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/ [i \HE demifive IJHL.L, which quathed for ever the hopes of
Dara, and pave the crown of Hindoftan to ﬂt]luufr_{:,dc
was fought within fixteen :111':1:3 of Agra. The victor, aftonifhed

at'a -'-'u'-'.: e of good i"::':';-.:t‘.a" vhich he did not ex pecty purlued not
his enemies beyond the field. The fugitives on both fides had
rallied, in the rear‘of the fmall partics who continued the aétion,
and prefented a fhew of firmnefs, without any inelination of
renewing the combat.. To an unconcerned fpe@ator it would
have been difficult to determine which party had prevailed. The
ilight on each {ide was equal; and the field was left, by both
armies, to the dead. But Dara was conquered in his own mind :
he pafled fuddenly through the half-formed lines of his rallied
army, and men, who wanted but an exeufe for flight, relinquilhed
their ground with precipitation, Aurungzébe was firft convinced
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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

of ‘his victory by its confequences ; but whether from policy or
fear is uncertain, he forbore to advance towards Agra. He gave
time to his troops to recover from their terror; as well as room
to his'enemies to increafe their panic: befides, the affairs of his
rival were not defperate. Should the emperor take the field in
perfon, the rebel princes, notwithftanding the advantages which
they had obtained, would have vanifhed from his prefence. But
his diftemper had not left Shaw Jehdn, and he was incumbered

with the indolence of age.

The emperor had fat all day, in anxious expefation, in the
tower over that gate of the citadel which looked toward the field
of battle. Parties of fugitives had often alarmed his fears; but
the exprefles from Dara, during the time' of adlion, had as often
reftored his hopes. The prince at length came to the foot of the
wall, with marks of his own defeat. To mention the refult
of the battle was fuperfluous; his appearance betrayed mis-
fortune. % The rebels, I perceive, have prevailed,” faid Shaw
Jehin with'a figh 5« but Dara Shekd mult have had fome other

aufe than fear for his flight.”’—¢ Yes,” replied the prince,
¢ there is'a caufe. The traitor Shaifta Chan! T have lolt the
empire, but let him not efcape unpunifhed.” The emperor bent
his eyes to the ground, and for fome time uttered not oné word ;
at length fuddenly ftarting up, he faid, * What means Dara to
do #”—¢ To defend thefe walls,” replied the prince. “ You de-
ceive vourfelf,” faid Shaw Jehan ; “ walls are no defence to thofe
who have failed in the field.” Having exprefled himfelf in
thefe words, he ordered the byeftanders to remove. He then
advifed Dara to {et out immediately for Delhi. He told him, That
the governor of that city thould have orders to fupply him with all
the public money in his poffeflion ; and that an exprefs fhould be
immediately difpatched to his fon Soliman, to march along the
northern
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northern:banks of the Ganges, and to join him in the province of

Dofb, which lies between that river and the Jumna,

Dara, approving of this advice, retired to his own palace, and
made preparations for his immediate flight. .« He loaded all his
elephants and chariots with his women and flaves ; and for want
of beafts of burden, He imprudeéntly lefv -his treafure behind.
About ' midnight, the unfortunate prince iffued out of Agra,
mounted on  horfeback; accompanied by a few menial fervants.
One of the pikemen who atténded him, had the infolence to ride
clof¢ by thisfide, dnd to murmur in his' ears concerning the lofs
which : he  himfelf' fuftained by fuch an abrupt'departure. Dara
was enraged at this fudden mark of his ‘own fallen condition.
¢ Slave!™ faid he, * murmur not at your fate. . Behold me, who

A

but yefterday, commanded armies, reduced thus low, and forget

your wown trivial misfortunes. Behold me; who am called ! great

as Darius,” alluding to his own name, * obliged to flyiby
night, .and be {ilent concerning your fate.”) The pikéman was
firuck by the reproof.’ He fhrunk backy and the other fervants
wept., - One of them was fo much enraged:that: he prepared to
chaftife the f{lave ; but Dara interpofling {aid, * Forbear! the
friends of the unfortunate have a right to complain ' in  their, pre-

fence.”

Dara proceeded through night; and decerved 'his misfortunes
by repeating fome of the ¢legies of Hafiz,"a famous poet of Shi-
raz, " 'When' he Had tode two miles from' Agra, he heard the noife
of ‘horfemen’ approaching from behind. -“Héflood and drew his
{fwordy but they were'two privatefoldiersywho; having perceived
the prince pafling through the pate of ‘the city,” took ‘a refolution
to join him. “They told'their bulinefs; and Dara wis prevented
rom thanking thém! by hi§ ‘tears.  “He had'not ddvanédd many

¥ot, 111,
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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN,

miless when an offieer; with forty troopers joined him; and by
the: dawn . of 'the morning; feveral men of diftin&ion came up
with him, with thyee hundred horfe. With this retinue he con=
tinued his rout to Delthi j and arrived in‘that city on the third day
after his departure from Agra.

The emperor, anxious about Dara, fent to his palace foon after
his departure. He underftood that, in' the confufion, he had
negledied to carry along with him his treafure. He immediately
ordered fhifty-feven mules to/'be' loaded' with gold coiny and to be
fent to his fon under the prote&ion of a ‘detachment of the
guards. But a tribe of Hindoos, who have fince made 'a figure
under the name of Jates, having intelligence of this treafure, 'de-
feated the party, and feized the money. ‘This was a dreadful
blow to Dara. Thirty lacks of the public money were only
“found in the pofleffion of the governor of Delhi; and the mer-
chants and bankers would fubferibe to no loan, in the prefent
untoward pofture of the ptince’s affairs. *The threats of military
execution at laft enabled him to raife confiderable {ums, for which
he pave orders on the Imperial treafury. - Soldiers flocked round
his ftandard’; and he had, ‘in a few days, the appearance of an
army.

Aurungzébe, who flill remained encamped near the field of
battle, was informed of every tranfaftion in Agra by his f{pies.
The ‘greateft’ lords, who'looked upon him as the heir if not the
aétual pofleflor of the empire, endeavoured to gain his favour by
giving him intelligence. He found that all the hopes of Dara
depended upon the army under the command of his fon; and
he refolved to gain it over to his own views. He fent letters to
the Raja Joy Singh, he wrote to Debere' Chan, who were next
in.¢ommand to Solimin Shekd. He exaggerated, if poflible, the

3 hopelefs
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hopelefs condition of Daras-he informed them; that the army of
that prince had joined. his flandard, that he himfelf had fled un-
attended - to. Delhi, that he eould not efcape; as orders had ben
diftributed through all the provinces to feize him, as a public
enemy.  “ Shaw Jehdn,” continued Aurungzébe, * is rendered
unfit for government by age and infirmities. Your hopes, and
even your fafety muft depend upon me; and as you value both,
feize Solimin, and fend him to. my camp.”

Joy Singh, whe received the firlt letters from Aurungzébe; was
perplexed..  His fears flood againit his adherence to Solimén ; his
honour rendered him  averfe to fide with Aurungzébe. He went
to the tent of Debere ;. and that lord placed the letters: which
he alfo had received, in his hands: To {eize the prince was a
meafure, of peril, from his known valour; to attempt to feduge
the army, whilft he remain¢d at its head; dangerous.  They fol~
lowed the middle courfe as the f{afeft, When the news of the
defeat of Dara  arrived at the camp, -about. a day’s. march
beyond Allahabid, the prince . called ja council' of war. He
propoled to march firaight to, Delhi; they; diffented, and plainly
told him, that they yould not ftir from the camp till more. certain
advices arrived. The prince, anxious to join his father,, was
diftrefled beyond meafure. He endeavoured to perfuade thems
but their meafures; had been taken. He applied.to the army;
they too were, traitors, and difobeyed. Tnftead of being able to
aflift Dara, he became afraid of 'his own/fafety.  He sefolved to
leave a, camp where he had; no authority. || He; hiowever; al-
tered ‘his opinion, and rémained; but the:principal officérs, with
their retinues, leftthe'camp.

Shaifta Chan; who had commanded the right wing (of : Dara®s
ermy in the Iate battley betrayed his® truft, and retidated without

Liz coming
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cramin;: to blows with' the rebels, - Heio veturned to Agraiandia
mellage was {fenb-him by the emperor, commanding him t6 appear
in the prefence..  Hig friends radvifed -him: noti 1o/ obey ; ‘but his
confidence was equal to his want of faith.  He trufted in his own
power; he was encouraged by the vicinity of 'the viGtorious
princes. He: wentyand: flood undaunted in’ the prefence.’ The
empéror, offended: before at his treachery,| was ‘enraged at hig
impudence.  * You villain;?!{aid hey #yow fon of a villain; how
could you prefume to betray my fon' and me?" Shaiita took fire
at ‘the reproach. *¢The namey” the replied; *1 confels; isnot
unfuitable 'to Afiph:Jah; he rinvefted Shaw Jehfin “with power,
The em-

peror: ftarted from ' his throne, and drew his fword:. He looked

by delivering the heir of the crown 1into his:hands”’

furionily ‘around on the noblesyand eried; ¢ Will none of you feize
the' traitor ??’ All were filent; the emperor repeated “the fame
words.  Fowldd Chan ftept forth, ‘threw: Shaifta-to the ground,
and binding ]'I!I'- hands behind him, afked ‘the further pleafure of
Shaw Jehdn.
perial baftion.”

¢ Throw: him headlong|" faid he, ¢ from'the Im-
When ' they were ‘dragging him to executiomn,
Shaifla cried. out to'theremperor, “ Shall 'you, *who are the vice-
zerent of God, break his laws, by fhedding blood on the feventh
day of ‘the holy month of ‘Ramzin 1 Shaw Jehin hung down
his head for a'moment; and then" ordered him to be kept bound
till the next day.

The friends of Shaifta werey it the mean time, apprifed of his
danger. They gathered from all quarters, and colle€ted near ten
thoufand men, who cameto. the gate of the citadel, and perempto-
rily ‘demanded him from the emperor. Shaw- Jehan' continued
obftinate 'during the night. © In the morning, the force of the
vebels had increafedy and he perceived that they were refolved to
come to extremities.. He fent for the prifoner;  and obliged him
1o
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to write an: order for them to difperfe.! They faw through this
[ 3 5
piece of policy.  They refufed | to obey the ¢cominands of a 'man
fubjedt 1o another’s power. Séaling ladders were a€tually applied
to the wallss and the emperor’ was obliged to' comply ‘with' 'the
] L =] | i

demands of the infurgents, and to reftore Shaifta to his freedom.

On the ninth- of June; the confederate princes appeared  with
their army ‘before the capital. The city was in no condition to
fuftain a fiege; and thé gates were left open. = Aurungztbe, de-
clining toventer  Agra, pitched) histent in‘a garden without the
walls. 1 His fchemes were not yetsriper for execution ; and he
affumed an appearance of smoderation. © Morad lay ill. of his
wounds§ andy beingiunable' to attend to bufinels; a fair field . was
brothery “The emperor, 'when the wan of the rebels

left for tis
appeared in! fight; ordered ‘the gates of the citadel, which was a
place-of igreatifirengthy: 'to be thut.' This: refolution alarmed
Aurungzébe. - "To-attack his father would be a meafure of great
imprudences ' His (health (being re-eftablithed, his, fubjeds fHll
looked up to him as: theironly lawful: foveréign. . Aurungzibe,
therefores refolved to fubflitute art in: the place of force,

When hearrived at:the gate of  the city he fent a trufty mel-
{fenger: to, his father;  JHe ordered him to touch the ground in his
niame, before the emperor; and to fignify to him, that Aurung-
2¢be ftill retained for him the affellion of a fon, and the loyalty of
a fubjedt s, that his grief. for what had happened was exceedingly
great; that he lamented the ambition apd evil defigns. of Dara,
who had forced him to extremities; that he rejoiced extremely at

the emperor s recovery from his indilpofition ; and that he himfelf

remained 'without the city, in -humble expe@ation iof his icom-
mands. - Shaw Jehin being no ftranger toithe dark, crafty, and

intriguing difpofition of Aurungzébe, received his meflenger with

affected.
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58, affected joy. He had long difovered his paflion for reigning ;

. '“Hj || ———— and he refolved to meet deceit with duplicity, He, however, was

i‘ili 'itt”hi“j ' not a match in art for his fon; and by endeavouring to intrap
“ fi ﬂ \@’ oA | Aurungzébe, he himfelf fell at laft into the Inare.

iy g The con- Shaw Jehdn, to expifcate the real defigns of his rebellious {ons,

i 117 ’ iit SR {ent his eldeft daughter Jehandra to vifit them, upon their afrival at

1T I||§:. the gates of Agra. Aurungzébe having owned the fuperiority

it g o of Mordd, the princels went firflt to his tent, Morid was of a

difpofition that could neither conceal his hatred nor his love,
He knew that Jehanara was inviolably attached to the interefts of
his elder brother; and being at the fame time fretful through the
pain of his wounds, he treated her with difrefpect, and even ufed
harfh expreflions. ~Thehaughty {pirit of Jehandra was impatient
of infult, She called for her chair in her rage, and told him,
that his brutality: was equal to his crimes. The behaviour of

(LT : Mordd to his fifter was inftantly carried to Aurungzébe, by his

Igl L0 \ fpies. He ran out of his tent, and ftopt her chair. * Will
i -*Iﬂ::mfj' my fifter,” he faid, * leave the camp without enquiring concern=
; l:;:"ll W ing my health? My long abfence, Jehandra, has, I fear, blotted
]

1441 gl me out of the memory of my relations. Should -you not deign

{/|
::ﬁrim ; i;l | yourfelf to honour me with your prefence, it would have been
oill kind to have fent to me one of your meaneft {laves, to give me I

Hoi® i Igh.' fome accounts of my father.,” Having flattered her pride with

S fuch expreffions as thefe, he prevailed upon her to enter his tent,
II [ ii .l R where fhe was treated with the higheft refpe and diftintion.
| .

oA et i oy W16 o D di i
l i, 140 of the prin- To gain the confidence of Jehandra, ke pretended the greateft
(1% '.| !“..r';'t.:; s ccle Jehandia o morfe for his own behaviour. He told her, that ]155 !1app111cf5
I'hi"} h‘#ﬁw in life depended upon his father’s forgivenefs of ‘his errors.
Tl | « But why did I call them errors, Jehandrar” faid he, * they
i 'f—*ﬂ'“m,"" Lk are crimes; though I might plead as an excufe, thatI was de-

ceived
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ceived by defigning men ; but my folly in believing them, has A0 1088
thrown difcredit on my underftanding, in my own eyes.” ' His «— —
afleverations were accompanied with tears ; and the princels was

deceived. “ I am no ftranger,” fhe replied, * to the fentiments

of the emperor, on a fubject which has caufed fo much of his

forrow. FHe is molt offended at Mordd, who has added the name

of Sovereign to his other crimes. He confiders Aurungzébe as

only mifled by mifreprefentation ; Morad as an obftinate and de-

termined rebel, Defert him, therefore, and you may not only

depend upon forgivenefs, but upon all the favour an indulgent

parent can beftow on a fon whom he loves.”

Aurungz€be’s countenance appeared lightened up with joy, dur= and Aurung-
ing the time which {he employed in fpeaking, But an affeted **
darknefs returned 'u'['.u:m his features when fhe mentioned Mordd.

“ Dara’s party, he then began, “ s ruined; and Fortune has

added to the' friends of Mordd: The firlt is unpopular, on
account of his paflionate feverity among the nobility; the latter
beloved, for the open honefty of his difpofition.and his unequalled
valour. As for me," continued Aurungzebe, * T am what T feem,
a man devoted to the {ervice of God ; a charater little calculated
to gain the favour of men. "But fhould Dara appear to have
friends to fupport my cndeavours to regain the efteem of my
f:tth-cr,dl venture to aflure Jehandra, that I will fucceed or perith
in the attempt.” He fpoke thele words with fuch an appearance
of emphatic fincerity, that the princefs was overjoyed.  Im the
opennels of her heart, the informed him of all the refources of
her brother Dara; and {he mentioned the names of his principal

friends. Many who pretended to be in the intereft of Aurungzébe

were of the number ; though they had yielded for the prefent to the
o

ut any perfonal affe€tion for'Dara, they

bias of fortume. Witho
affected his caufe from a principle of juftice, %1 am' rejoiced,

[ehanara,
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Tehandra.” fajd Ayrunezébe, ¢ at the difcovery:you have made.

™T .. | . | i’ - 1 ™ s F gl

No doubts now remain to perplex my mind. Go to my father,

and tell him. that in two days he fhall {fee Aurungzébe at his
3 4 (]

 } ]

feet.

Shaw Jehdn, upon this occafion, forgot the natural cautioufnefs
of his character. He looked upon his fchemes as completed ; and
thought he faw Aurungztbe already fubmitting to his clemency.
In the fulnefs of his heart he fat down and wrote a letter to Dara.,

Te acquainted the prince, that the bad alpe&t of his fortune began
to change. “ Aurungzcbe,” faid he, * is difgufted with the in-
folence of Mordd. He is to abandon that haughty young man,
and to throw himfelf at my feet. A, foolith -and, inexperienced
boy, who owed - all his fuccels-to the abilities of his- brother, muft
{foon fall when deprived of his fupport. But we are not to de-
pend upon the contrition_of Aurungzébe, When he fhall enter
the citadel, his perfon will be feized.  Hold yourfelf, therefore,
sn readinels to march with all expedition to Agra. Two days
more fhall carry to you accounts of the full completion of our
n_h_-j';f,_;n:c.” The emperor placed his letter 1in the hands of Nahir-
dil, one of his trufty flaves. He ordered him to fet out for

Delhi at midnight, with all expedition,

The impatience of the emperor proved fatal to his {chemes.
Shaifta Chan had his {pies in the prefence; and one of them in-
formed him, that a letter had been written, and given in charge
to Nahirdil, Hefulfpe@ed that it was intended for Dara; and he
occupied the road toward Delhi with fome faithful friends.
Nahirdil had fearce iflued out of the, gate of the city, when fome

horfemen furrounded and feized him. He was brought to

Shaifta, who perufed the letter. Elevated with the difcovery, he
smmediately went to the palace of Aurungzcbe; for that prince
had
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had now taken up his refidence in the city. The flave was con~ A« D. 1658, T
= { ? Hig. 10068, vl
fined with the greateft fecrecy. The prince read the letter with= | ‘s "
out emotion, He bad always doubted the emperor's fincerity, | -'
when he promifed his forgivenels to a fon who had ruined his ‘
. . 5 - # - a L
armies in two battles. He, however, profecuted his plan of deceit
{

with indefatigable perfeverance. To befiege his father in the |
citadel would be an unpopular, if not a dangerous meafure. The
reverence which the army ftill had for their aged fovereign, would

prevent them from drawing their {words againft him. But the

citadel muft be poflefled, and the perfon of the father muft be
placed in the hands of his ambitious fon; otherwile he may give | 4
his hopes to the wind.

On the fifteenth of June, Aurungztbe was to have performed’ Aurung-

his promife of viliting his father in the citadel. The emperor, [:“H -J;
full of anxiety, looked forward to the appointed hour, in which _

he faw a period to his misfortunes. A letter from his fon was | };
delivered into his hands, when he expetted him in perfon. He
told his father, that his crimes were of fo deep a dye, that
le could not diveft himlfelf of fear that the injured emperor would
not forgive him. * However much defirous I am of being re-
ceived into favour, I cannot rifque my perfonal fafety in the - , ‘i

prefence. The guilty are always timid. Permit me, therefore, i e
to receive the moft convincing proofs of my fovereign's forgive- m}ﬁ%a
nefs; and let my fon, Mahommed, who reveres the perfon and ot

authority of his grandfather, be admitted into the citadel with a
guard for the protetion of my perfon.” Shaw Jchin, anxious
for the execution of his own project, found, that without conféent-
ing to thefe propofals, it muft be entirely fruflirated. He there-
fore returned for anfwer, that Mahommed, with a certain nums- bl

8
3 = |||'
yer of men, might come., |“ﬁ-- "

Vor. III. Kk Mahommed
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Tahommed aécordingly, having received the proper infirultions
from his' fathiéry entéred the ¢itadel, and difpofed his''partyin
differént places. ' The emperor, in'tlie mean time, had concealed ‘a

body of men in a court adjoining to' the haram. "The prince

roaming about, lightéd on thefe -men.  He' complained 'to 'the
emperor of an intention againft’ his' father’s perloni’y he there-
fore plainly told him, that 1]l thele'men were réemoved, he would

fend a meflenger to- Aurungzebe to flop him from coming into
the citadel. Shaw  Jehin, whether he put fome confidence in the
promifes of his fon, or that 'he thought he could feize him by
means of the women and eunuchs of the feraglio, 18 uncértain’;
but he removed the foldiers out of the fort, as a proof’ of his
fincerity. It afterwards appeated, that ‘the emperor reited his
hopes on a number of robuft Tartar women in the haram, whom
Lie had armed with daggers; ‘and who, from-the "Ipirit 'of ‘their

country, were fit for an undertaking of boldnefs.

Mahommed, tontrary to his expectations, found his party fu-
perior within the citadel. He, however, concealed his intentions,
Every thing was f{ettled; and the emperor and his grandion
remained in filent expe&@ation.” WNews 'was at'laft brought, that
Aurungzébe had mounted his horfe; and that the proceflion of
his retinué was approaching. Shaw' Jehan was elevated with
Hopes; but the crafty prince, as if firuck with a fit of devotion,
ordered his cavalcade to change their ¢éurfe, and to miove to-
ward the tomb of Akbdr, where he intended to offer up Hhis
prayers to Heaven. When the emperor was informed of this
circumftance, hé ftarted up from his throné in great rage.  “ Ma-
hommed,” faid he to the prince, * what means Auruingzcbe by
this behaviour ! Ts he more anxious to appeale the {pirit of his
great anceftor for his crimes, than the offended majefty of his own
father " Mahommed calmly replied, * My father had never any
intention
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intention. to vifit the emperor.”” - ¢ What then brought Mahom=
med hither 1" retorted Shaw Jehan. ¢ To take charpe of the cita-
del,”. Mahommed coolly rejoined, The emperor finding himfelf
betrayed and outwitted by his grandfon, bore him down with a
torrent of opprobrious names. The prince, fecing his paffion
rifing beyond. the bounds, of reafon, retired from the prefence
with the ufual obeifance, and left his rage to fubfide at lei-
fure.

The emperor, after the heat of his paflion was over, began to
reflect upon his deplorable condition, = Fe accufed his own weak-
nefs more than his fortune ; and he was afhamed to have fallen
into a fnare which he himfelf had laid. Refentment and a defire
of immediate revenge prevailed over every other paflion of his
foul. He fept again for Mahommed. The prince came; and
found his grandfather with his hand upon the Coran, and his
eyes raifed to the Imperial crown, which was {ufpended over his
head, ¢ You fee, Mahommed,” he faid, * thefe facred objeés,
before an unfortunate old man.. I am overwhelmed with rage,
worn out with age and difeafe. It is in_your power, young man,
to make me, for, once, happy in my latter days. Releafe me from

prifon; and by thefe,”” pointing to the crown, and holding the

Coran in. his hand, ¢ I folemnly f{wear to make you emperor of

the Moguls.” = The prince was filent; but various paflions flew
alternately over his features. - “ And de you hefitate,” begun
Shaw Jehén, “ to do an ation, which will at once. gain you the
favour of Heaven and the empire of Hindoftan? Are you afraid,
that it fhall, be hereafter related to your difpraife, that you de-
livered an aged. grandfather from prifon and difgrace?”. The
prince hung, down his head for a moment; then {fuddenly flart-
ing,; rufhed out without uttering a word. :
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THE'HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN

It ig 'difficult to | determine what motive induced the prince. to
déeclide the' offer made to him by Shaw Jehdn. He was ambi-
tiouss nér was he remarkable for his hlial piety. He probably

doubted his grandfather’s fincerity; or he did not chufe to truft
Aurnngzébe, however, efcaped
nial of his Had the

emperor appeared in' public at'the head of his friends, Aurunpg-

to propofals impofed by necellity.

from imminent danger through the {elf-de {on.

ztbe would fhrink from before him; and the haughty Morad

fly. The nobles swho ladhered to ithe intereft of the
brothers, and even the common foldicrs had repeatedly declared,

would

that they would not draw their fwordd againft a prince under
whofe long and aufpicious government their country had fo much
flourithed. The firft repulie received from Mahommed, did not
He .fent to him a
He

and neither

induce the emperor to relinquith his deligns.
fecond time; but he refufed to come to. his. prefence.
had flill the keys of the citadel in his pofleflion;
Aurungzébe nor his fon chofe 1o ule force toobtain them from l
him. ~Two days pafled in'this fufpence. ' Shaw Jehin was obfli-
nate;; and Mahommed ftood on his guard within the walls.. The
firft, however, defpaired of gaining over the latter to his purpofe ;
and, inv the evening of the fecond day; he fent him the keys of the
fortrefs, and: defired him to acquaint his: father, that he might
now comejin full fecurity, to fee histimprifoned fovereign.
Auringzébe escufed himfelf in a letter.  He complained of
his father’s intentions againft 'him;, under the mafk of clemency
and friendfhip; that when he pretended to forgive one fon, he
aflifted another fon with money, to take away his life in war.
« If the emperor complains,” faid Aurungzébe, ¢ Dara is only to
blame. He owes his misfortunes to the ambition and evil defigns

of a fon unworthy of his favour. As for me,” continued the

prince; *“ no injuries can alter my affeGtions. Nature ‘makes me

wiih
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withiwellito my father ; and: Heaven has impofed my regard for
him upon me as a <duty. DBut though I love the: emperor,
T alfo love my life; and T am determined not to truft.it in the
hands of even a father, till the'influence’of ill-defigning perfons
has departed quite from hismind. Let him, in the mean while,
pafs his time!in'that ferene tranquillity which 1s fuitable to his
vears; andwhén I fhall have ‘difabled Dara from doing further
harm to the empire, I mylelf will come and epen the gates of the
This letter was only intended to deceive the people.

-
i

citadel”
It ‘'was publicly read'to the nobles; and it 1s even doubtful

whether'it'was fent atall to the emperor.

When thé prince Mahommed took pofleflion of the perfon of
the'emperor, with the citadel, his father, ‘as has been already
related, “was’ paying’ his devotions at the fhrine of the emperor
Albir, “When intelligence of his Ton’s' {uccefs was carried to him,
heimimediately waited “upon Mordd'in his ‘palace; and told him
all ‘the eircumftances of -the affair; That prince, who knew thathe
could have no hopes from his father, was much pleafed at hearing
of his'imprifonment. " Auringzéhe, in'the mean-time; faluted
him emperor, and! fuid’; ' © Morad had' before the name, but he now
My wiflies,” continued he, * are

1 ‘'have contributed to raife a

has the powér of ‘a'fovereign.

now completeély accomplithed.
prince, worthy of the throne of our anceltors, and I have but one
“favour to afk for all the fatipue which L haveé undergone.”
¢ Speak your wiflies,” faid Meorad, ¢“and they ‘fhall” be inftantly
granted.” * This world,” replied Aurungzébe, ‘¢ has already
overwhelmed me too much with its'cares.’” I'long to throw the
burden away; I am tired of the vain' buflle and’ pageantry of

life.  'Will, therefore, the emperor of the Moguls permit’ine to

make a pilgrimage to Mccca? will he give me {ome fmall ‘al-
lowance to enable me to pals my days in eafe, and 'in the exer-
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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.
:1.1i__: f ﬂh' r A. D. 1658,  cifeof prayer and conflant devotion 2" Morid, though fecretlyover=
'-'-_I“ ht _ ii e Rl joyed at his refolution, made ll}l‘:}.c {light mtcu?pls to (1II=I-L.JLLLIC' him.
| 1!hl+!!li".- Uit Aurungzebe was determined. "His brother yielded to his impor-
it L tunity;  and the crafty pringe prepared for a jonrney which he
“Wﬂ yle 1 : never intended to make.
{ i .I \
;J;M‘" Whilft this farce was acting at Agra, advices arrived that Dara
* had collected a confiderable force at Delhi. , Officers of diftin&ion
crowded to the prince every day from the diflant provinces.
Aurungzebe pretended to be alarmed.,  Headvifed his brother to
march in perfon to finith the war. That prince, who was fond
of action, prepared for the field ;. but he wanted money. . 'Theold
emperor had concealed part of the Imperial treafure ; , Aurungzébe
had fecreted the reft, The army of Mordd had, not been paid
i for two months, and they began to murmur. . The prince ealled
together all the bankers of Agra. . He offered to ;mortgage part
! of the revenue, for an immediate loan ; but they refuled to give
!"h' s l himcredit. He was enraged beyond meafure, and he prepared to
' Tm!&. ! ufe force; when his brother advifed him againft an a& of in-
;"m‘ f‘l;ll:-qé] i:-II juﬂi?c, and pr.mnifca‘l to diﬁ:hzn'gcﬁthc arrears due to the a_rmy ,Dm
|1 : i of his own private fortune.  Mordd acceded to the propofal, with-
! '-“? T Sl out obferving its fatal tendency. Aurungzéhe, by this expedient, J
1 i'\‘r _* e became at once popular in the army andin the city.
|
' LY b %i[ 0 :
diret VERER Ak Counterplot The defigns of Ayrungzébe were now too palpable not to be
"-*.'I:ii;- ; of Morid. perceived. The friends of Morad had long, feen through his
R L T deceit ; and the prince himfelf, though not fufpicious, was now
JL '!l: R E : convinced Lh-txt he covered ambition under the mafk of ﬁlllf]:it}r.
i .'I’"- b The preparations for Mecca had been converted into preparations
M .'h‘;l*f'- i for the field. He told his brother, that he ftill flood in need of his
! I"‘ w‘;'mp' advice.  Te marched in front from Agra, with a divifion of the
b}

:'I xnr"""‘y.

army; and Mordd, having created his uncle Shaifta, captain=
7 general
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al fc: ces, ]c'ﬁ that lord Tn the govérnment of
The' latter
at Vlttra, 1ecl_1wd intelligence, that Dara had taken the

ERLRTInY S
general ‘of the Imperia

Agrasand followed prince having ar=
rived
rout of Laliere.’ He ftopt, and waited for the arrival of his brother’;
who joined him the nextday, The latter had, onhis march; been
convinced by his friends, that his brother had defigns on his life;
and- felf-prefervation, as well as ambition, rendered it neceflary
blaw.

for him to prevent the falling

Thieday after Morad’s arrival at'the camp near Muttra, he invited

his brother to an enteftainment. '‘Aurungzébe, who never had fuf-
Morad, ‘accepted of. the
Nazir Shabis, high-flteward of

the heufehold; who was in the fecret, entered {uddenly, and whil-

pected ithe open‘temper’ of invitation.

When the brotheis fat at dinner,
pered in Mdrfi’s ear,'tHat néw was-the time to make a rent in a
could trace the
nylte-

affedted gdiety of his brother.

Aurungzébe, © whofe eye
of ‘the

rious whilpering, as well as at the

magnificent™ "drefs.

thoughts in' the features fade,was alarmed at ‘this

He remained “filenty ‘and Markd difpatched " Shabas, with o only

defiring him to wait the’ fignal. ~ Anrungzébe was now convinced

that there was! a'defign-againit his'life. ' He ¢omplained Tuddenly
of a vielent pain‘in his<bowels; and, riling under a’ pretence of
retiring, joined his gtdrds, and returmed to his own quarter of the

camp.

Mordd " afcribed -his brother’s departure to his illnefss and

entertained no idea that” he had the lealt fufpicion of his own

intentions.  In three days he recovered of the pretended

pain’ m his bowels.  He received his brother's congratulations

with every mark of efleem and affedtion: and the I].‘i:\' after, he

fome’ beautiful

Their pEr=

fent him an invitation to come to his tent, to fee
women, whom he had collected for his amuferment.

formances

| S |
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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

A, D. 1*- formancesin finging, in dancing, and in playing upon various ir
‘e flrumentsiof mufic, were, he faid, beyond any thing ever {een
in Hindeftan. He enlarged upon their grade, their beauty,
elegant fymmetry of their limabs.  The mind of Morad, who was
naturally a great lover of pleafure, was inflamed at the deferip-
tion ; and, contrary to the advice of all his friends, he went to
his brother’s quarter. On the arrival of the emperor, as Aurung-
z¢be affe€ted to call his brother, he was received by the young
ladies in an inner tent. They were handfome beyond defcription,
and the voluptuous prince was ftruck with a pleafing aftonifhment

at their charms.

girdideizad An elegant entertainment was in the mean time ferved up to
the {found of vocal and infirumental mufic. Mordd was elevated,
and called for wine of Shirdz. The ladies fat round him in a
circle, and Aurungzébe, throwing off his ufual aufterity, began to
partake of the wine. Morad in a fhort time became intoxicated,
and his brother, inftead of wine, impofed upon him bum-
pers of arrack. He at length fell alleep on a fopha, in the arms
of one of the ladies. Aurungzébe had, in the mean time, given
orders to fome of his officers, to entertain the lords who attended
Morad in the fame voluptuous manner. Even his body-guard
were intoxicated with wine; fo that the unfortunate prince was

left without defence.

T A b s Aurungzébe gave orders to Ziffer Jung and three other lords, to
TS | | %:be, enter the tent and to bind his brother. The lady retired upon their

| I*I ivf it f coming ; and they advanced to the fopha on which he lay.
i ” fm, 1 His {word and dagger had been already removed by the care of
;, | ‘-"‘ F Aurungzébe ; and they began foftly to bind his hands. Mordd
b t -i'.ﬂ'qm flarted up at this operation ; and began to deal around his blows.
]' . The Jords were terrified, and the prince began to call aloud

for




S EE A W J RS HA A N

for his fivord. Aurungzébe, who ftood at the door of the tent,
thruft his head from behind the curtain, and faid, with a
menacing voice, He has no choice but death or fubmiflion ;
difpatch him if he refifts.” Mordd, hearing the voice of his bro-
ther, began to upbraid him ; and fubmitted to his fate. Nazir
Shabas, his principal friend .and advifer, was at the fame inftant
{sized. He had been fitting under a canopy before the paymaf-
ter-general’s tent ; and ata fignal given, the ropes of the four poles
were at once cut ; and before he could extricate himlelf, he was
bound. The other lords who were attached to the prince, being
furrounded with armed men, weré brought before Aurungzcbe,
to whom they fwore allegiance. A murmur ran through the
but it was an ineffectual found : and the army, as if but

camp ;
half wakened from a dream, fell faft alleep again,

The night was not far advanced when Mordd was feized
and bound. Before day-light appeared, he and his favourite

were mounted on an elephant, in a covered amari or caitle,

and {ent off under an efcort to Agra, Fearing that fome attempts
might be made to refcue them, Aurungzébe ordered three other

elephants to be fent off before them, attended by guards.to elude

purfuers: The precaution was unneceflary. Mankind forfook
Mordd with his fortune. In ation, in the manly exercifes of the
field, he had many admirers; but the accomplifhments of his mind
acquired him but féw friends ; and even thofe whom he favoured
with his generofity, were difgufted at his haughtinefs. He
fell by attempting to be artful. . Had he followed, in his deligns

1g1mi’c his‘brother, the natural bias of his own intrepid mind,

he could not have failed ; but he met that crafty prince in his
own province of deceit, and he was foiled. This remarkable
tranfaction happened in the camp ncar Muttra, on the fixth of
July 1658.
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Though Shaifta, who was left in"the ‘government 'of Agra,
was fufficiently attached to the caufe of Aurungzébe, that
cautioys prince left his fon Mahommed in that capital, to watch
any unforefeen events that might arife. To the joint “care of
Mahommed and Shaifta the unfortunate Morid was committed ;
and his brother having no fears remaining in that quarter, mov=
ed his camp from Muttra, and arrived at Delhi on the twenty-
fixth of July. Though he had not afflumed the Imperial titles,
he created Omrahs in that’ city, the firft of whom was Ziffer
Jung, whom he dignified with the name of Chan' Jehdn. - Un-
der that lord he detached a 'divifion ‘of his army againft
Dara. ‘That princé,“upon the ‘news of the approach of 'Zif-
fer, decamped from  Sirhind, and took the rout ‘of Lahore. In
his march he laid under military execution all the Rajas and go=
vernors of diftricts who refufed to join. He raifed confiderable
fums in his way ; and having crofled the Suttuluz, ordered all the
boats on that river to be deftroyed.

Dara having advanced beyond the river Bea, took poffeffion of
Lahore. Giving his army time to breathe in that ecity, he em-
ployed himfelf in levying troops, and in colleéting' the Tmperial
revenue, Daood, the general of his forces, remained in the mean
time at the village of Tilbundi, with half the army, to guardthe
paflage of the river Bea. Aurungzébe, upon advice of the dif-
pofitions of Dara, reinforced the army of Zaffer with five thou-
{and horfe, under the conduét of Chillulla. - The war with Dara,.
from being protracted, became ferious, 'The minds of the people:
were divided, as long as two princes continued in the field. Au=
rungzébe, with his caution, was rapid in his defigns. He knew
how to ufe as well as how to gain a vidtory.. His fufpicious
temper faw peril riling from delay ; and therefore, notwithftand~
ing the folftitial rains were at their height, and the country de-
luged!
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luged with water, he prepared to move toward Lahore with all

his forces.

Apprehending that his not affluming the name of emperor,
would be confidered by mankind as a tacit acknowledgment
of the injuftice of his proceedings, he refolved to exalt the
Imperial umbrella over his head. His affected felf-denial upon
former occafions, ftood at prefent in the way of his deligns. THe
was athamed to take upon himfelf an honour which, from mo-
tives of religion, he had pretended before to reject. His moft
intimate friends knew, however, the {ecret thoughts of his mind.
They infinuated to the nobles, that Aurungzébe, from declining
{o long to afcend the throne, feemed to have flill an intention of
retiring from the world, that, in his zeal for religion, he might
be induced to leave his friends to the refentment of his enemies ;
that therefore it was the bufinefs of all to force upon him, in a
manner, a power neceflary to their own fafety. They waited
upon him in a body. He feemed difappointed, and even of=
fended at their propofal. At length he fuffered himfelf to be
perfuaded. ¢ You are,” faid he, * refolved to facrifice my love
of retirement to your own eafe, But be it fo; God will, per-
haps, give me that tranquillity upon the throne, which I hoped to
find in a cell; and if lefs of my time fhall be employed in
prayer, more of it will be fpent in good altions. I fhould only
have an inclination for virtuous deeds in my. retreat ; but, as
emperor of the Moguls, 1 fhall have the power of doing them.
Thele motives, and not the vain pomp of greatnels, induce me

to aflume the empire.”

On the fecond of Aupuft, in an aflembly of the nobility, he
mounted the throne, in the garden of Azabad near Delhi, No
pompous ceremonics were, uled upon the occafion; for he af-
Ll g felted
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A. D658, Felted to {’,g}'i::'_.-'-- magnificence. His finanees, at the fame time,

Hig. 1063 %

nm—s were low; and he prudently confidered that money, in the prefent
fituation of affairs, would be better beftowed upon an army, than

1 =11 s = sk Fa affiimed N Riz accellion

e 1dle pageaniry o Ca 1C auumed 101 115 acceilor

on the idle pageantry of flate. He aflumed upon his 1

to. the throne, the pompous title of ALLUM-GIRE, or THE

ol 1 - o A S R s St S L A R e M T
ConQUEROR OF THE WORLD; being then near the clofe of the

fortieth year of his age.

Refleftions The means taken by Aurungzébe to obtain the empire, were
fcarce more juftifiable, than thofe by which he fecured to himfelf
the undifturbed pofleflion of the throne. Religion, the conveni-
ent cloke of knavery in all countrics, was the chief engine of his
ambition ; and, in that refpect, he relied on the credulity of man-
kind, to a degree of unpardonable imprudence. His felf-denial
and moderate profeflions agreed o little with his a&ions, that

it 1s even athonifhing, how any perfon of common refleGtion could H
“'hlll.t]’ _ have been fm_' a mon-‘r:nt dn:cciw.:d.- But ilh.L' vulgar give 1mplicit

" L.h (ol faith to fan€lity in its moft queftionable form; and Morid, by
| . mu P.ﬂ.: whofe popularity and valour his brother overthrew the hopes of
'H’hf il i " I Dara, fufpected not a duplicity to which his own foul was a

THR.. LRt o firanger.  To deceive that prince, was to fecure the empire.
o AN ! A

| i

Bearing more the appearance of an hermit himfelf, than that of
a competitor for the throne, the army looked up to Morad; who
being addicted beyond meafure to pleafure, gave up the influence
as well as the labour of bufinefs to his brother, Aurungzébe, to
{upport his ambitious views, was obliged to have recourle toarts
which ftamp his charater-with meannels, whillt they prove the
abilities of his mind.

on the con- Mordd, with many commendable qualities, was alfo diftin-

dudt

guilhed by difgufling weaknefles. Inftead of that haughty pride

| -*l*'""'”‘ gl which recommends itfelf in its very abfurdities, he was puffed up
i i with
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with unmanly vanity. A ftranger to his own merit in thofe

things ‘in. which he excelled in the opinion of the world, he ar+
rogated to himiclf’ praife in provinces for which nature: had al-
togethier rendered him unfit.  ‘With an epen and gencrous difpo-
ition, he wilhed to be thought artful and {evere ; and blind to

1is abilities in the field, he endeavoured to carry the, palm in the

—

et, - To mention to him the defigns of his brother, was a

fatire upon_his penetration ;, to {fuggeht to -him caution, was, in
his eves, an accufation of his courage. He looked, not around
him into the conduét of others; and he abhorred every enquiry
into his own.  Under the fthadow of this carelels and arrogant
vanity in. Morad, his brother fabricated at. leifure his own de-
figns.. But his exceflive eagernefls to heighten the deceit, was the
means of its being difcovered.. Mordd himfelf faw through the veil
of flattery which. he had laid over his ambitious views ;. but
the vanity, which at firft induced him to give faith to. Aurung-
2ébe, made him afterwards defpife his infincerity.. He fell at

laft a victim to his own arrogant folly,

Auruyngzebe, however, owed not altogether his fuccels either
to his own hypocrify, or to. the weaknefs of his brother. Na-

turally averfe to pomp and magnificence, he aftected all his life

that humble deportment which brings the prince near to- the
people. - Without being virtuous from, principle, he was an: ene-

my to vice from conftitution,;, and he never did aniactiof injuftice,
till he afpired to the throne. _In his private charalter, he was an
i

ynate -parent, a. fincere

i e S My b b o oo
example of decency to others ; an afic

friend, a juflt mafter, Deftitute of that elegance of perfon, and

that winning behaviour which had rendered his brothers.the idols
of the people wherever they moved, he endeavoured to acquirea
degree of popularity by the aufterity of his manners.. Like the
reft of the family of Timur, he was bred up with very free. no--
tions

and rifs
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tions upon the fubje&tof religion; but various circumftances in-

——— duced him afterwards to aflume the appearance of a rigid devo-

of Aurung-
zebe;

tee. His brothers, by encouraging men of all religions, had of-
fended the followers of Mahommed. The pofterity of thofe Mo~
guls, who under Baber conquered India, and foldiers of fortune
from Tartary and Perfia, occupied the greateft number of the
places of profit and truft in the empire. Thefe could not fee,
without envy, men of different perfuafions from themfelves, ad-
mitted into the confidence of prinees who ftill profeffed the Ma-
hommedan faith, Though filent at court, they murmured in
fecret ; and lamented the declining ftate of a religion, under the
aufpices, of ' which they had extended their, government over
India, Aurungzébe, by his rigid adherence to the tencts incul-
cated in the Coran, gained the efteem of all thofe, awho, if the
expreflion may be ufed, were the chains which kept together the
nations of Hindoftan under the houfe of Timur, Butthe influ-
ence which Aurungzébe derived from' his devofion did not, for
many years, fuggeft an ambition te afpire to the empire, He
only hoped, that under the cloke of fanctity, he might pafs in
fafety his life under any of his brothers, whoin Fortane might
place on the throne.

That fpecious appearance, which the aGions of a man of
religion muft wear 'in the eyes of the world, facilitated: his
{chemes.  In his long march from the Decan, his troops -ob-
ferved a. moft jexad difcipline.. No ravages were committed 3 ho
mjuftice done.. . When he fat down with his army in a ficld. of
corn, he either paid the eftimated value to the owners, or gave a
receipt for it as a part of the revenue dite to the crown. 'I"]-mugh
I am forced,” faid he, *into a war by the machinatiors of Para,
I cannot confider myfelf as in an enemy’s country.” . When.the
people came to decide their differences before him, he remanded

2 them
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them to the officers of the empire.  * Fortune,” hé was heard to A: D.16s5. il
4 - : ; Hig, 1c68, LA
fay, ‘““miay change the prince, but the fundamental laws of ‘the ——0 W

: e - "
flate' muft not be changed. ' Should T fail in my prefent enter-

r

prize,” continued he'to'the petitioners, “ my judgment would not
avail you, nay, it would do you harm with the conquerors. But ! ||
if I fhall fuceeed in my undertakings, I promife to acquicfee in i
the ' determinations of the Imperial judges.” ‘Thefe ‘moderate
fentiments contributed to réconcile the minds of the'people to his
government j and even induced themto aferibe the moft wicked of l?r::ml .

kis actions to neceflity.

When' the ‘news of his'having ‘mounted “the throne arrived [pnelligence f
at“Agray ‘the governor filled every corner of ‘the'city with pub-
lic demonftrations of joy. The people were rather firtick with
furprize, than: moved  with' gladnefs. ' They, however, obferved
that cautious filence ‘which fuits the fubjecs of defpotifm. The
noife of ' theartillery on'the walls of the citadel; faluted the old
emperor’siearsy and rouzed him from the melancholy ‘into which
he had' been: plunged by his misfortunes. ' * Go, Jehanira,” he
faid, for his daughter was'the only perfon near him'; *““ go, and
earn the caule of this fudden mark of joy! 'But'why fhould il
we enquire I The gladnefs of thofe who furround us, muft:add to H
our grief. | Some new misfortune muft hiave fallen'on Dara 5 look i ' _
not abroad, left the firfk obje&t to’ firike your eyes, fhould be the Eﬁ%ﬂﬂ
head of a brother whom'you' tendeérly Ioved.” *Jehandra, burfting '
into téars, arofe: and, in'the paffage’ which'led 'to ‘the haram,
was met by the chief' eunuch, who was haftening to the ‘emperor i
with the news. !

The eyes of Shaw Jehdn flafficd with' rage. He rofe—he concering '
his acceflion: ¢
walked’ to and fro through the apartment, but he uttered not "% S '

ene word. His daughter fat at a diftance in tears ; he raifed his
EYCSy
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eyes, and looked ftedfaftly for fome time on thefigure of a crown
which hung fufpended from the ceiling over his head. He called
at length- the chief eunuch; ¢ Take,” faid he, * that bauble
away ; it mocks me with the memory of ‘my former condition.”
The tear ftood in his eye: ¢ Yet ftay thy hand,”” refumed the
emperor ; * this would be owning the right of Aurungzébe.” He
beckoned to the eunuch to retire : he flood involved in thought.
“ The new emperor, Jehandra,” faid Shaw Jehdn,  has prema=
turely mounted his/ throne. . He fhould have added the murder
of a father to the other crimes which have raifed him {o high.
But this perhaps is alfo art; he wants to deprive me, by mifre-
prefentation, of what remains of my fame, before he deprives'me

of life.”?

Whilft Shaw Jehin was making thefe melancholy refleCkions
on his own loft condition, a meflage was brought to him from
Mihommed, ‘the eldeft fon of Aurungzeébe; who had remained
at' Agra. " He begged leave to have permiflion to wait upon his
grandfather.” “The emperor, flarting from his reverie-at the name
of Mahommed, replied to the meflenger, ¢ If he comes as' an
enemy; I have'no power to prevent him’ if as a friend, I have

&

now no crown to beftow;” alluding to his offer to Mahommed,
when' that prince’ feized the citadel.  The meflenger told him,
That Mahommed wifhed only to be admitied to communicate to
the emperor the ‘réafons  which induced his father to) mount
the ‘throne. /' Fathers,” ' replied Shaw Jehdn, *¢ have been de=
throned by their fons'; but to infult the misfortunes of a parent,
was left for Aurungzébe.  What reafon but his ambition has the
rebel for afluming the empire? To liften to his excules, would be
6 acknowledge the juftice of “his condu&t, by fthewing, by my

weaknefs, that I could no longer wield the feepter which he has

A

{ftruck from my hand. Mahommed retired:

P
Though
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Though the power of Shaw Jehdn had, in'a great meafufe, ter-
minated with the ficknefs which rouzed his {fons to arms, his
reign may be faid to have continued till Aurungzébe mounted
the throne near Delhi. He held the fcepter of India thirty folar
years, five months and two days; and when he was dethroned,
he had arrived at the fixty-feventh year of his ape. The means
by which Shaw Jehin obtained the empire of the Moguls, were
not more juftifiable than thofe which he {o much blamed in- Au-
rungzébe. He rebelled againft his father, ‘and he permitted his
relations to be facrificed to his fears. 'When he had fecured to
himfelf the undifturbed poffeflion of the empire, he became an
excellent and a humane, as well as an able prince.  During his
long reign, we hear of no private affaffinations, no public execu-
tions, no arbitrary injuftice, no oppreflion. Rebellion, which gene-
rally rifes from tyranny, was unknown ; univerfal peace was efta-
blithed on the undeviating juftice and clemency of the emperor.
His government was vigorous without feverity, impartial, digni=
fied, 'and {udden-in its determinations. ' He' received complaints
with well-weighed catition's' and never pafled judgment till both
parties were heard. ‘His pervading ‘eye travelled to the moft
diftant corners’ of his empire. " He traced oppreflion to its
moft' feerct rétréats; and, ‘though a lover of money, no fum
could prote offeniders from hig juftice, © Theft and robbery were;
by his prudent’ reguhtmns, eradicated from his extenfiveé empire:
THe governors of the provincesweré direCted byan edic, to'pay out
of their private fortunes, the lofies of the fubjeét in that: way ;
which were afcerained ‘upon cathina court of jufticei.  The fén+
tencelof the judge was-a-warrant for: the money uponythe Su-
bas, which they were forced immediately to pay ; otherwife they
were, upon complaint to the emperar, turned out of their govern-
metits, and feverely fined.

You. I1I. Mm : Shaw

26¢"
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ﬁﬁ% :ff? Shaw Jehin was handfome in his perfon, active in all the man-

m ly exerciles, affable and agreeable in ﬁl-'.is converfation, He did
not, like his father, defcend too much from the dignity of a prince,
nor involve himfelf in an obfcure diftance and referve.  Warm 1o
his conftitutions he-loved the company, of women; though the
charms of the daughter of Afliphy the mother of almoft all his chil -

dren, kept pofleffion of his affectionsduring her hife. His learning

Bk
I} .‘I‘si !|| was fuch as was common among the princes of the 1‘1ULL1.C of
" Timur ; a thorough knowledge of the Arabian apd Perlian lan-
i, AR '15*I!!. j guages, the arts of writing and fpeaking with elegance and pro-
| | \ . . -
T | ;MEM‘!H“’F priety, the ftudy of hiftory, of the €oran, ef the laws and ca~
- L nons of his predeceflors, of the art of government, financiering,

and of the ancient ufages of the empire. . Though eclipfed by
the extraordinary abilitics of Mohibet in war, he was a good
general, and an excellent foldier.. His reputation was fo high,in
that refpec, that he not only kept his own dominions in peace
at home, but even made extenfive conquefts abroad.  Rapid. in

.,‘“"'ﬁ":. e all his meafures, he crufhed rebellion before, it delerved the name 3
| Wﬂ ' I--._'t for to filpediat in any man, was, with him to’ be prepared. A
f A |.."'“'—' i;m lover of pleafure, without being its flave, hie never neglected
L Sl i bufinefs for fenfuality ; and induftey, wealth'and commerce flou-
e il rifhed: under the cestain protection and wigilance of his govern-
| "q"*-,. |-h' - ment. « Had Me not fallen in fome meafure from the flate of: rea-
| o %,ﬁ fon and fesfibility, by the rage of that cruel diforder which he I
'I: ' inkerited : from- his father, he might have delcended from the
ik throne to his grave, and have crowned his latter days, with thag
1 i N :‘-| . luftre which had covered his reign. . But his mind was. weak,
| L WS b ened by difeafe; and his age was devoted to melancholy and
I .?I ;mF : mifery.
1l + e :
M!' s 'ﬂﬂw ot chara@er  Shaw Jehdn was, upon the whole, a great, and if we draw 2
'L o ?2}?”:” veil over his acceflion to the throne, a good prince. But we

muikE
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muft afcribe his cruelty in a great meafure to neceffity, and the *‘hi‘;- ILEF;
manners of his country. Ambition, among the princes of the Eaft, ‘st
13 joined with the ftronger paffion of fear. Self-prefervation
drives them on to defperate meafures; fubmiffion will not avail,
and they muft owe their lives to their valour. The throne itfelf
is no fecurity to the reigning prince, in a country where the fue-
ceflion is not fixed by acknowledged and eftablithed rules. Revo-
lution and change prefent themfelves to his imagination ; till af-
faffination fteps in, and effeCtually relieves him from his terrors.
Shaw Jehin was not naturally cruel ; but he loved his own life
better than the lives of his relations. To murder, or to be murdered,
was the alternative offered to him by fortune. A throne ora grave
terminated his profpeéts on either fide; and when we confefs
ourfelves fhocked at his inhumanity, we lofe half our rage in
the neceflity which impofed upon him the meafure. He made
Jome amends for his crimes, in the ftric juftice and clemency
‘ of his government ; and Hindoftan was flourithing and happy,
till his own policy was revived by his fons.

AURUN G-
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