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JEHANGIRTE

prudent to fend all on different fervices. Four of the principals
he referved, whom he ordered to be feized. They were tried for
treafon ; fufficient proofs could not be found. They were kept in
confinement : Chufero was more narrowly \'.':Licb.tr_l; and became

daily more and more obnoxious to his father

JJEH A NGTR E
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Difturbances in Bengal—Story of Chaja Aiafs—His flicht from
I_l'lIn'.?'.-".'-'.*'_J"“"Ir.;'-"-,u"'-;.?'-'.,-"l" m ithe u'l""r--h'a"v—.'p-'--”f-{] "'._',' the Sultana Noor=
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of that Omrab—Her m;r-"r"s'l{s".f awith the .;;',Ff.’f."é.-".:a,ﬂ'-—P."fajifi.'-fi'lf'ﬂ of

- avith Shere Aftun—Perfecution—and murder

ber famly.

EHANGIRE, having relettled the affairs of the provinces to
the north-weft of the Indus, marched toward the capital. When
he was crofling the Attoe, letters were received from Iflam Chan,

governor of Behir, with intelligence, that Shere Afkun, a native
of Turkomania, whocommanded in the diftriét of Burdwarn , had,
with his own hand, killed Kuttub-ul-dien Koka, Suba of f Bengal,

together with feveral other officers, who had {et 1pon Cmu_h Afkun,

with an intention to aflaffinate him. Jehangire was much
1

afflicted at the death of his favourite Kuttub: but he derived

r

fome comfort from the Suba’s fuccels againft the life of Shere

Afkun. The circumftances of the 11:111:11511}' fate of this chief
are in themfelves extraordinary; and the knowledge of them is
neceflary for clucidating the fequel of the hiftory of Jehangire,
To trace things to their {ource, we muft, for 1':‘-;".'_-: i'=:‘-...‘ lofe fight

of the unfortunate Shere.
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THE HISTOQRY OF HINDOSTAN.

About twenty years before this period, Chaja Aiafs, a native
of the weftern Tartary, left that country to pufh his fortune in
i : :

Hindoftan. FHe was delcended of an ancient and noble family,

fallen into decay by various revolutions of fortune. He, how-

itton, which was all his parents

111l ] ! i . ; Exlely fy i (s ond By ot ety R Ty AT A T oo : f

could Deirow. ralimg in love witih a young woinan, as pool a5
hi L 111 |

111 y JLE rried her 3 1L} ( 1L L4 ]
RN o E v il T 1 . # N 2 R S rioecing. el Sop
her the very ne . f life. Reduced to the laft extremity, he

turned his thouphts upon It the ulual relource of the needy

Tartars of the north. He left privately friends, who either would
not or could not aflift him, and turned his face to a foreign country.

1',..:.* all L;_]J.'..'.-'I.'_l.l or one lorry norle, and a very imall ium o moncy,

which had proceeded from the fale of his other effects. Placmg
|

his wife upon the horfe, he walked by her fide. She hap-

— ) 13 £ R P B I | R, P L L R o N B L S
1_”.'|'|Ll]. to be with Li'.'.]L!, and eould ill endure the tt]-'-];'f"_hL O 13 great

a journcy. Their fcanty pittance of money was foon expended:

ol o o i
they had even fubfifted, for fome days, upon charity, when they
arrived on the fkirts of the Great Solitudes, which feparate Tar-
tarv from the dominions of the family of Timur, 1n India. No
houfe was there to cover them from the inclemency of the
weather « no h: E sliswe their e "[ 1o 11 11 wad eortar
weather s no hand to relieve their wants. o return, was certain

mifery ; to-proceed, apparent deftruction.

They had fafted three days : to complete their misfortunes, the

wife of Aials was taken in labour. She began to reproach her

hufband ‘for leaving his native country at an unfortunate hour;

for exchanging a quiet, though poor life, for the ideal pr

5

wealth in a diftant country. In this diftrefled fituation fhe
brought forth a daughter. They remained in the place for fome
hours, with a vain hope that travellers might pafs that way.
They were difappointed. Human feet feldom tread thefe defarts:
the fun declined a-pace. They feared the approach of night: the

; place
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place was the haunt of wild beafts; and fhould they eitape theu
huneer, they muft fall by their own, Chaja Aiafs, in this ex-
tremity, having placed his wife on the horfe, found himfelf {o
much exhaufted that he could fcarcely move. To: carry the child

ther could not even hold herlelf faft on

the horfe. A lonz conteft began between Humanity and Neceflity :

the latter prevailed, and they agreed to expofe the child on the

The infant, covered with leaves, was placed under a

tree: and the difconfolate parents pl:“.;t'c:_'.L-;". in tears.

When they. had a

€ycs O Lhc

the ';'-';1-.‘.|:, and the

thias . A = e L e [y - 4
mother could no long the iohitary tree

under which {he had left her daurhter, {fhe gave way

F o . =V e . o P, v o e wr
grief; and throwing herfelf from the horle on the ground, ex-
133

claimed, ¢ My child! my child She endeavoured to raife

herfelf ; but the had no firength to return.  Aials was pierced to

evailed upon his wife to it down. He promied

the heart. He
to bring her the infant, He arrived at the place.. No fooner
had his eyes reached the child, than he was almoft {truck dead
A black fnake, 131:-.'

with horror. our authors, was coiled around

it; and Aials believed he beheld him extending his fatal jaws to

devour the infant. The father rufhed forward., The ferpent

alarmed at his vociferation, retired into the hollow tree.

up his daughter unhurt, and returned to the mother
A B e
]..\I ChNuicE 113ecd

wonderful elcape of

relieved them ot

)
came to Lahore.

The emperor Akbar, at the arrival of Aiafs, kept his court
Lahore. Afiph Chan, one of that monarch’

=

attended then the prefence. T

]
=

o

in the defart.




THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

and he received him with attention and friendfhip.

him, he made him his own fecretary. Aiafls foon recommended

himfelf to Afiph- in that flation; and, fw fome accident, his

diligence and ability attracted the notice of the emperor, who
raifed him to the u_'-am:l'.-:uat'. of a thoufand horfe. He became, in

and his genius being

procefs of time, mafter of the houfehold ;
fhill greater than even his good fortune, he raifed himfelf to the
othce and title of Adimad-ul-Dowla, or high treafurer of the
empire. - Thus he, who had almoft perithed through mere want

in the defert, became, in the fpace of a few years, the firlt fubjedt

The daughter, who had been born to Aiafs in the defert, re-
]

ived, foon after his arrival at Lahore, the name of Mher-ul-

a, or the Sun of Women. She had fome right to the appel-
for in beauty fhe excelled :

lation ; Il the ladies of the Eaft. She
vwas educated with the utmolt care and attention. In mulie, in
dancing r, in poetry, in painting, the had no equal among her fex,
Her difpofition was volatile, her wit lively and fatirical, her {pirit

lofty and uncontrouled. Selim, the prince-royal, vifited one day

her father. When the puhhu entertal all,

nment was over, when
except the principal guefts, were withdrawn, and wine. was
brought on the table, the ladies, according to culiom, were intro-

duced in their veils,

The ambition of Mher-ul-Nifla afpired to a conqueft of the

prince. She fung—he was in raptures: fhe danced—he could

hardly be t'-=i1.'-'.;'i;.'c;;5, by the rules of decency, to his place. Her

ftature, her

the higheft pitch. When his eyes feemed to devour her, fhe,

fhape, her gait, had raifed his ideas of her beauty to
as by accident, dropt her veil ; and thone upon Inim, at once, with
all her charms. The confufion, which fhe could well feign, on
the

To employ




JEHANGIRE

the occafion, heightened the beauty of her face. Her timid eye
by ftealth fell upon the prince, and kindled all his foul into love,
He was filent for the remaining part of the evening: fhe endea-
voured to confirm, by her wit, the conquelt which the charms of

- 1 1 <
1€ perion had made,

Selim, diftrated with his paflion, knew not what courfe
to take. Mbher-ul-Niffa had been betrothed, by her father, to
Shere Afkun, a Il_lEl'lcl.':]'!‘JflIH:i.il nobleman of great renown, He

father Akbar, who fternly refufed to commit a

~|~|11I| d to

though in favour of the heir of his throne.

retired abafhed; and Mher-ul-Niffa became the

wife of Shere Afkun. The latter, however, fuffered in ]1,
I.q'vdlruﬂs in life, for not having made a voluntary refignation of
e lady to the enamoured prince. Though Selim durft make no
open attack upon his fortunate rival, during the life of Akbar,
men in office worfhipped the rifin ': {un, and threw accumulated
difgrace on Shere Afkun. He became difgulted, and left the
court of Agra. He retired inm the province of Bengal,
obtained from the Suba of that country, the fuperintendency of

the diftrict of Burdwan

The paflion for Mher-ul-Nifla, which Selim had reprefled

from a relpet and fear for his father, returned with redoubled

violence when he himfelf mounted the throne of India. He was

I ity [ e [y B - 1 A ds v = : ~ = 1 ’
now abfolute ; no fubjet could thwart his will and pleafure. He
= ]

recalled Shere Afkun from his retreat. He was, .f'li‘.'-.",'l.'T'-.'Cl‘, afraid

to go fo much againft the current of the public epinion, as to de-

prive that Omrah of his wife. Shere was inflexible: no man of
honour in India can part with his fpoufe, and retain his life. His

incredible firength and bravery had rendered Shere extremely

7 popular :
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popular. e was naturally hagh-{pirt
1 g ¢ TR i P o TR S L : X
not to be expected, that he would yield to indignity and public

thame,—His family, his former reputation was high.—Born

noble parents in Turkoma he had {pent his youth in Perfia;
and had ferved, with uncommon renown, Shaw I{magl the third

inal name was Afta Jill6, but having

killed a lion, he was dignified with the title of Shere Afkun, or
the Overthrower of the Lion. Under the latter name he became
famous in India. In the wars of Akbar, he had ferved with
great reputation. He had diftinguithed himfelf, in a particular
manner, under Chan Chanan, at the taking of Sind, by exhibit-

143 1

ing prodigies of perfonal firength and valour. Prefc

nts had

M

been heaped upon him; and he was highly efteemed at court,

during the life of Akbar, who loved in others that daring intre-

pidity for which he himfelf was renowned.

- o ol b L P .l " I P o e = - S ok S iy Fa
Jehangire kept lis court at Delhi, when he called Shere Afkun

b

to the prefence. He received him gracioully, and conferred new

1 R , i | £1 3 - 5 & =
honours upon him, Shere Afkun, naturally-open and genecrous,
el 1 ) A | - el e - 2 S o B ¢ i 1 1
fufpefied not the emperor’s intentions. Time, he thought, had
| e i 1™ T

Mher-ul-Nifla from Jehangire’s mind.

VL LS
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rrval; but the faeans he ufed were, at onee, foolifh and difgrace-

b (| £y = 1 ] vha g e
ful. He appointed a day for hunting; and ordered the haunt
of an enormous tiger to be explor News was {oon

(o) |
Py TS Lo X Bl e i g d 1 ] i
that a Uger- el - an CRiraordinary lLc v CGCOVETES 1

of Nidarbari. This favage, it was faid, had carried ofi

o
the largelt oxen from the neighbouring villages. The emperor
directed thither his march, attended by Shere Afkun, and feveral
thoufands of his principal officers, with all their trains. Having,
according to the cuftom of the Mogul Tartars, furrounded the
ground for many miles, they began to move toward the center,

Lajul
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on all fides. The tiger wa s rouzed. Fis roaring was heard in
e place

all g Juari ters: and the CMpEror 'lmu.n,,t. to the

The nobility being affembled, Jehangire called” aloud, * Who

: R tack this tig s
« among you will advance {ingly and atfack this tiger I'hes

looked on one another in filence : then all turne .'. their eyes on

Shere Afkun. He feemed not to underftand thewr meaning: at

th three Omrahs ftarted forth from the circle, and facrilicing

03

len
E :

fear to thame, fell at the emperor’s feet, and begged permi

try fingly their flrength againft the formidable animal, The

pride of Shere Afkun arofe, He had imagined, th it none durft

attempt a deed fo dangerous. He hoped, that af fter the refufal of

the nobles, the honour of the enterprize would devolve it

1 -1
P
|

on his hands. But three had offered themfelves: for the combat

and they were bound in honour to infift on their prior rigl
Afraid of lofing his former renown, Shere Afkun began thus in
the prefence: ¢ To attack an animal with weapons is both
« ynmanly and unfair. God has given to man lumbs and {inews
¢ as wellas to tigers ;: he has added reafon to the former to condudt
¢ his firength.” 'The other Omrahs obje@ted in wvain, ¢ That

all men were inferior to the tiger in ftrength; and that he could
“ be overcome only with fteel.” ¢ I will convince you of your
« miftake,” Shere Afkun replied: and, throwing down his

fword and fhield, prepared to advance unarmed.

'Though the emperor. was, in fecret, pleafed with a propofal full
of danger to Shere, he made a thew of diffuading him from the
enterprize, Shere w as determined. The monarch, with feigned
reluctance, yielded. Men knew not whether they ought moik to
admire the courage of the man; or to exclaim againft the folly of
the deed. Aftonithment was painted in every face. E
tongue was filent. Writers give a paptcular, but
Vour. 1L L

He attack




THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN,

dible detail of the battle between Shere Afkun and the tiger.

This much is certain, that, after a long and obftinate firuggle,
the aftonithing warrior prevailed; and, though mangled witl
wounds himfelf, laid at laft the favage dead at his feet. The

(=]
+]

thoufands who were eye-witnelles of the adlion, were even almoft

afraid to vouch for the truth of the exploit, wilh their concurring

Fer
o
EImMoOny.

increafed ; and the deligns of
he emperor failed. But the determined cruelty of the latter {lopt

not here: other means of death were contrived again{t the unfor-

He had [carce recovered from his wounds, when he came to pay
his refpects at court. He was carefled by the emperor; and he
-

el : ; 2 ;
fuipedted no guile. A {nare, however, was prepared for him.

enhangire had meanly condelcended to give private orders to the

thenarrow ltreets, when he next {hould return to court, and there
to tread him to death. . As accidents of that kind fometimes happen,

from the 1

s Ala arrraale e tha dtino. 4 | +1 tharns
o i 1 i | thine 1eal g 1173
afFgc 0Ol [l. i AlXINALS 11 e rutil |.‘._,_I i a.}!‘l, LI1E I'"I]'n._:

might have pafled without fufpicion. Shere was carried in his
TT
4 1

palanky. He faw the elephant in his way ¢ gave orders to

the bearers to return back: the elephant came forward. They
threw the palanky, with their mafter, in the fireet, and fled to

fave their lives, Shere faw his danger. He had juft time to rife.

He drew a fhort fword, which always hung by his fidg: with
this weapon he ftruck the elephant acrofs the root of the trunk,
which he cut off with one blow. The animal roared, turned
from him, fell down and expired. The emperor was locking
out at a window. Heretired with amazement and fhame. Shere
continued his way to the palace. Without- any fulpicion of
trcachery, he related the particulars to Jehangire. The latter
difguifed his fentiments, but relinquifhed not his defigns. He

! ]




I RE.

1
1

iﬁi‘ﬂ'!]‘t‘d the flrength and

VA1OUTr Of ollere, Wwiho recuarcd latsinca and

unfufpedting from the prefence,

Whether the emperor endeavoured to conquer his paflion for
Mher-ul-Nifla, or felt remorfe from his own behaviour, s uncer-
tain but, for the {fpace of fix months, no further attempts were

made againft the life of Shere, who now retired to the capital of

Bengal. The formerdefigns of Jehangire were no fecret. They
were the fibje& of common converfation, little to the advantage

of the charaCer of a great prince. Ablolute monarchs, however,
are .never without men who flatter their worlt paflions, and ad-
minifter to their moft pernicious pleafures. Kuttub, Suba of
Bengal, was one of thefe convenient {ycophants. To ingratiate
himfelf with the emperor, though perhaps not by his exprefs
commands, he hired forty ruffians, to attack and murder Shere,
when an opportunity fhould offer. Shere was apprized of the
intentions of Kuttub. He continued within doors: but fuch
was his confidence in his own flrength and valour, that at night
he would not permit his fervants to remain in his houfe. They,
according to cuftom, retired each to his own home. An old
porter only remained of the men fervants, under the fame roof
with Shere. The aflaflins were no flrangers to a circumftance
common in India. They made their obfervations upon the houfe.
They found that there was a room, on the right hand, within the
the principal door, which Shere ufed, as a writing-chamber. This
room communicated, by a narrow paflage, with the {leeping apart-
ments. When 1t was dark, they took advantage of the old
porter’s ablence, and conveyed themielves, without difcovery, into
the houfe.

The principal door being bolted at the ufual hour, Shere and his
family went to bed. Some of the affaflins, when they thought

E 2 he

forty affaflins
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THE HISTOR OF HINDOSTAN.
he was fallen afleep, flole filently into his apartment. They

prepared to plunge their daggers into his body, when one of them,

who was an old man, being touched with remorfe, cried out with

Vel el Il L
Le

e
1

a loud voice: * Hold! have we not the emperor’s orders?

« us behave like men. Shall forty “fall upon one, and that onc

¢ afleep!” ¢ Boldly {poken,” faid Shere 3 rting that inftant
from his bed. Scizing his {word, he placed himielf 1n a corner
of the room. ‘There he was attacked by the afl In a few

h

minutes, many of the villains lay, weltering in their blood, at his

~ half efcaped without a wound. The old man

1
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who had given warning, did not attempt to 1y Shere took him

by the hand, praifed and thanked him for his behaviour, and,
having enquired about thofe who had hired the aflaflins, difmified

him. with handfome prefents, to relate the particulars abroad.
i 3 r

S . oy L B T RS e s 2 R SR S R DERm ey, Feget |
The fame of this gallant exploit refounded through ¢

¢ whole

empire. Shere could not ftir abroad for the mob, who prefled
around ‘him. He, however, thought proper to retire from the

]

2

capital of I
to live there in obfeurity and fafety, with his beloved Mher-ul-

a3 e
idence at bu

al, ‘1o-"015 o1 Fcil

all. JEL .?'I.L}I"L'-ZI,

Nifla. He was deceived. The Suba of Bengal had received his

covernment, for the purpofe of removing the unfortunate Shere ;

and he was not ungrateful. After deliberating with himfelf

# il Eal e o (i gy o T —— ¥
2bout the means, he, at laft, fell upon an efieCtual expedient.

Settling the afFairs of his government at Tanda, which ‘was, at

| Al lvrad

that time, the capital of Bengal, he refolved, t retinue,

to make the tour of the dependent provincesy In his rout he

to Burdwan. He made no {fecret to his principal oHicers,

had the L'mpcrm";. orders for LI.;.in-!r-.'li.LJ..-::"'-' Shere, " That

devoted Omrah, hearing that the Suba was entering the town in
which he refided, mounted his horle, and, with two fervants only,
went to pay his refpe@s. The Suba reccived Shere with affeCted

p:]liicnc['s,
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politenefs; They rode, for fome time, fide

converfation turned upon indifferent aftairs.

1 2 T 1 : otn e, ~”
denly ftopt. He ordered his elephant of

which he mounted, under a pretence of appearing with becomi

: 1 - T 11 1:11 o, RO R e i TN
pomp 1n fhe city ol Burdwan. Shere ftood {;:.:., wihen the ouba

was afcending ; and one of the pikemen, pretending that

1 i1 1- i IO A B SRR Tt
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him. Shere was enraged at the aifront.

pikeman t not have ufed that freedon

~ lyr q Flprs ara o #
1V, that there was a
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life. He turned round upon the pikeman; and threatened him
with infltant death. He fell on the ground and be

mercy. Swords were drawn. Shere had no time to

fpurred his horfe up to the elephant, on which the

mounted ; and having broke down the amari or caftle, cut him in

two ;- and thus the unfortunate Kuttub  became the victim of his

own zeal to pleafe the emperor, . Shere did not reft here: he

turned his fword on: the other officers, The firft that fell by his

hands, was Aba Chan, a native of Cafhmire; who was an (hmrah
b | 2

of five thoufand horfe. TYour other nobles thared the {ame fate.

A death attended .every blow from the hand of Shere. The

hed and frightened. They

remaining chiefs were at once aftor

fled to a diflance, and formed a circle around him. Some began

to gall him with arrows; others to fire with their mufquets. His

¢ fhot with a ball in the forehead, fell under

horfe, at length, bein
him. The unfortunate Shere, reduced to the laft extremity,
began to upbraid them witlr cowardice. He invited them feve-
rally to fingle combat; but he begged in vain. He had already

hing fate.

received fome wounds. He plainly faw his appro

Furning his face toward Mecca, he took up fome duft with his

hand; and, for want of water, threw it, by way of ablution, upon

1
2
=]

hishead. He then flood up, feemingly unconcerned. Six balls

entered
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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

ered his body, in different places, before hefell. © His enemies

d icarce the courage to come near, till they faw him in the laf

agonies of death, They praifed his valour to the Tkies: but in

adding to his reputation, they took away frem their own.

mand of the troops, haftened to the houfe of Shere. He

afraid that Mher-ul-Nifla, in the firft paroxifms of grief, might

make away with herfelf, T Rat lady, however, bore her misfor-

tunes with more fortitud 1d refi on., She was unwilling

to adopt the manners of | untry, upon fuchtragical occafions.
She even pretended, in vindication of her apparent infenfibility, to
follow the 'injunétions o r deceafed lord, She alleged that

o1 i -
Shere, forefe

rhisown fall b Jehangire, had conjured her toyield

to the delires of that monarch without hefitation. The reafons.

which fhe faid,; he gave, were as feeble as the fact itfelf was im-
probable. He was afraid that his own exploits would fink into
oblivion, without they were connected with the remarkable event

of giving an emprefs to India.

Mher-ul-Nifla was fent, with all imaginable care, to Delhi.
She was full of the ambition of becoming the favourite Sultana.
Her vanity was difappomnted. Though fhe was received with
{3

great tendern and affe@ion, by Rokia Sultana Begum, the
emperor’s. mother, Jehangire refufed to fee her. Whether his
mind was then fixed 'on another object, or remorfe had taken
pofleflion of his foul, authors do not agree. They, however,
affert, with great improbability, that the emperor was fo much
affected with the death of his favourite, the Suba of Bengal,
that he refolved to punifh Mher-ul-Nifla, for an accident in which
gave orders to fhut her

. ~ 1 . .
up in one of the worlt apartments of the ft:l'ngh-::l. He even

fhe had no concern. Be that as 1t wall, he

would
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would not ¢ E 1 to fee her; and, contrary to his ufual munificence
to women, he allowed her but fourteen anas, about two fhillings
of our money, a-day, for the fubfiftance of herfelf and fome
female flaves. This coldnefs to a woman whom he paflienately
loved when not in his power, was at once unaccountable and

ablurd.

Mher-ul-Nifla was a woman of a haughty fpirit, and could not
‘brook this treatment. She had no remedy.- She gave herfelf up,

for fome time; to grief,.as if for the death of her hufband: butit
¥ ¥

was difappointment only that preyed upon her mind. She was

et

at
tunity of re-kindling the emperor’s former love. She trufted to

ength. reconciled to her condition, irom a hope of an oppor-

=

the amazing. power of her own beauty; which, te conquer,

to be feen. The emperor’s mother, who was

l'lul._._i. '2‘-]':5".'
deeply interefted. for Mher-ul- Niffa, could not prevail upon he
fon to fce her; He turned away from her in filence, when fhe
{poke of the widow of Shere. An expedient, however, offered
itfelf to Mher-ul-Nifla. To raife her own reputation.in the
feraglio, and to fupport herfelf and {laves with more decency,
than the fcanty pittance allowed her would admait, {he called forth

her invention and tafte in \'Jr.‘-]‘E:ll':g' fome admirable pieces: of

tapefiry ¢ ind embroidery, in painting filks with exquifite delicac
and in inventing female ornaments of every kind. Thefe articles

were carried, by her flaves, to the different fquares.of the royal

{eraglio, and to the harams of the great ofhcers of the empire.
The inventions of Mher-ul-Wifla excelled {fo much in their kind,
that they were bought with the greatefi avidity., Nothing was

1 1 1= i ™ 1.5 1

fathionable among the ladies of Delhi and Agra, but the work:

of hér hands. She accumulated, by thefe means, a confiderable
{fum of money, with which fhe repaired and beautified her apart-

ments

Mot {feen by
the emperora
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ments, and clothed her

while'the herlelf affeéted a

In this fituation t

e widow of

without once having feen the

ars from EVELY apar

| &

vanquithed his refe

of the things which he had fo often heard, c

Nifla. He refolved to furprize her:

1

refolution to none,, he fuddenly entered

o e il L S o
na every

with amazement. But the grea

utior

nt in

1. z

iing o elegant and magn

here continued

determine

-1 the richelt ‘tiffues and brocades,

VEery ['i.'.il‘ and fimple dref:

3 -
( I - Tears
I\.l...l. _-Ll..--_.

emperor, Her fame reached his

io, Curiofity at length

1 ¢ 1 %0 i T

d to be an eye-witnels

ncerning Mher-ul-

and communicating his

her apartments, where he
i

cent, that ]'l".' wWas !{I-.E:.;-

eft ornament of the whole was

Mher-ul-Niffa herfelf. She lay half reclined, on an embroidered

.ll 1 ot

fopha, 1n a |
her; @t work, atlired n
manifelt confulion; and

Nain muflin drefs.

Her 1{laves {at 'in a cirele round

rich brocades. She f{lowly arole, in

received

the emperor with the ufual

ceremony of touching firft the ground, then her forehead with

her night hand, * She did not utter one word; but flood with her

=

eyes fixed on the groun

s

remained for fome time

filent. He admired her fhape, her ftature, her beanty, her grace ;

1

and that inexpreflible voluptuonfuels of mein; which 1t is 1m-

1‘;1)13"3-348 to refift.

Jehangire did not, for fome time, recover from his confufion.

He at length fat down on the fopha, and requefted Mher-ul-

r

Nifla to fit by his fide,

The frft queftion he afke

ed, was, © Why

“ this difference between the appearance of Mher-ul-Niffa and

¢ her {laves P’ She very

are my fervants; and I

s

(hr

1 »
dileVl

indulgence in my power.

(T8

rewdly replied, ** Thofe born to fervi-
tude muft drefs as it {fhall pleafe thofe whom they ferve. Thele
¢ the burden of bondage by every

But I that am your flave, O Em-

1'ICI'(TI'

=




JEHANGIRE

% peror of the Moguls, mufl drefs acc ording to your pleafure an d | *
¥ not my own. At T 1 =1|>-‘.'m this anfwer was a kind of {arcafm on FFI

his behaviour, it was fo pertinent and well turned, that it greatly

pleafed Jehangire. He took her at once in his arms. His i |
cormer affe@ion returned, with all its violence; and the very o f ']1.“;“-”
next day, public orders were iffued to prepare a magnificent
feftival, for the celebration of his nuptials with Mher: ul-Niffa. LT "-'.’Lu;
Her name was alfo changed by an ediél into Noor-Mihil, or the "l '
Light of the Seraglio. The emperor’s former favourites vanifhed "f’l.i i
before her ; and during the reft of the reign of Jehangire, (he bore . W .
the chief {way in all the affairs of the empire, i I " ! M
" |i
The great power of Noor-Mihil Ei&i‘.-Cf',',';,‘tl for the firft time, i ! bt
: 1 the immediate advancement of her family. Her father, who, i .
:n the latter end of the reign of Akbar, had been chief treafurer L] j3r'-.l i%ﬂ
{s

of the empire, was raifed to the Gf‘mc of abfolute vifier and firft |

minifter. Ferid Bochari, who, under the title of Mortaza Chan,

111.1511rr|:r.1 the affairs of the empire, had been, by a firoke of the
rendered unfit for bufinefs, which opened the way for the

palfy,

311-(3-'_11911[}11 of the A@&emad-ul-Dowlat. The two brothers of ’Ié i
Noor-Mahil were raifed to the firft rank of nobility, by the titles f : H'
of Adticid Chan and Afiph Jah. Her numerous relations poured - I[l
in from Tartary, upon hearing of the fortune of the houfe of | |h
Aiafs. Some of them were gratified with high employments, all ﬂ m
with lucrative ones. Her father was not dazzled with the fplendor

of his high ftation. He was a man of probity in private life, of 4
ability in office. He became a great and good minifter.. His ¢ .;, !
name is revered to this day in Hindoftan. The talents of her ]El!*

brothers were rather popular than great. They behaved with

honour and moderation upon every occafion ; ftrangers to info- -
‘ S T ,. {8
lence, and enemies to opprellion. The invidioufnefs of their ;-gm'ﬂl

fitnation did not raife envy. Men allowed, that merit intitled
VoL. IIL F them L il
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them more to their high flations, than their relation to the
favourite Sultana, The writers ,of the affairs of Hindoftan
remark, That no family ever rofe fo fuddenly, or {o defervedly, to
23! rank and eminence, than the family of Chaja Aiafs; and this is

our apology for the minute relation of their progrefs to great-

nefs,
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