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A D, 1747,

HISTORY OF THE DECLINE

S2EYCE T O N JaaiE
The Hiftory of the Reign of AuMeED SHAW.

PON the 17th of Ribbi ul Sani, in the'year 1160 of the
) 'Higera, AumMED SHAW, the fon of Mahummud, mounted
the throne cf Delhi. The firft act of this reign, was theap-
pointment of Seifdar Jung, the irrefolute fuba of Oud, to'the
vizarit. ‘This fellow was originally a merchant of Perfia, known
there by the name of Abul Munfur. He travelled to India to
fell his commodities ; and was retained there as an accomptant,
by the famous Sadit Chan, governor of Oud.’ He behaved fo
much to his mafter’s fatisfaGion in that ftation, that he advanced
him to a command in the army, and conferred upon him his
daughter in marriage. . His alliance with Sadit fo much rdifed
his intereft at the court of Delhi, that, upon the death of his
father-in-law, he was raifed to the fubafhip of Oud. Though
he was a very bad foldier, fuch was the fmoothnefs of his tongue
and plaufibility of 'behavior, that he paffed upon the weak as a
man of confiderable parts; which, together with fome know-
ledge in the finances, paved his way to the high émploy of vizier.
Ghazi ul Dien continued bukfhi; and no other material changes
in the adminiftration happened upon the acceffion of Ahmed.

The war with Abdalla, ‘which was now carried on in Punjab
by Meer Munnu with various fuecefs, ingrofied the attention of
the court of Delhi; for the greateft part of the imperial army
was employed in that fervice. Advices,. in the mean time,
arrived from the Decany of the death of the famous Nizam:ul
muluck, in the one hundred and fourth year of his age; and
1 that
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that hisfecond ‘fon, Nafir Jung, acceded to the government,
It may not, perhaps, be out of place here, toigive a fhort fketch
of the charadter of the Nizam, who for a long time made {o
great a figure in India,

The Nizam, though no great warrior, was reckoned a confum-
mate pelitician, -in 2 country where low craft and deceit, withe
out any principles of honor and integrity, - obtain the appellation
of :great parts. ; ‘The 'dark defigns of his mind lay abways con-
cealed behind an uhcommon plaufibility and.eloquence of tonguc.
His  pafiions werefo much under: his command, that he was
never known to-difcover any violent emotion even upon the moft
critical and: danggrous | eceafions: -but (this apathy. did -not arife
from fortitude, but firom deep: diflimulation and defign.. It was
with: himy ‘an - unalterable maxim to ufe ftratagem rather ‘than
force; ‘and to bring abeut with private treachery, what even
could be.accomplifhed with open force.! He. fo habituated him-
felf to wvillainy, that the whole current of his foul fan in that
channel ; and it was even doubtful whether he could . for a

moment divert it to honeﬁy to bring about his moft favored

defigns. - If the Nizam fhewed any tendency te virtue, it wag
by fubftituting a lefler wickednefs for a- greater. 'When fraud
and. circumvention, could accomplith his purpofe,  he never ufed
the dagger or bowl. To fum up, his character in a few words ;
without fhame, he was perfidious | to- all mankind; without
remorfe, a traitor to his king and country ; and, without terror,
a hypacrite in the prefence of his god. *

® Nafir Jung, the nizam’s fon, having rebelled, was at the head of a great
army. ‘The deceitful old man counterfeited ficknels fo well, and wrote fuch

pathetic letters to Nafir, requefting to fee him before he died, that the young
fellow was taken in the fnare,  vifited his father, and was imprifoned,

When
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When' the news of Nizam ul muluck’s death came to Delhi,
Ghazi ul Dien, who was ‘his eldeft fon, applied to the king for
his' fubathip. 'But Nafir Jung, being poffefled of his father's
treafure, raifed a great army, and marched from Aurungabad
towards Delhi ;  not on pretence of war, but to pay his refpects
to ' the emperor.  Ahmed dreaded nothing more than' this cere-
monious vifit from a man' at the head of fo greata force. He
judged that Nafir Jung, under that fpecious pretext, covered a
defign to extort from him a confirmation of the fubadary of the
Decan. He therefore durlt not favor the pretenfions of Ghazi
to the provinces of the Decan, and confequently was reduced to
the neceflity of confirming Nafir Jung:in his ufurpation. ' Thus
the florm was diverted, and the new Nizam returned:to

Aurungabad.

In the year 1161, Caim Chan Bunguifh, jagierdir of Feroch-
abad, having differed with Ali Mahummud, a neighbouring
Zemindar, they both drew out their vaffals and dependents, and
fought about ten crores above Ferochabad, ‘and Caim Chan was
defeated and flain.  Seifdar Jung, the vizier, being informed of
thefe tranfactions, fent orders to Raja Nevil Roy, his deputy in
the province of Oud, to confifcate the eftate of Caim Chan.
The deputy rigoroufly executed the wvizier's orders. He feized
upon Caim Chan’s five fons, together with five of his adopted
flaves, confined, and afterwards affaflinated them at AHahabad.
Ahmed Chan, another fon of Caim Chan, remained ftill alive;
and, in erder to revenge the death of his brothers, raifed the
Patan tribe, of which he was now acknowledged chief,: and
marched againft Nevil Roy, who had colle¢ted all his forces to
oppofe him.

—




OF iTHE MOGUL EMPILRE,

In the beginning of the. year 11625 the two arntics.piet at a
place mear Lucknow, called Callinuddi. | The Patans. were
Acarcely. four thoufand ftrong ; but the army.cof thendeputy: of
Oud confifted of at leaft twenty. thoufand. -The; Patan chief,
infpired. by revenge, and vigoroully . fupported by -kiis. friends,
attacked in perfon Nevil Roy. in the very center-of his- army,
and flew his enemy with his own hand, = The army of Nevil
Roy, feeing him fall, immediately quitted the field. | Their
artillery and baggage, and foon after almoft thic: whole proyinée
of |Oud,, fell into the victor's handsy

When: the news of this difafter arrived at Delhi, Seifdar Jung,
the wvizier, talked in 2 very high' ftrain, and requefted of the
emperor, that he might be permitted to lead an army againfl
Ahmed Chan. The f{ultan confented; but the feafon being far
{pent before the army was levied, the expedition was deferred
till the folftitial rains thould be over. In the month of Mohirrim,
1163, the vizier, with an army of eighty thoufand men, marched
from Delhi ;, and, without diftinGion of age, fex, or condition,
put all the Patans he could find to the fivord. Ahmed Chan was
not intimidated by this great force. With fearce twelve thoufand
men he marched from Ferochabad, and met the imperialifts a¢
Shura Sahawir, near that city.

The. day happened to be very windy, and Ahmed improved
that circumflance . to his own advantage. He wheeled to
windward, and the duft flew in fuely clouds in the fice of the
imperialacmy, that they did'fiot diftover the motions 6f Ahmed 5
but aferibed the darknes which involved themfelyes to the effeéts
of a whirlwind, common at that feafon of the year. The'enemy,
however, like a thunderbolt, iffued from the bofom of this
ftorm, and at once ftruck the Moguls with terror and difmay.

Vo, I, dppendix. *G The
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The' Patans madefuchigood-ufe-of their fiweords, -that they foon
covered the field with dead; and the cowardly Seifdar. Jung,
without making one effort, - was the firft of his army who fled.
The' Jates--and=Rohillas; | though thus fhamefully deferted by
theirgeneral, ‘made head againit Ahmed Chan,. and found means
to-carry off the greateft part of the artillery, which confifted of
twelve hundred, pieces of  various bores. But neither of thofe
tribes returned the guns to the king : they carried them to their

own forts; «tol ftrengthen: themfelves againit his authority,

This overthrow was a dreadful ftroke to the tottering empire.
The greateft part of the province of Oud was loft; the Jates, a
numerous tribe of Hindoos, who poflefled a large territory near
Agra; and, the Rohillas, a Patan nation, who inhabited the
greateft part of the country b::twccn_ Delhi and Lucknow, fecing
the whole imperial force baffled by a petty chief, began to throw
off their allegiance, Seifdar Jung, in the mean time, arrived with
a {mall part of his army at Delhi ; and Ghazi Chan advifed the
king to put him to death for the difgrace which he had drawn
upon his arms. This punifhment would not have been too
{evere for the vizier’s bad behaviour: but that minifter had
firengthened his intereft by a coalition with Juneid Chan, the

chief eunuch.

The queen-mother, Begum Kudfia, being a woman of gal-
fantry, had, for want of a better lover, fixed her affeCtion upon
the chief eunuch. She had the addrefs to dire® the weak
monarch in every thing, and to keep him in leading-ftrings
upon the throne.  Juneid Chan, though in no public employ,
by means of Kudfia’s favor, held the helm of government; and,
by his influence, not only faved the vizier's life, but continued

him in his office..

In
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“In thecourfe of 'the fame year) a treaty-was concludediwith A.D. 1750

the ‘Mahrattors, who were {preading their! devaftations over the
foutheérn provinces, The Chout was ftipulated -to. be regularly
paid 'by ‘'the empire ‘to thofe troublefome barbarians.:;Ahmed
Shaw ordered ‘4n army to 'be' levied, to recover the province of
Oud; and it was foon compleated by the aceeffion of forty thou-
fand Mahrattors, who inlifted themfelves in the imperial fervice.
But inftead of putting himfelf at the head of his forces, the
weak emperor, by 'the'advice of his mother and her gallant,
gave the command of it to his vizier, that he might have an
opportunity to retrieve his loft honour.

Raja Sourage Mull, prince of the Jates, by the acquifition of
the Mahrattors to the imperial army, judged it prudent orice
more to join the vizier with all his forces ; fo that the minifter’s
army now confifted of no lefs than one hundred thoufand men.
Seifdar Jung marched from Delhi, in the year 1164, again{t
Ahmed Chan: but the Raja of the Jates, ‘inftead of aiding
him, found means to fruftrate all his defigns.  Having fpent'a
whole campaign without coming to aétion, he patched up avery
difthonorable peace, and returned to Delhi with the Mahrattor
mercenaries at his heels, mutinous for want of their pay.

The demand of the Mahrattors amounted to fifty lacks of
roupees, which the government was in no condition to pay: and
the {um gradually inereafed with the delay. Ghazi ul Dien,
who had been for fome time foliciting for a royal commitiion for
the: fubafhip of the Decan, promifed, to pay off the Mahrattor
debt, upon condition he fhould receive from the emperor that
appointment. Ahmed Shaw was glad upon any terms to get
rid of thofe clamorous and dangerous mercenaries, and accordingly
iffued out the imperial funnuds to Ghazi, That Omrah having

*G 2 fatished
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fatisfied the Mahrattors in their demands upon Ahmed; engaped
them immediately in his own fervice ; and having added to them
a great army of other troops, obtained his own office of buck{hi
for his fon Ghazi, a youth of fifteen years of age, and marched
towards the Decan.

The elder Ghazi’s brother, Nafir Jung, fuba of the Decan,
and his fon Muziffer, who had fucceeded him in the government,
were both dead. - Sillabut Jung, the third fon of theold Nizam;
now fat upon the Mufnud, which Ghazi claimed by the right
of primogeniture. In the-month of Zehidge, 116%, he, with
an army of one hundred and fifty thoufand men, arrived in the
environs of Aurungabad. The forces of his brother,: Sillabut
Jung, the reigning fuba, were fomewhat inferior in number,
but they were ftrengthened by a body of French mercenaries,
which, in all probability, would infure to him the vicory.
Sillabut Jung, however, was affaid of the iffue of a general
battle; and, after fome flight fkirmifhes, he found means to
prevail with his uncle’s wife to take off his competitor with poifon.
Thus did the perfidious Sillabut Jung fecure to himflf the
empire of the Decan, without a rival.

But to return to the tranfa&ions of the court of Delhi: Seifdar
Jung, the vizier, finding that Jhis own mfluence declined, and
that Juneid Chan, the favorite cunuch, carried all before him,
invited him to ‘an entertainment, and, contrafy to the laws of
hofpitality, and altogether forgetful that he owed te Juneid his
own life and fortune, aflaflinated him by the handsof Ifhmaiel
Chan, one of his adopted flaves. Ahmed Shaw, ‘being informed
of this prefumptuous villainy, flew into a violent rage, ‘degraded
Seifdar Jung from the vizarit, and banifhed him the court. This
was the effe@t of a fit of ‘paffion; for the unfortunate king was

; in




OF THE MOGUL EMPIRE.

in'no condition, in fa&, to exert (o far his authority. ~The per-' a:D.

fidious vizier, finding that he had nothing to hope from fubmif-
fion, broke out into open rebellion. ' He foon after, by the
affiftance of the Jates, advanced to Delhi, and befieged Ahmed
Shaw and young Ghazi, the buckthi, in that city.

The fon of Kimmir ul Dien, whe, in the reign of Mahummud,
held fo long the wigarit, was raifed, under the title ‘'of Chan
Chanan, to the vacant employ of Seifdar Jung, ‘and began to
fhew fome abilities i his new office.  Young Ghazi, who was a
youth of extraordinary parts, defended the city with great refo-
lution for three months. 'The rebels were at laft fo difpirited,
that Ghazi ventured to attack them in the field, and gained a
complete victory. - Seifdar Jung fled towards his former fubathip
of Oud, and left his allies, the Jates, under Raja Sourage Mull,
to extricate themfelves from the perilous fituation to which he
had brought them.

The zebellion: of Seifdar, happened in .the year 1166. The
Jates being deferted by him, were in no condition to keep the
ficld againft Ghazi. They fled before the imperial army under
Akebut Chan, to their own territories near Agra. That general
invelted the ftrong fortrefs of Billemgur, ‘which he took by capi-
tulation; but fo little did he regard his plighted faith to the gar-
rifon, that he put them all to- the fword.. The Jates, in the
mean time, came before the imperial army; but diffident of
their own ftrength in the field, they feparated their forces, and
fhut themfelves up in “their forts. ‘The imperial general alfo
divided hisl army into detachments, and laid at once fiege to the
two ftrong ‘forts ‘of Dieg .and Combere, lying in the territory
‘between Agra and Delhi,

Ghazu
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Ghazi vl Dién; i’ the'mean time, o' carry on more eﬂ-'c&uall}f
thé war agdin{t the Jates, obtaiied’ permilfiion from the emperor,
f0" ‘call 'in “forty thoufend Mahrattors, under their two chiefs,
Jeiapa Malhar Raw; ‘and Raganut Raw. By this acquifition of
firerigth, the ini perialifts” were emabléd 'to''cdriy ‘on' the fieges
with vigor. At Delhi, young Ghazi and the new vizier con-
tended for the command " of the army. This conteft was after-
wards fatal in its cenfequences; - but for the prefent Ghazi ul
Dien prevailed. He marched with a réinforcement from Delhi;
and, upon his arrival in the country of the Jates, took the com-
mand of “the imperial army. [

The fieges continted two months after the arrival of 'Ghazi,
and the garrifons were reduced to the laft extremities.” The im~
Pcria]i{’cs, in the mean time, had expended all their ammunition;
and Ghazi was, upon that account, obliged to difpatch Akebut
Mahmood to Delhi, with a good force, to bring him the necefiary
ftores. Thevizier feeing that the ftrong holds of the Jates muft
{oon fall inte the hands of Ghazi, fhould he be fupplied with
ammunition, and being extremely jealous of any thing that might
throw honor upon his rival, Poifoncd the mind of the weak King
againft his buckfhi, by means of forged letters and villainous
infinuations, thit the young Omrah afpired to the throne.  The
enterprizing genius, and great abilities of Ghazi, gave fome
color to fufpicions of that kind ; and the unfortunate Ahmed, in-
fread of promoting his own. caufe againft the Jates, took every
meafure to pievent the fuccefs of Ghazi.

Thé King accordingly begiifi'to levy forces in Delhi, and wrote

a letter to Raja Sourage Mully' the - chief of ‘the Jates, to make
an obftinate defencéy and that'he himfelf would foon relieve him:
that, under pretence of>joining the'army under Ghazi, he would
attack
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attack that general in the rear, and at. the fime time difplay a A, D. 175z,

fignal to the Raja, to fally from the fort of Combere.---Thus
the king, as if infatuated by his evil genius, planned, his, own
ruin,  His letter fell into the hands of Ghazi, whofe friends at
court had informed him of the inttigues;of the vizier. Struck
with the king’s ingratitude, and urged oni by felf-defence, he
immediately refolyed upon open hoftility. He raifed the fieges,
and crofled the Jumna, to oppofe Ahmed Shaw and his vizier,
who were marchin g down between the rivers,

The king, hearing of Ghazi's approach, halted at Secundra,
and endeavoured, by fair promifes, to bring back that Omrah to
his duty. Ghazi, in anfwer fo the king’s meflage, returned to
him ._his own letter, to Raja Sourage Mull., He wrote him, at
the {fame time, that < he could place no confidence in a man;
¢ who plotted againt his life, for no crime i if to ferve the ftate
. was not ene. - What mercy,” continued Ghazi, *¢ can T ex-
“ pect from Ahmed, in the days of rebellion,  when he treated
. me as a traitor, in.the days of loyalty and friendfhip ? A prince,
“ that is weak enough to liften to the bafe infinuations of every
 {ycophant, is unworthy to rule over brave men; who, by the
“ laws.of God and nature, are Juftified to ufe the power which
“ providence has placed in their hands, to protect themfelves
“ from injuftice.”

The king perceived, by the firain of this letter, that Ghazi
was refolved to pufh him: to the Jaft extremity. - He, -however;
durft not engage him in the field. He made the beft of his way
to Delhi, and was fo clofely -purfued, by Ghazi, - that that
Omrah pofiefled himfelf of one of the gates; upon which Ahmed
Shaw and the vizier {hut :hemfelves__up, with a fmall party, in;
the: citadel. - Ghazi immediately invefted) the place; and the

1 king,
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king;- after a faint refiftance, furrendered himfelf.. | Ghazi, after
reproaching- him. for. his intentions againft his life, committed
him ‘and the vizier to the charge of Akebut Mahmood. The
unfortunate {ultan was, deprived of fight, the next day, by the
means of.an hot irons It is faid, by fome, that this was done by
Akebut Mahmood, without orders, to thew: his zeal for the fer-
vice.of his patrans. but, from the general character of Ghazi,
we have, no. reafon to doubt his being concerned in this crime,

Thus ended the. reign  of the unfortunate Ahmed Shaw ;a3
prince, who, in his firlt exploits, appeared with fome; luftre,
When he mounted the throne, as if a¢tion degraded royvalty,
he altogether gave himfelf ., up to indolence.; ; To fave the
trouble of thinking, he became the dupe of: every {pecious flat-
terer, and at laftfell the unlamented victim of  his -own folly.
He pofiefled all the clemency of the houfe of Timur; but that
virtue was now, in {ome meafure, a vice, in a eountry fo corrupt,
and in an age fo degenerate. - Though Ahmed was not defective
in perfonal conrage, he may truly be faid to be a coward in mind:
dangers appeared formidable to him, thmuﬁh a troubled imagi-
nation, which, upon trial, he had fmtxtude to furmount.---He
fat upon the throne of Delhi feven lunar years and one month ;
and was depofed in the month of Jemmad ul awil, in the 1167

of the Higera.

The power and extent of the empire were very much dimi-

nifhed in the reign of Ahmed Shaw. All the provinces, except

thofe between the frontiers of the Jates, a few miles to the caft
of Delhi, and Lahore to the welt, were, in fact, difmembered
from the government of the houfe'of Timur, though they paid a
nominal allegiance.’” “The rich kingdom of Guzerat was divided

between the Mahrattors «and a Patan Lubl::, called Babbé; the

5 DLmn
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Decan ‘was “ufurped by the Nizam ul muluck’s family Bengaly
Behar, and Orifia, by Aliverdi Chan, and his fuccefforss Oud, by
Seifdar Jung; Doab, by Ahmed Chan Bunguifh ;' Allahabad, by
Mahummud Kuli; and the countries round Agra,'“by Raja
Sourage Mull, the chief of ‘the Jates..--Buddoon, and all the
provinces to the north of Delhi, were in the hands of Mahum>
mud Ali, Sadulla Chan, and other chiefs of the Réhilla tribe of
Patans. A number of petty Rajas ftarted up into independent
princes in Malava: Bucht Singh feized upon the extenfive ter-
ritory “of Marwir, and Madoo Singh reigned in'the provinces
round Joinagur and Amere.

‘The gallant Meer Munnu ftill oppofed the torrent of invafion
from the north. Heé' maintained the war with fuccefs, againft
Abdalla, for the provinces of Moultan and Punjab, and, for a
fhort fpace of time, fupported the declining empire. Every
petty chief, in the mean time, by counterfeited grants from Delhi,
laid claim to jagiers and to diftrits: the country was torn to
pieces by civil wars, and groaned under every fpecies of domeftic
confufion.  Villainy was pratifed in every form; all law and
religion were trodden under foot; the bands of private friend-
fhips and conneions, as well as of fociety and government, were
broken; and every individual, as if amidft a foreft of wild beatts,
could rely upon nothing but the ftrength of his own arm,

Vor, II. Appendix. % SECTION
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