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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN/

of Himu, burfting into tears of compafiion. Byram, looking
fternly upon the king, infinuated, that the ill-timed clemency of
his family, was the fource of all their misfortunes, and with one

ftroke of the fabre, fevered Himu's head from his body.

Akbar took, in this action, fifteen hundred elephants, and all
the artillery of the enemy. He immediately marched from the
field, and took poffeflion of Delhi. From that city, he dif-
patched Mullu Pier Mahummud Shirwani, manager of the
private affairs of Byram, towards Mewat, to {eize the treafure of
Himu, which was depofited in that place. This fervice was
accomplithed, with fome lofs on the fide of the Moguls; and

the empire, in fome meafure, returned to its former tranquillity.

S B G Tl QN 51k

The Hiftory of Surtan AxBagr, from the Death of
Himu, to that of Byram CHAN.

ULTAN HUSSEIN, the grandfon of Shaw I{maiel Suffvi
advanced, this year, by the orders of Shaw Tamalfp of Iran,

and laid fiege to Kandahar. After a fharp engagement, before
the walls, with Mahummud Kandahari, who commanded in the
place, as deputy of Byram Chan, the city fell into the hands of
the Perfians. Chizer Chaja Chan was, at the fame time, de-

feated by Secunder Shaw, and obliged to fly to Lahore.

The king, having received intelligence of this double difafter,
put his army in motion, and marched towards Punjab. Secunder
Shaw, who had advanced as far as Callanore, retreated upon the

kings’s




THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

king's approach,, to the fort of Mancot, which had been built by
Selim Shaw. Akbar befieged Secunder, in that fortrefs, for the
fpace of fix months; he then began to treat about furrepdering
the place, upon conditions ; and Chan Azim being fent into the
fort to fettle the terms of capitulation, Secunder propofed to that
Omrah, to give his fon, as a hoftage to the king, for his future
obedience, if he himfelf fhould be permitted to retire to Bengal.
This being granted, on the part of Akbar, Sheck Abul Rhiman,
the fon of Secunder Shaw, was, in the month of Ramzan, 964,
brought to the king, with prefents, confifting chiefly of ele-
phants. Secunder Shaw was permitted to retire to Bengal, and
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Mancot was delivered up to Akbar. The king left a trufty

governor 1n the place, and proceeded to Lahore.

Byram Chan, being privately difgufted at favors which the
king had conferred upon fome perfons, whom he fufpeéted to be
enemies to himfelf, for fome days, refufed to come to court.
The king, in the mean time, happened to amufe himfelf with an
elephant fight, and the outrageous animals chanced to run over
the tents of Byram Chan. The minifter immediately {ufpeted,
that this was done defignedly by the king, and he fent to ac-
quaint him : ¢ That he was forry to {ee that he had difobliged
the king : but that, if he deferved Akbar’s diflike, he would be
glad to know the crime he had committed, that he might be the
better able to make his excufe, and then, retire for ever from
the prefence.” The king was touched with an imputation,
which his foul abhorred ; but he condefcended to acquaint By-
ram, that the circumftance, from which his ungenerous {ufpi-
cions arofe, was a mere accident. ‘This, however, did not fatisfy
Byram Chan, who ftill continued to fufpect that the king’s mind
was eftranged from him.
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The king, foon after this tranfa@ion, marched from Lahore
to Delhi.
the fignal fervices which he had rendered to the king, fet himf{elf

Chaja Callan, who was proud of his family, and of

up to oppofe Byram Chan in his adminiftration. That vindi&ive
minifter, to get rid of his antagonift, condemned" him'to “death
upon very flight pretences, which raiféd great commotions
The king alfo exprefled his diflike of this
violent proceeding; for the whole had been ‘done without

among the Omrahs.
his orders.

Upon this occafion, high words arofe between the king and
his minifter ; and the former, in a few days, fet out for Agra.
Though the king did not difcover what had paffed between him
and Byram, the caufe of his journey was no fecret at court. The
people fided with their young king, in this quarrel, and the
power of the minifter began to decline vifibly every day. The
enraged Byram, in the mean time, endeavored to recever his

authority by rigor and feverity.

Much about this time, Mullu Pier Mahummud, who had
been formerly a retainer of Byram Chan, was, on account of his
great abilities, preferred to the high office of tutor to the king.
He foon engroffed a great fhare of the king’s favor ; and the pride
of advancement began to fwell in his heart. He ufed often to
make the Omrahs, who attended his levee, to wait whole hours,
and, at laft, to fend them word that he could not fee them:
which infolent behaviour gave great offence to many. Byram
Chan himfelf was little better treated, one day, by Mahummud ;
and he took it fo much amifs, that, by virtue of his own autho-
rity, he fent the tutor prifoner to Biana, from thence he banifhed
him to Guzerat, and there fhipped him off for Mecca, to profe-

cute his devotion,
The
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The ki ; ig 1 eedi it feemed A D. 556
The king was highly offended at this proceeding, as it {eemed fob &4
The king be-
ing affended,
Byram pro-
jefls an expe-
: dition againft
That fortrefs: was then in the Gualicr.

h to debar him from even the liberty of difpofing of-his own ipgi-
~wvate favors,
projected an. expedition againft Gualier, to divert the king's at-

The artful minifter, perceiving the Sultan’s rage,

tention to . an: other object.
pofieflion of Bibil, one of the:flaves of Selim Shaw, who held
it for Mahummud Shaw, Adili, Bibil, hearing of Akbar’s defign
again{t him, wrote to Ram Shaw, a defcendant of Raja Man
Singh, that as his anceftors had been mafters of Gualier, and as
he did not think himfelf capable to hold out the place againft
the king, he would put it into the poffeffion of the Raja for a
reafonable fum.

Ram Shaw,. glad at this offer, immediately moved towards
the fort: but Kika Chan, who poffefled a jaghier from the king

Grualier de=
livered up 0
Akbar.

in: the neighbourhood of Gualier, raifed all his vaflals, and
attacking Ram Shaw, defeated and drove him into the domi-
Kika, immediately after this victory, returned
Bibil, feeing himfelf thus befieged,
The king being informed of

nions of Rama.
and invefted the fortrefs.
made overtures of capitulation.
this circumftance, ordered Chaja Mahummud Chan, with a de-
tachment, to give Bibil the terms he required, and to fieze upon
the fortrefs. ‘The traitor accordingly, being gratified with fome
money and a promife of future favour, delivered up the impor-

tant caftle of Gualier.

Aélions of

In the courfe of the fame year, Chan Ziman, to wipe off fome ‘
Chan Ziman.

afperfions under which he lay, exerted himfelf in a particular
manner in the king’s fervice ; for he fubdued all the provinces
near Jionpoor and Benaris, which till then were in the hands of
the Patans.

Sheck

Ff2
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Sheck Mahumimud Ghoriy the brother of 'Sheck Phul, who
having been firmly attached to the Chegittai, or Mogul intereft,
during the late: fupremacy of the Patans, had fled to Guzerat,
this year returned to court with his family, and was very
favourably received by the king, who ordered Byram Chan 'to
provide for him in a manner fuitable to his dignity. 'Mahum-=
mud Ghori trufting too'much to the king’s authority, negle@led
to pay that court to Byram Chan which that haughty minifter
expected : Byram' therefore took every poflfible means to avoid
to ferve Mahummud, and made things' fo very difagreeable to
him, that he left the court and' retired to his old family refi-

dence at Gualier.

This being reprefented to the king, revived his former dif-
content againft Byram Chan. ' The artful minifter foon obferved
a vifible alteration in the countenance of his fovereign. He
therefore formed an expedition againft Malava, to turn the king’s
a&ive mind from the private politics of the court. Byram ac-
cordingly called Bahadur, the brother of Chan Ziman from
Debalpoor, and gave him' the command of the army deftined to
act againft Baz Bahadur, who then ruled over Malava.

The: king much about this time went out upon a hunting
party, and made a progrefs as far as Secundra, within forty
miles of Delhi, between the rivers. Mahim his fofter-brother
joined him there, and told him, that his mother was extremely
ill at Delhi, and was very defirous to fee the king. He imme-
diately fet out for Delhi, and Shabul dien Ahmed Chan Neifha-
puri, an Omrah of five thoufand, who then commanded in the
city, came out to meet Akbar with prefents: that Omrah was
in great perplexity how to act. He was affured, that Byram
Chan would impute the king’s journey to Delhi to his intrigues,

* and
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and would not fail to get rid of him; as hehad done of Mu-
fuai Beg; he therefore acquainted: the king of his apprehen-
fions, ‘and begged he might 'be permitted to make a pilgrimage
to:Mecca. The king was very much affected upon hearing this
requeft, by obferving how formidable the power of his minifter
was-become to all his friends ;. but -after, he had eonfidered the
many obligations-under which he and his family lay to that able
man, he could not think of removing him: to leflen how-

ever, in fome meafure, the apprehenfions of Ahmed Chan, the

king wrote Byram that he had.of his owin accord proceeded to
Delhi, and not at:the inftigation of wny perfon; but merely to
pay his refpeéts to his mother; that thereforea letter from him
to appeafe the minds of thofe who were apprehenfive of his
difpleafure, would be extremely! neceffary. » Byram Chan re-
turned for anfwer, that ¢ he thould never entertain refentment
againft any whem the king ‘was pleafed to honor with his
faver.” He moreover fent Hadjee Mabhummud Seiftani and
Tirdi Beg to Delhi, with affurances of his loyalty and abfolute
obedience to'the king's royal pleafuare.

In the mean time, Shabuldien Ahmed Chan ﬁndihg the king
difpofed to prote@ him, and to hear accufations againft Byram
Chan, gave a loofe to his tongue one day in public againft that
minifter. He was joined by the whole court, whom he had
previoufly attached to his intereft.” -In fhort, fo 'many crimes
were alledged againft Byram Chan, particularly his defigns in
favor of Abul Cafim, the fon of Mirza Cameran, that the king
was alarmed and thought it neceffary to curtail ‘his authority.
When therefore Hadjee Mahummud and Tirdi Beg arrived, in-
ftead of being admitted to an audience, they were immediately
imprifoned.

This
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This. breacho betweenthe ‘king and: ByramChan, isorelated
withother particulars' by Abul Fazili :One day at Agra, fays
that great man, one of the king’s elephants in the rutting: {eafon,
attacked an elephant ‘of Byram Chan and killed him. - Byramj
for' this'offence, commanded that the keeper of the king's eles
phants fliould be put’todeath, “without giving any notice to:the
fultan./! Akbar was gréatly difpleafed with this’piece of cruelty,
cfpecially ‘when ‘he found that' the poor man was:innocent,
having loft all his:comimand over the outrageons animal. 1 Soon
after, «continues 'AbulFazil, -asiByram Chan was taking his
pleafureima barge:-on the river, one of : the elephants, which
had been carried down to' the!water, run furioufly againit the
barge, and had almoft funk it, ‘before, “by the uncommeon efforts
of the rider, he was brought to obedience. ' The minifter, na-
turally of a fufpicious and unforgiving  temper; imagined that
thefe were adtually plots laid againft his life; and  he publickly
petitioned the kingto, punifh the rider of the elephant.” The
king, to appeafe, Byram; and to remove all fufpicions, ordered
that the el:ph:int—rider thould be fent  to him, to be punifhed at
difcretion. ~ But Byram, either to make an example to others, or
to gratify his refentment againft the innocent man, who might
even be faid to have faved his life, ordered him alfo to be put
to death.

The king was highly incenfed by thefk two inftances of Byram’s
prefumption and cruelty.  His difpleafure became vifible to the
court ; and there were not wanting many, who made it their
bufinefs by private infinuations, to encreafe his refentment. The
king, at length, came to the refolution of depriving Byram of
the 'reins of government, which required fome delicacy in . the
prefent fituation of affairs. Some authors mention a {cheme

fuggefted




THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN,

foggefted to Alkbar by his: nurfe*; upon this ' occafion,: to get
pofielion’ oft the fedls which were in/Byram:Chan’s-pofiefiion.
They alfo fay, that the difcovered: to him that minifter’s defign
to corifine him, which fhe had accidentally heard, ina converfa-
tién between Byram:and the queen-mether.. This; f{ay they,
was' the circumftance -that: determined Akbar, to ' leave Agra.
Abul Fazil mentions nothing of this: affair; for that hiftorian
informs lus, - with:greater probability," that ' the whole was con-
the young king, who now began . ‘to’ be | tired of @ tutor, and
thought he was capable of ‘acting' for himfelf.. But to return
from  this digreflion.

When it became public that the deputies from Byram:Chan
had been imprifoned by the king," every body predicted the ruin
of the minifter, and endeavoured to fthake'him off as faft as pofli-
ble. They flocked daily to Akbar by hundreds to Delhi. ' That
young prince immediately iffued a proclamation throughout the
empire, that he had taken the adminiftration upon himielf; ‘and
that henceforth no orders, but his own, fhould be obeyed, Byram
Chan being difmiflfed from the regency.

Shaw Abul Mali, who had'been confined in Lahore, having
before this timie found means to efcape, went to Cummil Chan
the Gicker, and engaged him in an expedition againft Cathmire;
but they were defeated with great {laughter.  Mali flying to
Debalpoor, joined himfelf with Bahadur Chan Seiftani, and/ftir-
red himup to rebel': but Bahadur'Chan, repenting of his'refolu=
tion, a quarrel enfued between them, and® Abul "Mali was
driven to Sind. From that place he fled to'Guzerat, and from

* This was fhe that the king went to vifit.at Delhi.
thence

certed between “Adam (Chan and'MahimoAnigah; on the part.of
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thence te, Jionpoor; . from whence Chan' Ziman, by the order of
Byram Chan, fent him priloner toAgra. . He was fent to pers
petual imprifonment in the fort of Biana

Byram Chan, finding that he had no farther hopes from:the
king, began to form a refolution of going to. Malava, to reduce
that countty, and found an independant king&om. To accom-
plith hispurpofe, he proceeded to Biana, and called Bahadur Chan
and ether, Omrahs; who had beén {ent upon the expedition to
Malaya before -him.: , But; perceiving that he was deferted by
thofe- Omrahs, in whom he placed his chief confidence, he began
to defpair of fucceeding in that enterprize. He, therefore; re-
leafed Abul Mali from his confinement,  intending by his affift-
ance and that of Chan Ziman, to dttack the Patans of Bengal,
and to fix himfelf in that kingdom. But before he had pro-
ceeded many days on this {cheme, he changed his refolution, and
took the way of Nagore, with a defign to make a pilgrimage to
Mecca; upon which, Bahadur Chan, Kika Chan, and many
other Omrahs, wheo had determined to follow his fortunes, took
leave of him. But fo irrefolute was the unfortunate Byram be-
come, at a time too when firmnefs, conftancy, and perfeverance
were abfolutely neceflary, that, like a perfon infatuated, he had
no fooner reached Nagore, after having loft all his friends,
than he changed again his refolution of going to Mecca, and be-
gan to aflemble troops, with a view to conquer Punjab.

When the king was informed of this new fcheme of Byram'’s,
hé fent Meer Abdul Latif Shufvini, his own preceptor, with a
meflage to him to the following purpofe. ¢¢ Till now our mind
has been taken up with our educatien, and the amufements of
youth, and it was our royal pleafure, that you fhould be refpon-
fible for our empire. But as it is now our intention to govern
our
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Dl]l‘PCt'rplC] |_1:,:' our own judgment and pfeaf.'u:'c, Tet olir well=
wilher contract his fkirts from the bufinefs of the world, and re-

tire to Mecca, without thirfting after vanity and ambition.”

Byram Chan, upon receiving this letter, profeffed pafiive obe-
dience, and {ent his enfigns of ftate, clephants, banners -and
drums, by the hand of Huffen Kulli Beg Zul Kudder, to the
king. He then returned to Nagore, to prepare for Mecca, being
now abandoned by all his friends, except Willi Beg Zul Kuaddur,
Tfmaicl Kulli Chan, Shaw Kulli Chan Merhum, Haffen Chan
Tughlich, Shech Gaddai, and Chaja Muziffer Alli Jurbutti, the
reft having joined the king. Among the latter, was Abul Mali,
who, coming up to Akbar when hunting, neglected to difmount,
when he made his obeifance, for which he was immediately

confined.

Byram Chan having proceeded on his pilgrimage: as far as
Bickanere, repented of his refolution, and returned again to Na-
gore, where he began to affemble troops. The king being mn-
formed of that proceeding, marched to Jidger. Mulla Pier
Mahummud, being now returned from his banithment, to which
he had been condemned by Byram Chan, was thought a proper
perfon to carry on the war again{t him. He was accordingly
dignified with titles by the king, and fent with an army to-
wards Nagore. The king, in the mean time, returned to Delhi,
and fent orders to Monim Chan, at Cabul, to repair to court.

Byram Chan, upon the appmauh of Pier Mahummud Chan,
fet out for Punjab, and was clofely purfued by that Omrah.
When he arrived at the fort of Tibberhind, he threw all his bag-
gage into that place, which was commanded by one of his ad-
herents, by name Shere Mahummud ; but this traitor no fooner
had got Byram’s effecs into the place, than he began to reckon

Vor. I1, Gg upon
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upon” them as his owh, and turned out the guard which the un-
fortunate minifter had fent to take charge of his baggage. Byram
k2 0 Chan fet out from thence for Debalpoor, which was then
governed by one of his old friends, Dirveth Mahummud Ufbeck.
When he came near the place, he fent his fecretary, Chaja Mu-

=

ziffer Ali, to wait upon him, but that ungrateful man, pretend-
g to be'affronted at Byram’s requeft, ‘confined the fecretary,
and fent him to the king.  Byram Chan, who had conceived
great hopes from his friendthip, was aftonithed at a behaviour {o
common to men in adverfity, and fet out, in great perturbation
of mind, towards Jallender.

Defeated, The king had, by this time, recalled Pier Mahummud Chan,

and appointed Chan Azim to reduce Panjab, and to quell the
T rebellion of Byram Chan. Chan Azim coming up foon after
4 with Byram Chan, at Matchiwarrah, a battle enfued, which was
i maintained with great bravery on both fides ; Chan Azim’s line
i i being broke by the ‘enemy : but at length, feveral of Byram
e Chan's principal officers being killed, he was defeated, and
' F“ Fiestothe  gbliged to fly to the mountains of Sewalic.

nountaing of

OCWRIIG.

After this victory, the king appointed Chaja Abdul Mugid
Hirrivi to the government of Delhi, by the title of Afiph Chan;
and marched in perfon to Lahore. When Akbar had reached
Ludhana, Munim Chan met bim, in his way from Cabul, and
being gracioufly received, was honoured with the title of Chan

Chanan, and made prime minifter of the empire.
Thekingpur-  The king’s army having advanced near the mountains of
[”},'Un:mm Sewalic, a detachment of light horfe entered the hills, where the
s Zemindars of that country, had convened in fupport of Byram
Chan to guard the paffes: but they were driven from poft to poft;

3 upon
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upon which, Byram Chan, in great diftrefs, fent his flave Jem-
mal Chan to the prefence, to reprefent his unfmtunate {ituation,
and to implore the king’s mercy.

Akbar immediately difpatched Mulla Abdulla Sultanpuri,
with affurances of his clemency, and to bring the unhappy Byram
to court. Accordingly, in the month of Ribbi ul Sani, he was
received, at fome diftance from the camp, by a confiderable
number of Omrahs, whom the king had ordered to meet him.
He was brought into the prefence with every poffible mark of
favor and diftin&ion. When he appeared within fight of the
king, he hung his turban round his neck, and fuddenly advancing,
threw himfelf, in tears, at the foot of the throne. The king
inftantly {tretched forth his hand, erdered him to rife, and placed
To difpel
at once his uneafinefs and grief, the king honored him with a
fplendid chelat ; and fpoke to him after the following manner.
«¢.If Byram Chan loves a military life, he fhall‘have the govern-

him in his former ftation, at the head of the Omrahs.

ment of Calpé and Chinderi, in which he may exercife his
martial genius : if he chufes rather to remain at court, our favor
thall not be wanting to the great benefador of our family : bus
fhould devotion engage the foul of Byram to perform a pilgri-

mage to Mecca, he fhall be efcorted in a manner fuitable to hi
dignity.”

Byram Chan replied : “ The royal confidence and friendfhip
for'me, muft be now diminifhed ;
of recovery. Why then fhould I remain in the prefence ? The
clemency of the king is enough for me, and his forgivene(s for my
late errors, a {uflicient reward for my former fervices. Let then
the unfortunate Byram turn his face from this world to another,
and purfue his pilgrimage to Mecca.” ' The king affented to his
Cgz requell
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