi, who was a man of influence, courage, and refo-
lution, to the throne. For this purpoﬁr they met one day, at an
entertainment in his houfe; but having intoxicated themfelves with
wine, they began Upf.:‘.":l'-: to talk of affaffinating the emperor, < quarrel-
ing about w hich of them fhould have the honour of that undertaking.
While -they were in this fituation, one of the company privately
withdrew, and running to the Sultan, repeated very circumflantially
every particelar of what he had heard. The Sultan immediately or-
dered a guard to furround the houfe, who having feized the

Hh =z
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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

brought them all before him., He upbraided them with their trea-
on, hedrew his fword, and throwing it down upon the ground,.

a

challenged the boldeft of them to wicld it again® him. But they
fell upon their faces, and remained filent and confounded. One of
them however, whofe name was Malleck N uferit, was gifted with
more impudence than the reft, and told the King, that ‘¢ the words
of drunkennefs were but wind : Where can weever find b good and.
gracious a King, if you fhould be no more? Or where can the King
get fo faithful fervants, were he to condemn us for a little unguarded
folly ¢ '

The unguarded Prince was pleafed with this, and fmiling, called.
for wine, and gave him another cup: with: his own hand. He then

upbraided the reft for their condu&, advifed them to behave hetter
for the future, and difmified them all with his pardon. 4

The execution of a Dirvefh is one of the moft remarkable events
in this reign. The name of the Dirvefh was Seid Molah, and the
whole affair has been thus delivered down in hiftory.

Malleck ul Omrah Fuchir ul dien Cutwal, dying about this time,
all the great men, who by his intereft, held. Jagiers and places at
court, were deprived of them, and reduced to want. Among other
dependants of the venerable Cutwal #, that became deftitute by his
death, were twelve thoufand readers of the Coran -+, and fome thou-
fands of his Sipais and fervants. All thefe turned their face towards
Seid Molah for their maintenance.

This Seid Molah was a venerable fage, in a mendicant drefs, who
travelled from Girjan towards the eaft, where he vifited various

* Chief magiftrate of the city.
t+ Each of thefe was obliged to read the Coran over once a day.

countries,
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countries, and men famous for piety and knowledge. He then turn-

ed his face towards Hindoftan, to vifit Shiech Ferid ul dien Shucker-

’ :.__‘;L]’.].-'

a famous poet and philofopher of that age, with whom he re-

- ¥
fided, fome time, in-great friendfhip. H-..t in the reign of Sultan
Balin, having aninclination to fee Dd ,» he took leave of his friend,
who advifed him to cultivate no intimacy with the great men of the

o2
oh

court,’ otherwife it would prove fatal to him in the end.

Seid Molah arriving at Delhi, fet up a great academy and houfe of ar

entertainment for travellers, fakiers and the poor of all denomina-
Th

the Mahomme

tions, turning none away from his door. ery

-1tg‘51 he was v

religious, and brought up in an faith, yet he fol-

lowed fome particular tencts of his own, fo thathe never attended
and

lived upon rice only; yet his expences in {-hm'It}r were fo great, that,

public worthip. He kept no women nor flaves for- himfelf,

as he never accepted of any prefents, men were aftonithed whence
his finances -were fupplied,. and actually believed, that he pofiefied
Upon the death of

and more in beftowing great fums

the art of tranfmuting other metals into gold.
Sultan Balin he launched out more
in charity, and expended a princely -revenue in his'entertainments,
which were now frequented by all the great men of the city ; for he
made nothing of throewing three or four thoufand pieces

In ﬂjl.'rl't

the Plnlf.._'a of

of gold into
he bofom of a noble El!ﬂi.!:," in diftrefs.

th

magnificence in his fealts than any of the empire.

His charity was fo unbounded, that he expended ‘daily, upon the
poor, a thoufand maunds of flower,
eighty maunds of fugar, befides
The mob,
was almoft impolj;b.c to pafs that way.
and a
court reforted to him with all their retinues,
and

five hundred maunds of meat,

e

rice;

at leng

oil, ‘butter and necef-

other

L8

{aries in proportion. gth, crouded his gates in

that
the mean time, the fons of the Emperor

5

fuch numbers, it In
1

11 the princes of the

and {pent whole days

nigh

ts in innocent feftivity and phiiu{bplﬁfnl conver{atior

Alter

i
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ke di{.dn';cd more
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A. Dirzgo. After the death of Fuchir ul dien Cutwal, the Dirvefth ftretched
:
forth his hand to his numerous dependants, and fupported them in

plenty and eafe.

In the mean time, Cafi Jellal ul diep, a man of an intriguing
turbulent difpofition, wrought himfelf into' the favour and confi-
dence of Seid Molah, and being endued with art and plaufibility of
tongue, began to infpire the philofopher with ambitious views, He
told him that the people looked upon him as fent by God to deliver
the kingdom from the tyranny and eppreflion of the Chilligies, and
to blefs Hindoftan with a.wife and juft government.

Afpires tothe -~ Lhe philofopher, in fhort, fuffered his imagination to be deluded

e by the fplendid. ideas of royalty, and, privately began to beftow titles

and offices upon his difciples, and to take other meafures to execute
Confires his defigns. He engaged Beregin Cutwal and Heitai Palwan, two
]G:gm the ‘of his pa articular friends, to join: in the hmga retinue on frida lay as

he went to the public mofque, and to affaflinate him; while he
himfelf prepared about ten thoufand of his adherents to fupport liis
ufurpation. Butone of his followers, under(landing that fome others
of lefs merit than himfelf were appointed to be his fuperiors, be-
came difgufted, went privately to the King, and difclofed to him
every: particular of the confpiracy.
Heis feized, 1 he King ordered Seid Molah and Jellal ul dien to be imme-
diately feized and brought before him for examination. But they
I*.-L-:':':.-."Ecd in their innocence, and no other witnefs appeared againft
them, which rendering the accufation doubtful, the Sultan ordered
a great fire to be prepared in the field-of Bahapeor, that they might
be put to the ordeal trial. He himfelf marched out of the city to
fee the ceremony performed, and ordered a ring to be made round
the pile. The fire being kindled, the Sultan commanded Séid
Mula

r.‘I

w; .

W{
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- —— . _ ATy 1anm TR
Mola and the two aflafins to be brought, that they might walk -l";.]"

through the flames to prove their innocence. Having faid their
orayers they were juft going to plunge into the fire, when the Sul-
= Yy - : ] ; ” - . . # - :I‘ -4

tan ftopped them fhort, and turning to his minifters, faid, ¢ that '--ﬂ’ir i
1 r 4

the nature of fire was to confume, paying no refpect to the righte-

ous more than to the wicked, Befides, faid he, it is«contrary to the

Mahommedan law to practife this heathenifh fuperftition.” (1
AR |
iipeuts AN

He therefore ordered Cafi Jellal to Budaoon, and Seid Molah to Ordered 10 ikl ™
perpetual 1m- well !
HR T

be thrown ioto chains in a vault under the palace, and the two men pifonment.
who were to perpetrate the affaflination to be put to death.  He, at
the fame time, banifthed a number of thofe who were fufpected of the
confpiracy. When they were carrying Seid Molah through the
court to his prifon; the King pointed him out to fome Collinders
who ftood near him, and faid, ¢ Beho!d the man who was project-
ing fuch evil againft us! I therefore leave him to be judged by you,
according to his deferts.”

At the word, a Collinder whofe name was Beri, ftarted forth,
and running towards the prifoner began to cut him with a razor.
The unfortunate Dirveth told him to be more expeditious in {end-
ing him to God. He then addrefled himfelf to the King, who was
looking over the balcony, and faid, I am rejoiced that you have
thought of putting a period to my life; yet to diftrefs the pious and
the innocent is an evil, and be affured that my curfe will lic heavy
upon you and your unfortunate pofterity.. The King hearing thefe

words, became penfive and perplexed. |

Iis fon Arkilli Chan, who
hated Seid Molah for the great intimacy between him and his elder
brother Chan Chanan, feeing the Emperor’s irrefolution, beckoned
to an elephant rider, who ftood in the court mounted, to advance,
which accordingly he did, and commanded his elephant to

Seid Molah to death.
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Zea‘ul dien Birni, in his hiftory of Firoze Shaw, informs as thit

he himfelf was at that time in Dethi, and that, immediately upon

the death of Seid Molah, a black whirl-wind arefe, which for the

{pace of half an hour, changed day’ into night, drove the people in
the ftrects againft one another, fo that they could fearce grope their
way to their own habitations. The fame atithor relates, that no
rain fell in thefe provinces during that year, 'and "the confequence
was a moft terrible famine, by which thoufands daily died in the
ftreets and highways ;. while whole families drowned themfelves in
the river. But thefe were the throes of nature, and not the rage

of the elements for Seid Molah. This event happened in the year

6go, and the lofs of the Dirvefh was much regretted, . for many
believed him entirely innocent of the charge.
The good The profperity of -the King began vifibly to decline, for every
:I“":::’_ the day new fations and difputes arofe, which greatly difturbed his ad-
clings, minifiration. Private misfortunes prefled hard upon him at the fame

time ; among the number of which was the madnefs of his eldeft
fon Chan Chanan, heir apparent of the empire. No medicines could

cure that prince, and the diftemper hourly gaining ground foon ter-

miunated in his death.

He marches  The King, after the deceafe of his fon, marched his army towards
'_;:,-.:(,m“m_ Rintimpore to quell an infurrefion in th {e parts. He left his {on

Arkilli Chan to manage affairs in his abfence. The enemy having
retired into the fort of Rintimpore, and the King having reconnoitered
the place, defpaired of reducing it. He marched towards a fmall
fort called Jain, which he took, then hrca!(ing down the temnples-
of Malava, plundered them of fome wealth and again returned to
Rintimpore. - He fummoned the fort 4 fecond time to furre; 'er, but
finding the rebels paid no attention to his threats, he gave orders to

unpdermine the walls, Ie however changed his refolution, and

decamped,
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decamped, faying,. thas he found the place could not be taken with- !
out the lofs of 'manylives, and therefore that he would lay afide his
defigns againft it. Mallgele Amed Chip, who was one of the pil-
lars of therempire; replied; that Kings in the time of wrar, (heuld
make no account of thofe things; when compelled to it'by juftice and
the neceflity of fupporting their authority, which was now plainly
the cafe. The King; in wrath, atked himy how he came to think
that thefe were not his fentiments ;. *¢ but I-have often, faid he, told
you, that now being on’the btink of the grave, 1 am unwilling to
entail the curfe-of widows and erphans upon the reign of a few
days.,” Hetherefore continued his march to Delhi.

-

In the year 6g1, one of the kinfinen of Hallacu Chan #, .invaded

Hindoftan with ten tomans 4 of Moguls. The Sultan having ;.-

received advices of the approach of the enemy, colle®ed his army
and moved forward to oppofe them, ' When he reached the frontiers
of Biraam, hefaw. the Moguls in front beyond a {mall river.  Both
armies encamped for: the fpace of five days upon either fide of this
ftream, ‘during which time - their advanced pofts {kirmifhed fre-
quently, and many were killed.

The armies at laft, by mutual confent, pitched upon an extenfive
plain where they -might have room to contend for the viétory.
Accordingly on the fixth morning they drew ‘up in order of battle,
and clofed up the dreadful interval of ‘war. . The Moguls, after an
obftinate conteft were everthrown, many of their chiefs killed, and E?::::I:;ﬂ
about a thoufand men taken prifeners. Among the latter were two tan.
Omrahs and feveral officers of rank, ‘The Sultan, notwithftanding
this vi€ory was afraid to purfue it, and offered them peace, upon

condition of their evacuating his dominions. They accordingly

* ‘Grandfon of Zingis Chan, and King of Perfia.

+ A Toman conflifted of 10,000 men.

Vor. L. Ii gladly
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'D-_ 'g“‘ gladly accepted of thofe terms, and prefents were exchanged between
them, When the Moguls were retreating, Allaghu Chan, grandfon
to the great Chingez Chan, joined the Sultan with three thoufand
men. They all became Muffulmen, and their chief was honoured
with one of the Sultan’s daughters.in marriage.

Arkili chan  The King, about this time, appointed his fon- Arkilli Chan, vice-
roy of Lahore, Moultan and Sind, with whom he left a ftrong
force, and returned himfelf to his capital. Fo Allaghu Chan and the
reft of the Moguls who had now become true believers, wasallotted a

made pover=
nor of La-
hote,

certain diftrict near the city, where they built for themfelves
houfes, and raifed a confiderable town, known by the name of
Mogulpurra.

In the year 692, the Sultan was under the neceffity of marching
his army again to quell an, infurre@ion. about Mindu, which fort
The expedi- he took, and put the enemy to flights  Inthe mean time; Malleck Alla
uons of Alla 11 dien, the King’s nephew, and governor of Kurrah, requefted to be
permitted to march againft the Hindoos of Belfa who infefted his pro«
vince. Having obtained leave, he marched thefame yearto Belfa, which
he took, and having pillaged the country returned with much fpoil,
part of which was fent as a prefent to the Sultan:; among other
things there was a large brazen idol, which was thrown down, by
the Budacon-gate. = The Sultan was greatly pleafed with the fuccefs
and behaviour of Alla ul-dien upon this expedition, for which he
rewarded him with princely prefents, and annexed the fubadary of
Oud to his former government of Kurrah.

Alla ul dien, uvpon this preferment, acquainted the King. that
there were fome Rajas of great wealth towards Chinderi, whom, if
the Sultan fhould give him permiffion, he would reduce to his obe-
dience, and fend their fpoils to the royal treafury, The King,

3 : through
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; i
through covetoufnefs; ‘confented  to this propofal, to which Alla ul A Ry i I;
dien was moved by the violent temper of his wife Mallike Jehan s
the Sultan’s daughter; ‘who threatened his life. ‘To avoid therefore
her refentment and that of her father, he looked round for fome s
remote country which ‘might afford him an afylom. Accordingly, Marches into Hipe
in the year 693, he took leave of the Sultan at Delhi, and proc‘eedingm =g
towards Kurrah, took many. chiefs of diftinction rinto his’ fervice:
He marched with eight thoufand chofen horfe, by the neareft road
again®t Ramdeo, Raja of the Decan, who pofiefied the wealth of a

long feries of Kings.

Alla ul dien, arriving upon'the frontiers of the Decan, prefled for- A
ward againft the capital of Rumdeo’s dominions, which, not being g
fortified, he was in hopes of furprizing. Though this attempt
feemed too bold to be attended with' fuccefs, yet he perfifted in his
refolution, and by furprizing marches reached Elichpoor, where he -
made a fhort halt to refrefh his fmall army. He marched from
thence with equal expedition, towards Deogire the capital.  Intelli-
gence of Alla’s progrefs coming to the Raja, who, with his fon, had
been abfent upon fome fervice in a diftant part of his dominions, he
returned with great cxpeditién to intercept the enemy with a nume-
rous army. He accordingly threw himfelf between Alla and the city,
engaged him with confummate bravery, but in the end he was de- Overthrows L |

: Bamdeo. .
feated with great lofs, R

This expedition is otherwife recorded by the author of the Tibcat anoher ac-
count of this
expedition,

Nafiri. Alla ul dien, fays that writer, left Kurrah on pretence
of hunting, and having pafled through the territories of many
petty Rajas, avoided all hoftilities, giving out ‘that he had left the
Emperor in difguft, and was going to offer his fervices to the Raja
of the Tillingas Ram Chunder, who was the moft powerful King
in the Decan. Accordingly, after two months march, he arrived

112 without
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without ahy remarkableoppofition-at Elichpoor, from whence, at once
changing his courfe, he decamped: ini-the night, and‘in two days
furprized the: city of Deogire the scapital of Ramdeo.  The Raja
himfelf was in the city, but his' wife:and his eldeft fon had gone to
worfhip at:a. certain temple without the walls,

Ramdeo, upon the approach of Alla, was in the greateft confler-
nation. He however colleéted three:or four: thoufand citizens' and
domefticks; engaged Allacul.dien at one of the! gates of ‘the city,
but being defeated, retired into the citadel. This fort having mo
ditch, and not being ftored with provifions, he had no hopes of de-
fending it long. Ala ul dien immediately invefted the place. In
the mean time he gave out, that he was only the van- guard of the
Emperer’s army, who were on-full march to the place. This ftruck
univerfal terror intoall the Rajas round, who, infteadiof joining for
the general fafety, began to fecure themfelves. Alla ul dien having
pillaged the city and feized upon the merchants, brahmins and prin-
cipal inhabitants, tortured them for their wealth ; while he at the
fame time carried on the fiege of the citadel.

Ramdeo feeing he mult foon be obliged to yield, and imagining
that the: Emperor intended to make a general conqueft of the Decan,
endeavoured to procure a peace before any. other forces arrived,. He
therefore wrote after this manner to Alla,

‘¢ Your invafion of this country was certainly impolitic and: rafh,
but fortunately for you, having found the city unguarded, you have
been permitted to range at large. It is however ! poflible that the
Rajas of the Decan, who command innumerable armies, may yet
furround you, and not permit one of your people to‘efcape from our
dominions alive., Suppofing even: that you fhould be able to retreat
from hence undifturbed, arenot the Rajas of Malava, Candez and

6 Gundwarra
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Gundwarra in your way, who have each armies of forty or fifty
thoufand men # Do you hope they will permit you to efcape unmo-

léfted; after this perfidions attack on- their brethren, in religion and gamaeq pro-

pofes terms of

Gods ? It is therefore advifeable for you to retire in time, by accepting
a:{mall reward, and what {poil you have already got, to indemnify

you for your expence and labour.”

Malleck ‘Alla ul dien was very glad to accept of thofe propofals,
and having received fifty maunds of gold, a large quantity of pearls
and jewels, fifty elephants, and fome thoufand horfes, which were
taken in the Rajas tables, he releafed his prifoners, and promifed to
abandon'the place in the morning of the fifteenth day, from his firft
crtrance.

But when Alla was preparing to retreat, the Razja’s eldeft {fon, who
hiad fled with his mother, on the firft appearance of the imperial
troo ps, to colleét forces, advanced with a numerous army, within a
few miles of the city. Ramdeo fent a meflage to his fon, inform-=
ing him, that - peace was concluded,' and whatever was done, was
done. He therefore ordered him not to open again the door of dif-
turbance, for that he perceived the Turks were a warlike race, whofe
peace was better than their war.  The young Prince however, un-
derftanding that his army was thrice the number of the enemy, and
exjaf&ing hourly to be joined by other Rajas, with numerous forces,
liftened not to the commands of his father, but wrote to Alla ul dien

inithefe terms: :

‘¢ If you have any love for life, and defire fafety, ruth out of this Hi

horrible whirlpool, into which you have plunged yourfelf, Whae-'

ever you have plundcrcd and received, you muft return, and take

yous way homeward, rejoicing in your happy efcape.”
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Alla ul dien, upon reading this infolent letter, kindled the fire of
rage, and blackening the face of the meflenger, hooted him out of
thecity. Heleft Malleck Nuferit to inveft the citadel with a thou-
fand horfe, and immediately marched with the reft of his army, to
attack the Raja’s fon, and drew upin the front of his camp.

The Hindoo did not decline the offered battle. He drew forth
his numerous {quadrons, and the battle commenced ‘with fuch vio-
lence, that the {tout heart of Alla ul dien began to quake for the
victory: His troops began to fall back on all fides. In the mean
time Malleck Nuferit having learned by his fcouts, the fituation of
affairs, left the citadel without orders, and galloping up to the field
of battle, with his thoufand horfe, changed the fortune of the day.
The duft having prevented the enemy from difcovering the force of
Nulerit, fome perfon cried out, that the Turkith army, of whom
they had been told, was arrived. ‘This {pread inflantly a panic through
the Hindoo ranks, and they at once turned their face to flight. Alla
ul dien did not think proper to purfue them far, but immediately
returned into the city, and invefled the citadel.

A fcene of cruelty and horror now commenced. The Turks, en-
raged at the perfidy of the Hindoos, for their breach of the treaty,
began to fpread fire and {ord through the city ; from which no dif-
cipline could reftrain them. Several of the Raja’s kindred, who had
been taken prifoners, were in chains, thrown down in fight of the
enemy. The Raja, in the mean time, fent exprefs upon exprefs, to
haften the fuccours which he expected from the Raja of Kilbirga,
Tillingana, Malava, and Candez : but was informed, that there re-
mained no provifions in the place, for that a great number of bags, in
which they had reckoned upon rice, had been found, upon exami-
nation, to be f{alt,

The
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The Raja was greatly perplexed ; he commanded that this fhould l‘ D. 1293
{iper. g7.
be concealed from the troops, and began a fecond time to propofe a The Raatn

ca ofs.
treaty with Alla ul dien. HIEREER

« It muft be known to you, faid the Raja, O ! my lord, that YOUT pooofes .
well-wither, Ramdeo, had no hand in the late quarrel. If my fon, terms
in the way of folly, and the pride of youth, exalted the fpear of
valour and hoftility, let not your refentment be kindled againft me for

his rathnefs.”

Ramdeo told the meflenger privately, that there was no provifions el
in the place, and that if the enemy fhould perfift a few days, they :IF
muft be informed of their diftrel$, which would inevitably bring on
the ruin of the whole. For, faid the Raja, {uppofing we fhould be
able to hold out the place againft the affaults of the enemy, yet famine
cannot be withftood ; and there is now fcarce fix days provifion left.
Ufe then every art, and take any means, to perfuade the army of
Iflam #, to evacuate the country.

But Malleck Alla ul dien, from the behaviour of Ramdeo, per- A peace cos- [
ceived the true caufe of his propofals, and therefore ftarted every day slidecs '
fome new difficulty to retard the treaty, till the garrifon was in the
utmoft diftrefs. But at length it was concluded, according to our
author, upon the following almoft incredible terms ; that Alla ul
dien fhould receive, upon confideration of evacuating the country,
fix hundred maunds, of pure gold, according to the weights of the
Decan §, feven maunds of pearl, two maunds of diamonds, rubies,
emeralds, and fapphires, one thoufand maunds of filver, four thou-
fand pieces of filk, and a long lift of other precious commodities that
furpafs all belief. This ranfom was not only required, but alfo the

ceflion of Elichpoor, and its dependancies, where Alla might leave

4+ That is the Mahommedans.
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a fmall garrifon to colleét the revenues, which fhould remain there

unmolefted.

Malleck Alla ul dien, having fettled affairs to his fatisfaction, re-
leafed all his prifoners, and marched in trinmph out of the city with
his plunder, and proceeded on his way homeward, on the twenty-fifth
day after his taking the city. He conducted his retreat with fuch'fur-
prizing addrefs, that he opened his way through extenfive and power-
ful kingdoms; through Malava, Conduana, Candez, and others,
though he was furrounded by numerous armies, who admiring his
order and refolution, made but faint and irrefolute attacks, which
{erved only to adorn his triumph. “We may here juftly remark, .that
in the long volumes of hiftory, there is fcarcely any thing to be com-
pared to this exploit, whether we regard the refolution in forming
the plan, the boldnefs of the execution of it, or the fortune which
attended the attempt. = We cannot help to lament, that 2 man form-
ed for fuch great exploits, fhould not be actuated by better motives

than rapine, violence, and the thirft of gain.

‘When Allaul dien marched to Deogire, all cemmunication with
Kurrah bzing ftopt, no news was heard of him for fome nmnth-s_l
The puribn, whom he left his deputy, to make the King eafy, wrote,
that he had accounts of his being bufy in the conqueft of Chinderi,
and amufed him every day with falfe intelligence. 'But as the King,
for the fpace of fix months, had received no letters from under his
own hand, he began to fufpett treafon ; and in the year 695, under a
pretence of hunting, ordered out his retinue, and proceeded towards
Gualier, where he encamped, and built a Choultry, infcribing a
verfe to this purpofe, over the door—--¢ 1 who prefs with my feot
the celeftial pavement, what fame can T acquire by a heap of ftones
and mortar ? No! I have joined thefe broken flones together, that,

perhaps,
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perhaps, under their fhade, the weary traveller, or broken-hearted, !

may find repofe.”

In the mean time Firofe Shaw received private intelligence, that Aita of dien
Alla ul dien had conquc:'cd Deogire, and had acquired there fuch |
wealth, as had never been poflefled by an Emperor of Delhi, and ™"
that he was now upon his march towards Kurrah. The King was
greatly pleafed with this intelligence, and reckoned upon the fpoil,
as if already in his own treafury. But men of more wifdom thought
otherwife, anfljuﬂlyCenf‘.ndml, that it was not to fill the royal cof-
fers, as Alla ul dien, without the King’s authority, had undertaken
fuch a daring expedition. They however waited to fee the event,
without informing the King of their fufpicions. The King having
one day affembled his council, and told them, ‘that Alla ul dien was
now on his march to Kurrah with immenfe plunder, requefted their

" . 1 . conlo ;
advice whether it was moft prudent to remain where he was, and iouncil con

cerning Alla,

command Alla to his prefence, to march towards him, or to return

to Delhi.

Malleck Ahmed Chip, who was renowned for his wifdom and pene-
tration, exprefled his fofpicions to the King, in a rational and plaufible
manner. He advifed the Sultan, at the fame time, to advance with
his army towards Chinderi, and to encamp in the way between Alla 1y = e
ul dien and Kurrah. This, faid he, will difcover Alla’s intentions, :"}D‘;:i' opi-
before he has time to augment his army. Ahmed Chip added fur~
ther, ¢ that, upon the appearance of the imperial army, it was highly
probable, that the troops of Alla ul dien, being laden with {poil,
and within their own country, would not chufe to hazard the lofs of
it by an action ; but would rather endeavour to fecure their wealth
among the mountains. That, by this means, Alla ul dien would be
deferted by the greateft part of his {mall army, which would oblige
him to think of nothing but peace, and to lay all his wealth at the

o

Vor. L Kk foot
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foot of the throne. . That the King in that cale might take all the
gold, jewels, and elephants, permitting him to retain the remain-
der for himfelf, and either leave him his government, or carry him

to Delhi, according to the royal pleafure.”

Malleck Fuchier ul dien Kudgi, though he was fenfible of the
prudence of this advice, yet turning his eyes upon the Emperor, he
perceived he did not at all approve of it ; and therefore began to this
effet: “ The news of Alla ul dien’s return, the amount of his
plunder, and the truth of his conqueft, has not yet been confirmed but
by flying reports, which we all know are often vague and extrava-
gant. Suppofing even that this account is true, 1s it not natural to
imagine, that when he fhall hear of the approach of the imperial ar-
my, that the fear of falfe accufation, or evil defigns againft him,
will prevail on him to retreat among the mountains ? From whence,
as the rainy feafon is at hand, it will be impoffible to diflodge him.
Let us not therefore caft off our thoes, before we reach the river, but
wait till Alla thall arrive at Korrah., If then it (hall appear; that he
cherifhes his treafonable views, one affault of the imperial army will

crufl his ambition.”

Malleck Ahmed Chip, having heard this perfidious advice, was
kindled into generous refentment, and replied ; ¢ The time pafles,—
As foon as Alla ul dien fhall have efcaped us, will ke not proceed by
the way of Oud to Lucknouti, where his treafure will foon enable
him to raife foch an army as neither you nor I will be able to oppofz ?

O fhame ! that men fhould know better, yet not have the honefty to

give {alutary advice.”

The Sultan was difpleafed with thofe words, and f{poke thus to the
Omrahs who ftood near him. ¢ Malleck Chip does always ill effices
to Alla ul dien. He endeavours to raife my {ufpicion and refent-

ment
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ment againft him 3 but fueh private ‘rancour fhall have no ' we *ht A U 120

with'the King ; I am fo well affured of the loyalty of Malleck Alla
ul dien, whom I have nurfed in my bofom, that I thould fooner be-

lieve teeafon in my fon than in him.”

Malleck Alimed, upon this, fhut the door of argument, and, rifi
with fome emotion, walked out, ftriking ore hand upon the ot'n.r::'
and repeating a verle to this purpofe. = When the fun of profperity
is eclipfed, noadvice can enlighten the mi ind.” The King beftow-

ing great commendations on Kudgi, marched back with his army to

Delhi,

ot many days afier the Sultan's arrival, the addrels of Alla ul Alia ol dien's

qm " ||'
dien was brought to him, fett ing forth, that ¢ he was the King's pemge to
the h ing,

s

{1

{lave, and that all his own wealth was confecrated to him; that be-

ing wearied by a tedious march, he begged fome repofe at Kurrah,

That he intended to kifs the footftool of the throne, but that, know-

ing he had fome e enemies at court, who might have, in his abfence, de-

famedhim, and deprived him of his majefty’s favour, he, and the chicfs

who accompanied him in the expedition, in which he was fenfible
he had exceeded his orders, were apprehenfive that fome punifhment
might be inflitted upon them. That he therefore requefted to have
a letter of grace, to affure him and his followers of perfeét fafety, un-
der the royal prote@ion.” The King having received this addrefs,

exprefled great joy, and entirely laid afide all {ufpicions of Alla ul
r‘.icn. He ordered a letter full of kindnefs, and the moft folemn af= ;.4 4.

ceives the

furances of protetion, to be wrote to him, and difpatched by the g/ ="

hands of two mefiengers of diftintion.

. x ¥ . % =%,
In the mean time Alla ul dien was prepanng to retreat to Bengal. Ata prepares
Fe was now joined by all the Zemins dars of the neighbouring diftricts, Bl
JEDEAL

ted themfelves under his fortunate banners, The meffen-
Kka2 oers
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gers perceived plainly his intentions, but they were detained, and
watched f{o ftrictly, that they eould fend no advices to 'the King.
Malleck Almafs, who was alfo fon in law and nephew to Saltan
Firofe, in the mean time received advices from his brother Alla
ul dien, ¢ That it was now become public at Kurrah, that the King-
intended certainly to takehislife, for proceeding to Deogire contrary to
his orders. ‘That he repented the occafion, and had taken his Ma-
Jefty's difpic:a{'urc, which to him was worfe than death, fo much to
heart, that he was afraid excefs of forrow would put an end to his
melancholy life : He therefore requefted, that his brother {hould in-
form him, before the King put his defign in execution, that he might

either take poifon, or look out for a place of fecurity.”

Letters to the fame purpofe were, day after day, wrote to his bro-
ther, Almafs Beg, who being: in the plot, was conftantly at court, and
fhewed them to the King, feemingly diftracted, left his brother fhould
lay violent hands upon himfelf, or fly his country. He ufed a thoufand
delufive arts to inveigle the King, who no lefs feared the lofs of the
treafure than his nephew’s life, to Kurrah, The old man, atlaft, took
the golden bait, and embarked with a thoufand horfe, and a fmall
retinue, on the Ganges, ordering Malleck Ahmed Chip to follow

with the army by land.

Alla vl dien, hearing of the Sultan’s departure from Delhi, croffed
the Ganges with his army, and encamped near Mannickpoor, upon
the oppofite bank. When, upon the feventeenth of Ramzaan, the
Sultan’s umbrella appeared in fight, Alla ul dien drew out his army,
on pretence of doing him honeur, and fent his brother Almafs Beg,
who had come on before to concert meafures to introduce the King
into camp. This artful traitor reprefented to the Sultan, that if he
thould take the thoufand horfe with him, Alla ul dien might be
alarmed ; for that fome bad people had confirmed him fo ftrongly

1k
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:i his fears, thatall he could fay to him was not {ufficient en txrmy

to expell his fufpicions,

The poor old King fufpecting nothing of this horrid treachery, pefu

from a man whom he had cherifhed from his infancy in his 1‘-’}Lu!ﬂ,.l
gave into this propofal, He ordered a few of his fele& friends into his ‘

own boat, "and commanded the fleet to remain fome diftance behind.
When they came near the camp, Almafs Beg again opened. the
mouth of dciuﬁun, and told the King, that his brother feeing fo
many men in compleat armour, might poflibly be ftartled; that
therefore as he had taken fuch ridiculous notions into his head, which
no body could remove, it were better to avoid the leaft appearances
to favour them. The weak King might have feen that this wa

overdoing the matter, but perhaps he thought it now too late to
reveal his fufpicions, being near the fkirts of the camp, and that an
open confidence might be his beft fecurity. He therefore ordered all
his attendants to unbuckle their armour, and lay their weapons afide.
Malleck Charram, Vakicl of the Empire, oppofed this {tep w ith great

vehemence, for he plainly faw into the bottom of their perfidy. But
d,

the traitor had fuch a {oft and pehuhh;c tongue, thatat laft he yielde

though with great reludtance.

They had now reached the landing place, and 'Alla ul dien ap-
‘Dcﬂ.rul upon the bank with his attendants, whom he ordered to halt.
He him{elf advancing alone met the Sultan juft after he had landed
upon the beach; and fell down proftrate at his feet.. The old ma
in a familiar manner tapped him on the cheek, and railing him up,

embraced him, faying, * I who have brought you up from your in-

funcy, and cherifhed you with a fatherly affeétion, holding you
dearer in my fight, if poffible, than my own offspring, and who

ave not yet wafhed the odors of your infant {miles from my gar-
|

ments, how could you imagine I fhould entertain a thought to your

6
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- prejudice.”  Then taking him by the hand he was leading ‘him
g back iinto the royal barge, when the hard-hearted villain made a
1"1‘”1;;'1" fignal to his r-.ﬁ-_:-l'lms who ftood behind. Mamoed ben Salim rufhing
ST immediately forward, wounded the King with his fword in the fhoul-
der. | The unfortunate Monarch run  forward to gain the barge,
crying, “ Ah! wvillain Alla ul dien, what doft ‘thou?’ but before
he had reached the boat, another of the aflaffins whole name. was
Achtiar ul dien Hoor, coming up, feized the old man and throwing
him on the ground, b;li'l}.II'CIull} cut off his h“- d, jult as the fun

funk in the welt asif to avoid the horrid fight *,

&'

All his attendants were then murdered, They fixed the venerable
head of their lord upon the point of a pear, and carried it through
the camp and city, asa bloedy fpectacle to the gazing rabble. But
Reflexions the rabble were fhocked at the fight, and were heard to cry: “ Ee-
:Ef:ffhm hold the reward of him who fixeth his mind upon this perfidious
world : who nouritheth’ his relations ‘with ‘the blood of his liver, in
the arms of kindnefs, andin their gratitude confideth his ftrength.”

Alla ul dien immediately exalted the white umbrella over his own
head ; but the vengeance of heaven foon after fell heavy on all who
were concerned in the affaffination of the late King, They relate,
that when Alla ul dien vifited a reverend fage named Shech Karrick
Mudgzu, who is buried at Kurrah, and whofe tomb is held facred
to this day; he rofe from his pillow and repeated an extempore verfe
to the following purpofe : “ He cometh, but his head fhall fall in
the boat, and his body fhall  be caft into the Ganges ;" which they fay
was explained a few hours after by the death of the unfortunate
King, whofe head was thrown into the boat upon that occafion.
Themiferable Mamood, the fon of Salem, one of the affaflins, about a year after

d I
f:huﬂ:_.“c died of a horrid leprofy which diffolved the flefh piece by piece from

* He reigned {even years and fome months.
4 his
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