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- THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN

Pt s sl O N T,

IIlﬂO]} of SHERE SH aw, before his acceflion to the

"

imperial throne,

A.D 1 HE original name of Shere Shaw was Ferid. His father
lnr g J 4 ; ¥ - 5 - -
Shere Shaw’s was Haflin; of the Soor tribe of the Afchans of Roh. When
family, 7

L=

father of Shere Shaw, Ibrahim Scor, came to Delhi in quelt of mi
litary fervice.
of the AF

']'I:J.Eﬁ ;
Hoh. o language, fignifies a mountainous country. It extended, they fav,
in length, from Sewad and Bijore, to the town of Sui in the domi-
nions of Buckuraft, and in breadth, from Huflin Abdal to Rabul.
This traét, in its fertile vallies, contained many leparate tribes ;
the number of thefe was that of Scor, who derive themfelves from
the princes of Ghor. One of the fons of the Ghorian family,
whofe name was Mahummud Soor, having left his native coun-
try, placed himfelf among the Afghans of Roh, and was the father
of the tribe of Soor, which was cfleemed the nobleft among them.

Torahim Scor  Ibrahim Soer, arriving at Delhi, engaged himfelf in the fervice

]LJHU: " | of an omrah of the court of Beloli. When the empire fell to Se
cunder, Jemmal Chan an omrah was appointed fuba of Jionpoor,
who took Haflen, the fon of Ibrahim, in his retinue. He found
him a youth of parts, and favored him [ murh, that, in z {fhort

his fon Hafin time, he gave him the pergunnahs of Sehfarim and Chawaflpoor

;llal_.j:ns & - Tanda, in jagier, for which he was to maintain five hundred horfe,
Haflen had eight fons; Ferid and Nizim of one mother, of a Pa-

tan family ; the other fons were born of flaves

Hallen

Sultan Beloli placed his foot on the mufhud of empire, the grand-

he original feat of the Afghans was Roh. This word, in their

amaong
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d AD. 1
]|_r (8]
her fons.” Ferld, upon this, left his father’s houfe, and enlifted Ferid Hi
5 e e S g 2 E fron m his fa-
himfelf a foldier in the fervice of Jemmal Chan. Halfl [Ten wrote to thei’s hoefe,

Haflen had no great love for his wife, and he therefore ncgleﬂc

LT
A
"

Jemmal Chan * upon this oceafion,. requefting him to fend back his
fon, that he might be educated. But all \Emt Jemmal Chan could
{fay had no effeét upon Ferid. Jionpoor, he faid, was a better place
for inftruétion than Sehfaram; and he affirmed that he woald at-

tend to letters of his own accord. T}".i; he did to fo much purpofe, A

B 1 ~ 7 ¥ " 5 {ell Lu'ILl[LD-
that he foon could repeat the works of Shech 8adi, and was, be-

fides, a prof ficient 1n all the learning of the country. He, however,

{-:-:1-,-.‘.:_11..1;1_': 1",‘_:}:_'-{' of his time in hiftory and poetry, l,h_J,, 1':,1;*-]11}i'tc;d

reconciled:

our years had pafled, Haflen came to Jionpoor, ¢ i
3 '-LJE 15 Id=
LRET,

L
and, by the mediation of friends, the father and {fon were reconci- 1l
]

Haflen gave Ferid the charge of his jagier, and remained

- at Jionpoor. Ferid, when he took leave of his father, faid,

T'] 1 § R Bl [ RS o T T Aamarddem T iEs - =
« That the {tability of government L{L'i?;'_-h.cr_l On juitice, and that it

« would be his greateit care not to violate it, either by opprefling

“ the weak, or permitting the ftrong’ to infri .*”‘ the laws with im-

¢ punity.” When he arrived at his r, he actually put this re-

| o el S

iolution 1 praciice, DY rendering

to the poor, and reducing
to order fuch of his zemindars as oppofed his authority. He, by
this means, had his revenues punétually paid, and his country well
cultivated. His reputation grew apace; for all his a&ions difcovered

uncommon g« enius and I ution.

Haflin coming to vifit the pergunnahs, was extremely pleafed

with the management of his fon, and therefore continued him in his
office. But the father had a flave by whom he had three fons, So-
liman, Ahmed, and Mudda, and the old man was extremelv fond

: 3 fe s e EP R e L e el o (D S LR 2
of her. She told him, that now her fon Soliman was erown Lps
: 3

.
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Goes to

Apra,

The emperor
refales to
grant him his
father’s ja-
gier,

which, upon
his Father's
death, he ob-
tains,

A.D. tgyz.
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and that he ought to provide for him. She, day after day, conti-
nued to teaze Hafiin for the fuperintendency of  the pe: {

Soliman.. This gave the old omrah great concern, knowing the fu-

: 47
r that the domeflti

e |

perior abilities of Ferid. The fon, hea

tho el LD
the lihportunifics of nis

of his father was deftroyed, by

made a voluntary refignation of his truft, which was accc
- L.

conferred upon Seliman.

Ferid, and his brother Nizam, f{ct out immediately for Agra, and

entered into the fervice of Dowlat Chan, one of the principal om-
rahs of Sultan Ibrahim. Ferid, by his eood behavior; foon infi-

nuated himfelf into his mafter's affedtion. Dowlatdefired him, one

day, to tell him what he was moft defirous to obtain, and that he
would ufe his interelt with the fultan’ in his favor. Ferid replicd,
That his father was now in his dotage, and wholly guided by an art-
ful miftrefs, who had deprived both himfelf and his brether of their
patrimonial inheritance, and had procured their jagier for her own
fpurious offspring. That if Dowlat would, therefore, !1}' his interefl
at court, procure the jagier-fonnad in his name; he would promife -

to P]‘midu for his father, and maintain five hundred 5['—u:1 horfe: for

the fervice of the empire,

Dowlat Chan accordingly preferred this requett to the fultan, who

rcpficd, That he muft be a bad man indeed, who reviled and un-

dermined his own father. Dowlat Chan retired-in filence, and ac- |
qunintcd him of the anfwer he had received, but comforted Ferid,
by telling hin that he would take another opportunity to urge his
requeft. In the mean time, the fatherof Ferid died, and Dowlat
Chan obtained the emperor’s grant, with which the two brothers feg

out to Sehfaram with o grand retinue.

Soliman, upon the arrival of his brothers, evacuating. the country,
went off to Mahummud Chan Scor, who held the purgnnnah of

Chond,
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Chond, and kept up a force of fifteen hundred horfe, and com- -‘-H_f:- 54, !
plained of the behavior of Ferid. Mahummud Chan told him, His brother LT
that Baber, having invaded Hindoftan, a war between him and Sul- :;;L.;E::ﬂ of 'rn}'j-l_

y Ibrahim was unavoidable. That, therefore, if he fhould ac- ],L:1mu'::| '_:_.-I‘::'-
company him when called to the imperial army, he would endea- ' i
vor to get him redrefs. Soliman was too impatient to w rait {o long l

in fufpence. Mahummud Chan, therefore, fent a perfon to Ferid, Ay
to treat about a reconciliation, Ferid replied, That he was willing .
1o give him. a proper (hare of his father’s inheritance, but that he
muft be excufed from parting with any of his power; repeating, at
the fame time, the old adage, That two fiwotds could never reft in ”'.ﬁ

one fcabbard.

Soliman could not be fatisfied with fharing the government, and who forms fid ..:H
therefore nothing was (estled between the brothers. This irritated .“_-_Inﬂ‘.,:ﬂ- W '
Mahummud Chan fo much, that he refolved to compel him to the 1 |
sneafires which he himfelf had propofed. Ferid being informed of iﬁ!-!;_
this refolution, began to provide for his own {ecurity; but news ar- l
riving of Sultan Ibrahim’s death, the whole country was thrown into .l"]'-
confufion. Ferid refolved not to lie idle in the mid[t of the troubles {1
ohich enfued. He joined Pér Chan, the fon of Diria Chan Loha- e
1i, who had fubdued Behar, and affumed ¢he royal dignity, under k '5":3!'.'I!!:
the name of Sultan Mahummud, or Mahmood. As the fultan was & .
one day on a hunting party, he roufed an enermous tiger; which
Ferid immediately attacked and killed with one blow of his fabre. i ¥
' For this bold a&ion, which was done in the fultan’s prefence, he Feridof I
was honored with the title of Shere Chan #, t

Shere Chan rofe gradually te great influence and favor, in the ful-
tan’s {ervice. He was even appointed tutor to the fultan's fon, Jellal
Chan. He, in the mean time, requefted permifiion to go o his
but he was detained there by bufinef, till his leave of ab-

1115‘}'.:1‘,

# Shere fignifies a lion.

YVor: 1l X {ence
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. {ence expired. Sultan Mahummaud, diffatisfied with this behavior,
reproached him, one day in public, with breach of promife ; and

He is accofed Mahummud Chan, an omrah, being prefent, took that opportunity

of accufing him of treafonable defigns, and with favoring the intereft
of Sultan Mamood, the fon of Sultan Secunder. The fulfan was, by
this means,. {o incenfed againft him, that he intimated, at the fame
time, a defign to deprive him of his jagier, and to confer it upon his
brother Soliman, as a juft punithment for his offence, and the only

thing that could bring him to a proper fenfe of his duty.

Proceedings 1 he fultan, however, having a great efteem for Shere Chan, againt
sgainft bim. whom nothing was yet proved, laid afide the viclent meafure to :
which he was inftigated by Mahummud. He, at the fame time, by
way of alarming him, -gave orders to his accufer to enquire into his
father's eftate; and make an. equal divifion of it among all the bro-

thers. Mahummud Chan, glad of this order, fent one of his fervants

to Shere Chan to acquaint him, that his brothers, according to the

1 (ultan’s commands, were to have their proportionable dividends of
i ' the eftate which he had. hitherto {o unjuftly with-held. from them.
ol
The nawree . Shere Chan returned for anfiver, that Mahummud was very much
{ Hindoftan. — miftaken in this matter. ~ That there were no heritable  eftates in
U Hindoftan, among Mahomedans,. for that all lands belonged to the

king, which he difpofed of at pleafure. That as he himfelf had a
perfonal grant of his jagier, his brethren were entircly out of the
queftion. That he, however, had already confented to give to his .
brother Soliman a part of the money and moveables, according to '

law.

i Shere Chan ~ When the meflenger returned with this anfwer to Mahummud
i,,ﬁ l:"'rf:q: S, Chan, who was then at Jiond, he was enraged at fo flat a denial,
' and raifing all his forces, fent them againft Shere Chan, under the
command of Shadi, his adopted flave, accompanied by Soliman and

i il & Ahmed,
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Ahmed. His orders were to take pofleffion of the country, and to
Jeave a force with Seliman, to protect him in the jagier.

This ‘refolution being quickly taken, Shere Chan had not
time to colleét his people; but, upon the firft alarm, he wrote to
Malleck Sock, his deputy in the pcrgu:mzlh of Chawafspoor Tandah,
to harrals the enemy with what troops he had, but to avoid an ac-
tion till he joined him in perfon. But Malleck Sook, defirous to dif=

tinguith himfelf, gave them battle, and loft his life and the victory.

This difafter weakened Shere Chan fo much, that he was in no
condition to oppofe Mahummud ; he therefore evacuated the coun-
try, and fled to Juneid Birlafs, fuba of Kurrah and Maneckpoor, on
the part of Sultan Baber. He made the fuba 2 handfome prefent,
was taken into favor, and obtained a body of troops to recover his
country. With thefe he defeated Mahummud, who fled to the
mountains of Rhotas, fo that he not only pofieffed himfelf of his
own country, bur added feveral other pergunnahs to his jagier,
which he now held of Sultan Baber. Having rewarded the Moguls
who had affited him, he permitted them to return to their mafter.
He, at the fame time, levied troops, and was joined by his former
friends, who had fled to the hills, which rendered him very formi-
dable in thofe parts,

Shere Chan having thus eftablithed himfelf in his jagier, per-
formed an at of generofity, which, if it was not intended to de-
ceive the world, does him much honor. He recalled Mahummud
Chan, who had fled, and put him in pofleffion of his former jagier.
This generous treatment converted his greateft enemy into one of his
beft friengds. .

Shere having fettled his affairs, left his brother Nizam in charge
of his country, and p‘.ﬁd a vifit to his benefaGor Juncid Birlafs, at
Xz Kurrah.

135

A. D. 1542,

l]lg 044

who deter-
minés o op-
pole him,

He flies to
Kurrah.

Returns and
defears Ma-
hummuad,

His generofi-
ty to him,

U
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A-D- 1542 Kurrahs . Birlafs was then going to Agra, and Shere refolved to ac-
T L Ky i)
G nes

Sultan Baber, and attended that prince in his expedition to Chinderi.

After Shere had ftaid fome time in the Mogul camp, and obferved
their manners and policy, he, one day, told a friend, that he thought
it would be an eafy matter to drive thofk foreigners out of Hindoftan.
His friend afked him, what reafon ‘he had to think fo? Shere re-

':“rl"‘ ptied, * That the king himfelf, though a man of great parts, was
tie Moguls. ¢ but very little acquainted with the policy of Hindoftan; and that
¥ the vizier, who held the reins of government, would be too much
¢ biafled. in favor of his own intereft, to mind that of the public.
¢ That therefore if the Patans, who were now at enmity among

¢ themfelves, could be brought to mutual concord, the work was

-

¢ compleated; and fhould fortune ever favor him, he imagined him-

¢ felf equal to the taflk, however difficult it might, at prefent, ap-
¢ pear.” His friend burft out into a loud. laugh, and began to ri-

dicule this vain opinion.

His behavior = Shere, a few days after, had, at the king’s table, fome folid difhes
at the
Kinp's tabl

. fet before him, with: only a fpoon to eat them. He called for 2

knife, but the fervants had orders not to fupply him with one.

Shere, not to lofe his dinner, drew his dagger, without ceremony,.

and cutting up his meat, made a hearty meal, without minding
thofe who diverted themfelves at this odd behavior. When he had
done, the king, who had been remarKing his manner, turned to
occafions 2 Amir Chalifa, and faid, ¢ This Afghan is not to be difconcerted by

reflection of

Baber. vee trifles, and is likely to be a great man.”

He privaely  Ohere Chan perceiving, by thefe words, that the king had been
Withdraws.  informed of his private difcourfe to his friend, fled the camp that
night, and went to his own jagier. He wrote from thence to Ju-
neid Birlafs, that as Malummud Chan had -prevailed on Sultan
Mahmood

to company him thither. Heé was, upon’ this occafion, introduced to

o — s,
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Klahmood Chan, of Behar, to fend troops againft his jagier, he had A1

i .
Hig. g4g.

in hafte left the king’s camp, without waiting npon him for leave. 5

He, by this means, amufed Juneid Birlafs from chaftifing him, and Fal}

at the fame time made up matters with Sultan Mahmood, with [I-:'_ff:'l-l*-lr_'f'u'- . :I'.'-,;‘_ i

whom he became a greater favorite than before. i:]:'_-::m oo 1 ]‘|J|
che, R

Sultan Mahmood dying a thort time after, was fucceeded by his who dies. (i .
fon Jellal Chan, a minor. The young prince’s mother, 5 Ll 'r
Dudu, atted as regent, and conferred the principal offices in the go ;
vernment upon Shere Chan.  The fultana dying foon after, thead-> "~ - Il
mini{tration fell wholly into his hands. OVErnIIe
.i--": . ) |
R |

Muchdum: Allum, the governor of Hadgeepoor, on the part of y 1§
Sultan Mahmood, of Bengal, being guilty of fome mifdemeanor,
threw himfelf under Shere Chan’s protection. Sulta: Mahmood, to
revenge this infult, ordered Cuttub Chan, governor of Mongier, 'f";y'..;':
with a great foree, againft Behar. As the forces of Behar were in- l '

3

confiderable,. in comparifon of thofe of Bengal, Shere Chan made R
! many overtures for accommodating differences, but to no effect. : i:: b
;'- Finding no arguments could prevail but the fwword, he refolved to II;
i ftand the unequal encounter, in which his fuperior fkill and bravery {!! sl

acquired him a complete viétory. Cuttub Chan was flain, -and all Overthrows -5_;3,”-_
3 H i 3 7 the zriy of i+ |
his treafure, elephants, and camp equipage taken, which greatly Gengal

advanced. the defigns of Shere Chan.

After this victory, the Patan tribe of Lohani, envying the fortiing Aplotagain P
: T : i his life. (T
of Shere, formed a confpiracy, to take away hislife. Shere dilcovered i

the plot, taxed Jellal Chan with it, who was privy to the confpiracys
being very jealous of the great influence of his minifter. He told,
on this accafion, to the young prince, that there was no neceffity of
taking fucha bafe method of getting quit of him, for that if he {hould
but ence fignify his inclination, Shere was ready to refign that go- He offers to
vernment, which he lately fo fuccefsfully protected. 'The prince, " 8™ 3 6.
i
|

cither
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<42 either {ulpecting his fincerity, or being equally {ufpicious of the other
omrahs, ‘would, by no means, confent to his refignation. - This fo
much difrufted the confpirators, that they took every poflible mea-

fure to make a breach between the prince and his minifter.

Shere, ]'::‘-".ii.‘:g that he had no fecurity, but in maintaining his

power, by the unlimited ule he made of it, juftly excited the prince’s
Sheraobliges -

; jealoufy to fuch a pitch, that, one night, accompapied by his omrahs,

i 2 ed to Sultan Mahmood, of Bengal, and implored his aid to expel
Sehir, Lls.':c. L »

Shere Chan, who had uiltrimd his throne,

Mahmood of  Sultan Mahmood, jeining his compaflion for the young prince, to

~ Beogal aflills

him with an his perfonal hatred for Shere, {fentIbrahim Chan, the fon of Cuttub
il Chan, with a confiderable army againft the ufurper. The Bengalians
befieged Shere in a mud fort, for along time, without fuccefs; fo
that Ibrahim was obliged to fend home for fuccours.. Shere Chan,
being informed of this circumftance, came out, offered battle, and,
by means of a common {tratagem, ordering his troops to fly at the
uh?-:LI-. is firft onfet, to draw the enemy into an ambuth, defeated them, and
Overtiirown

by shere,  took all their guns and elephants. Ibrahim Chan was flain in the
action, and the young prince fled in great diftrefs to Bengal.

Adl Behar Shere, by this victory, became lord of all Behar, and grew daily
ik m ': - - - o — - -

b % more and more formidable. Taje Chan was, at this time, vovernor
him. J B s B |

of the [trong fort of Chinir, which he had held for himfelf ever fince
the death of Sultan Ibrahim Lodi. His wife Lade Mallecke, who
was barren, yet for whom he had a very great affe@ion, being envied
by his other wives, by whom he had children, they inftigated their
{ons to make away with her. But ope of the fons, who had under-
taken the murder, mifled his blow, and only inflited a flight wound.
Taje Chan, alarmed by her cries, came to her afliftance, and drew
his fword to kill his fon. The fon, fceing no means to efcape; af-
Jaulted his father, and flew him. The fons of Taje Chan were yet

tog

P —
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* A
too young to be entrufted with the government, and Lade M allecke T
drew the reins into her own hands, by her addrefs ameng the
chiefs and zemindars. Shere Chan, informed of thele tranfactions,

liere Chan

I.
I
Ly
ol

e on foot with Lade Mallecke, which was foon :

{et a treaty of marria

concluded. Shere feized npon Chindr and the dependant t![il;'i("l~,

which was a great acquifition to his pewer, there being a confider- Chia

able treaflure in the place.
Much about this time, Sultan Mahmood, the fon of Sultan Se-
cunder Lodi, having taken protecion with Rana Sinka, by his af~
fiftance, and that of Haffen Chan Mewati, advanced againft Sultan
Baber, and were defeated, as we have already feen, at _]-,1:11,-L_-I!..
Sultan Mahmood, flying to Chitor, was from thence invited by the
omrahs of Lodi, who were gathered together at Patna, and by them
proclaimed king. He made himfelf foon mafter of all Behar. Shere Sultan Mah-

Chan perceiving that he could not draw the omrahs over from the pof n-

fultan’s intereft, and that he had not fuflicient force to op l_mu him, St
fubmitted to his authority, and, by that means, faved a part of Behar,
which the fultan permitted him to retain. The fultan told him,
at the fame time, that if he fhould effectually affift him in recovering

Jionpoor from the Moguls, he would return Behar to him ; and a
contract to that effect was drawn up and

4

exccuted between them,

Shere Chan, fome time after, obtained leave to return to Shefiaram, shere Chas

to levy troops, and Sultan Mahmood march ing, with an army, ot b

4 = 5 e ¥ Q it s
againft the Moguls, fent him orders to join. But as Shere delayed Jagier
for fome time, the fultan, perfuaded by his omrahs that he was
playing a loofe game, marched his army through his jagier on his
way to Jionpoor. Shere came out to meet him, had an elegant en-
tertainment provided for his reception, and then marched with him
to Jionpoor. The troops of Humaioon evacuated the province upon
their approach, fo that the Afghans took poffeflion of the country
as far as Lucknore,

Humaioon

i i
M .
Rl
Ll
I.|
nit i
!
tit
h
:PI:*L-'
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Huomaioon lay, at this time, before Callinger, and having - heard
of the progrefs of the Afghans, he marched againft them. Mah-
mood having, on this occafion, given a {iperior command to Bein
l};‘.'x".ia;hi,

malter, and wrote a p:‘i'«.‘:‘.tc letter, the r.i-:_ght before the ation,; to

ere Chan, who thought himfelf ill-ufed,  betrayed his

a F

Hindoo Beg, one of the Mogul generals, acquainting him, ¢ That
 he efteen *Ld himfelf a fervant of Baber’s family, to whom he owed
¢« his advancement, and that he would be the caufe of defeating the

Afghans next -:1*'»' » He drew off his troops in the action; which
occafioned Mahmood's deféat, for which ‘fervice he was! greatly fa=
vgred by Humaioon. Sultan Mahmood, after this defeat, retreated
to Patna, retired from the world, and, in the year nine hundred and

forty nine, died in Oniffa.

Humaioon, after his victory, returned to Agra, and fentAmir Hindoo
Beg to Shere Chan, to take pofieffion of the fort of Chindr. Shere
cm'ufcd himfelf, and obliged Hindoo' Beg ‘to:retreat. Humaicon
returned immediately with his whole army to befiege Chinar, and,
having invelted 1t, he received a letter from Shere Chany acquaint-
ing him, * That he elteemed himfelf one ‘of the fervants of the
¢ houle of Baber, from 'whom he firft obtained ‘a government ; and
¢ that he had exprefled his fidelity, by being the -occafion. of . the
¢ Jate victory. That, therefore; if the king would permit him to
¢ retain the government of the fort, he was willing to pay him the
€6 proper revenues of the lands which he held, and would fend his
¢¢ {pn, Cuttub Chan, with five hundred horfe, to be maintained: 2

« his own expence, in the fultan's fervice.”

As at this jun&ure the affairs of Gugerat, by the conquefts of
Sultin Bahadur, required the king's prefence, and confidering  alfo
the ftrength of Chindr, Humaioon confented to thefe terms, and,, ac-
cordingly, being joined by Cuttub Chan and Ifey, Chan Hajbil, -with

five htmdrm: hotfe, he marched towards Sultan Bahadur. The king,
however,
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however, had fearcely reached Guzerat, when Cuttub Chan deferted -"‘l-jn- 154%
; J Lty i - 3 Ig. 946-

with his horfe, and returned to his father. Shere immediately raifed

what forces he could, and reduced Behar. Not fatishied with this Shere re-

. . A F i _duces Behar,

fuccefs, he purfued his fortune, and pcnctrat::d into the heart of.and entem
. 2 . Al

Bengal, having fought with the omrahs of that country feveral {harp s

battles, before he could make himfelf mafter of the pafies, which

were defended a whole month.

‘Gultan Mahmood of Bengal fhut himfelf ap in'Gour, which Shere Befiezes Sul.
Chan for a long time befieged. One of the zemindars of Behar hav- :;;ﬁh[l_:dif
ing raifed a difturbance, he left Chawafs Chan to carry on the fiege, i Caus
and returned himfelf to Behar. Provifions becoming at length very
{earce in Gour, Sultan Mahmood fled in a boatto Hadjepoor; and
Shere Chan, 'having fettled affairs in Behar, returned and purfued
him. Mahmood being neceffitated to give battle, was defeated, and I?‘I‘dﬂfn::dﬂ

being wounded in the engagement, fled his kingdom, which imme-
diately fell into the hands of the conqueror.

Humaioon, Teturning from "his expedition to ‘Guzerat, thought it Humaioon
meceffary to put a ftop to the rifing power of Shere Chan. He for arms .I':;ﬁinﬂ
that purpofc turned towards the redu@ion of Chinar. Jellal Chan, ey
<who commanded there, left the defence of the place to Ghazi Soor,
and retired to the hills of Bercundah, from whence he very much
annoyed the befiegers. The fiege had been carried on fix months,
when Rumi Chan, who commanded the king’s artillery, by fome
kind of a floating battery, which he fent down the river clofe to the Tekes Chi-

nar.

wall, reduced the place.

Humaioon left two hundred foldiers in garrifon there, and marched Marches to-
towards Bengal. Sultan Mahmood, who, as we have already ob- ;;l;mj e
ferved, was wounded in the action with Shere Chan, threw himfelf
under the protection of Humaioon. When the king had advanced to
Gurhi, which is the frontier of Bengal, he found that Shere Chan had

Vor. 1L Y {ent




Shere Chan,

by a fira
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+ fent Jellal Chan, Chawa(s Chan, and a ¢ good detachment, to gu; ard thae

valoe 1
'.‘.ib. 'I il

to difledge them; but they were repulfed in {everal attacks.

and fome other omrahs,

¢ king fent Jehangire ]&uLl Beg,
Being,
however, i upported by more: troops, and the whale army appearing
in !".-Sht, a fuceesful affaalt was made, and the Moguls became mal-

ters of the pafs. = Jellal Chan fled to his father Shere Chan at Gour,

who, being in no condition to engage b {fuperior'a force, evacuated

® that capital, carried off all his wealth to the mountains of Jarcund,
f and begun to project a icheme for poflefling himfelf of Rhotas, that

he might there lodge his family and wealth in fecurity,
Totake Rhotas by open force was an impoflible attemapt. It was
therefore neceflary to devile : fome flratagem, by which {uccefs might
be hoped. Shere, for this purpofe, fent a meffage to Raja Berkifs, who
ras in pefleflion of this impregnable fortrefs,and told him; “That as he

imfelf was going to attem t the recovery of Bengal, he hoped, from
- go P '}

their former friendfhip, that he wauld pt.rm:Lulln te [end his F‘u ily
o il

and treafure into the place, with a few attendants. T h r;‘:f;

rejefted this requeft, bat Shere Chapn fent an actiul embaflador te th

raja, a fecond time, with fome band{ome: prefents, acquai !J-.{ng 'l'.f.:nJl
« That it was only for his women and treafure he requefted the raja’s
protecion s That fhoyld he be fortunate enpugn to conque Eﬂ;n:ﬁ;e_.,_
he would make ]"rrtj:u,,; agknowledgments for the favor on his retorn
but if he thonld lofe his life in the contefts; he rather chofe that his
family and wealth thould fall into his hands, than into thofe of the

;\Fl{_-bll]b,

his inveterate enemies.”
The raja, permitting himfelf to-be deluded by his avarice, deter-
mined, when once in pofiefiion of the treafure, to l-:f:cp it, and
Shere Chan hav "'r pro=

vided covered doolies *, filled them all, except two or three,

therefore confented to Shere’s requeft.

which were to go firft, with armed men and arms., He, at the

# The fame with fedan chairs,
' fame

o




THE "HISTORY ‘OF

fome of his beft fuldiers to carry them, in the difguife of f{laves,
with fticks in’ their hands, to help the treafure up the mountain.
The men;, who carried the doalies, were difguifed in the fame man-
ner.t This train ‘accordingly {et out, and the firft and fecond deoly
being examined at the gate, were found to contain only eld women,
{o further examination was negleéted. The raja was, in the mean time,
bufy in counting the bags, which he now reckoned part of his own
fortune, © 'When 'the doolies had reached the houfe which the raja
had appointed, the wolves rufhed out among the fheep, and begun
to dye the fold with their blood. The porters ufed their ftaves, till
they fupplied themfelves with arms from the doolies, They eafily
maltered the garrifon, who were off their guard, and admitted Shere
Chan, who was encamped ‘at a fmall diftance. The raja himfelf,
with a few followers, found means to e[i:apc into the woods, by «
private paffage behind the fort. '

Thus fell one of the moft impregnable fortrefles in the world into
the hands of Shere Chan, together with much treafure, which had
The mernit of the invention of
this ftratagem is not due to Shere. The fort of Afere, in the De-
can, was, long before, taken in the fame manner by Nafir Chan

been accumulating there for ages.

Faroki, governor of Chandez,

frne time, filled five hundred money bags with ball, and appointed f*ll_-_lfr- 1543,

o g'!'g‘

16

Rhotas is built upon the level top of a mountain; the only en- Defeription

trance to it is a very narrow road, through a fteep afcent of one
crore, from the foot of the hill to the gates, which are three in
number, one dbove another, defended by guns and rolling-ftones.
The fquare contents of the fortified table land, on the top of the
mountain, ¥ morc than five crores. In this fpace are contained
towns, villages, and corn ficlds, and water is found a few feet from
the furface. On one fide runs the river Sone, under an immenie
precipice; and another river, in the fame manner, paffes clofe to the

Y 2 other

of Rhotas.
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