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PROL OGU E

HAR D is the taft, in this difcerning age,
T find new Jubjects that will bear the fage ;
And bold our bards, 1heir low barfb ffrainsito bring
Where Avtn's fwan has long been heardto fing s
Bleft parent of our fcene ! awbofe matehlefs wit,
Tha’ yearly reap’d, isour beft harweft yet.
Well may that genius every heart command,
Who dreww all nature awith ber own [frong hand ;
As warious, as barmonious, fair and greats
With the fame vigour and immortal beat,
Asthea’ each element and form fbe fhines : [Zinese
We wiew beav’ns band-maid in ber Shakefpearc’s
Though fome mean feenes, injuriousto bis fame,
Hawe long ufurp’d the bonour of his nanes
To glean and clear from chaff bisleaft remains,
Is juft to him, and richly avorth our pains.
We dare not charge the whole unequal play
of Pericles on him ; yet let us jay,
As gold though mix’d with bafer maiter fhines,
8o do bis bright inimitable lines.
Throughout thofe rude aild feenes diftingus b'd frand,
And fbew be touch’d them with no [paring hand.
With humour mix’ din your foré-fathers avay,
We'we to a fingle tale reduc’d our play.
Charming Marina’s avrongs begin the fcene;
Pericles finding her avith bis loft queen,
Concludes the pleafing tafe. Shou'd as the foul,
The fire of Shakefpeare animatethe whole,
Show’d heights, akich none but be cow’d reach, appears
To little errors do not prove fevere.
If ahen in pain for the event, Jfurprize
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Do not repine that fo you crown an art,
Which giwes fuch javeet emotions to the heart 3
Whofe pleafures, fo exalted in their kind,
Do, as they charm the fenfe, improve the mind.
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