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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN,

il T VI.

TheReign of SHAW JuMja ABUL MUZIFFER
GELLAL UL DIEN MAHUMMUD AKBAR
Papsuaw GHAZI.

i 2R B bl PR ) I

The Hiftory of Axsar, from his Acceffion to the Defeat
and Death of Himu.

HECH ABUL FAZIL, the moit elegant writer of Hindoftan,
has’ given to the world the hiftory of the renowned Akbar,
in three volumes, called Akbar namma. From that hiftorian,

we fhall chiefly extract the tranfactions of this reign.
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When Humaicon became infenfible after his fall, the Mahommad

Omrahs fent Shech Chuli exprefs to Punjab, to acquaint the th
|8 3

Akbar of the accident which had befallen his father. Not many
days after, the news of his father’s death came to the prince at
Callanore.  The Omrahs, who were prefent, after exprefiing
their grief for the deceafed, raifed Akbar to the throne, on the
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THE HESTORY OF HINDOSTAN,

fecond of Rubbi ul/ $ani, /in the year 963, being then thirteen
years and nine months old.

Byram Chan, on the acceflion of Akbar, became abfolute-re=
gent, and had the whole civil and military power of the empire
in his hands, ‘The firft orders iflued from the throne, after dif~
patching the letters of proclamation,. were, to.prohibit the ex-
action of Pefhcuth money, from the farmers; to let all goods
pafs toll-free, and to prevent the injurious practice of prefling.
labourers to the war.

Not many days after the acceffion of Akbar, Shaw Abul Mali,
who began to difcover treafonable intentions, was feized and
imprifoned in Lahore. He, however, found means, fome time
after, to efcape ; and Pulwan Gul, the Cutwal, to whefe clmrgc
he was committed, killed himielf.

The king led his army towards the hills, with a view to ex-
terminate the party of Secunder Shaw : he defeated Secunder,
and obliged him to fly farther among the mountains ; whither the
imperial army could not purfue him. Akbar, in the mean time,
{fubdued the country ofNagmcot; received the Raja of that pro-
vince into fayor ;, and the rains coming on, took up his quarters
at Jallender.

In the mean time, Mirza Solim#n, who had been left gover-
nor of Buduchfhan, threw off his allegiance, fet up for himfelf,.
and marched againft Cabul, That city was defended by Monim.,
Chan, the tutor of Mahammud Hakim, the: king's. brother.
Intelligence of this rebellion being brought to Akbar, he imme-
diately detached Mahummud Kunlli, Chan Burlafs, Chan Azim;
Chizer Chaja, and other Omrahs, to fuccour Monim Chan.
Some




THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN,

Some of thofe'Omrahs entered Cabul, ‘while others' encamped
without, to harrafs the befiegers; which th’.ﬂ}" continued to 'do
for the fpace of four months. The garrifon, in the mean time,
became to be diftrefled for provifions; which obliged Monim
Chan, to confent, that the chutba, for the kingdom of Cabul,
fhould be read in the name of Soliméin. ' The rebel, after this

{fubmiffion, raifed the fiege, and returned to Buduchfhan.

During thefe tranfa@ions at Cabul, Himu, the vizier of
Mahummud Shaw Adili;, of Bengal, advanced towards Agra,
with thirty thoufand horfe and two thoufand elephants. He
obliged Secunder Chan, the governor of that city, to retreat to
Delhi, - Shadi Chan, jan Afghan Omrah of Shaw Adili, in the
mean time,  raifed an army, and advanced to the banks of the
Rehib ; where Alli Kulli Chan Seiftani, entituled Chan Ziman,
with three thoufand horfe, crofling the river, attacked him, but
was defeated ; and carried only two hundred of his army, alive,
from the field ; thofe who efcaped the fword, being drowned in
the river.

Himu having taken Agra, marched towards Delhi, where
Tirdi «Chan “ecommanded. = Tirdi fent exprefles to all the
Omrahs around, foliciting fuccours, and was joined by Abdulla
Chan, Lal Sultan Buduchthi, Alli Kulli Inderani, Merick Chan
Kullabi, and others; and then he thought himfelf in a condition
to give the enemy battle, without waiting for Chan Ziman ; who,
with feveral other Omrahs, and a confiderable reinforcement, was
marching to his affiftance. Himu, who was a '-.'L'r}:‘ valiant man,
feleéted three thoufand chofen horfe, and fome of his beft
elephants, which he pofted about his otvn perfon in ihe center;
and with which he charged Tirdi Beg fo violently, that he drove
him quite off the field.” Himu then fell, with great impetuofity,
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4 A, 0. 1§55+ ypaon the sight wing, which herouted, fo that the flight became
BRI generals . This victory was fo .compleat, . that in confequence of '
152 it, the city immediately, furrendered;  and Tirdi Beg, flying to i
| Sirhind, left all the country open to the enemy. . Chan Zimar, :
it “ having received intelligence of this difafter, at Merat, haftened
it alfo to Sirhind.
s
“. ':nrm;“r The king, during thefe tranfactions, was at Jallender ; and,
1 plexity. finding all his dominioas, except Punjab, wrefted, from ‘him,
i Devolves his  was greatly affedled with the news of Himu's {uceefs. He:called

power upon

Byram Chan. to him Byram Chan, then diftinguithed by the name of Chan
Chanan, and conferred upon him the honorable title of Chan
Baba ®, He told that able man, that he repofed his whole truft
in, his prudence and good conduét, in this perilous fituation of

4 affairs, and defired that he might take whatever meafures he

i
I ; thought moft conducive to retrieve his affairs. . He, 'at the fame

; Ih time, afflured Byram, in the moft folemn manner, that he would
‘im give no attention to any malicious infinuations which might be
fi fuggefted to the royal ear by his enemies. The young prince
: “:'! having thus exprefled the genuine fentiments of his foul to Byram,

_ he made him fwear, by the foul of his father Humaioon, and by
the head of his own fon, that he would be faithful to the great
i : truft, which was now repofed in him,

A council of A council of war was immediately called, in which Byram
S Chan prefided. The majority of the Omrahs were of opinion;
that as the enemy confifted of above a hundred thoufand horfe,
while the royal army fcarce amounted to twenty thoufand, it
would be moft prudent to retreat to Cabul. Byram:Chan ftre-

nuoufly oppofed this meafure, and was almoft fingular in his

* Baba fignifies father.

opinion,
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opinian, which ‘was to give battle inftantly to'‘the ‘enemy.’ ‘The
young King igined Byram's fentiments with fo' much warmthand
gallant anxiety, that the Omrahs cried out, in rapture, that their

lives:and fortunes ‘were at his {ervice.

Immediate hoftilities being refolved upon, Chaja Chizér Cham,
who was married to the king’s aunt, Gulbaddin Begum, was
appointed governor of Lahore, to alt againit Secunder Shaw;
while the king himfelf prepared, in perfon, ‘to chaftife Himu.
He marched to Sirbind, and was there joined by his defeated

Omrahs, who had aflembled at that place.

'The king being out, ome day, at the diverfion of hawking,
Byram Chan, called Tirdi Beg to his tent, and ordered him to be
beheaded for abandoning Delhi, where he might have defended
himfelf, and for other unmilitary crimes, with which he was
juftly charged. When Akbar returned, Byram Chan waited
upon him, and informed him of what he had done ; he excufed
himfelf for not acquainting the king of his intentions, by infinu-
ating, that he was certain his royal clemency was {o great, that
notwithftanding Tirdi’s crimes, he would have forgiven him;
which, at fuch a time, would be attended with very dangerous
confequences, as the hopes of the Moguls refted upon every in-
dividual’s ftrict performance of duty. He affirmed, that
negligence was, in fuch a critical fituation, as great a crime as
treafon, and ought to meet with an equal punithment. But that,
on the other hand, defert fhould meet with reward : for-a dan-
gerous crifis, is the feafon of frict juftice, in both refpeds.
Without his reward, the foldier becomes languid and.difcon-
tented ; when he fears no. punithment, he becomes. negligent
and infolent.
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The king {aw into the propriety of the meafure, but he fhuda ‘
dered at. the inhumanity of the punithment. He, however, '
thanked Byram for the f{ervice which He had done him ; and, in-
deed, though the policy of that minifter was fevere, -it had the
intended effect among ithe Omrahs..| They faw that they had
nothing to hope, and every thing to fear from faGion and bad
behaviour s and therefore, they became very obedient to the
orders of Byram Chan,

The king {oon after marched from Sirhind towards Delhi,
detaching Secunder Chan, Abdulla Chan, Alla Kulli Inderani,
Lal Sultan, Mahummud Chan Jellaher, Mudjenu Chan Cafhkal,
and others, under the command of Chan Ziman, Amir ul
Omrah *, {fome miles in his front., Himu, who had affumed
the title of Raja Bickermajit, in Delhi, having attached Shadi
Chan, and other Afghan Omrahs to his intereft, marched out of
that city with all his forces; which, by the loweft computa-
tion, exceeded a hundred thoufand horfe, befides elephants and
infantry, with a great train of artillery. He detached, .in front,
a great body of Afgans, with fome artillery, ‘which falling in
with Chan Ziman, were defeated by that general, with the lofs
of all their guns, which proved a fignal advantage to the king.
Himu having arrived at Panniput, heard that the king was ad-
vanced very neardiim. He divided his elephants, in which hg
greatly canfided, among his principal officers.

In the morning of the fecond of Mohirrim, 964, Chan Ziman,
who had been, by that time, joined by the whole army except
a few, who remained to guard the king, drew up in order of
battle, and waited the attack. Himn began the ation with' his

* Captain-general;

u]cphalilts;
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elephants,.in hopes of frightening the Mugu} cavalry, who were
not accuftomed to thofe enormous animals, 'He, however, found
that he was deceived: The Chigittai Omrahs, either from'a fear
of the fate of: Tirdi-Beg, or from a nobler caufe, their own
valor, attacked Himu, with fuch refolution;, " dfter he had pene-
trdted the centér of the Mogul army, where Ziman commanded,
that the elephants; galled with lances, arrows and javelines, be-
came quite outrageous; and {fubmitting no longer: to command,
fell back andedifordered the Afgan ranks.

Himu, who rode a prodigious c]ephant,‘ﬂﬂ! continued’ the
aétion with great vigor, atthe head of four thoufand horfe, in'the
very heart of the Moguls ; being atlaft, pierced through the eye,
with an arrow, the greateft part of his troops, fearing that his

1]"':'_'.].' 'JfJJr.

wound was mortal, forfook him. But that valiant man, drew -

the eye out of the focket, with the arrow; and, in that terrible
condition, continued the fight with unequalled refolution and
courage. He encouraged the few who remained by his fide,
and advanced through a bloody path which his weapons made;
till Kulli Chan Mhiram ftretched his {pear to kill the driver of
Himu’s elephant: that timorous wretch, to fave his own life,
pointed to Himu, and addreffing him, by name, faid, he would
carry him whitherfoever he pleafed. Kulli Chan, immediately
furrounded him with a body of horfe, and carried him prifoner
to Akbar, whom Byram Chan, as upon him refted the hopes

of all, detained in the rear.

When the unfortunate Hima was brought into-the prefence,
almoft expiring with his wounds, Byram Chan told:the king,
that it would be a meritorious aétion in him, to kill that brave
infidel with his ownhand. Akbar, in compliance to the advice

of his tutor, drew his fword, but only gently touched the head

a3 aof:
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