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T 0T H-E

RIGHT HONOURABLE

The Countess of FHERTFORD.

MADAM,

ERMIT me to hope that you will
| pardon the honeft ambition which
has encouraged me to feek a proper pa-
tronefs for Marina in your ladylhip;
whofe real charater gives countenance to
the imaginary one, and whofe conftant
practice is a living example of that fteady
virtue, and exalted piety, which the au-.
thor of the old play from whence this is
taken, has happily defcribed in his Prin-

cefs of Tyre.

Confcious
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Confcious of no mean views, and fe-
cured by the univerfal acknowledgement
of your merit from the imputation of flat-
tery, I approach your ladyfhip, though
a ftranger, and without any previous ap-
plication, with the lefs diffidence: If this
Play fthould appear on perufal to be de-
figned to promote fomething better than
meer amufement, that will effectually re-
commend it to the favour of the Countefs
of Hertford.

To place merit in the gifts of fortune,
and happinefs in what an hour may, and
a few years certainly will bring to an end,
is the folly and mifery of too many who
are replted wile and great. To be truly
fo is with your ladyfip to regard the
fineft underftanding, the moft fruitful in-
vention, the happieft elocution, talents
far f{upérior to wealth dnd dignity, butds
they fubferve the intereft of truth and vir-
tue, and rendér thie poffeffors of them, ih
the midft of affluence, moderate even ih
the ufe of lawful pleafures, humble in the
moft
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moft exalted ftations, and capable of liv-
ing above the world, even in the poflef-
fion of all it can beftow, I am afraid
and unwilling to offend, But as univer=
{al benevolence is the perfetion of virtue;
your ladyfhip muft {fuffer your own to be
{poken of, however painful it may be to
you, that others may not want a pattern
for their encouragement or reprehenfion,
as they fhall improve or neglect it. A
truly great mind difcovers itfelf by no-
thing more than by a: benign and well
placed condefcenfion ; of which your
ladyfhip’s known efteem for the late ex-
cellent Mrs. Rowe, is a noble inftance,
and an undoubted proof, amonglt many
others which you daily give, of the good-
nefs of your heartand underftanding, and
cannot be mentioned but ro your honour,

I can affirm, and I hope I thall be
thought fincere, that what I have faid
doth not proceed from cuftom as a dedi-
cator, but from a mind fully convinced
of its truth in every circumftance, and a
heart




DR Dol CoAST T SO-N:

heart touched with a chara&er fo very
amijable,

That you may long live an ornament *
and a fupport of thofe excellent princi-
ples which you profefs and .practice, and
that your influence and example may do all
the good that you yourfelf can wifh, is
the earneft defire of,

Your Ladyfhip’s

Moft obedient

Humble fervant,

GEORGE LILLO.
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