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ROY AL, HTGHNES:S

IR PRINCE-OF WALES:

S IR,

H E author of thefe {cenes always
A propofed to do himfelf the honour
of addrefling them to the Prince of
Wales: and when he perceived himfelf
juft quitting the ftage of this life, and
retiring beyond the reach of the finiles
or frowns of princes; his veneration
even then of your Royal Highnefs’s ex-
alted and moft amiable qualities was fo
intenfe and ftrong, that he folemnly en-
joined me to perform this duty for him.
For as .he was always remarkably de-
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voted to the caufe of liberty and juftice,
(for the advancement of which the fol-
lowing piece was written) he thoughet it
would be a kind of injury, not to confe-

rate it to the moft illuftrious patron of
']L‘lﬂ:lcﬁ, heroick virtue, and the rights of
mankind. Your Royal Highnefs’s great
condefcenfion 1n permitting me to execute
the will of my departed friend, and
patronizing his orphan play, is a circum-
ftance that is very glorious to him, and
gives afantion to his-fame,.

All true Englithmen in general, as
well as the friends of Mr. Lillo in parti:

cular, have great reafon to congratulate

one another on the pxotedmn which “your
Royal Highnefs was gracioufly pleafed to
afford this piece during the performance
of it: for to fee the hur apparent of thefe
kingdoms fo Gcncrouﬂy countenancing a

tlagcdy, in which the charatter of a righ-
teous king, who founds all his glory on
the liberty and happinefs of his fubjects,
is drawn in fuch ttrong andlively colours,
muft
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muft give a very ferfible pleafure to ths e
whole nation; it férves to keep alive the

hopes which the publick has long fince

conceived, and is an undoubted pledge of |
many future bleflings from your aufpi-

cious influence.

Your elegancy of tafte,” and illuftrious
vi'.‘Equ 1(,}'}\_1{‘.]' y.‘_:u "he lﬂﬂit gmm‘r()u% p"()—
tector and the nobleft theme of all who {i!
cultivate the peliter arts; as the conti- i
nual overflowings of your bounty towards 4ol L
all objetts of diftrefs daily endear you
toevery heart that has any feelings of i
humaniry : this your princely he dvcniy il
difpofition is univerfally felt and acknow-

]cdcck., and confidered with all its cir-

cumfitances without a parallel.

¥

That your Royal Highnefs may long
continue ‘the munificent encourager of
arts and letters, an example to princes
of public fpiritednefs, humanity, and
condefcenfion, is the ardent wifh of every
honeft Briton: for notwithftanding all

K3 our




B E-BDX CoAST A O N

our divifions, the voice of the whole na- |
tion is unanimous in praying for your life, ]
honour, and profperity: and this we
fhould do from motives of intereft and i
{elf-love, were we not impelled to it by 4
gratitude and duty. [ am,

SIR,
Your Royal Highnefs’s
Moft devoted j

Humble fervant,
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