Landesbibliothek Oldenburg

Digitalisierung von Drucken

The Works Of Mr. George Lillo; With Some Account Of His
Life

Containing, The Fatal Curiosity. A Tragedy. Marina. A Tragedy. Elmerick.
A Tragedy. Britannia And Batavia. A Masque. And Arden Of Feversham. A
Tragedy

Lillo, George

London, 1775

Prologue.

urn:nbn:de:gbv:45:1-2387

Visual \\library



PR O LoO=GEs E,
Bya FRIEND.
Spoken by Mr. H A V 4 R D.

Criticks far bence 3 or fpare bis urr’s fad trufl.
Kind to bis mufe, and to hismemory juff.

His mufe refembles Bim, and knovws no art s
Ske fpeaksnot to the bead, but tothe heart.
Theartlefs maid, by no falfe feal inprefsd, I
Bears but an honeft copy of his breajt : i
And every eye bas own’d, bisnatural lay, '
Srung from'the beart, awings to the beart it’s way. il

The tragic bard apes not the epic fire,

On fancy's awing flill aiming to afpire:

In nature’s palace, fimple, great, and plain,

Inrich’d and évowwded ornament avere wain : AN
Embellithment does but diftradt the miad, [
Which art fbould newer to minutenefs bind. il
Tho' honey’d languagefbe from Hybla fledl, i
Your ears appland—your bearts no ardoirs feel. |

With labour’d art tho the jad tdle be told, il
The melting tear, mean awbile congeal’d, growws cold, Tl
Wien Paflion jfpeaks immediate tothe foul,

Parts fbe o’erlooks, to grafp at oncethe whole.

To night, your bard, from your own annals, fhewws
“Adreadful fFory of dormcflic aoes
From fatis be'draws (bis picture’s from the-life)

The injur’d hufband, and the faithlefs aife,
Doond d all the train of bofoin pangs to. prave,
Pangs, awbichmufft always wait on laalefs love.

Ye generous awho feel for others woe, 2 |
Ye fair, avhofe tears for injur’d wirtue floav, -
Jujuftice to yourfelves, appland bis plan,
And judge the poet, as ye lov’d the man,

HE pieceis Lillo’s— He, fangﬁnre i duff }
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