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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

gloomy poeinty cither a throne or a grax Their hopes and fears

had provided themfelves

: : BT
merealed, with their gro I

againft-the important nife 5 and svhen vhe was

difeafe; they broke forth

leazed with what

at.once; from that {ile ich their reverence for the

perfon and authority of a parent had hitherto impofed on’ theit

minds,

i L s ; P TR i B R B S =
Lhe means of ambition, which their refpedtive ranks in the

empire had placed .in the hands of each of the fons. of  Shaw

hetr, boldnels to carry their {chemes into

Jehdn, were great; but t
execution was greater flill,, High-fpirited and intrepid, they
withed for no.object shich their matural courageldurft not at-
tempt to obtain: they were born for enterprize; and though: be-
yond  meafure ambitious, they, loved danger more than power.
Each was pollefled of . armies; and  of trealures: and, being
tivals in fame as well as ininfluence, they Joft.all affetion for one
another, in the more violent paflions of the mind. = Dara, vefted
with his claim of primogeniture,, as well. as/with his father’s
declaration in favour of his fuccellion; conftrued: the ambition of
his brothers into rebellion. Suja, in. pofleflion, of Bengal, was
carried ].'-}‘ his PJ'iL:C to the relolution . of i;_'iz_zn‘_r_; the whole em-
pire: Aurungztbe covered his ambition with. motives of religion;
and the vehement Morad arrogated all to hi
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Lhe ngure which the brothers are to make in the {fucceeding
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ters,

5, leems to demand a delineation of their refpe@ive charac-
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Dara, the cldelt fon of Shuw Jehan, was polite in his conver~

fation, affable, open and free. He was eafy of accefs, acute in
obfervation, learned, witty and graceful in all his aions. . He
pryed not into the fecrets of others; and he had no fecret him-=

{elf,
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felf, but what he difdained to hide. He came fairI}- upon man-
kind ; he concealed nothing from them, and he expected that
faith which he freely gave. Ad&ive, lively, and full of fire, he
was perlonally brave; and he forgot misfortune in the vehe-
mence of his mind ; which, negleéting paft evils, looked forward
to future good. Though elevated with fuccefs, he never was
dejected by bad fortune; and though no believer in a particular
providence, he met with all the incidents of life as if they had
been immoveably determined by Fate. In his public charaer,
he was {fometimes morofe, frequently haughty, always obftinate,
and full of pride. Self-fufficient in his opinions, he ftarce could
hear advice with patience; and all he required of his friends was
iumplicit obedience to his commands. But, with this appear-
ance of ill-nature, he was in his difpofition humane and kind;
for though he was often paffionate, his rage was not deftruive ;
and it paffed fuddenly away without leaving a trace of malice
behind. - In his private charaCter Dara was, in every refpe&, un-
exceptionable. He was an indulgent parent, a faithful hufband,
a dutiful fon., When he returned at night to his family, the
darknefs which had covered his brow, throughout the day, was
difpelled ; his countenance was lightened up with joy, and his
whole converfation difplayed a” peculiar ferenity and benevolence
of difpofition. Though no enemy, from principle, to pleafure,
he was naturally virtuous; and he filled up his leifure time with
ftudy, inftead of thofe enervating indulgences, which render the

princes of the Eaft effeminate.

Suja, was humane in his difpofition, averfe to cruelty, an enemy
to oppreflion. In the exccution of juftice, he had no refpe@ of
perfons but ‘when the natural tendernefs of his difpofition gave
his mind a bias toward the unfortunate. Though honeft, like
his brother Dara, he was not fo open and free, He never told a

Vou, IIL. Ff falfehood ;
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| 'l - ol :;’a falfehood;; but he did not'always tell 'the whole of the’truth, He
"'|]Hhi Al At Was imbre tranghil, more:clofe and ‘referved than Dara; and he

ll -,"‘l i""'ﬂ was more fitted for the intrigues of party, and that management
mm’ﬁﬂ v@ I which is neceflary to direét ‘the various paflions of ‘men to one
i A point. He was genérous to his friends ; he 'did mot difdain to
hear their advice, though he for the moft part followed ‘his own

wdement of  things.  He was ‘fond ‘of pomp and'magnificence ;

and much addi&ed to the pledlures of the'haram. Graceful'and

aétive in his own perfon, be loved in women' that complete fym-
metry of limbs whith'rendered himfelf the ‘favourite of the fex;
and he fpared no expence in filling "his feraglio with ladies re-
matkable for their beauty and accomplifhments. In their fociety
he fpent too much ' of his ‘time; but the'warmth of his conftitu-
tion did not make him negleft the neceflary affairs of life. Dur-
ing ‘his long government of Bengal, he won the affeClions of
the people by the foftnefs of his manners, and his exaé and ri-
gorous execution of juftice ; and the country flourifhed ‘in com-
merce and -agriculture, under the protection which he, invariably
gave to induftry. In battle ‘he was brave; nor was he deftitute
of the talents neceflary for a general; and we much attribute
his misfortunes in the field to the effeminacy of his troops,

more than to his'own want of conducdt.

©f Aurung- The charalter of Aurungzcbe differed in every refpe@t from
e thofe of his elder brothers, Deftitute of that graceful appear-
ance of perfon which rendered them popular as foon as feen, he
acquired by addrefs that influence over mankind, which nature
had on them beftowed. ‘In difpofition ferious and melancholy,
he eftablificd an opinion eof the folidity of 'his underftanding,
even among thofe who had no opportunity of being acquainted
with his great talents.  Pliant and accommodating in his man-
ner, he gained mankind by fHlattering their pride; and he wrapt

up
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up his behaviour in fuch plaufibility, that they attributed his at-
tention to, their awn merit, more.than to his defigns, . His com-
mon converfation turned always on trifles, In affairs of moment
he was referved, crafty, and full of diffimulation. Religion, the
great engine of political impoftors, he profefled in all its feverity,
With it he deceived the weak, and awed intora kind of reverence
for his perfon, the greatelt enemies of his power. Though. not
remarkable for humanity, he did not naturally delight in blood ;
but ambition was his darling paflion, and before it vanifhed all
the f{ofter feclings of the foul. Fear, which renders other tyrants
cruel, bad no place in his breaft ; but that provident caution,
which wilhes to fhut up every accels to danger, made him care-
lefs about the lives of his rivals., He had a particular talent for
kindling diffentions among thofe who oppofed his defligns; and
his art and cunning were more deftructive to his enemies.than his
{word.

Morid, the youngeflt fon of Shaw Jehin, was by conftitution
lively and full of fire. With too much levity for bulinefs, he
gave up his time.to mirth, a&tion and amufement, He delighted
in the chace; he was more fond of battle than of war. In rid-
ing, in bending the. bow, in throwing the, lance, he met with
few that could equal him, 1p .the armies which he commanded ;
and he was more defirous of carrying the palm in the manly ex-
ercifes of the field, than in the intrigues of the. cabinet. He
defpifed all cabals : he gloried in keeping nothing fecret. He
thought it beneath his dignity to command mankind by art; and
he openly profefled, that he difdained to. owe diftinftion to any
thing but the fword, * ** To poflefs a throne by the will of a pa-
rent, to owe it to birth,” faid Morad, * is unworthy. of .a great
prince ; and had not my brother fupported his pretenfions to the
crown by arms, I would difdain to wear it.,” In battle his foul
Ffa Nas
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was a ftranger to fear; he was even an enthufiaft in his love of
danger, and flaughter was his favourite paftime. In peace he
was mild, though proud, liberal, affable and humane. But his
very virtues were weaknefs ; and his fate furnifhes a melancholy
proof, that an open generofity of fpirit is never a match for hy-
pocrify and deceit. His {plendid qualities, however, rendered him
be, notwithftanding his {upe-

popular in the army ; and Aurungzeé
riority of parts, owed, at laft, his fuccefs over Morad, as ' much, at leaft,
to accident as to his known talents.  Such were the illuflrious com»

petitors for the throne of their father.

Suja, who had poflefled the government of Bengal for many
years, was the firft who appeared in the field, upon receiving in-
telligence of the dangerous illnefs of Shaw' Jehin. 'He excufed
his meafures by the violence of Dara. He was informed, that
he had nothing to expect from his brother fhould he poflefs the
throne, but imprifonment, or even death; and he affirmed, that
neceflity had-rendered rebellion lawful." The refources which
Suja poflefled, promifed fuccefs to his enterprife. He had accumula-
ted treafure, and levied an army ; and, though his agent atcourt
tran{mitted to him accounts of his father’s recovery, he affedted
not to credit the intelligence. When he pitched his tent in the
field, he iffued out a manifefto, which bore that Shaw Jehdn was
dead; and that there were violent fufpicions of Dara’s being
acceflary to his death. Though he received letters from the hands
of his father,'announcing his recovery, he alledged that they were
a forgery by Dara to amufe him, and to divert him from his in-
tentions of revenging the death of the emperor on the parricide.
The enemies of Dara contributed by their letters to make Suja
perfift in his refolution.

Dara
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Dara had the earlieft intelligence of the defigns of his brothery
and he made the neceffary” preparations againft' him.  His: fon
Solimédn, had marched with ten thouland horfe; to quell fome
difturbances in the provinee of Allahabdd. Dara ordered arein-

forcement to fall down the

jumna, and to join Solimdn. Raja Joy
Singh and’ Debere Chan commanded the detachment, and they
had pofitive inftruéions, after joining the prince, to flop the pro-
grely of Suja to the capital with the fword. . The emperor, how-
e¢ver, repented of orders procured from him by the violence of
Dara. He was averfe to a civil war ;i and he fent fecret direc-
tions to Joy Singh to endeavour to induce Suja to return to
his government’of Bengal.. Thefe'direlions were fearce dif-
patched to the Raja, when advices arrived at court that the prince
Morad, who commanded in the kingdom of  Guzerat, was pro-
claimed emperor by the army; that the receiver-general of the
Imperial revenues, in oppofing- the ufurpation, had been flain in
battle ; and that Mordd, having negociated a’ confiderable loan
with the bankers of Ahmedabid, had coined money in his owmn

Iamc.

"The intelligence of this fecond rebellion haftened: Suja in. his
meafures. He wifthed to be the firft of the competitors who
fhould arrive at the capital; and he therefore moved his camp
to Bendris. When he was buly in eonftructing a bridge of
boats for croffing the Ganges, Solimdn appeared in fight on
the oppofite fhore with his army. A negociation was fet on
foot with Suja by Joy Singh; and it was at laft agreed, that
the prince fhould return to his government, and difband his
army. The a&ive {pirit of Solimdn did not relifh this precarious
pacification. Joy Singh, without his participation, had'fettled the
erms with Suja ; and he did not think himfelf bound by a truce,
in which ke had no hand. He changedhis ground, and moved a
few
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few: miles. up! the Ganges. The river by an extraordinary
drought was remarkably low. Solimin, to the aftonithment of
every body, difcovered a ford by which the cavalry could pafs,
The circumftance was too favourable to the inciinations of the
prince, not to be turned to immediate advantage, In the night
he forded the river ; and, when day-light appeared, fell fuddenly

on Suja’s camp.

Suja, who confidered the Ganges as-an infuperable barrier, per-
mitted himfelf to be completely furprized.  The fhouts of the
army, the clathing of {words firft rouzed him from fleep.  He
ftarted from his bed, feized his arms, rulhed forth, and mounted
his horfe.. 'When he looked round' him,"he ‘beheld nothing but
confufion and terror, and flaughter: and flight, . His 'voice was
not, heard in the tumult ; and if heard, itjwas not obeyed: The
crowd around him was great; but his army. was too much agi-
tated by fear to be reduced to any form.: As noman could truft
to another; each endeavoured to:provide for his own fafety by
flight. The flaughter of thofe who flood, retarded the enemy. in
their purfuit of the fugitives, Suja, with fome of his officers,
fought with courage; but they were driven into the river: and
the prince with great difficulty made his efcape in a canoe, and
fell down the {tream without ftopping, tell he reached Mongeer.
Solimin, after his vi€tory, marched into Bengal, and beficged Suja
in the fort of Mongeer. - But we muit turn our attention to ano-
ther quarter of the empire.

Aurungzébe, as has been already related, returned to
Brampour after having finifhed the war in Tellingana. He did
not - continue long in that citys, He took up his refidence in a
town in the neighbourhood of Dowlatabdd, which he had re-
built, and called after his own name Aurungabad, In this place
he
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he received the firt news of his father's

illnefs 3 - but - three
months relapfed before he heard any further intelligence from
court. Dara, who was refolved ‘to eflablith himfelf firmly on the
throne in cafe of the demife of his father, had placed guards

on all the ferries and highways ; at the f;

ame time ifluing orders
to all the officers of the cuftoms, and the commanders of diftritts,
to ftop all letters and travellers. Thefe circumftances induced Au-

.-'I £,

rungzébe to believe that his father was dead ; and he began

to levy forces for his own fecurity.  In the midft of his pre-
parations, letters were received from Morid, who commanded
Guzerat, That prince informed Aurungzcbe that Dara had
ufurped the throne, and was taking meafures for cutting off his
brothers. He therefore propofed that 'they fhould join in their

own defence,  Aurungzébe embraced Mordd's propofal with joy,
He knew his own fuperior abilities, 'which were more than a
match for the open valour of Morid; and he hoped, that if by
his afliftance he could defeat Il,-a. his own way to the throne
A negociation wi

would be paved. Morid was opened, and the

preparations for war continued,

Jumla, who had been difmiffed from the office of vifier by Dara,
arrived in the mean time from Agra in the Decan.  Shaw Jehin
having difapproved of that lord’s being ‘turned out of his di-
partment, endeavoured to gratify him in fome other way; and
had, for that purpole, given him the comnmand of a confiderable
body of troops, to reduce fome places which {lill held out in the

lately conquered provinces. Dara, who was jealous Jumla’s
known attachment to Aurungzebe, kept his'family in the capital as
the hoffages of his faith, Jumla, pitching his camp in the
neighbourhood “of Aurungabad, was lr;fi:ni'l':lr:ci of Aurungzébe's
preparations for war, He fent him a meflage, informing him
that the emperor was recovered, and had refumed the reins of go-
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vernment.  The prince, aftonifhed at the coldnels of Jumla, fent
to demand a conference: but that lord, fearing the f{pies of
Dara who were difperfed over the camp, refufed to wait upon a

man, who was arming againft his fovereign.

Aurungzébe penetrated into the caufe of this cautious con-
du&. He knew that he was attached to his intereft; and that
it was only the fear of Dara’s refentment againft his family, pre-
vented him from joining with alacrity in his own views. He
therefore had recourfe to art. Mahommed Mauzim, the fecond
fon of Aurungzébe, was a great favourite with Jumla. That
prince was fent to vifit him with proper inftructions from his fa-
ther. Mauzim, who was then about feventeen years of age, pol-
fefled a part of Aurungzebe’s addrefs. He waited upon Jumla
in his tent, without any previous notice, and was received with
great kindnefs and diftinction. When night was coming on,
Jumla put the prince in mind of the time; and Mauzim told
him, that having waited upon him without either the permif-
fion or knowledge of his father, he was afraid of returning
without the cuftomary honour of being attended by the per-
fon to whom he had paid the vifit. Jumla, who was atham-
ed of being defective in point of politenefls, agreed to accom-
pany Mauzim home. When they came to the prince’s apart-
ment, Jumla fignified his intention of returning; he was,
however, perfuaded to enter. Mauzim retired, and his father ap-
peared. He earneltly infifted, that Jumla with the army under his
command, fhould join in his defigns upon the throne. Thatlord
excufed himfelf, on account of his family, who were in the hands
of Dara. It was at length ageeed, that the perfon of Jumla fhould
be feized ; and an order iffued for confifcating all his effets.
This expedient fecured him the refentment of both par-
ties; and a door of reconciliation was left open, whichever

fide
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fide fhould 'prevail. ~The troops, foen aftér thé imprifonient ‘of
their general, joined the ftandard of Aurungzébe.

On the fixteenth of February 1658, Aurungzébe marched from
Aurungabad with twelve thoufand horfe ; leaving his {econd fon
Mauzim with a fufficient force for the prote&ion of the Decan,
from whence he intended to derive his fupplies for the war.
Nijabut Chan, defeended in a dire& line from Timur, com-
manded his vanguard, and took the rout of Brampour. He him-
felf followed with the main body, and arrived on the firlt of
March at that place.  He remained at Brampour near a month,
for an anfwer to the difpatches which he had fent to Guzerat to his
brother. His propofals to that prince were {fo obvioully hypo-
critical, ' that 'only the open fpirit of Mordd, who, being full
of honefty himfelf, fufpected no guile in others, could be for-a
moment ‘deceived. ' 'He profeflfed in his letters, that he had al-
ways been’ his affeCtionate friend’; that Dara, from his natural
weaknefs, was incapable of holding the reins of government, be-
fides that he was from principle indifferent about all religion;
that Suja, with' abilities little 'fuperior to Dara, was a heretic,
and by confequence unworthy of the crown. *“ As for me,” con-
tinues Aurungzébe, “ I have long {ince dedicated myflelf to the
fervice of God. ' I defire only for that fafety and tranquillity,
which fuits the fervency of my devotion. But I will with my
poor abilities affift Mordd to take pofleflion of a fcepter, which
the united wifhes of the people of Hindoftan have alrecady placed
in his hand.  Morid may then think of his faithful Aurungzcbe,
and aflign him a quiet retreat, for pafling the remainder of his

life in the aufterities of religion.

Morid, who, with his fplendid qualities, was {elf-conceited and
vain, afcribed Aurungz€be’s mederation to his jown fuperior

VoL. 1II. Gg merit.
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merit. He wrote back to his brother, that he was ready to join
him with all his forees; and, for that purpofe, was prépating to
march from Ahmedabid. On the twenty-fecond of March, Au-
rungzébe having received the difpatches of Mordd; left the city of
Brampour, and took the rout of Ugein, where the brothers had
preconcerted to join their forces. Arriving on'the banks of the
Nirbidda, he was informed that the Matraja, Jellwint Singh, Tiad,
on the part of Dara, taken pofleflion of Ugein, with fevéity
thoufand horfe. IHe was beyond meafure aftonifhed, that the
enemy had not fenta part of his army to guard the paflage of the
river, ' which might have ftopt his progrels, He, however, with
his fmall force durft not crofs it ; and he encamped on thé oppo-
fite banks in anxious expectation of the arrival of Morid.

The Maraja, inftead of attacking Aurungzébe Wwith a foree
that l‘r]'ﬂlﬂiibd a certain vitory, when he Had advanced within
ten miles of the rebels, took poffeflion of a woody hilly on the
top of which there was an extenfive plain. In this place he in-
trenched Kis army ; and contented himfelf with detdching fly-
ing fquadrons to awe the enemy from crofling the river.. The
condu&t eof the Maraja, who was perfonally brave, proceeded
in a great ‘meafure from his pride and arrogance. He was
heard to- fay, That he waited for the jundion ofrthe brothers,
that i€ might in one day triamph over two Imperial princes.
Aurungztbe owed his fafety to this unaccountable folly. His
fmall army, when he atrived on the banks of 'the Nirbidda, was
{o much fatigued with the march, and fpent with the exceflive
hedt of the weather, that he might be routed by dn. ineconfi-
derable force.

A few days after Aurungzébe’s arrival at the Nirbidda, the van
of Mordd’s army entered his camp.  When they were fitft {een,
on
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on 2 rifing ground near the army of Aurungzébe, the enemy ftruck
his tents, and advanced toward the banks of the river. Aurung-
zébe difpatched a meflenger to haften Morid, who was flill about
fifteen miles diftant. He himfelf, in the mean time, relolved to
take the prefent opportunity to pafs the river, which by the late
extreme drought had become fordable. He placed, therefore, his
artillery, which was worked by fome Frenchmen in his fervice,
on a rifing ground, and entered the river in columns, under his
own fire. The Maraja, trufting to the height of the banks and
his advanced-guard, who were already engaged with the enemy,
contented himfelf with drawing up his army- in order of battle at
Aurungzébe, having forced the paflage of the river,

Mo-

after

a diftance.
encamped on its bank; and the next day he was joined: by
rid, who had left his army on their march. The brothers,
a long conference, relolved to attack the enemy by the dawn of
the morning; whillt orders were {ent to the forces of Morid,
who were not yet arrived,. to hold themfelves in readinefls for ac-

tion.

The Maraja; by his [couts, being apprifed of the motions of the
rebels, was ready to-receive them.  He drewup, before day-light,
his.army. in arder of battle, to be ready to accommodate his dilpo-
{itions afterwards to the appearance of the enemy’s line, He ac-
cordingly began the a&tion with the Mogul cavalry, but thefle were
{foon repulled by the veteran troops of Aurungzébe. The Maraja,
who forefaw the difcomfiture of the Moguls, fhewed behind them
the front of thirty thoufand of his native troops. the Rajaputs, in
whom he chiefly confided. Aurungzébe; upon feeing this formi-
dable body, drew back from the purfluit, and reflored his. line.
The Maraja advanced with impetuofity,, and the. prince met him

half way. The fhock was extremely violent; andtherebelsswere
on the point of giving way, when Morad, with his troops, juft
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arrived -on the field, attacked the enemy in flank. “‘The vic=
tory 'was fnatched from the hands of the Rajaputs: their prince
difdained to fly. " The wings were broken and ruined; but the
center; animated by the prefence of their prince, ftood its ground.
Slaughter and danger increafed every moment, ' Morad was irre-
fiftible on the right flank; and Aurungzebe, who had been on the
point of retreating, advanced again to' the charge. The Rajaputs
behaved with their ufual bravery ; but they were furrounded on all
fides, The aftion became mixed and undiftinguifhed. Friends
were miftaken for foes, and foes for friends. Uncertainty would
have fufpended the fword, but fear made it fall every where.
About the fetting of the fun, the field, covered with ten thoufand
dead bodies on the {ide of the enemy, was left to Aurungzébe and
:\J[k:'r;‘.dl

by ‘way of bravado, quite round the army of the vitors; and

The Maraja, " after the battle was over, drove his chariot,

when it was propofed to Aurungzébe that a party fhould be de-
tached in purfuit of that prince, * No,” he replied, % let the

wounded boar have time tofly.”?

The bad fuccefs of the Maraja proceeded 'not more from his own
folly, than from the addrefs of Aurungzébe. "That prince had his
emiffaries in the Imperial camp, who infinuated to the rigid Ma-
hommedans; that fhould the Maraja prevail, their religion would
be at-an end in India.  The Moguls accordingly made but a
faint refiftance; and the whole weight of the a&tion fell upon the
Rajaputs. - The Maraja, after his defeat, was 'afhamed to appear at.
courts: He retreated to his own country; but his wife, a woman
of a mafeuline {pirit, difdained to receive a hufband not covered

with mi&tory. She fhut the gates of her caftle againft him, He

L

in vain remonfirated, that, though unfuccefsful, he had fought

withithe bravery of his anceftors, as appeared from the number of
L AL

Fhe flain,” faid fhe,

Lo

the flain, ¢/ “have left Jefbwint without an
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excufe. To be defeated is no new thing among ‘the Marajas, but
to {urvive a defeat is new. . Defcended/from their bloody” adopted
by marriage into their houfe, they left their glory in' the-hands of
Jeflwint, and he has tarnifhed it with flight. To be the meflenger
of the ruin of his armies, to {iow the world that he fears death

more than difgrace, " is now: become, the employment 'of my Huf=

band, - But'l have no hufband. It is an:impoftor that knocks at
our gates. Jeflwint is no more. - The blood of kings could not
furvive  his lofs of fame. Prepare  the funeral pile! I will
join in death my departed lord.” 'To fuch a pitch of enthu-
fiafm had this woman carried. her ideas of wvalour. She herfelf
was . the daughter ef the late Rana, and Jeflwint was of the
fame family. He, however, prevailed upon her to open the gate
of the caftle, by promiling that he would levy a new army, and
recover, from  Aurungzebe, the glory which he had loft to that
prince.

The princes, after their vi€ory over the Maraja, entered Ugein
in triumph. Mordd, who loved battle as a paftime, was unwili—_
ing to ftop 1in‘ that city ;- but-Auringz€be convineed him that- it
was neceflary to refreth the troops: for a few days, after the fa-
tigues of a long march, and the toils. of an obftinate'adtion. He
at the fame time informed him, that time {hould be given to their
vifory to work upon the fears of the enemy: ¢ Befides,” faid
Aurungzcbe, © there are thirty thoufand men' in' the army of
Dara, whom I intend to gain aver to my intereft beforeiwe fhall

Hl {e of

again engage.” « The true caule of this delay was:a want of. ins
formation of the real flate of the court of Agra. If Dara was: the
fovereign, Aurungzcbe had no doubt of carrying all ‘before himy
onvaccount of the unpopularity of that'prince among the nobility;

but if the reins of government had reverted into the kands: of
Shaw Jehin, wha was,in a manner, adored/both by the army-and
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the people, he was fure that even his own troops would defert-him
1n-a ddy, of battle.  He had fent privately exprefles to his' friends
at Agra,'and he waited for their return.

The news of the battle near the: Nirbidda arrived, in the mean
time; at court. Dara was enraged at the Moguls, from whofe
cowardice or: perfidy the rebels derived their fuccefs. The empe-
ror. himielf was perplexed beyond meafure. e was fenfible of
the determined refolution of his rebel fons: he dreaded the
violence of Dara.~ He faw nothing but misfortune before him,
and fome dreadful calamity hanging over himfelf and his family.
The eager preparations of Dara for another battle, alarmed
him as ‘much as the approach of the rebels. © A viftory would
make ara' mafter of the ¢mpire : a defeat would throw himfelf
into the hands of ‘thofe whom he oppofed. His mind flew
from one refolution to another, and he could fix on none. The
profpe&t was gloomy before him; and feeing no point on which
he;could xgfk his hopes, he left all to chance.

Dara, with the natural adivity and vehemence of his temper,
prepared, with redoubled vigour, for the field; He pafled like.a
flame theough the capital, and kindled thoufands into an eagernels
equal:to his own. When the firft: news of the defeat of the Maraja
came to court; Dara fent an exprefs to his fon Solimdn, who be-
fieged Suja in. Mongeer. . He defired: him to make the beft terms
which the urgency of  the times would; admit with Suja, and to
return to, Agra by forced marches, A negociation was opened ac-
cordingly with the. befieged. prince. His. neceflities made him
liften, with eagernefs, toa treaty. Solimin, in the name of the
emperor, reinftated him in the government of Bengal, after hav-
ing exalted from him a folemn promife of taking no farther part
in.the war. He himf{elf marched, night and day, to reinforce his r

5 father s
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father; and had he arrived in time, Aurungzche might have ¢

! o

his Hopes to the wind., Soliman was then in the twenty

yeat of his age; graceful in his perfon, and vigorous in his mis

Nature feemed to have formed him for war. le was brave in

altion, fedate, and pﬂﬁfﬂin;.‘i himlelf i the greatelt dangers. He
was generous in his difpofition, liberal in his fentiments, plealing
to his friends, humane to his enemies. He pollefled the fire and
warmth of Dara without his weaknefles ; the prudence of Aurung-

zébe without his meannefs and deceit,

The Imperial army, in the mean time, marched out of Agra
under the condu@ of Dara. The emperor became more and more
perplexed, as matters approached to a decifion. He knew that
the nobles loved not Dara: he knew that the beft troops were
abfent with Solimdn. One expedient only remained, and that, if
followed, would have infured fuccels. He ordered the Impe-
rial tent to be pitched without the walls; declaring, that he
would take the field in perfon againft the rebels. His friends faw
an end to his troubles in this refolution. His own army to 4 man
would die in defence of his power; and even the troops of Au~
rungzébe and Mordd had openly declared, that they would not draw
their fivords againft Shaw Jehan. The infatuation of Dara pre-
vented his father’s defigns. He had recourfe to intreaty, and
when that failed, to commands. The emperor, whole intellecls
had been in fome meafure impaired by his illnefs, was, at firft,
fliocked at the obftinacy of Dara. That prince, whole filial piety
was even greater than his ambition, waited upon his father. He
threw himfelf at his feet, and carreftly requefted that he would not
endanger his health by taking the field; as, upon his Tife, the
profperity of the empire depended, in days of fo much trouble.

The
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The emperor, having yielded to the intreaties of Dasa, .conjured
him, though bent on war, to avoid coming to attion till the arri-
val of his fon,, The malignity of his fate prevailed alfo iover this
advice: He {faid not a word to his father; but his countenance
exprefled chagrin and difcontent. . **Then go, my fon,” faid
Shaw Jehdn, ‘¢ but return not without vicory.to me. Misfor-
tune feems to darken the latter days of your father ;. add.not to
his grief by prelenting yourfelf before him in your diftrefs, left
he may be induced to fay, That prudence, as well as fortune,
were wanting to Dara.”. The prince had fearce parted with his

the rebels: from

father, when news arrived, of. the march of

the city of Ugein. Dara placed. himfelf immediately at. the head
of the army, which confifted of one hundred thoufand herfe, with

a thouland pieces of cannon,  He advanced haflily to the banks

of the river Chunbul, which is twenty miles from Agra.. A ridge
of mountains, which extend themfielves to Guzerat, advance into
the plain country, along the Chunbuls to within twenty-five miles
P e A =- i - Eleia =27 et - r o s e -t =

of the river Jumna; andthis pals Dara eccupied with firong lines,

ftrengthened by redoubts, wwhich were mounted with artillery.

Dara had not long remained behind his lines, when the princes,
on.the firft of June, appearcd on. the nppuiitu bank of the Chun-
buly and pitched their camp within fight of the Imperial army.
.e“_uru:u;;"fzi'hc reconnoitred. the fituation of the enemy; but he was
not to be forced. - His army confifted net of forty thoufand men ;-
and they were fatigued with the heat of the weatherand thelength
of their. march. . But there was no time to be loft.  Solimin, co-
vered ‘with laurels; was approaching faft with the flower of the
Imperial army, to fupport his father's caule.: No. hopes prefented

them{elves to Aurungziébe; and he became, of a fudden, fullen,

melancholy, and perplexed. To retreat was ruin : to advance de-
firnion, He was loft in fulpence. Mordd, with his ufual love

¥ oy
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ef arduous undertakings, was for forcing the linesy but a letter
from Shaifta, the fon of :’1[31:&1 Jﬁh, and who was third in com-
mand in the Imperial army, broke off that meafure, by prefenting
a bétter to the brothers. This treacherous lord informed Au-
rungzébe, that to attempt the lines would be folly, and that the
only means left him was to leave his camp flanding to amufe
Dara, and to march through the hills by a bye-road, which
wo chiefs, who were direfted to attend him in the evening,
would point out. The princes clofed with the propofal. The
guides joined them in the evening, and they decamped with the
greateft filence, leaving their tents, baggage, and artillery under a
firong guard, who were to amufe the enemy. The army moved
about thirty miles that night; and the next day they were dilco~

vered by the fcouts of Dara, in full march toward Agra.

Dara decamped from his lines with precipitation, leaving the
greater part of his cannon behind him. By a forced march he
puthed between the enemy and the capital ; and on the fourth of
June he prefented himf{elf before the rebels. On the morning of the
fifth, the prince ordered the army to be formed in order of battle,
Ruftum Chan, ah experienced general from Tartary, marfhalled
the field. The artillery was placed in the front, joined together
with chains to prevent the paflage of the cavalry of the enemy.
Behind the artillery ftood a number of camels, mounted with fmall
fwivels, which the riders of each camel, without lighting, could
charge and difcharge with eafe. In the rear were drawn up the
mufqueteers in three lines; and the two wings were formed of
the cavalry, armed with bows and arrows together with fabres

Omne third of the cavalry formed the referve behind the lines.
Dara placed himfelf in the center, mounted on a lofty elephant,
from which he could command a view of the ficld. The treache~
rous Shaifta took the command of the rightwing; and that of the
Vor, III. Ik lefi
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195%+ left was deftined by Dara for Ruflum,  That officer, who was dce
e knowleged the moft experienced commander in Hindoftan, ‘was
actually at-the head of the army. He bore the commiffion of cap-
tain-general, and all orders were iffued by him. He reprefented
to Dara, before the altion commenced, that he'intended to place-
himfelf at the head of the referve in the rear, where he might di-
rect the movements of the field, and iflue out his orders as the cir-
cumflances of affairs might require,.  “ My poft,” faid Dara, % is
in the front of battle; and I expe@ that all my friends fhall par-
take of my danger, if they wifh to’ fhare the gloty which I hope
to obtain.” The generous and intrepid fpirit of Ruftum was of-
fended at this refle@tion. He anfwered with a fiern countenance
and a determined tone of woice, * The front of battle has been
always my poft, though I never contended foran empire;- and if

)

I withed to chanee it to-day, it was from an anxiety for the for-
une of Dara.” The prince was fbruck: with the impropriety of
his own condué.  He endeavouredto perfuade Ruftum to remain
!Hh'.sl'-r at the head of the referve; but he went beyond hearing, ‘and
n i Tape ey o il £ s Joft woine

}ﬂm&l 1 . placed himfelf in the front of the left wing,

i ;‘h' . | _”"'L?_E-llij';~ Aurungzebe, on.the other hand, having marflialled his army in-
LN IS (AP . to order, of battle, requefied of. Morid to take the command of the
'“4'%-&‘% : ) center. e committed the left wing ito his fon Mahommed, and
' ﬂ ! he placed himfelf on the right.. Mordd was aftonifhed, and pleafed

{1t - at the eafe with which Aurungzébe affigned to him the poft-of ho-

nour. But the crafty prince had two reafons for his conduds
i Morad was haughty, he had affumed the Imperial titles, and
though, out.of a pretended complaifance to his father, he had laid
them' down, he looked forward ‘with undeviating ardour to the

W throne. It was not the bufinefs of Aurungzébe to offend him at

this critical junure, But his other reafon was equally prudent:
Ruftum commanded the left wing of the enemy; and he was the
moft
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3

moft renowned general of the times,  He had pafied miny v

in the fervice of the Tartars and Perfians, being bred up fo the —

the field from his youth, in which he had always eminentlv

tinguifhed himfelf. He had been prefent in one hundred seneral
actions; he was habituated to danger; and perfe@ mafler of his

11D

| ‘own mind in the moft defperate fituations, Aurunczébe theros

fore could not truft the experience of Ruftum, againft the con-
duct of any but his own.

Both lines began now to mové from wing to wiig ; and the ar

1€ AT= The bartl

tillery opened on both fides. Ruftum advanced, on the left, with HERIA

a hafty pace, direfting the march of his troops by the motion of
his fword.. Aurungzébe ordered a part of his artillery to peint
toward Ruftum ; and that general received a cannon-ball in'his
breaft, when he had advanced within five vards of the enemy.
Theiwhole wing ftopt at the fall of Ruftam : but Sitterfal, one of
the chiefsi of the Rajaputs, at the head of five thoufand horfe, fell
iny. {fword.in band, with Aurungzébe. Shaw Mahommied,  who
commanded under the prince, oppofed the Rajaputs’ with great
bravery. A fharpconfli&t enfued; and the Rajaputs began- to filé
offy, when- their leader engaged perfonally with' Shaw Mahom-
med.. The Rajaputs firove' to' cover their chief, but'in vainy he
was cut down by the fabre of Mahommed. The whole wing fell”
into diforder, but.did notfly;; and a:promifcuous flaughter covei=
ed the field. with.dead.

Dara, mounted on hiselephant; in'‘the mean time' advanced with .
the center. He was obferved by hisarmy to look over all the lirey ™
and they gathered courage from his intrepid demeanor. A part of
the enemy’s. artillery, wad dppofed to the very point where D4
advanced, | A-heavy.fire was. kept up, and® his fquadron fell int
a kind of diforder; but when he waved his:hand for them to ad
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s—~— Before he could ‘come to blows with the enemy, a fecond volley

vance,- they refumed their ranks, and followed him with drdour.

occafioned: a {econd diforder. He however {tood up on his ele-
phant, and, without any change! iz his countenance)  called out
with a loud voice to advance with fpeed. - He himfelf;iin-the mean
time, fell in with the firt line of Morid. A He rufhed through with
his elephant, and opened a way for his horfe, ~who, prefling into

the heart of the enemy, commenced a great [laughter.

i i3
II: LR :{ ! | I‘:T“:JS The whole center under® Morid was broken, and the prince

Hl H{.q[iﬁ[mh x himfelf was covered with ‘wounds. He endeavoured to lead his
L e e troops again to the charge ; but they were'deaf to his' commands.
|l Ll Ri i Herordered his' elephant to be ‘driven among ‘the thickeft of the

enemy ; being determined to fall with his fortune; ‘or, by a brave

example, to re-animate his flying troops with hopes of recovering

_ the day. His boldnefs was attended 'with fuccefs. His fquadron
iy j}”!. ' {eeing the enemy furrounding Eiacir Prif]ﬁcj were athamed of their H
em :g"' gl | terror, ‘and’ poured ‘arcund ‘him. " Arib ‘Dafs, an Indian chief,
| ' " | thrice ftrove to reach Moriad with his {word ; but he did'not fucceed,
.:FI;!_ 1‘}. | “".'mi;r_n_ on account of the height of the elephant. e, however, cut the pil-
T LR lars which fupported the roof of the: Amari or' caftle, which falling |
PO A Il ' upon the princey incumbered him in fuch a manner, that he could
‘% ‘E .P:' i not defend humfelf.  He however difengaged himfelf, and dealt
fi\ gﬁ death with hisarrows on every fide. In the mecan time Mahom-
| ’[ b med, the fon of Aurungzébe, was fent by his father’s orders from
! 1, the left to theafliftance of Morid. He came up when the prince
| §] l AL e was:in the greateft danger. Frefh {pirit was given to'the ‘troope
1 b JH I N of Morad; and, Dara received a check.

| TER' I
| L | R
L o R g
Bt T Y = Dara, by an The battle now raged with redoubled fury. ‘The elephant of
i: ﬂ-‘;ul' '.l 1’? l!;'ii]t[{'!‘l.t PI.JI- T, i d s : )
Jis "ERR! orad, rendered outrageous by wounds, ruthed forward through
L LB the columns of the enemy, Mahommed, afhamed of being left  ~

behind,
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behind, dollowed him with ‘great ardour. ' Dara’'did not retréat.
He gravie his orders with apparent compofure. - But a cannon-ball
having'taken off the head of his fofter-brother, who fat'with him
on the elephant, he was almoft blinded with the blood. A rocket,
at the fame time, pafling by his ear, finged his turban; a fecond
followed, and'having fluck in the front of the Amari, burft, and
broke it all to pieces. ' His-colour was feen then to change. The
lord who drove the élephant obferved an alteration in the prince;
and, whether through perfonal fear, or for the fafety of his maf~
ter; is uncertain, retreated a few paces.. Dara reprimanded him
with feverity;  but the mifchief was already done. His fquadrons
faw the retreatiof the prince; and their {pirit flagged. He how-
ever ordered the duiver to turn his elephant toward the enemy,

i

but that lord reprefented to lum, that now, being marked out by
the rebels, it were beter for him-te mount his horfe, and purfue
the. fugitives; for thatinow very few remained’ on the field. = He
alighted ; but there awas. no: horfe: to, be found. . He fought for
{fome time ondoot. - Atlength he mounted, a thorle whofe rider

had been killed.

Almoft thewhole of hoth armieshad now left the field. Notathou-
fand men remained with Daray and {carce one hundred horle with
Aurnungzébe and Mordd. The latter however fought with increafing:
ardour. - His young fon; of about eight years of age, fat with him
upon the elephant., Him he covered with his fhield, andidealt his
arrows around on the enemy. Aurungzibe, havinginvain en-
deavoured to rally his flying {quadrons, advanced with fifty horfe-
men to the afliftance of Morad, hopmg more for an honourable
death than for a viGtory. It was at the very inftant that he came
to blows with the Imperialifts, that the unfortunate Dara difinount-
ed from his elephant. | The fquadrons who had flill adhetedto
that prince, {ecing the clephant retreating with, the Imperial ftand-

ard.
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ard, thought that Dara had been killed. - The caufe for which thes

fought, in their opinion, no longer exifted. They betook them-
felves to flight ;- and when Dara had mounted his horfe, he found
the field bare of all his troops. He fled with precipitation, and
the rebel princes found themfelves at the head of only two hun-~

dred horfemen, in pofleflion of an unexpeited viory.

This battle, -in which many thoufands wete flain on both fides,
was loft to Dara by an accident; though that prince was guilty of
previous follies, which made. men forbode no good to his arms.
Had he fat on his elephant a few minutes longer, the princes his
brothers would have been involved in thofe irretrievable misfor=
tunes which now furrounded him. But his evil ftars prevailed.
He who never received counlel before, was ruined by hearkening
to advice ; and Aurungzcbe, who had placed his hopes on art and
intrigue, owed, at laft; his fuccefs to his valour. Dara, like a def=
perate gambler, threw all upon throw; and when Fortune fa:
voured him, in that, he turned. the dye for his foes. Had he
permitted Shaw Jehin to have taken the field, his brothers would
fcarce have dared to negociate for their lives; had he waited
for his gallant {on, it would not have been a conteft but a flight.
But ambition had dazzled the eyes.of Dara, and he-could not:
fee things. in. their proper light. Had the emperor appeared at
the head of his forces, his power would be at an end. Had So-
limdn, arrived freth from the conquell, ofi Suja, theglory of viGtory
would have refted upon._ that prince.. Dara, uafortunately. for
himfelf, was, from his love. of powery, afraid of his fathers. and,

from the delire of fame, enwous of the renown of his fon,
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