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OQFI THE MOG UL EMPIRE,

SECTION VL

Of the prefent State of HiNDoOsTAN.

/ l 1HE fhort fketch which we have given in the preceding A D. 1764

fections, of the Hiftory of Hindoftan, may ferve to throw
light on the decline of the great empire of the Moguls in that
part of the world. We faw it gradually fhrinking into itfelf,
till the race of Timur are, at laft, confined within the narrow
limits of an dnfignificant province. It muft, however, be al.
lowed, that the uncommon misfortunes of that family, proceeded
no lefs from their own weaknefs, than from the villainy of their
fervants.  Had a man of parts fucceeded the debility of Mahum-
mud Shaw's government, the ancient glory of the empire might
have been ftill reftored. The revolted fubas were not; then,
well eftablifhed in their independence ; and the gallant refiftance
which Abdalla met with, in the reign of Ahmed, fhewed that
the Moguls could ftill defend themfelves from foreign invafions,

This, like other great. ftates, fell into pieces,. more by do-
meftic factions, than by foreign arms. Even the minifters of
the unfortunate Mahummud were men of parts; thofe who ma-
naged, the affairs, of  Ahmed were poffefled of great abilities ;
and, 'in the reign of Allumgire Sani, young Ghazi difplayed an
uncommon - and  enterprizing genius. = But virtue had fled from
the land ; no principle of haner, patriotifm, or loyalty, remained ;
great abilities produced nothing but great crimes; and the eyes
of individuals being wholly intent; upon private advantage, the
affairs of the public fell into ruin and confufion.
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A. D. 1764,

HISTORY, OF THE DECLINE

As from the ruins of the extenfive empire of the Moguls,
many independent. governments have ftarted up of late years, it
may not be improper; in this place, to take a curfory view of
the prefent ftate of Hindoftan. To begin with the northern
pravinces, . We haye already obferved,, that Candahar, Cabul;
Ghizni, Pifhawir, iith a part of Moultan and Sind, are under
the dominion of Ahmet Abdalla.  That prince poflefles allo,
upon- the fide of Perfia, the greateft part of Chorraffin and
Seiftan, ~opd all Bamia, on. that of Tartary. Abdalla, in
fhort, reigns over almoft all the countries. which formed
the empire of Ghizni, before it defcended from. the :moun-
tains of Afganiftin to Lahore and Delhi. ' It is highly pro-
bable that, as Kerim Chan has fettled the weftern Perfia, he
may ioon extend the empire to its ancient boundaries towards
the eaft, and drive Abdalla into Hindoftan; fo that a third
dynafty of kings of India may arife from among the

Afgans.

The revenues of Abdalla are very confiderable, amounting to
about three crores of roupees. ' But as he is always in the field,
and maintains an army of 100,000 horfe, to defend himfelf from
the Peérfians and Tartars, he is in great diftrefs for money.
This circumf{tance obliges him, not only to opprefs his own fub-
_'i!:ﬁi:, but alfo to carry his depredations to foreign countries.
During the competition of the feven confpirators for the throne
of Perfia, Abdalla had little to fear from that quarter. But as
Kerim Chan has eftablithed himfelf, by the defeat and death
of his rivals, it is extremely probable, that Abdalla will foon
feel, as we have already obferved, the weight of his arms, as
Chorraffin -and ‘Sciftan “are” properly provinces of the Perfian
5.-]]1[” I'C.

However,




OF ' THE MOGUL EMPIRE

However, - Abdalla is; at prefent,“at peace with Kerim, and
has taken™ that favorable opportunity -for ‘invading Hindolawk:
He had, in April 1767, defeated the Seiks in three different
aftions, and advanced to Sirhind, about forty crores from Delhi,
with an army of fifty thonfadd hotf& Tt is fuppofed that Nigib
ul “Dowla, who, in' the name of the prefent emperor's fon,
manages the affairs of Delhi, had, as he himfelf was hard pref-
fed by the Seiks and Jates, called in Abdalla, to take upon him
the government: . Nigib ul Dowla, by our beft intelligence,
marched out of the city to meet his ally, with forty thoufand
men. The armies lay in fight of one another; and they were
bufy in negotiation, and in fc:ttling a plan for their future opera-
tions. Abdalla, in the mean time, wrote circular letters to all
the princes of India, commanding them to acknowledge him
KinG or KiNcs, and demanding a tribute, Suja ul Dowlat, in
particular, had received a very fharp letter from him, upbraid-
ing him for his alliance with InrFipELS, and demanding the im-
perial revenues, which that fuba had converted to his own ufe for
fome years back.

Such was the fituation of the affairs of Ahmed Abdalla, by
our laft accounts from Delhi. This prince is brave and a&ive,
but he is now in the decline of life. His perfon is tall and. ro-
buft, and inclinable to being fat. ' His face is remarkably broad,
his beard very black, and his complexion 111{1derately fair. His
appearance, upon the whole, 1s majeftic, and expreflive of an
uncommon dignity and ftrength of mind. Though he is not o
fierce and cruel as Nadir Shaw,  he fupports, his authority with
1o lefs rigor, and he is by no means lefs braye,than that extraor-
dinary monarch. He, in ‘thort, is the moft likely perfon now
n India, to reftore the ancient power of the empire, fhould he
aflume the title of king of Delhi.

Vour. Il. dppendix. *L The
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HISTORY OF THE DECLINE

The Sei1xs border upon’theé’ Indian dominions of “Abdalla.
That nation, it is faid, 'take their name of Skiks, which figni-
fies p1scipLES, from their being followers of a certain philofo-
pher of Thibet, who taught the idea of a tommonwealth, and
the pure doélrine of Deifm, without any mixture of either the
Mahommedan or Hindoo fuperftitions. They made their firft
appearance about the commencement of this centary, in the
reign of Bahadar Shaw, but were rather reckoned then a parti-
ticular feét than a nation.  Since the empire began to decline,
they have prodigioufly increafed their ‘numbers, by ‘admitting
profelytes of all religions, without any other ceremony than an
oath, which they tender to them, to oppofe monarchy.

The Seiks are, at prefent, divided into feveral ftates, which in
their internal government are perfeétly independent of one another,
but they form a powerful alliance againft their neighbors.
When they are threatened with invafions, an affembly of the
ftates is called, and a general chofen by them, to lead their
refpe@ive quotas of militia into the field ; but, as fooh as peace
is reftored, the power of this kind of dictator ceafes, and he re-
turns, in a private capacity, to his own community. The
Seiks are now in poffeflion of the whole province of Punjib,
the greateft part of Moultan and Sind, both the banks of the
Indus from Cathmire to Tatta, and all the country towards.
Delhi, from Lahore to Sirhind. They have, of late years, been
a great check upon the arms of Abdalla; and, though in the
courfe of the laft year they have been unfuccefsful againft that
prince in three attions, they are, by no means fubdued, “but
continue a fevere clog upon his ambitious views in India.

The chief who leads at prefent the army of the Seiks, i3
Jeffarit Singh; there is alfo one Nitteh Singh, who is in” great
& . efteem
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eftéeim amopng them,., They can, upon an emergency, mufter
60000 (good: horfe; but,  though in: India they arc efteemed
brave, they chufe rather to carry on their wars by furprize and
firatagem,, than by regular operations in the ficld. By their
principles of religion and government, as well as on account
of -national ;injurics,  they are inveterate encmies to Abdalla,
and to the Rohilla powers.

Tlo the eaft of the dominions of the gepublic of the Seiks lie
the countries. which are pofiefled by the Rohilla Afgans. Nigib ul
Dowla, whofe hiftory is comprehended in the preceding fections,
is, from his power, as well as from the ftrength of his councils
and his own bravery, reckoned their prince. He pofiefles the city
of Delhi, inthe name of the family of Timur, together with a
confiderable territory around it, on both the banks of the Jumna,
and his reyenues amount to one crore of roupees. He publickly
acknowledges the unfortunate Shaw Allum, at Allahabad, king,
and allews a penfion to his fon Jewan Bucht, who, without any
power, maintains a kind of regal dignity at Delhi,

Nigib ul Dowla has been known, when hard prefled by his
heftile neighbors, to raife 6ocoo horfe ; but his revenues are not
{uflicient to {upport one tenth part of that number. He continues
to take the field under the pame of buckfhi, or captain-general
of the Mogul empire ; and though he has not the power, or per-
haps the inclination, to aflift the king, he keeps up a friendly
correfpondence: with him,. and, without any neceflity, profefles
obedience and a {hew of loyalty,

Befides Nigib ul Dowla, there are chiefs of the Rohilla race,
who are perfeitly independent; but when danger prefles, they
unite with him their forces, - The moft refpeétable of thefe chiefs

*L 2 : is




HISEORY OF THE DECLINE

is Hafiz ‘Rhimut; 'who. poffefies: a confiderable diftrict between
thie rivers. « The next to him, in power, is Doondi Chan ; and
with him we may number Mutta Huffein, Jacob Ali Chan,
Fatte Chan Zurein, and others of lefs note, who command inde-
pendent tribes beyond the Ganges to the north of Delhi.

The whole power of the Rohillas 'may amount 'to 100,000
v hortfe, and an equal ‘number of infuutry, upon an emergency ;
but - thefe' are fo wretchedly appointed and ill' paid, that they
furnifh more“of ridicule; ‘than they can imprefs of terror! in-the
field. Their infantry ‘are armed with rockets, pointed with dromn,
which they difcharge in vollies among cavalry, which frighten
more with their noife and uncommon appearance, than by the
execution which they make. - The Rohillas are remarkable for
nothing more than their natural antipathy to the Mahrattors,
which might be turned to advantage by the Britith in their future
views upon Hindoftan : but the truth is, that the Hindoos and
Mahommedans fo equally ballance one another in that country,
that by fupporting one, -we may,- with great facility, command
both.

There is a.fmall government of the Patans fo the eaft of (the
Rohilla tribes.  Their diftriét is bounded by the dominions of
the prefent king, by thofe of Suja ul Dowlat, and by the terri-
tories of the Jates.. The capital of this petty principality is Fero-
chabad, which is fituated upon the banks of the Ganges, afew
crores above the ruins of the celebrated city of Kinnoge, Ahmed
Chan Bunguith;  who made :a great figure againft Scifdar Jung,
the father of Suja ul Dowlat, rules over this diftrict. Ahmed is
more diftinguithed by his abilities and perfonal bravery, than by
the extent of his power. His revenues donot exceed fifty lacks;
but he always keeps a ftanding force of two or three thoufard
good
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good - horfe, which he pays well ;-'and,” uponian-emergency, he
vaifes all* his vaflals, who confift of about 20000 men. His
country is full of forts; and he has, confequently, been hitherto
able ‘to defend himfelf againft the Mahrattors, Jates, and Suja
ul Dowlat, who have refpeétively invaded his dominions. ;

The city of Agra, and a very confiderable trac of country
round it, extending along the Jumna, from forty crores below
that city to within five of Delhi, and ftretching back to Gualier
and Barampulla, are now in the hands-of a Hindoo nation, called
the Jates. The raja who, commands the Jates, is defcended of
the ancient race of the Jits, who poffefled the banks of the Indus,
as far back as the reign of Sultan Mahmoodof Ghizni. From
their prince, -the: swhole body of ‘the Jates, though made up.of
many ‘diftin@ tribes and fedts, take their name; but athers,
with lefs probability, trace it to JaTEe, which in the Hindoo
language fignifies a labourer.

The Jates made no figure in the Mogul empire, as'a nation,
till the reign of Allumgire, commonly known in Europe by the
name of Aurungzebe. In that monarch’s expedition to the
Decan, they were firft heard of asa gang of banditti, under an
intrepid fellow, called Chura Mun. They were then fo daring
as to harrafs the rear of 'the imperial army. After the death of
Allumgire, the Jates took advantage of the growing imbecility
of the empire, and fortifying themfelves among the hills of
Narvar, fpread their depredations to'the gates of ‘Agra. Mokun
Singh, who, after the death of Chura Mun, commanded the Jates,
took upon himfelf the title of ‘Raja. 'Their power increafed
under Bodun Singh and Sourage Mull, which: laft was dlgmﬁ:.d
with titles from the emperor: - .

Jllf)d.}] i
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Joahir: Singh, ‘the fon of Sourage Mull, now reigns oves
the Jates, and is ‘a very weak prince. His revenues do mnot
exceed two crores of roupees ; his dominions, like the reft of
Tadia, being harraffed by the Mahrattors.  He may, upon fome
ocedfions; be able to bring into the field fixty or feventy thoufand
nien; but he cannot keep long in pay -one third of that number.
'The dominions of the Jates abound with ftrong fortrefles, fuch
as Dieg, 'Cumbere, and Aliver; in ‘one of which their prince
frequently refidesy’ though 'he ‘fpends ‘the moft part of his time
at Agra. :

To the fouth-weft of the Jates, Mudoo Singh, a rajaput raja,
poffefles a very confiderable territory, and refides for the moft part
at Joinagur. He is the fon of Joy Singh, a prince famous for
his knowledge in aftronomy, and other mathematical fciences.
He entertained above a thoufand learned brahmins for fome years,
in reétifying the kalendar, and in making new tables for the
calculation of eclipfes, and for determining the longitude and
declination of the ftars.---The revenues of Mudoo Singh are not
very confiderable, being reckoned only eighty lacks; his domi-
nions being woody, mountainous, and confequently ill cultivated.
He can, however, raife fm‘l‘:}' thoufand men; and he himfelf is

efteemed a _guud foldier.

Bordering upon Mudoo Singh, upon the frontiers of the Decan,
is the extenfive country of Marwar, ruled, at prefent, by Bija
Singh, the fon of Bucht Singh, and grandfon of Jeffawind Singh.
! Marwar, when the empire was in a“flourifhing condition, yielded
annually five crores of roupees: at prefent its révenues do not
amount to half that fum, on acceuntof the inceffant depredations
of the Mahrattors, its next neighbours. -

The next Hindoo goyernment to Marwar, is that of Odipour.
The raja of this country is diftinguifhed by the name of Rana.
That
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That prince, more from his nobility of family thar from his
power, aflumes a fuperiority over all the rajas of Hindoftan.
His dominions wete formerly very extenfive, but, of late years,:
they have been circumferibed within natrower bounds. - Hig
territories abound with mountains and forefts, and are almoft fur~
rounded by the kingdoms of Malava and Guzerat. His revenues
are inconfiderable, and he cannot bring inta the field above
fifteen thoufand men.---In the vallies between the mountains of
Odipour, there are many petty independent rajas; Bundi, Cottu,
Rupnagur, Jeflelmere, and Bianere, being governed by their
refpective princes, each of whom can mufter fix or eight thou-
fand men.

The Mahrattors are the moft confiderable Hindoo power i
Hindoftan.. | The principal feat.of their government is Sattarah,
and fometimes Puna, on the coaft towards Bombay. Though
the genuine Mahrattors all over India do not exceed 6oooo men,
yet, from. their fuperior bravery and fuccefs in depredation,
thoufands of all tribes enlift themfelves under their banners.
Thefe, inftead of pay, receive a certain proportion of the
plander. By this means an army of Mahrattors increafes like a
river, the farther it advances ; fo that it is no uncommon thing
for a force of ten:or twelve thoufand genuine Mahrattors to grow
into 100,000, before they arrive in the place which they deftine
to plunder.

The prefent chief of the Mahrattors is Ragenot Raw, the
fon of Bagiraw. He poflefies one half of Guzerat, and all the
territories between that province and. the Decan, He has, of
late years, extended his conquefts to all the provinces of Malava,
and to a part of Allahabad ; having reduced Himmut Singh,
raja of Gualier, Anarid Singh, raja of Badawir, Anarid Singh, of
Chunderi, and the princes of Dittea, Orcha, Elichpoor, Bandere,
and
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and Jaftey; all of whom have become tributary to the Mahrat~
tors. They have, moreover, poffefled themfelves of Oriffa,
which ought, in propriety, to be annexed to the fubafhip of
Bengal, according to the late grant of the king to the Britith.
Thus the dominions of the Mahrattors extend quite acrofs the
peninfula of India, from the bay of Bengal to the gulph of
Cambait or Cambay.

The amount ‘of the revenues of - the Mahrattors cannot eafily
be afcertained.” They mult, however, be very confiderable.
They fubfift their armies by depredations on' their neighbors,
and are become the terror of the Eaft, more on account of their
barbarity than their valour. They never want a prefenc—:: for
boftilities. They demand the Chout, or feurth part of the reve-
nues .of any province; and, ‘in cafe of ‘arefufal, ‘they!ih-
vade, plunder, and lay wafte the country. Their horfes' be-
ing very hardy, their incurfions are fudden, unexpetted, and
dreadful. They generally appoint a place of rendezwous, and
their invafions are carried on by detached parties. Should a
confiderable force at any time oppofe them, they decline coming
to action; and, as they invigorate their hardy horfes with
opium, their flight, like their incurfions, is very expeditious.

The armies of the Mahrattors do not, like the troops of
other Indian powers, incumber themf{elves with bazars or markets.
They truft for their fubfiftence to the countries through which
they march. They are armed with firelocks, fome with match-
lock guns, and others with bows, fpears, javelins, fwords and dag-
gers. They have, within three years back, made fome advances
towards forming a difciplined army of infantry. 'They have,
accordingly, at prefent, ten or twelve battalions of Seapoys,
uniformly cloathed and armed.---All the powers of India being
now fenfible of the advantages which the Britifh have gained by
difciplined infantry, turn their thoughts to a fimilar regulation in
their
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their armies, and to improve. their artillery, which was fermesly
too unweildy and ill-mounted; to be of any fervice in the field,

‘To the eaft of Malava, and to the fouth of Allahabad, is the
country of Bundelcund, governed by Hindoput. His territorics
are of a confiderable extent and very fertile, and he moreover
draws great wealth from his diamond mines of EIiC.I:LgLIII' and
Punagur. He alfo claims a right to the mines of Sommelpour,
but another raja poflefles them at prefent.---The annual revenues
of  Hindeput amount to near two crores of roupees, including the
profits arifing from his mines. Thefe he farms out to merchant-
adventurers, who purchale a certain number of fuperficial feet
of ground, and they are permitted to dig down perp::ndiﬁ:ularl;,=

as-far as they pleafe. . Diamonds beyond a certain weight are

the property of the prince, who has infpeftors, to fuperintend
the works,

The raja of Bundelcund poffeffes the impregnable fortrefs of
Callinger and feveral other confiderable ftrong holds. He has,
notwithftanding, been obliged to compound for a certain tribute
with the Mahrattors, who generally paid him an annual vifit.
Between Bundelcund and Cattack, in Oriffa, lie the rajafhips of
Patna and Sommelpour, which are not very confiderable; the
country being mountainous, woody, and unhealthy, and the in-
habitants barbarous in every refpect.

Part of the province of Allahabad is now poflefled by Simaw
Airum, by birthright and title, though nothing lefs fo .in
power, emperor-of Hindoftan. He keeps the poor refemblance
of acourt at Allahabad, where a few ruined Omrahs, in hopes
of better days to their prince, having expended their fortunes in
his fervice, ftill exift the ragged penfioners of his poverty, and
burthen his gratitude with their prefence.  The diftricts of
Korah and Allahabad, in the king’s poffeffion, are rated at thirty
Voui. Il. Appendix. *M ' lacks,
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lacks, which is one half more than they are able to bear. Inftead
of gaining by this bad policy, that prince, unfortunate in many
refpedts, hasl the mortification to fee his poor fubjets opprefled
by thofe who farm the revenue, while he himf{elf is obliged to com-
pound with the farmers for half the ftipulated fum. Befides the
fevenue arifing from Allahabad and Kerah, which we may at a
medium eftimate at twelve lacks, the Britith pay to the king
twenty-fix lacks out of the revenues of Bengal ; which is all
Shaw Allum poffefles to fupport the dignity of the imperial houfe:
of Timur.---It may not, perhaps, be unacceptable to the public,.
to delineate, in this place, the character of that unfortunate
prince.

Seaw Arrum is robuft in his 1J¢ribn, and about fix feet
high. His complexion is rather darker than that which was
common to the race of Timur, and his countenance is expreflive
of that melancholy which naturally arofe from his, many misfor-
tunes. - He poflefles perfomal courage; but it is of the paﬁ'nfg
kind, and may be rather called fortitude to bear adverfity, than
that daring boldnefs which loves to face danger.---He has been
{o often difmounted in the courfe of ambition, that he now fears
to give it the rein; and, feems lefs defirous to make any efforts
to retrieve the power of his family, than to live quietly under
the thadow of its eclipfed majefty.---His clemency borders upon
weaknefs, and his good nature has totally fubverted his autlmr‘ity;
He is daily induced, by importunity, to iffue ount orders which
he takes no means to inforce, and which, he is certain, will not
be obeyed. From this blemifh in the charaGer of Shaw Allum,
arofe the half of his misfortunes ; for the great fecret of eftablith~
ing authority, is to give no orders which cannot be inforced,
and rather to fuffer {mall injuries, than fthew refentment, without
the power of punifhing,

His
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His generofity, is more than equal to his abilities, and, too
often, ill beftowed. He is too much addifed to women, and
takes more pains to maintain his Haram, than to fupport an
army.--~-But though we cannot call him a great prince, we muift
allow him to be a good man.” His virtues are many ; but they
are thofc of private life, which never appear with luftre upon a
throne. - His judgment is by no means weak ; but his paffions
are not ftrong : the eafinefs of his temper is_therefore moulded
liké'Wax by every hand ; and he always gives up his own better
opinion for thofe of “men of inferior parts.---He is affable in his
converfation, but feldom defCends to pleafantry. Upon the whole,
though Shaw Allum is by no means qualified to reftore a loft
empire, he might have maintained it with dignity in profpergus
times, and tranfmitted his name, as a virtuous prince, to pot"tt:rit'}-x
It'is with great regret that the author, from his regard to truth,
cannot {peak more favorably of a prince, to whom his gratitude
and attachment are due, for repeated teftimonies of his efteem
and friendfhip.

The territories of Suja ul Dowlat, who poffeffes the province
of ‘Oud, "border upon thofe of the king. His revenues amount
to near two crores of roupees, out of which he pays nething to
the emperor, though he pretends to recognize ‘his title as his
fovereign. Since his defeat at Buxar, Suja‘ul Dowlat attends
very much to the difcipline of his army, and the proper regu-
lation of his finances. He has already formed ten battalions Di_'
Seapoys, and has made great improvements in his artillery.
When the news of Abdalla’s late invafion came, he levied twelve
thoufand horfe, upon a-better footing than is generally pra&ifed
in’ Hindoftan. ~ He is now the ally of the Britith in
India, and as his revenues will never enable him to fupport
himfelf in the field againft them, it is probable his priillr:'fp}-f: of
*M 2

fear,

91

-t i T




HTISTORY OF THE DECLINE

forr, “For’ HE'had” noné of Thonor ‘or -gratitude, will'make hiin
{tand to the létter of the treaty.

Sujd ul Dowlat is extremely handfome: in_his perfon; about
five feet eleven inches in height, andfo neryous and {trong, that,
with one ftroke of the fabre, he can cut off the head of a buffalo.
He is active, pafifonate, ambitious;” his penctrating eye {feems, at
firft fight, to promife uncommon acutenefs and fire of mind:
but his genius 15 too volatile for'depth of thought; and he is
confequently more fit for the manly exercifes of the field, ‘than
for deliberation in the clofet.--="Till of ‘late he gave little atten-
tion to bufinefs. He was up before the fun, mounted ‘his:horfe,
rufhed into the foreft, and hunted down tigers or deer till the
noon of day. He then returned, plunged into the:-cold bith,
and ‘fpent his ' afternoons’in’ the Haram among his women;---
Such was the bias ‘'of ‘Suja ul Dowlat's mind till 'the: late Wwar.
Ambitious without tiue policy, and intoxicated with the paffions
of youth, he began a wild career, in ‘which he was foon checked.
Stung with the'lofs of reputation, his paffions have taken another
courfe. His aéivity'is employed in difcipling his army, and he
now f{pends more time at the comptoir of his finances, than.in
dallying with the ladies of his feraglio. = His authority, there-
fore, is eftablifhed, his revenues increafed, and his army on a
refpectable footing. “But, with all his {plendid qualities, he is
cruel, treacherous, unprinciplcd, deceitful : r::1rrying a fpe-
cious appearance, purpofely to betray, and when he embraces
with one hand, will ftab with the other to the heart. Toge-
ther with being heir to the fruits of his father’s crimes, he in-
herits all his latent bafenefs of mind; for, if wc except perfonal
courage, he pofleffes not one virtue more than Seifdar Jung.

The province of Oud is fituated to the north-eaft of  the
Ganges, ‘bordering upon Behar, from which it is, on the one
fide, divided by the river Deo, or Gagera, and on the other by
the
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the Carumnaffa. - The country is level, well cultivated and wa-
tered. It is divided, on the north, by a chain of mountains from
Thibet. In the vallies, which interfe& that immenfe ridge of
hills, there are feveral independent rajas, too inconfiderable to be
formidable to Suja ul Dowlat.

The provinces of Bengal and Behar are poffefied by the Britith
Eaft-India company, in reality, by the right of arms, though, in
appearance,: by a grant from. the prefent emperor. . This is not
a proper: place to -enter into  particulars concerning. thofe pro-
vinces: it ‘may fuffice to obferve, that Bengal and Behar, in-
cluding what is called the company’s lands and duties upori mer-
chandize, yielded in April, 1766, 33,025,968 Sicca roupees.
The expences of government,- the, tribute to the king, and a
penfion to arnabob; -fet up’ on account. of the villainies of his
father, 'amounted to; 22,450,000 /roupees, and confequently the
ballance “in favor of the company was 10,575,968 roupees, or
1,321,004L. 15s. of our money.---The Britith force in Bengal
confifts of three battalions of Europeans, and thirty of Seapoys,
regularly ‘armed, difciplined, and uniformly cloathed; fo that
we are much fuperior, even upon that eftablifhment, to any other
power at prefent in Hindoftan.

In the Decan the Britith are almoft as powerful as in Bengal.
We fupport Mahommed Ali, as nominal nabob of the Carnatic,
while, in fact, we govern the country without control, having
the pofleffion of the garrifons and the dipofal of the revenues.
The power of the Nizam, who refides at Hydrabad, though he
poflefles all the province of Golconda, is, of Iate, very much
circumfcribed:  He, however, ftill maintains an army of 6o or
70000 men ; but without difcipline, and ill paid they are by no

means formidable. He, {fome time ago, entered into a treaty
with'the Britifh, but hie has; of ‘late, fhewn ne difpofition to ad-
here to it Tong:

I I:-. dul'n:'li-"-g'.
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Hydernaigy  a foldier of *fortune, who, by his perfonal merit]
raifed himfelf from a common Seapoy, to be fovereign of almoit
all the coaft of Malabar, threatened,  laft' year, to attack the
Nizam, if he did not break his unnatural alliance with the Bri-
tifh!" The 'part which the Nizam will take upon this occafion,
will‘entitely depend “on-the fpirit of the councils of the Britifh
on the coaft.---As Hydernaig had alfo threatened Mahommed
Ali, nabob of the Carnatic, it was judged prudent to march an
army apdinft him'th Maich, 1767 ; 'but what ficcefs may have.

attended the expedition, has not hitherto reached Eumpe‘

Hydernaig is faid to have thirty difciplined battalions of ‘Sea~
poys, twenty thoufand good horfe; and a great train of artillery,
wrought by five hundred European:renegadoes. This' prince
having ferved in perfon in European armies, “models his troops
upon their plan, pays punctually, and enforces difcipline with
rigor. 'Together with being an able politician, he is a daring,
adtive, and impetuous foldier, and if he is not immediately crufhed,
he may prove the moft dangerous enemy that the Britifh have.
hitherto met with in the Eaft. He is, at prefent, the moft for-
midable prince in all India, and he will, no doubt, take advantage
of the divided ftate of that country, and endeavor to extend his:
conquefls.

Thus- have we, in a few words, endeavored to give a general
idea of the prefent ftate of Hindoftan. = The reflexions which"
naturally arife from the fubje&, might fwell this work intoa
volume. It is apparent, ‘lmwcw:r, from' what has' béerd "faid,’
that the immentfe regions of Hindoftan might be all redyced by
a handful of regular troops.---Ten thoufand European infantry, ..
together with the Seapoys in the company’s fervice, are not ﬂnly .
fufficient to cenquer all India, but, with proper policy, to n‘m_ir;n:-l_,:-_
tain it, for ages, as an appendage of the Britith cra_w:':;.l--:ﬁ'lll"lﬂsl:z
pofition may, at firft fight, appear a pamdt}f{, to people unac-

5 quainted
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quainted with, the genius ‘and -difpofition :of the : inhabitants of
Hindoftan : -but to thofe who- have confidered: ‘both withi attens
tion, the thing feems not only pradicable; but eafy.

That flavery and oppreflion, which the Indians fiffer from

their native princes, make the juftice and regularity of a Britith go-
vernment appear to them in the moft favorahle light., The
great men of the country have no mere idea of patriotifm, than
the meaneft {laves; and the people can have no attachment to
chiefs whom they regard as tyrants. Soldiers of fortune are f{o
numerous in India, that they comprehend one fourth of the inha-
bitants of - that extenfive country.; They are never paid one
third of the ftipulated fum, by the princes of Hindoftan, ‘which
renders themy mutinous-and difcontented ;. but they would moft
certainly approve themfelves obedient, faithful, and brave, in'the
feryice of a power who fhould pay them regularly. §

In a country like India, where all religions are tolerated, the
people can have no objecion to the Britith, on account of theirs.
The army might be compofed of an equal number of Mahom-
medans and Hindoos, who would be a check upen one another,
while a fmall body of Europeans would be a fufficient check
upon both. The battalions ought to be commanded altogether
by European officers, who, if they do their duty properly, and
behave with juftice to their men, may attach them to their per-
fons, with ftronger ties than any troops born in. Europe. But if
juftice is not obferved to foldiers, human nature, in this, as in all
countrics, will and muft revolt againft opprefiion,

At prefent, the black officers of. the Seapoys muit rife from
the ranks. This is found policy, and ought to be continued.
Men of family and influence are deterred, by this circumftance,
from entering into the fervice. Thefe officers are, therefore, en-
tirely our creatures, and will never defert a people, among whom
alone
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alone they can have any power; for no acquired difcipline will
give weight to a mean man, {ufficient to bring to the ficld an
army of Indians.

The advantages of 4 conqueft of Hindoftan to this country
are obvious: It would pay as much of the national debt, as go-=
vernment fhould pleafe to difcharge. Should the influx of
wealth raife the price of the neceflaries and conveniences of life,
the ‘poor, on the other hand, by being eafed of moft of their
taxes, would be more able to purchafe them.---But, fay fome
grave moralifts, how can fuch a fcheme be reconciled to juftice
and humanity ?---This is an objection of no weight.---Hindoftan
is, at prefent, torn to pieces by factions. All laws, divine and
human, are trampled under foot.---Inftead of 'one tyrant, as in
the times of the empire, the country now groans under thou-
fands; and the voice of the opprefled mul titude reaches heaven.
It would, therefore, be promoting the caufe of juftice and hu-
manity, to pull thofe petty tyrants from the height to which
their villainies have raifed them, and to give to {fo many millions
of mankind, a government founded upon the principles of
virtue and juftice.---The tafk is no lefs glorious than it 1s prac-
ticable; for it might be accomplifhed with half the blood which
is often expended, in Europe, upon an ideal fyftem of 2 ballance
of power, and. in commercial ware, which muft be attended
with little eclat, as they are deftitute of ftriking and beneficial
confequences.
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