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THO

S;ir JOHN EYLES, Barr.

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR,
AND ALDERMAN OF,

THE CITY OF LONDON,

AND SUB-GOVERNOR OF

THE SOUTH.SEA COMPANY.

S:ER;

F Tragick Poetry be, as Mr. Dryden
has fomewhere faid, the moft excellent
and moft ufeful kind of writing, the more
extenfively ufeful the moral of any tra-

gedy is, the more excellent that piece
mult be of its kind,

Vor.T, *H- I hope




DEDICATTION.

I hope I fhall not be thought to infi-
nuate that this, to which I have prefumed
to prefix your name, is fuch; that de-
pends on its fitnefs to anfwer the end of
 tragedy, the exciting of the paffions, in
order to the correcting fuch of them as
are criminal, either in their nature, or
through their excefs. Whether the fols
lowing {cenes do this in any tolerable de-
gree, is, with the deference that becomes
one who would not be thought vain, fub-
mitted to your candid and impartial judg-
ment.

‘What I would infer is this, I think,
evident truth ; that tragedy is fo far from
lofing its dignity, by being accommoda-
ted to the circumftances of the generality
of mankind, that it is mere truly auguft
in proportion to the extent of its influ-
ence, and the numbers that areproperly af-
fected by it: as it 1s more truly great to
be the inftrument of- good to many, who
ftand in need of our affiftance, than to a
very {mall part of that number.

If




DEDICATION.

If princes, &c. were alone liable to
misfortunes arifing trom vice, or weak-
nefs in themfelves, or others, there would
be good reafon for confining the characters
in tragedy to thofe of fuperior rank ; but
fince the contrary is evident, nothing can
be more reafonable than to proportion the
remedy to the difeafe,

I am far from denying that tragedies
founded on any inftructive and extraor-
dinary events in hiftory, or well invented
fables, -where the perfons introduced are
of the higheft rank, are without their ufe,
even to the bulk of the audience. The

{trong contraft between a Tamerlane and -

a B"gazet may have its weight with an un-
ﬁmdy people, and contribute to the fix-
ing of them in the intereft of a prinee of
the character of the former, when, through
their own levity, or the arts of deﬁcnmrr
men, they are rendered factious aud un-
cafy, though they have the higheft reafon
to be ﬁtlsﬁcd The fentiments and ex-
ample of a Cato may infpire his fpecta-
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DEDICATION,

tors with a jult fenfe of the value of li-
berty, when they fee that honeft patriot
prefer death to an obligation from a ty-
rant, who would facrifice the conftitution
of his country, and liberties of mankind,
to his ambition or revenge. 1 have ‘at-
tempted, indeed, to enlarge the province
of the graver kind of poetry, and fhould
be glad to fee it carried on by fome abler
hand. Plays, founded on moral tales
in private life, may beof admirable ufe,
by carrying conviction to the mind with
fuch irrefiftible force as to engage all
the faculties and powers of the foul in
the caufe of virtue, by ftifling vice in its
firft principles. They who imagine this
to be too much to be attributed to tra-
gedy muft be ftrangers to the energy
of that noble {pecies of poetry. Shake-
fpeare, who has given fuch amazing
proofs of his genius, in that as well asin
comedy, in his Hamlet, has the following
lines.

¢¢ Had ke the motive and the caufe for paflion
¢ Thatlhave, hewould drown the ftage with tears,
s And
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¢ And cleave the general “ear with horrid fpecch
¢¢ Make mad the guilty, and appall the free,

«¢ Confound the ignorant, and amaze indeed

¢ The very faculty of eyes and ears.”

And farther in the fame fpeech,

# D’ve heard, that guilty creatures ata play
¢ Have, Dby the very cunning of the fcene,
¢ Been fo firuck to the foul, that prefently

‘¢ ‘They have proclaim’d their malefactions,

Prodigious ! yet ftrictly juft. ButT fhall
not take up your valuable time with my
remarks : only give me leave juft to ob-
ferve, that he feems fo firmly perfuaded
of the power of a well-written piece to
produce the effect here aferibed to it, as
to make Hamlet venture his foul on the
event, -and rather truft that than a mef=
fenger from the other world, though it
affumed, as he exprefles it, his “ noble
‘ father’s form,” and affured him, that
it was his fpiric. « I’ll have,” fays Ham-
let, * Grounds more relative.” '

——*¢ The play’s the thing,
“ Wherein I'll catch the confcience of the king,

Such
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Such plays are the beft anfwers to them
who deny the lawfulnefs of the ftage.

Confidering the novelty of this attempt,
1 thought it would be expeéted from me
to fay fomething in its excufe; and I was
unwilling to lofe the opportunity of fay-
ing fomething of the ufefulnefs of trage-
dy in general, and what may be reafon-
ably expected from the farther improve-
ment of this excellent kind of poetry.

Sir, T hope you will not think Ihave faid
too much of an art; a mean fpecimen of
which I am ambitious enough to recom-
mend to your favour and protection. A
mind confcious of fuperior worth, as
much defpifes flattery, as it is above it,
Had I found in myfelf an inclination to
fo contemptible a vice, I fhould not have
chofen Sir John Eyles for my patron.
And indeed the beft written panegyrick,
though ftri¢tly true, muft placeyou in a
light much inferior to that in which you
have
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have long been fixed, by the love and ef-
teem of your fellow citizens; whofe
choice of you for one of their reprefen-
tatives 1n parliament has fufficiently de-
clared their fenfe of your merit, Nor
hath the knowledge of your worth been
confined to the city. The proprietors in
the South-Sea company, in which are in-
cluded numbers of perfons as confidera-
ble for their rank, fortune, and under-
ftanding, as any in the kingdom, gave the
greateft proof of their confidence in your
capacity and probity, by chufing you
fub-governor of their company, ata time
when their affairs were in the utmoft con-
fufion, and their properties in the greateft
danger. Nor is the court infenfible of
your importance. I fhall not therefore
attempt your character, nor pretend to add

any thing to a reputation fo well efta-
blifthed.

~Whatever others may think of adedi.-
cation, wherein there is fo much faid of
other
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other things, and fo little of the perfom
to whom it is addreffed, I have reafon to
believe, that you will the more eafily par-
don it on that very account,

[

Iam,

S R,

Your moft obedient

Humble fervant,

GEORGE LILLO.
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