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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

A. D. 1541 other fide, -and both meeting -a. little below;, form the hill into a tri-

Hig. 9484

ifumaioon
marchesback
towards

Agra.

Stere Shaw
.L:i..u!‘.'.l!'_. :.:u!
imperial -

hi.

anguIar pcninﬂilu. There 15 a very deep valley on. the third fide,
full of umpervious woods, which I_PI'L‘.;J.LE all ‘over themiountains, and
render all ‘accefs that way next to impofiible.

Shere Chan had now a feécure: retreat for his family, and his
friends began to acquire freth fpirits by this-piece of fuccefs. Hu-
maioon, in the mean time, ipent three months in luxurious plea-
fures, at Gour, or LEucknouti. . Fle there received advices that
Mirza Hindal, his brother, had revolted in Agra and Mewat ; that
he had put Shech Phoul to death, and coined money in his own name.
He therefore left _}chuni__;[rc Kulli Bcg, with five thoufand horfe, i

Gour, and returned towards Agra.

By the excefiive rains and bad roads, the king’s cavalry and beafts
of burthen perifhed in great numbers, on his march, by fatigue and:
want of forage. Shere Chan, who had now raifed a numerous:
army, entrenched himfelf on the banks of the Joffa, in a place by
which the king muft of necefiity pafs, and, by treachery, defeated
him with great flaughter, in the manner which we have already re--
lated. Shere did not immediately pllﬂ‘; forward to the c;xpirnl.
Anxious to leave no‘enemy behind him, he returned to Bengal, en-
gaged Jehangire Kulli Beg in feveral battles, defeated him; and,. at
length, cut him and his army to pieces.

SECTION IL

The hiftory of the reign of Suere Suaw, the Afghan.

OUHERE SHAW, immediately after the reduétion.of Bengal,

affumed the imperial title, ftrack the coin, and read the chutba, in
his own name. - He marched; the next year, with'a great army, to-
wards Agra. The unfortunate Huomaioon was, by this time, deferted
by,
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By his brother Mirza Camiran, and hated by his Mogul ‘omrahs, on
account of his attention to his Turkuman mercenaries: He, how-
ever, crofled theriver with one hundred thoufand horfe, and met Shere
Chan, who had but fifty-thoufand. . Shere,.as we have already men-
tioned, defeated Humaioon, and purfued him to Agra, Lahore,. and
Chothib ;. from which place the king retreated towards Sind.

Ifmaiel Chan, Ghazi Chan, Fatti Chan, and Billoche Dudai,
all omrahs of that country, joined Shere Shaw. The f{ultan; obfery-
ing a hill, among the mountains-of Balnat, proper for a fortrefs, or-
dered one to be built, which he named Rhotas. Chawafs Chan, his
faithful flave, to whofe bravery and condué he owned himfelf greatly
indebted for his fortune, was now made Amir ul Omrah, with a
penfion of a-tenth of the royal revenue,

Having leftthe Amir ul Omrah; and Hybut Chan Neazi, with a
r great army, in the north weft, Shere Shaw returned towards Agra.
He was in that city informed, that Chizer Chan Sirik, whom he
| left {uba of Bengal, had married the daughter of Mahmood, the for-
§ mer fultan of that province, and-held the ftate of a {overeign prince.

Having experienced, in his own fortune, the danger of permitting
ngal.
g

1

€hizer Chan being unexpectedly furprized, fubmitted without trouble

fuch behavior to go unpunifhed, he marched immediately to Beng

and was imprifened. Shere Shaw very prudently divided the kingdom
of Bengal among a number of cmrahs, independent of one another,
and appointed Kafi Fazilit, a native of Kurrah, famous for his learn-
ing and policy, to fuperintend the whole. He himfelf, after thefe
tranfactions,. retired to Agra.

3 : : . : g
In the year nine hundred and forty nine, Shere made a motion to-
wards Malava. Having advanced as far as Gualier, Suja Chan Af-
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THE “HISTORY OF "HINDOSTAN.

~Gualier for Humatoon, and he delivered up that ftrong fortrefs' into

his thands.

Shere Shaw having entered Malava, Mulla Chan, governor of that

province, {ubmitted without a blow.: Being however; a few days

c:‘
after, alarmed 'by {omething, he fled from the king's camyp,” and
Hadjee Chan was appointed to that government ; Suja Chan had alfo
a jagier conferred apon him in that country. Shere Shaw having
marched from thence to Rintimpore, Mullee Chan fell upon the go-
vernor of Malava, and upon Suja Chan, but he was defeateéd.” Suja
Chan having acquired all the honor of the vitory, Hadjee Chan ‘was

{uperfeded and recalled, and the government conferred upon Suja.

Shere Shaw arriving’ before Rintimpore, had the addrefs to: get
pofleffion of  that important fortrefs, from the governor, on the part
of Sultan Mahmood Lodi, who had fhll kept it. The empesor,
after taking Rintimpore, returned to Agra. He remained in that city
a-whole year, fettling the internal police of the empire, and regulating
his army. He, in the mean time, ordered Hybut Chan to wreft
Moultan from the Bellochies. This Hybut foon effeCted by defeating
Fatti Chan Bellochi, and entirely fubduing that country. He had,on ac-

count of this exploit, the title 6f Azim Humaioon conferred upon him.
i :

In the year nine hundred and fifty, Paran Mull, the fon of Raja
Suckdeo Parbia, having conquered fome neighbouring pergunnahs,
kept no lefs than two thoufand concubines and dancing girls in his
zinnana. The king, refenting this indignity, marched and invefted
him in the fort of Raifein. The fiege being protracted for a long
time, Paran Mull began to treat of a capitulation. This was granted
to him upon the honorable terms of marching out, with all his
arms, treafure, family, garrifon, and effets. Paran accordingly
marched out with four thoufand rajaputs, and, trufting to the faith
which had been pledged, encamped at a finall diftance.

But

e
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But Shere Shaw, who never kept the faith of treaties, was eafilyl A~ 1543
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perfuaded, by his bafe minifters, ]1.11't|-;"\13:‘.r=.;: by Amir Rufli ul Dien Histreachery A

ol i : and cruelty. Ll _'

Suffvi, infamou '1' to violate his honor., He furrounded the rajaputs, |-'*_

and ordered them:all to be:maffaceed. - He, however, paid very dear kel [ i}

for this horrid piece of cruelty and treachery. . The rajaputs, placing e
death in one eye and revenge in the: other, fought till every man of
them was laid dead on the plain; and above double their numbes

3 [
of the afiaflins. o

Shere Shaw, after this.infamous tranfaétion, returned to Agra. LI
- L = b - LI
Idaving remained there a few months, to refrefh and recruit his 2army, i

o i

he ‘marched towards Marwae. During his march he intrenched him= E
= =

fell. every night, as well for fecurity, as to exercife his troops, andw
J & J

make them expert in this neceffary (ervice.  When he came to crofs || & H

the fands, he formed redoubts all round him with gabions. Tn this g '
¥ - . - g 1h

manner he entered the country of the raja of i\?,'}'m and F{:nﬂuar, [ -'

whoie name was Maldeo, and efteemed the moft powerful raja in

ol
|

Hindoftan. He oppeded the king; with fitty thoufand rajaputs, dnd bt
- = e 7 b
both arpiies lay: thirty days in fight of one another. oL

Shere Shaw would now; have been glad toretreat quietly. But the-dan-

ger: was toogreat, at the fame time the enemy was o ‘ul.ann oufly - rﬂ-ﬂ
poited as to render an attack too hazardous. In the miditof this alarme 1
ing fituation, a fuccefsful ftratagem foggetted itfelf to the ki ing. R;;i  and, by a ot L ; ﬁ
Maldep having conquered that country, to which he had ne right 1 ¥ licie T
mheritance, Shere Shaw forged a letter, in the Hindgo language :L:ul Uit " h:

charater, in the name of the raja’s generals, addrefied to himfelf;
fetting forth, ¢ That, being conquered by the raja, thu:,- had, throhgh
neceflity, ferved him till then with fidelity ; but that they were, in
fecret, very w eary of his yoke. That if he would therefore, reinftate : f
them:in their former E" icflions, they were w illing to make him a i
due acknowledgement for the favor.”™ On: this letter Shere fuper- . ",;1_‘;1':!
fersbed, as ulual, in Perfian, That they thould fear nothing, duii]in;; A

then
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2 7 ? e X ok ;
A. D. 1544 them to perfevere in their intentions, and that they might reft aflured,

that he would comply with their demand.

This letter was purpefely thrown into the way of the raja, who,
being always in dread of his omrahs, was cafily deceived. He there-
fore declined the battle, which he intended to give that day. He
was even more and more confirmed in his unjuft fufpicion, by
the eagernef(s which they exprefled to engage. Upon the fourth day
he ordered a retreat; but Cunia, one of his principal omrahs, having
found out in what manner the raja had been deceived by thefe forge-
ries, endeavoured to perfuade him of his miftake. Having found

G-'I*,}L‘]“:IFHE;:: that the raja’s fufpicions could not be removed, he told him, That
japut omrzh. the ﬂlﬁaerfted treachery was unprecedented among true Rajaputs, and
that he was determined to wipe off the ftain which the raja had
thrown upon their reputation, by his own blood, or the conqueft of

Shere Shaw, with his own tribe.

:iIﬁhm]:?;E:un The raja continued to retreat, but the gallant Cunia, with a few
wibe, and ar. other chiefs, and ten or twelve thoufand men, turned back, with an
SHRee, intent to furprize Shere Shaw's camp. They, however, by fome
miftake, loft their way, and it-was fair day light before they faw the
enemy. Shere Shaw immediately formed, and came out againft them.
Though the king's army, by the fmalleft computation, confifted of
cighty thoufand fighting men, this handful of ‘brave Rajaputs repulfed
them repeatedly, and would have certainly defeated them, if Jellal
Chan Selwani had net at that inftant arrived with a frefh reinforce-
After.an ob- ment, to join the imperial army. Shere falling upon the Rajaputs

ftinate battle, g 3 3
the rajaputs  With renewed vigor, broke them ; and the brave Cunia, with almof

are cut o

pieces. his whole army, were eut o pieces,

She:eShiw, finding himfelf in poffeffion of a viftory of which he

'F"‘."‘”hf”‘ had at one time defpaired, exclaimed, « That, for a handful of barley,
] n [ o] 4 . . T .
Shere Shaw, ¢ he had almoft given the Empire of Hindoftan to the wind.” ‘This

grain,
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grainy it feems, was all. the fcanty produce of that fandy country, A. D. 1545,
- i A p 4 : 3 ; T Hig, g5a.
for which the inhabitants; fought with {o much obftinacy. Raja
Maldeo having heard of this action, and the lofs of {o many brave 'r‘qj:-
mén, fell into deep afflition; and being, for his pufillanimity, de- W
¥ = ; r W3dsl Y 8
ferted by the greateft part. of his army, -he retreated among the I e
bl < i RTE
1 ] 1@- i
I

mountains-of Sodpoor. ) .
" L il
+ i

Shere Shaw, -after this bloody, wicory, turned his army towards He takes L il
the fort rof Chitory, which| was furrendered to him by capitulation. RN : Irilh"f-.i
He thén, directed. his march to Rintimpore, and gave that country
in jagier tohis {fon.Adil Chan, who fixed his refidence there. The ﬁfi"
{nltan; in perfon; moved. towards Callinger, which is efteemed one and fits down |

-1 i o ST Lo e J 2 ~h-.:_ure(:arl_ ;5]!
of the ftrengelt forts an Hindoftan. . The raja of Callinger, on ac-linger; : l
count-of the king's,treacherous behavior to Paran Mull, would make i
no-{ubmifiion, - but. prepared himfelf for hoftilities.  Shere. Shaw, h;'iﬁ:sﬂ the - il
having drawn. a line of circumvallation, begun to carry on his :1},--I =54 '
proachies to- the place ;- he raifed mounds of earth for his artillery, =
2ad finle mines-underthe rock.; The royal batteries were now ad- ;e
vanced véry hear the walls, breaches were made, and a general affault ' A i
ordered; when ailive fthell, which had been thrown :Lg:linﬂ the fort ' 1
by the-imperalifts, rebounded back into the battery.in which the :
The. fhell burft in the midft of a quantity of powder; "l |

king' {toods
L
vihieh had not been properly fecured. Several gunners were blown The king
I ; 5 . 1 T % . . burnt by th
ip-the king, Shech Chalile, Mulla Nizam Darifhmund, and Diria {juine ap.
- el - e
of powder.

]

I

|

. . - -y 7 !

Chan Serwani, were burnt-in (0 terrible a manner, that they were ' i,
i1

-4 F

carried for dead to their tents.

Tn this dreadful condition the king began to breathe, in great:
AgONICS ; he, however, encouraged the continuance of the attack,
till in the evening news was brought him of

and gave orders,
He. then cried out, * Thanks to

the redufion.of the place,
¢ the. Almighty God,” .and expired, The death' of Shere Shaw e gies. i
clfth of Ribbi ul Awil, in the year nine hundred EEEE

i

happened on the tw
7 and e

Vox. 1.
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-and fifty two. He fpent fifteen years in a military life before he
mounted the throne ; and he fat upon the mufnud five years, as em-
peror of Hindoftan.

The charadter of Shere Shaw is almoft equally divided between
virtue and vice. Public juftice prevailed in‘the kingdom, while
private acts of treachery dithonored the hands of the king. He
feemed to have made breach of faith a royal property, which he
would by no means permit his {ubjects to fhare with him. We
ought, perhaps, to afcribe this vice to the ambition of Shere. Had
he been born to the mufnud, he might have been juft, as he was
valiant and politic in war: Had he confined his mind to his jagier,
he might merit the charadter of a virtuous omrah ; but his great
foul made him look up to the throne, and he cared not by what
fteps he was to afeend.

Shere Shaw leéft many monuments of his magnificence behind
him.
which is fifteen hundred crores

From Bengal and Sennargaum, to the Sind, or:Nilab,
%, he built caravanferais at every
ftage, and dug a well at the end of every crore. Befides, he raifed .
many magnificent mofques for the worfhip of God on the highway,
wherein he appointed readers of the Koran and Imams. He or-
dered that at every ferai, all travellers, without diftinétion of country

or religion, fhould be entertained, according to their quality, at the

public expence. He, at the fame time, planted rows of fruit trees f
along the roads, to preferve travellers from the fcorching heat of the '

{un, as well as.to gratify their tafte. l

Horfe-pofts were placed at proper diftances, for f'm-v.-':trding quick
intelligence to government, and for the advantage of trade and cor-
Such
was the public fecurity during his reign, that travellers and .mer-

refpondence. This eftablithment was new .in Hindoiftan.

¥ About three thoufand of our miles.
chants,
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