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MOGUL EMPIRE,

Its decline, in the Reign of MAHUMMUD
SHAw, to the Prefent Times.
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General Obfervations.---The Succeflion, from Axpar to
3

Manvmmup Suaw. The erowing Imbecillity of the

2 2 X
E r11pi|'e.—~—(}0vr-,-r110rs of the Provinces afifume Inde-
pendence. «Their Intrigues at the Court of Delhi.---
The Invafion of Napir Spaw.

- AHUMMUD CASIM FERISHTA, the author of
M the preceding hiftory, finithes his account of the

kings of Delhi with the death of Akbar, The tran{-
lator is {till in hopes of being able to procure original ‘and au-
thentic hiftories of the empire of Hindoftan, from that period

down to the prefent times, He, therefore, will not break in
You. II. dppendix, - e upon
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HISTORY OF THE DECLINE

upon his defign of giving, fome time or other, to the public, 2
complete hiftory of the TEIENS of the poi’cerit}r of Timur in India,
by retailing the, very imperfmi’t accounts already publithed in

Lurope.

But as, ito- tranflate from the Perfian language is a tafk of labor
and difficulty, his engaging further, in works of this kind, will
depend. entirely upon the reception the public fhall give to his
firft.attempt in that way.  If he fhall find that he is not capable
to acquit himfelf, in fome degree, to the fatisfaction of the world,
he will, in prudence, lay down his pen; and leave that ficld to
men of greater abilities, who may hereafter turn their thoughts
to the fubject.

The tranfa&ions of the court of Delhi, fince the invafion of
Nadir Shaw, are very little known in the Weft. They have not,
even in Afia, been hitherto committed to writing; and if the
prefent confufions of the Mogul empire fhall long continue, it is
probable the memory of them will die with thofe who were
principally concerned in them. ‘This ‘confideration has induced
the tranflator of Ferifhta’s hiftory, to throw together the moft
material events, which happened in the empire, fince the memo-
rable irruption of the Perfians, in the year 1738. He derives his
authority, for fome of the fads, from a Perfian manufcript, now
in his hands, concerning fix years of the reign of Mahummud
Shaw ; and as to the reft, he principally follows a thort fketch of
the affairs of the empire, given to him in writing, by his intimate
friend the Rai Raidn, fecretary of ftate to the prefent mogul.

To continue: the line of connection, between the preceding
hiftory and the reign of Mahummud Shaw, who fat upon the
throne of Delhi when the invafion of Nadir Shaw happened, ‘it

may not be improper; juft to mention the fucceffion of the kings,
from




OF THE MOGUL EMPIRE.

from Akbar to that period.
confulting the moft authentic Perfian hiftories, the author of thiis
account finds himfelf obliged to differ from all the European
writers, who have treated on the fubje&, with regard to the du-

It is neceffary. to obferve, that, after

ration of moft of the reigns,

Upon the death of Akbar, his fon Selim afcended the throne,
in Agra, upon Thurfday the 2oth of Jemmad ul Sani, in the
1014 year of the Higera. He, upon his acceffion; aflumed the
title of JEmANGIRE, and reigncd twenty-two years, nine months,
and tub::*nty days, with much more reputation and fiaccefs than
His death hap-
pened upon Sunday the 28th of Siffer, in the 1037 year of the
Higera.

could have been expected of fo weak a prince.

SuLTAN KurruM, the third fon of Jehangire, mounted the
throne at Agra, upon the 8th of Jemmad ul Sani, in the year
1037, and, under the title of Suaw JEman, reigned thirty-two
years, three months, and twenty days. He was depofed by his
third fon, the famous Aurungzebe, who dated the commence-
ment of his reign, from the firft of Ramzan, in the 1069 of the
Higera. Aurungzebe, upon his acceflion, took the name of
Allumgire *.

ALLUMGIRE, having reigned ffty years, two months, and
twenty-eight days, died, in a very advanced age, at Ahmednagur,
in the Decan, upon Friday the 28th of Zicada, in the 1119 of
the Higera.

#* Though Shaw Jehan was confined during the time his four rebellious fons,
Dara Shekoh, Sultan Suja, Auvrunpzebe; and Morad Bukih, contended for the
crown, yet as Aurungzebe prevailed over his brothers, and dated his reign from
the year 1069y we have included the time of the civil wars in the reign of his
father, :

*A 2 Mahummud
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HISTORY:L OF ' THE DECLINE

Mahumimud Mauzim, Aurungzebe's fecond {fon, fucceeded
hi¢ father in the throne, under the title of BAHADAR SHAW.
He died, after a {hort reign of four years and eleven months,
and was fucceeded by his eldeflt fon, Moaz ul Dien.

Moaz ul Dien, under the title of JERANDAR SHAW, reigned
eighteen months. Some writers do not include him in the {fuc-
ceflion of kings, as the fucceeding emperor, the fon of Azim ul
Shaw, the fecond fon of Bahadar Shaw, under the name of Fir-
rochfere, dated his reign from the death of  his grandfather.

F1RROCHSERE, according to his own computation, reigned fix
years. He was blinded, and afterwards put to death, by the two
Seips, upon the 12th of Jammad ul Sani, in the r130 of the

Higera.

Rarrein vl DiryaT, the fon of Raffeih ul Shaw, the third
{on ‘of Bahadar Shaw, was raided to the throne, by the ambitious
Seids; and after a nominal reign of three months, .was put to
death by the fame faction, by whofe intereft he had obtained the
crown.---His brother RAFFEIH UL DowraT fucceeded him;

but he died in a few days.

ManumMmuDd Suaw, the fon of Jehan Shaw, and grandfon of
Bahadar Shaw, acceded to the throne of Delhi, in the month of
Shawal of the year 1130 of the Higera.--—-Mahummud Shaw,
having rid himfelf of the two Seids, Abdalla Chan, and Hafien
Chan, who had fo long tyrannized in the empire, raifing and de-
pofing kings at pleafure, gave himfelf wholly up to indolence,
and the enervating pleafures of the Haram. The diftractions, betore
Mahummud’s acceflion, oceafioped principally by the ambition
of the Seids,” gave the firft mortal wound to the Mogul empirey
under which it has ever fince languithed. Moft of the Omzahs,
either




OF THE MOGUL EMPIRE.

cither envying or dreading the power of the Seids, formed
ambitious fchemes of independence in their refpective provinces,
which the aparent debility of the regal authority very much
favored. '

Cuttulich Chan, who, as Nizam ul muluck, commanded all the
provinces of the Decan, being fenfible of the weaknefs of
Maliunimud, ' maintained a great ftanding army, under a pretence
of keeping the unfubdued Hindoo Rajas and Mahrattor * chiefs
in awe.._ But the real’ defign of this force was to found an inde-
pendent kingdom for the Nizam in the Decan, as Haffen Caco
Bemeni had done in the reign of Tuglick Shaw { o

To facilitate his ambitious views, the Nizam ul muluck
began to extend his power in the Decan, by the reduétion of the
neighbouring Rajas. Though the revenues of his government
muit have been very confiderably increafed by thefe conquetts;
he remitted none to the Delhi; and, at the fame time, to weaken
the empire, he encouraged, or at leaft, permitted the Mahrattors
to make hoftile incurfions into-the interior provinces. Thefe ir-
regular marauders ravaged the kingdoms of Malava, Narvar,

Bi

1ana and Ajmere, in fuch a-manner,- that no revenues could be
paid by the unfortunate inhabitants.

The weak Mahummud, inftead of checking this infolence by
the {word, difgraced the dignity of the houfe of Timur, by
fubmitting to become, in a manner, tributary to thefe defpicable
banditti. = He agreed to pay them the Chout, or fourth part of
the revenues of thofe provinces, which had been fubjeét to their

% Thefe are they, who are known in Europe, under the d isfigured name of
Marattoes.

+ This Haffen Caco meunted the throne at Kilbirga in the Decan, which city
he called from himfelf, Haflea-abad, upon the 24th of Ribbi ul Achir, in the
748 of the Higera, He affumed the title' of fultan’ Alla ul Dicn.
depre-

7
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HISTORY OF THE DECLINE

depredations:: -From: this pufillanimous canduét of Mahummud,
e may: date -the irretrievable. decline of the Mogul empire,
That opinion, which {fupports government in every country, was
now deftroyed an India; and each petty chieftain began to ftart
into a prince, as he had nothing to fear froma guvcrmnent which
had betrayed fuch evident fymptams of timidity.

Chan Dowran Sumfam ul Dowla was, at this time, Amir ul
Omtah, or: captain-general of the empire. As the offices of
paymafter-general and commander in chief of the troops are
injudicioufly joined in one perfon, in Hindoftan, Chan Dewran had
fich an influence in the ftate, that he engrofled to himfelf all the
minifterial power. He left, in {hort, nothing but their names in
the government to the king and his vigier, Kimmir ul Dien Chan,

Chan Dowran was fly, artful, infinuating; of an adtive and
intriguing difpofition ; in appearance afiuming no authority,
when, at the fame time, he direéted every thing. He executed,
in public, as by the king's orders, whatever he himfelf had
refolved upon in private. ~As the indolent Mahummud was even
averfe to the trouble of thinking, the fuggeftions of this artful
Omrah, who was full of plaufibility, and prompt to execute
whatever he advifed, were always grateful to the royal ear. The
captain-general, though perfonally brave, permitted his mafter’s
authority to be daily infulted by defpicable enemies. He forefaw
that to take the field, without the king, would probably put an
end to his influence over him; for he knew that the difpofition
of Mahummud was fickle and inconftant; and apt to be fwayed
to any thing, by every artful perfon near him.

Dowran made many unfuccefsful attempts to perfuade Ma-
hummud to accompany him to the field. The diflolute monarch

was not to be removed from the luxurious indolence of the
4 palace.
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palace. " The Mahrattors, in the mean' time, continued their
inroads., They ravaged the province of Gugzerat, and raifed
the Chout as far as the Indus. They returned back from that
river, by the way of Ajmere and Biana, and fpread their devafta-
tions to the very gates of Agra.

The captain-general, though much againft his inclination,
found himfelf obliged to march againft thefe plunderers. - But,
inftead of chaftifing them, he inglorioufly promifed to pay them
the Chout, upon condition they fhould immediately evacuate the
provinces.

The barbarians, gaining courage by this fubmiffion, and truft-
ing very little to promifes’extorted by fear, from Dowran, croffed
the Jumna, near Calpee, with'a defign to plunder the province
of Oud. ' Sadit Chan,’ who then pofiefled that fubathip, oppofed
them, between the rivers in the diftrict of Korah, and gave them
a total defeat. They fled to Feridabad near Delhi, whither they
were clofely purfued by Sadit, who had, on'his way, joined the
mnperial army under Dowran.

Before the united armies under Dowran ‘and Sadit came up,
the Mahrattors made an attempt to plunder Delhi. They
were oppofed, without the walls, by ‘two imperial Omrahs,
Haflen Chan and Amir Chan, the former of whom was Ikilled
in the adtion. The Mahrattors had now pofiefled themfelves of
the fuburbs, when Kimmir the vizier, coming up with an army,
put them to flight. But notwithftanding thefe repeated defeats,
the Mahrattors found means to retreat, with a great’ booty to
the Decan.

The king and his minifters, finding that'the Nizam of the
Decan favored the incurfions of the Mahrattors, devifed many
fchemes
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fchemes: tof inveigle him' to’court; that they might deprive him
cither' ‘of his life ‘or government. © The crafty Nizam,. pene-
trating into their defigns, conceived an implacable refentment
againft Chan: Dowran, 'who, he knew, was at the bottom. of
the whole affair. « But as the empire, notwithftanding its grow-
ing imbecillity, was ftill fufficiently ftrong to reduce the Nizam,
had he broke forth in open rebellion, he thought it moft prudent
to.obey the royal command. |1 He, however, previoufly, ftrength-
ened his interefk at conrt, by a eoalition with many great Omrahs,
who were difgufted with the infolence of Dowran.

Cuttulich Chan, having taken a ftep fo neceflary for his own
fafety, fet out for court, leaving his fon Ghaziul Dien in the govern-
ment of the Decan. He arrived at Agra, with a retinue, or rather
an army of 20000 men; and, as he held the office of Vakeel
Muttuluch #; he expeéted to command Chan Dowran, and to
draw all the reins of government into his own hands.

Sadit Chan,-Suba of Oud; pluming. himfelf upon his f{uccels
againft the Mahrattors, afpired to the minifterial power. . The
king continued to favor Dowran, and to fupport him againft the
Wizam;. for, however weak Mahummud was, he could not but
fee through that ambitious governor’s defigns, by his behavior for
fome years back. But, as the Nizam had, upon the fpot; a
force to protect his perfon, and a ftrong party at court; and as
his fon, a man of great parts, commanded all tlm_pl't:Jw'.m:m:t of
the Decan, the king was aflured, that to deprive Cuttulich Chan
of his government, would occafion ja 1'evult,_ which, in its confe-
quences, might prove fatal to the royal houfe of Timur.

In the mean time, Sadit Chan, finding that he could not effect
any thing againit the united interefts of the Nizam and vizier,

# For the nature of this office fee the preface;
who
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who had joined factions, was eafily brought over to their party.
The terms of this coalition were, that swhen the Nizam and Vizier
thould force themfelves into the management of the affairs of
government, Sadit Chan fthould be appointed buckthi#, with the
title of Amir ul omrah, which Dowran at that time pofiefied.

The acceflion of Sadit and his party did not render the faction
of the Nizam and Vizier {ufficiently ftrong to turn Dowran from
his high employ.  He had abfolute pofleffion of the royal ear, and
the army, who depended upon him for their pay, remained firm
to his intereft. The fadtion of the malcontents was reduced to
defpair; and Nizam ul muluck, to gratify his refentment againft
Dowran, concerted, with Sadit, a plan, which gave the laft ftroke
to the tottering authority of the crown,

The famous Nadir Shaw, king of Perfia, was, at this junéture,
in the province of Candahar. The difaffeted Omrahs refolved
to invite him to Hindoftan. They forefaw thata Perfian invafion
would occafion confufions and diftractions in the empire, which
muft facilitate their own fchemes of independence in their
refpective governments ; it muft, at any rate, ruin Chan' Dowran,
which was a very capital objeét to men pofiefied of fuch inveterate
animofities again{t that minifter.

Whether the Nizam did not even extend his views to the empire
itfelf, admits of fome doubt. Many fenfible men in India think
that he did; and affirm, that his opinion was, that Nadir Shaw
would depofe Mahwiimud:; and, fo fecure his conqueft, extirpate
the farhily of Timur: he argued’ with himfelf, that' ds it was
not probable that the Perfian would fix his refidence in Hin-
doftan; he hoped, for his fervices; to fecure to himfelf the vice-

* Paymafer-general of the Forces;

Your. II. Appendix, #*B roythip
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A.D. yp38, royfhip of 'that ilempires and that afterwards time and circum=~

ftances would point out the line of his future proceedings,

Full of thefe ambitious projects, and at’the fame time to
avenge himfelf of his political enemy, the Nizam, in conjunétion
with Sadit, ‘wrote' to 'Nadir Shaw. That monarch received
their letters at Candahar, ‘and, in an anfwer to them, pointed
out many difficulties which he had to furmount in' the pro-
pofed invafion: He reprefented to them, that it would be
extremely difficult to penetrate even into Cabul and Pefhawir,
which provinces Nafir Chan had governed for twenty years, with
great reputation, and kept in pay a formidable army of Moguls
and Afgans: that fhould he even force his way' through the
government of Nafir, there were five great rivers' to ecrofs'in
Punjib, where Zekirriah Chan, fubaddr of Lahore, would eer-
tainly oppofe him; and that even fhould he get over thofe ob-
ftacles, the imperial army {till remained to be defeated.

Nizam ul muluck, and hiscolleague in treafon, endeavoured
to remove the king’s objections, by afluring him, that they
would bring over the governors of the frontier provinces to their
faction; and that, as they themfelves commanded one half of
the imperial army, little danger was to be dreaded from the
other. Nadir Shaw began his march from Candahar, with a
great army, about the vernal equinox of the 1149 of the Higera.
He took the rout of Ghizni, and the governor of that city eame
out with prefents, and {fubmitted himfelf and the province to the
king, ' agreeing to pay the ufual revenuesito Perfia. 'Nadir Shaw
continued his march from Ghizni to Cabul, which city he im-
mediately invefted. Shirza Chan, an omra of feventy years of
age, was, at this time, governor of Cabul, Being fummoned,
he
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he:refufed to furrender; and made the proper. difpolitions for an,

obiftinate defence.

The king of Perfia finding that neither fair promifes nor threats

could induce Shirza to open the gates/of Cabul; affaulted the
place for fix days together. In this defperate. manner, ‘many. of
the braveft foldiers, who fuffer moft upon thefe occafions, fell ;
without making any impreflion on the befieged : upon the
feventh day, Nadir Shaw found means to bring over to his party
Nafir Chan, governor of the province of Cabul, the fon of that
Nafir, who was, for twenty years, fubadir of Pefhawir, That
traitor, ‘with the provincial army, prefented himfelf at that gate
of the eity which was oppofite to the fide of the attack, and
fent a letter to the gallant Shirza. He requefted immediate
admittance to the place, to prevent his being cut off by the
cnemy ; infinuating, that his forces, when joined with the gar=
rifon, would be a match for the Perfians in the field.

The unfortunate Shirza, not fufpeting the treachery of the
young Omrah, confented to receive within the walls the women
and baggage of the provincial army ; butinfifted that the troops
fhould encamp before the gate, till they fhould confult together
what was beft to be done upon this urgent occafion.

The women and baggage were accordingly admitted, with 4
proper guard, and Shirza, with a few attendants, went out to
have an interview with Nafir. | No fooner was Shirza out of the
city, than the king of ‘Perfia began a general-aflanlt; while:one
Abdul Rahiny, an officer of the traitor Nafir, feized npon Shirza;
and confined him,

%B 2 'The

A, D, 1738,
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Ehe two. fons of Shirzay;ignotant of their father's fate, in the
mean time defended the gates with great firmnefs and refolution;
till one of them was killed by that part of Nafir's army that had
been admitted into the city, . The remaining brether; in this
defperate fituation, knew not which enemy he ought to eppofe,
while the garrifon, ftruck with terror and confufion, deferted
their pofts upon the wall.  Nadir Shaw took advantage of this
panick, forced open the gates, took the place, maflpcred many
of the inhabitants, and inhumanly put tg death the gallant
Shirzz Chan and his {on,

The king of Perfia found in the treafury of Cabul two. crores
of roupees, and effects to the value of two: creres more: in
thefe were included four thoufand complete fuits of armour, in-
kid with gold; four thoufand of polithed fteel, four thoufand
mails for horfes, and a great quantity of fine tiffues and drefles,
depofited in Cabul by Shaw Jehan. Nadir ‘Shaw remained at
Cabul feven months, before he would attempt. to crofs the Indus.
He, in the mean time, keptupa correfpondence with the con-
{pirators in Delhi, and maturely fettled his plan of -operations.
He, at length, put his army in motion, and directed his march:
to Pithawir.

Nafir Chan, fubadar of Pifhawir, had wrote, repeatedly, to
the court of Delthi, for fuccours ; but €han, Pewran, in his
anfwers, affeGed to defpife the king of Perfia; and infinvateds,
that it was impoflible he could meditate the: conqueft of Hin-
duftan. He, however, promifed, from time: to. time, that he
himfelf would march: with: the: imperiak domy; and drive: the
invader back to Perfia., The difaffeted Omrahs wrote, at the
ﬂunc time, to Nafir, to make the beft terms he could with Nadir
z Shaw;
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Shaw ; -for that there was little-hopes of *his being reinforced a: p. 1718, bl
withiany part of the royal army. &..“I.I

Nafic Chan, finding himfelf neglected by the court, ‘after'a (il
faint refiftance, furrendered himfelf prifoner to' the king of Perfia, et
upon the 2oth of Shabin. ' He wds foon after taken nto” favor Novemb. zo: ! i '|'|i i
by that monarch, and appoeinted one of his viziers. Nadir Shavw :
hiad, by this time, croffed the Attock or the Nildb, one of the wtit ! )
moft confiderable of the five branches of the Indus. - He fiued

out an' order to ravage the countsy, tofpread the terror of his %
arms far and wide..

Daily advices of the approach of the Perfians came to Delhi.
A general confternation among the people, and a- diftralion in
the ‘councils of the government enfiued. The king and his mi-
aifter, Dowran, were fo: weak, that éither they did not fufpect
the treachery of the difaffected Omrahs, or fook no meafures to
prevent their defigns.. ‘New obftacles were daily thrown in: the
way of the military prepardtions of Dowran, 'till the Nizam and
his colleagues thought, that the procraftination 'which they had.
occafioned, had fufficiently weakened the imperial caufe. '

L B T TR

Upon the ficft of Ramzan, the Vizier, the Nizam ul muluck,
and Dowran, incamped without the city, with a great train of
artillery, .and began to levy forces.. INadir Shaw, during thefe "i:l.:“ ;
tranfactions, crofled the Bea, and on. the firlt of Shawal appeared a1
before Lahore. Zekeriah ' Chan, governor of the city and pro- :
vince, who.was incamped with sooo horfe before the walls, il
retreated inte the city.. He, the next day, marched out and mﬁﬂd
attacked the Perflans.. A general rolit of his army was the con- i |
fequence, and the conquerors were' fo clofe to the Heels of ‘the Jansary. ; |
ran-aways, that they poffefled themfelves of the gates.---Ze- _;; m« :
keriah

Deécember 15
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keriah, svaited’ immeédiately, upon’ Nadir Shaw, with a nazir. of
half a lack of roupees, was politely received by that monarch,
and Lahore was preferved from being plundered.

The king .of, Perfia continued his march towards: Delhi, and;
upon the 14th of Zicada, appeared in fight of the imperial army.
Mahummud Shaw, was incamped upon the plains of Karnal; fo
that only the canal, which  fupplied Delhi with water, divided
the armies. .| The Moguls had only poflefled themf{elves of  that
ground about two. days before the arrival of Nadir, Shaw, and had
thrown up entrenchments and redoubts before them, mounted
with five hundred pieces of artillery. The army, which the
king now commanded in perfon, confifted of 150,000 horfe, ex-
clufive of irregular infantry. This unweildy body of militia was
compofed of all forts of people, colletted indifcriminately in the
provinces, by the Qmrahs, who thought that a fufficient number
of men and horfes was all that was neceflary to form a good army.
Subordination was a, thing unknown in the Mogul camp : the
private foldier, as well as the Omrah, acted only by the impulfe .
of his own mind.

The Perfians, though not fo numerous as the Moguls, were
under fome degree of regulation. The rank of Nadir Shaw's
officers was determined ; and his own commands were inftantly
and implicitly obeyed. Severe to excefs, he pardoned no negleét
or difobedience in his Omrahs. He has even been known to
fend an effawil * to a general, at the head of 5000 horfe; with
orders to make him halt and receive corporal punifhment, for a
mifdemeaner, in the front of his own men.  Though this rigor
may be thought in Europe too tyrannical and repugnant to.a mi-
litary {pirit; yet, in a country where the principles of honor are

¥ A mace-bearer,

little




OF THE MOGUL EMPIRE,

hittle known, ‘fear is the ftrongéft motive to"a frick perfmmq‘-i:.(.
of dtlty

Sadit Chan, upon the 14th of Zicada, havingout-marched his
baggage, joined the imperial'army. " Jaft as he was réceiving an
honorary  drefs *'from ' Mahummud " Shaw,” advice’  éaime *that
the Herawils of Nadir Shaw had attacked his baggage. ' Sadit
Chan requefted of the king to be permitted to' march out againft
the Herawils. " The whole of this attack was 'a’'plan coneerted
between Nadir Shaw and 'thé traitor, in order to draw the Mo-
guls ‘from their entrenchments. The king, however, 'laid his
commands upon Sadit to wait until the next morning, when,
““ by the favor of God,” he intended to march out, with his
whole army, to give the Perfians battle.

But fo little did Sadit regard Mahummud’s orders, that, as
foon as he had quitted the ‘prefence, he iffited” out with 1060
horfe, which he had brought from his government, and attacked
the ‘enemy. A mock engagement‘now 'commenced, between
Sadit and a part of the Perfian army ; who were ordéréd to retreat
before him. He fent repeated meflages, from the field to the
king, requefting more troops, dnd that he would drive the enemy
back to Perfia.

Mahummud, . juftly incenfed at the difobedierice of ' Sadit,
would not, for fome time, permit any {uccours to be fent to him.
Chan Dowran; at length, prevailed with'the king to ‘permit him,
with rsooo men, to'fupport Sadit. “Whén Chan Doiran eanié
up to the field, Sadit, in' a feigned attack, joined :the ‘Perfians;
and permitted himfelf to be taken prifoner. -~ His defign was to
get the ftart of his partner in treafon, 'Nizam ul'muluck; #in' én=
gaging the Perfian monarch in his intereft.

I In
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HISTORY OF THE DECLINE

In the mean time, the troops of BSadit being ftrangers ta
the treachery of their commander, joined Chan Dowran, and con-
tinued the engagement. Chan Dowran was immediately attacked
on all fides, by the bulk of the Perfian army. He, however,
for {ome time, maintained his ground with great firmnefs and re-
folution; and was at length unwillingly drawn from the field,
though he had received a wound which foon after proved mortal,
by three repeated meffages from the king, commanding his im-~
mediate attendance.

Mahummud Shaw was, with good reafon, apprehenfive that
Nizam ul muluck, who was then in the camp, was preparing to
feize him, which made him fo anxious for the prefence of Dow-
ran. When the wounded general appeared before the l-:in.g, he '
told him the fituation of affairs, and earneftly intreated him to
permit him to return to the field, with: the troops which were
under his immediate command, as captai n-general, cenﬁﬂ:ing off
36000 then, together with two hundred pieces of  cannon.
<« Grant my requeft,”’ faid he, ¢ and you thall never fee me ré<
¢ gurn but in triumph.”

The king was now perplexed beyond meafure. He dreaded
the defigns of the Nizam, thould Dowran be abfent, and, atthe
fame time, he durft not permit the traitor to march out of the
lines, for fear he fhould join the Perfians. He, thercfore, fell
into the common error of weak minds, and hefitated, in hopes
that delay would give birth to a more favorable concurrence: of -
events.---He was deceived : the happy moment, for the prefer-
vation of himfelf and the empire, was now upon the wing.
His troops maintained. fiill their ground, under. Muzziffer, the .
gallant brother of Dowran; and a reinforcement would: furn the,
fcale of victory in their. favor.

When




OF THE MOGUL EMPIRE.

When Chan Dowran quitted the field, the command of thofe
Moguls, who were engaged, devolved upon his brother Mpzziffer,
"That brave Omrah made a violent charge upon the Perfian army,
and penetrated to the very door of Nadir Shaw's tent.  There,
for want of being fupported from the camp, Muzziffer, Aff]
Ali Chan, Dowran's fon, Raja, Gugermull,, Meer Mullu, Ladgar
Chan, and twenty-feven oflicers of diftinétion, covered one fmall
{pot of ground with their bodies. Ten thoufand common Mogul
foldiers were flain in this defperate action; which had almoft
proved fatal to Nadir Shaw, for his whole army were upon the
point of giving way ;. {feveral great detachments having fled. back
forty miles from the field of battle. After the engagement, the
few that remained of the Moguls, retired within the entrench-
ments *.

Chan Dowran,: though wounded, had that night an interview
with;the Nizam ul muluck. . It was agreed; that the whole army
fhould: next morning march out of the lines, and attack the Pers
fians in-their,camp. . But when the morning came, Chan Dow-
ran’s wound, which he had rececived in the arm, was fo much
inflamed, that he could not act, and, therefore, the meditated ats
tack was delayed: In the evening of the 18th, a mortification
enfuedy which was then attributed: to fomething applied to the
wound by a furgeon bribed by the Nizam; and many in India
{tilb continue  in the fame belief. Be that as it will; Chan
Dowran expired : that night,;” amidft: the ' tears: of his fovereign,
who had a great friendthip for him.

4 -

* Frafer fays, that only 4000 Perfians were engaged ; but,we have reafon to

doubt his authority, as we derive our account from feveral perfons, who were
prefent in the action.

Vor. II. Appendix, #() When
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‘When this braye, Omrah, on whom;alone  the hopes, of - Ma-
hummud Shaw refted, was dead, Nizam ul muluck ftood: un-
rivalled in the management of affairs, The whole authority de-
volved upon him, and the king became a cypher in the midft of
hlS OWD cAmp., The traitor finding now. the power of  the em-
pn‘c in hn handQ, undei a certainty of being able, te difpofe of
the king at any time, according to his own pleafure, fet a treaty
on foot wlrh Nadir Shaw, for the immediate return of that mo=
nurch mtqil:':.rfu So little hopes had the Perfian, at this time,
c-f conquermg the Mmgul é!lllplr#, that he aétually agreed for the
pitiful fum of fifty lacks of roupees to evacuate Hindoftan.

Sadit Chan, who, we have already obferved, was in the Perfian
r._amip, hearing of thefe tranfactions, ufed all, pofiible means to
break off the treaty. ‘The regard of Nadir Shaw to his plighted
faith, was not proof againft the lucrative offers of Sadit. That
Omrah promifed to pay to the Perfian two crores of roupees out
of his own private fortune, upon condition he fhould reduce the
Nizam, and place himfelf at the head of the adminiftration.--~
In the mean time, the Nizam; who was now appointed Amir ul
omrah, by Mahummud, finding that Nadir Shaw broke the
treaty, began to talk in a high ftrain, and to make preparations
for coming to a&ion with the Perfians, to which the king fire-
nuoufly urged him. But the aétive {pirit of Nadir Shaw was not
idle during thefe tranfactions. He poffefled himfelf of feveral
ftrong pofts, round the Indian -;_::ui‘lp, _nnd totally cut off their
fupplies of provifions. The Nizam pcr-::ewfng that he muft act
with great difadvantage, if he ﬂmuld marc:h out of his lines and
aftack the Perfians, began to renew the treaty, and offered more
than Sadit had done to Nadir Shaw,

Mahummud,
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- Mahumitaud, “Beinglafomyed thae tHet ewd vl lains, " with-
otit’ s’ commumcatmn, were makmg fﬂpﬂmm bargains, 'ﬂ}mlt
himfelf ‘and his empire, and that'he ever Had ot the haddw of
authority in his ‘own canp, took a4’ fudden refSlition to theow
!nml'eIf' upon ‘the clezncncy of "Nadir SHaw. "' % A déclaréd énd’

<y, faid? he “fo ¥HETF% Fiends?who 1till adheted ' to’ lum
¢ 18'by‘né'means to bel drdadéd fo ‘much 4 fecrat focs, under the
“ {pecious chardcer of ' fricids.” Having, thercforc, pmvmuﬂy
acquainited the Peérfian’ of his intchtions, 'He ilt out in the morh-

g of thé Zath] i his travelling thrdne, Wl’th 4 fmall rEtmuL,'
for Nadir Shaw's camp. *

‘Fhe'king of ‘Perfia; upon the Mogu] 5 *1ppmach fent his fon,
Nifir' Alla Mirza,1to condti& hith to the royal tent. Nadu Shaw'
advianced 4 few 'ftéps froth hid Mufiid) and embraced Mahum-.
mud; and, fitting'down,” placed Him tiport ‘his Teft Rand. The,
fubftance ‘of their cohverfation’ has been already ‘given' to ‘the
public'by ‘Frafer:' and; " therefore; ‘we ‘HAll” only obferve h-:mr
that Nadir' Shaw fevérely reprimanded Mahtmmud, for”his pu-,
{llanimous behaviour; 'in" paying the Chdut 'to' the M-mhmttms,
and for fuffering himfe]f to be invefted in his camp, in the v ‘

er_*,r
1)
center of his dominions, w:thout m'tkmg one Iuwh effort to re-.

pel ‘theitivafion, 7 e

(TN S

Nadir Shaw, after this converfatmn, retired to another thr
ealled to him his 114:-31', and confulted with him what was ucﬂ:_
to ‘be done with M1hummud, in this critical fituation. The
vizier told him, that, (hotlld 'he wnﬁnc the king, the ';\:zun'
who' domifianded the aritiy, ‘would nnmcdmtglv act for himfu,h i
and, as he was an able officer, thLy m:rrl':lr meet with =>|r::Lt diffi-
culty in rcducmg him. But that, fhould the king be permitted
ta bttt o the camp with affurances of friendfhip and pro-

*0 2 teClion,
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tection, a party would join Mdhummud," that would, "d¢ leaﬂ
be a ballance againft the influence of the szam.

Nadir Shaw faw the propriety of what his vizier advifed.
He immediately returned to the royal tent, and told Mahummud,
that, as hitherto the 1mperial houfe of Timur had not ijured
the Perfians, it was far from his intentions to dcprivc Mahum-
mud Shaw of his kingdom. ¢ But,” faid he, with a deter-
mined look, - * the expence of this expedition muft be paid,
¢ and, during the time of collecting the money, my fatigued
“« army mulft refrefh themfelves in Delhi,”

The emperor made little reply to Nadir Shaw’s difcourfe.
Fe was, however, permitted to return to his camp, 4nd the Per-
fian began to lay fchemes to feize the Nizam. One Cafim’ Beg
was employed in this affair.  He, in Nadir Shaw’s name, made
the Nizam many proteftations of friendfhip, and obtained a
promife, that he would vifit that monarch i his camp. He ac-
cordingly, upon the 24th, fet out, and was, immediately upon
his arrival in the Perfian lines, feized, and, together with fome
great Omrahs who attended him, confined.

Mahummud Shaw, looking upon the Nizam’s confinement as
a plan laid by the traitor himfelf, in order that he might ncgotin[e
matters with the Perfian with more fecurity, detérmined to pay
a fecond vifit to Nadir Shaw.--~That monarch had, by this time,
fecured moft of the Mogul omrahs, one after another, and when
Mahummud, upen the 26th, arrived in the camp, a tent was
pitched for him near the royal pavilion. The unfortunate Ma-
hummud was carzied into his tent, and left for fome time alone,
A collation was brought him, and he ate very heartily ; with-

eut betraying any fymptoms of being affe@ed with' his unhappy

¥ {fituation,
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fitwation. | | Nadir Shaw was gréatly aftonifhed when hie heard of 4. p. 1719.

Mahummiud’s behavior, and éxclaimied ; - What kind of man
s« muft this be, who can, with fo much indifference, give his
s¢ frecdom and empite to the wind ? But we are told, by the
¢¢ wife, that greatnefs of mind confifts in two extremes: to
« {uffer patiently; orto act boldly; to delpife the world, or to
« exert all the powers of the mind to command it. ‘This man
¢ has chofen the former: but the Iatter was the choice of Nadir
# Shaw,”

Though Mahummud was hindered from returning te his own:
camip, hewas permitted to have all his domettics about him, who
semounted o three thoufond. A thoufand Kiflelbath horfe
mounted guard upon him: but this preténded honor, which was
conferred wpen Bim; was a certain badge of his forlorn condi-
tion. = In the mean time; Kummir ul dien, the vizier, Surbullind
Chan, Nizam vl muliick, and all the pricipal Mogul omrahs,
were kept in the fame kind of honorable confinement. The
Perfian had now nothing to fear from an army without officers.
He entered the canip, feized upon the ordnance, the military
cheft, the jewel-nﬂice, the watdrobe and armory.-=-He ordered
three months pay to be immiediately advanced to his troops, and
the beft of the artillery he fent off to Cabul.

Upon the 2d of Zehidge, Nadif Shaw moved from Karnil
towards Delhi. The emperor, guarded by ten thoufand men,
marched a few miles in hisrear. The Mogul army were, at the
fame time, ordered to march in two'irregular columns, one on
each fide of the Perfians, the front of whofe column was ad-
vanced two miles beyend the other two: By continued marehes,
Nadir Shaw arrived upon thé 8th in-the fuburbs of thecity.  He
hinifelf, at the lead of 12000 horfe, éntered the city next day.

“The.

e

Y At :
AR ST T e

.




1 73G9

HISTORY  OF , FEHE; DECLINE;:
The king of Perfia, finding himfelf in poflefiion of Delhiy

called Nizam ul muluck and, Sadit Chan into his prefence, and -

addrefled them in the following extraordinary manner: % Are
“ not you both. moft ungrateful villains to your king andicoun=
“ try; who, after pollefling - fuch. wealth .and ' dignities; icalled
“ me, from my own dominions, to ruin them and yourfelves ?
¢ But I will {courge you all with my wrath, which is the inftru-
“ ment of the vengeance of God.” Having fpoke thefe words,
he {pit upon their beards, and turned them, with every mark of
indignity, from his prefence.

After the traitors were thruft out into the court of. the palace,
the Nizam addrefled himfelf to Sadit Chan, and fwore, by the
holy prophet, that he would not furvive this indignity. Sadit
Chan applauded his refolution, and fwore he would fivallow
poifon upon his return home; the Nizam did the fame; and

both determined in appearance upon death, retired to their. .

rci‘p eﬂive houfes.

Sadit Chan, in the mean time, fent a trufty fpy to bnng him

intelligence when 1he Nizam fhould take his draught. The :

Puz::un, being come homc, appeared in_the deepeft affliction,:

but havmg prwatcly mumated his plot to a fervant, he ordered:

him to bring him the polfon The {ervant a&ed l‘us part well,
He brought him an innocent draught, with great, reluctance.

The Nizam, after fome hefitation, and having formally faid his,

prayers, drank it off in the prefence of Sadit’s {py, and foon

sfter pretendeg to fall dawn dead, - oo ppa s

The fpy ha&cned ‘chk fa-has mai‘tcr_. ‘and toId Jhim 1 thm: l:he: -
Sadlt aﬂ1qm¢d of bcmg outc{ﬂ;m in a L

\Ilzmn had Juﬂ: cxplrf:d

.....
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real poifon, and became' the' jift infhnmrent of punifhment t6 his
own villainy.'' The Nizam was'not athamed’'to Tive, though none

had greater reafon.  "He even prided 'in"that wicked " trick, hy'

which he had rid himfelf of his riv;ﬂ,--':11_1d'nl'tc;wm'{ls actually
enjoyed the'intended fruits of all' his Villainies,

The Perfian, ' in the mean time, placed g'um;;i's upon the gates
of ‘Delhi, ‘with orders to permit no perfon’ whatever to pafs in or
out without his {pecial licence. " Thefe ftri¢t injunétions were
given to prevent the inhabitants from evacuating® the place, and
from carrying away their wealth., He, at the fame time, iflued
his' commands, that no perfon whatfoever fhould be molefted ;
but he'demanded twenty-five crores, as a contribution for {paring
the city.

‘Whilft the magiftrates were contriving ways and means to raife
this enormous fum, by laying a tax in proportion to their wealth
on individuals, famine began to rage in the city, as all commu-
nication with the country was cut off. Upon the roth Nadir
Shaw ordered the granaries to be opened, and {old rice at a certain
price. . This occafioned a prodigious mob in all the public Bazars,
particularly in the Shawgunge, or'royal market. A Perfian kif-

felbath in this market, feeing a man felling pigeons, feized by

force upon his bafket. ‘The fellow, to whom the pigeons be-

longed, made a hideous outcry, and proclaimed aloud, That Nadir
Shaw had ordered a general pillage.

The mob immediately fell upon the Kiffelbath, who was pro-
tected by fome of his own countrymeh. A great tumult arofé,
and fome perfons, bent upon more mifchief, cried aloud, That
Nadir Shaw was dead; and that now was the time to drive the
Perfians out of the city. The citizens, ‘who in general carried
ArES,
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arms, drew their {words, and began to cut to pieces the Perfiaps,
wherever they could bs found. The reportof the death of Nadir
Shaw flew, like lightning, through every ftrect in Delhi; and all
places were filled with tumult, confufion, and death. Itwas now
dark, .and the Perfians, who had been flraggling through the. city,
returned to the citadel, ‘except two thoufand who were killed by

the mob.

About twelve o’clock at night, the king of Perfia was informed
of thefe tranfactions. He immediately ordered what men he had
with him under arms, and, putting himf{elf at th::irhcad, marched
out as far as the Mufgid of Rofhin ul Dowlat. He thought it
prudent to halt there tll day-light fhould appear. He, in the
mean time, fent for the Nizam, Sirbillind Chan, and Kimmir ul
dien, and threatened to put them to inftant death, charging them
with fomenting. thefe tumults. They fwore upon the Coran, that
they were innocent, and he pardoned them.

When day began to appear, a perfon from a neighbouring: ter-
race fired upon Nadir Shaw, and killed an officer by his fide,
The king was fo enraged, that, thongh the tumult had, by this
time, totally fubfided, he ordered the officers of the cavalry to
lead their fquadrons. through the ftreets, and {fome mufqueteers
to. fcour the terraces, and to commence a general maffacre among
the unfortunate inhabitants. This order was executed with f{o
much rigor, that, before two o'clock in the afternoon, above
100,000, without diftinétion of age, fex, or condition, lay
dead. in, their blood, though not above one third part of the city
was vifited by the fivord. Such was the panic, terror and con-

fufion of; thefe. poor wretches, that inftead of bravely oppofing,.

death, the men threw down theirarms, and, with their wives
and children, {ubmitted themfelves like fheep, to the flaughter.
One
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One Perfian foldier often butchered i whole family, without
meeting with any refiftance. The Hindoos, according to their
barbarous cuftom, flut up their wivés and daughters, and fet

p-

fire to their apartments, and then threw themielves into the
flames. ‘Thoufands plunged hu::d]:rng mto wells and were
drowned ; death was f{een in every horrid thape; and,, at laft,

by
{eemed rather to be fought after than avoided.

The king of Perfia fat, during this. dreadful fcene, in the
Pﬂuf};ld of Rofhin ul Dowlat. None but his flaves durft come
near him, for his countenance was dark and terrible. At length,

the unfortunate emperor, attended by a number of his chief

Omrahs, ventured to approach him with downcaft eyes, The
Omrahs, who preceded Mahummud Shaw, bowed down their
forcheads to the ground. Nadir Shaw fternly afked them twhat
they wantedr They cried out, with one voice, * Spare the city.”
Mahummud' faid not a word, but the tears flowed faft from his
eyes. The tyrant fheathed his fword, and faid, * For the fake
" of Mirza Mahummud, I forgive.” ;

No fooner had he pronounced thefe words than, according to
our author, the maffacre was ftopt; and fo inftan tancous was the
eftet of his orders, that in a few minutes every thing was
calm in the city. He then retired into the citadel, and inquired
into the original caufe of the tumult. Seid Neaz Chan, the
fuperintendant of the royal market, for having been ative in
this affair, was put to death. Kifrah Chan, a brave Omrah, for

having defended his houfe againft the Perfians who ,came to,.

maffacre his family, but who had not been concerned in the
tumult, was beheaded.

Vor.Il. Appendix. *D The
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The tyrant’s thirft for blood was not yet fatisfied. 'He fent
detachments daily to plunder the villages near Delhi, and to put
a1l the inhabitants to the {word. Six thoufand of the inhabitants
of. Mogulpurra were cut off for a very trivial offence. He fent
a party into the royal market, where the tumult firft arofe, and
ordered feven hundred perfons to be feized mdifcriminately, and
to cut off their nofes and ears.

When now all. difturbances were quelled by the blood of the
unfortunate Delhians, the king of Perfia had leifure fo pillage
the city at pleafure. He feized upon the public treafure and the
regalia of Mahummud Shaw. In the treafury feveral vaults were
difcovered, in which much wealth lay concealed, as well as
many valuable effects.  In the public treafury was found in fpecic,
three crores of roupees: in the private vaults near two crores
more. The Jéwaer Channa * was eftimated at twenty-five crores,
including the Tucht Taoos, which alone coft ten. The royal
wardrobe and armory were valued at five crores.  Six crores were
raifed in fpecie, by way of contribution, upon the city, and about
eight crores in jewels; all which, together with horfes, camels
4hid elephants, amount to about fifty crores, or fixty-two millions
five hundréd thoufand pounds of our money.

Great cruelties were exercifed in levying the contributions tipon
the city. Under an arbitrary government, like that of India,
individuals find it neceflary to conceal their wealth. Some
Omirahs, therefore, who had very little were taxed very high,
whillt others who were rich came off with a moderate fum.
Many of the former, under the fuppofition, that they aéually
poflefied more wealth, were, after they had given all they were

% The jewel-office.
worth
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worth. in the world,  tortured to death ; whilft others, to avoid
pain, thame and poverty, put, with their own hands, an end to
their miferable exiftence,

Upon the 21t of Mohirrim, the king of Perfia celebrated the
nuptials of his fon, Mirza Nafir Alli, with the daughter of Ezidan
Bukih, the fon of Keam Bukfh, and grandlon of the famous
Aurungzebe, The Shaw himfelf difcovered a violent defire to
efpoufe the beautiful daughter of Muziffer Chan *; but he was
prevented by one of his wives, who had the ‘art to command the
furious fpirit of Nadir Shaw, which the reft of the world could
fiot controuls

During -all. thefe tranfaltions the gates of the city were keps
fhut. ' Famine began to rage every day more and more ; butthe
Shaw was deaf to the miferies of mankind. The public fpirit.of
Tucki, a famous actor, deferves to be recorded upon this occafion.
He exhibited a play before Nadir Shaw, with which that monarch
| was fo well pleafed, that he commanded Tucki to afk what he
{ wifhed fhould be done for him. Tucki fell upon his face, and
faid, ““ O king, command the gates to be opened, that the poor
* may not perith.” His requeft was granted, and half the city
k poured out into the country; and the place was fupplied in a few
days with plenty of provifions.

,| The king of Perfia, having now raifed all the money he could
| in Delhi, reinftated Mahummud Shaw in the empire, upon the
| third of Siffer, with great folemnity and pomp. He placed the
I crown upon his head with his own hand, and prefented him with
a rich chelat; diftributing, at the fame time, forty more among
the Mogul omrahs. He then gave to the emperor fome in-
ftructions concerning the regulation of his army; to which he

® The brother of Chan Dowran; He was {lain in the battle at Karnal.
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A.D, 1730. added Jome general maxims of government. < He put him upon

his guard againft the Nizam, who, he plainly perceived, afpired
above the rank of a fubject. ¢ Had not I,” faid the king of
Perfia, ¢ foolithly: pafied my word for his fafety, the old * traitor
*“ {hould not now live to difturb Mahummud.”

Every thing being ready upon the 7th, for Nadir Shaw’s
return to Perfia, {trict orders were iflued to his army to carry no
{laves away, nor any Indian women, contrary to their inclinations,
upen pain of immediate death. Before his departure, he obliged
Mahummud formally to cede to the crown of Perfia, the pro-
vinces of Cabul, Pefthawir, Kandahir, Ghizni, Moultan and
Sind, or, in general, all thofe countries which lie to the north-weft
of the Indus and Atto¢. The whole of the treafure which Nadir
Shaw carried from' Hindoftan, amounted, by the beft computa-
tion, to eighty millions of our money.

When this deftruftive comet, to ufe the expreflion of our
Indian author, rolled back from the meridian of Delhi, he burnt
all the towns and villages in his way to Lahore, and marked his
rout with devaftation and ‘death. **But before he difappears be-
¢ hind the mountains of Perfia,” fays our author, continuing the
mctapimr of the comet, * it may not be impmpcr to throw fome
light on the character of this fcourge of Hindoftan.” Nadir
Shaw, together with great ftrength of body, was endued with
uncommon force of mind. Innured to fatigue from his youth,
ftruggling with dangers and difficulties, he acquired vigor from
oppofition, and a fortitude of foul, unknown in a life of eafe.
His ambition was unbounded and undifguifed: he never fawned
for power, but demanded it as the property of his {uperior parts.
Had he been bern to a throne, he deferved it; had he conti-

& The Nizam was- near ]]inet; years of -ages
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nued: a {ubje, his glories would thave been lefs dazzling; ‘but A.D: 17

more permanent and pure.

In a country where patriotifim and: honor are principles little
known, fear is the only'means to inforce ‘obedience.  This.ren-
dered Nadir Shaw {o cruel and inexorable, that eoften, in his
rage and the hurry of action, he inflicted general punifhments
for the'crimes of a few. Courage, which he poflefled in com-~
mon with the lion, was his only virtue ; and he owed his great-
nefs to the great defects of his mind. Had' his eye melted at
human miferies, had his foul fhuddered at murder, had his
breaft glowed once with benevolence, or, had his heart revolted
at any injuftice, he might have lived to an old age, but he would
have died without the name of Nadir *.

* Wonderful,

SECTION




	Seite 1
	Seite 2
	Seite 3
	Seite 4
	Seite 5
	Seite 6
	Seite 7
	Seite 8
	Seite 9
	Seite 10
	Seite 11
	Seite 12
	Seite 13
	Seite 14
	Seite 15
	Seite 16
	Seite 17
	Seite 18
	Seite 19
	Seite 20
	Seite 21
	Seite 22
	Seite 23
	Seite 24
	Seite 25
	Seite 26
	Seite 27
	Seite 28
	Seite 29

