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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.
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CH AP I

Dara’s flight to Bicker—He croffes the defert—~Gains the goverior
of Guzerat—=>Marches toward Agra—Fortifies bimfelf at Ajmere
—Decerved—attacked—and totally defeated by dwrang zéhe=— His
unbeard-of misfortunes—Diflrefs in the defavt—Arrival af Tar-
ta=Throws bimfelf under the proteciion of Jibow—Death of fhe
Sultaria—Dara betrayed—Carrvied with ignominy through Delhi

—Confined at Chizerabid—Alfa/finated— Refleétions.

Dﬂﬂﬂ having fled from Moultan, took the rout of Bicker,
beyond the Indus. The Imperialifts. were clofe at His
heels. His army fell off gradually in his flight. His affairs
were defperate, and their attachment gave way to perfonal
fafety. Four thoufand ftill adhered to their colours, with which
number Dara encamped near Bicker, having garrifoned the place,
and fubmitted it to the command of a faithful friend. He
had fearce pitched his tents, when the enemy came in fight.
Though worn-out with fatigue, he was obliged to ﬂ}-_ He found
boats by accident, and crofled the Indus with all his followers.
On the oppofite thore ftood the ftrong fortrefs of Sicar, Struck
with the hard fate of Dara, the governor opened the gates. But
it was not the bufinefs of the prince to fhut himfelf up within
walls ; which at beft could only protract misfortune. He re-
inforced the garrifon with a part of his troops ; and left fome

valuable effects under the protettion of the governor,

Difineum-~
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Difincumbered,

he had even thought of the quarter to which he fhould direct his
r ‘ e r e P | T Eovel
courfe. . He avandered away in a melancholy mood. His raith-~
)
ELTIN
ful. adherents, for only thole whoie chment to his |

avercame-their own fears were now in hjs
the path of «a mafier whom they loved, Having marched a

to the place where the road parted

i

few miles, the prince ca
into two; the one leading to Tatta, the other toward the

Perfian province of Choraflan. = Starting from his reverie, he

food for fome time irrefolute. On the ene fide t
parent ruin ; on the other, a certainty of -tn::r_-?.m'_d i"::?"l;i:j.'. But
glory was blended with difgrace in the firft; in the latter there
was nothing but obfeurity and difhonour. When he wea ighed
thefe things in his mind, the chariots in which were his women
arrived. His perplesity increafed. The defart toward Perlia
was extenfive and unhofpitable; on the fide of India, his own

misfortunes muft overwhelm his family. He conld not decide ;

and a melancholy filence prevailed around.

The favourite Sultana, fecing the undecilivenels of Dara, at

EL']'_"_-:;.';'. 'l||_'|ll' a1l Ci]:lj 10 .||:-2 li_.!.',_'fu{‘.-i_ﬁ, b ":.I'.H'I, : ne il[{l fh TJ'.IN. race I.'_)i'-

Timur,” {he faid, * helitate n this moment of diftrefs ¢ There

is: langer, but there may be alfo a throne on .one iluc; bat a

frigheful [olitude, and the cold reception given to fugitive _‘Jrn ces

by firangers, threaten
1, who am the daughter of Purvéz, will decide for mylelf.

from the other, If Dara cannot decide,

i 1 S e P
t mec, by death, {rom dilhonour, T'he de-

Il prevent

This hand f{h

feendant of the ‘mmortal Timur fhall not grace the haram of

the race of Sheick Sefi!” The features of the prince were at once

. el @ e T i e s
=1'-"|';i'\‘|_1 up into a .';ii1=.l ol ]n‘!f_--.!.uu‘.ll
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and, without uttering a W rd, {purred forwar toward
- T 1 1 2 R S . ma o 1
Tatta. He hac dave in that city, when he
3 ]

reCCived

but chanpes
his courfe te
‘Catta.
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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

""?‘1- received advices that a confiderable detachment of the enemy was
) arrived within a few miles of the place. He evacuated Tatta,
crofled the Indus, and fled toward the capital of Guzerat, The
enemy laid a bridge of boats over the river ; and were preparing
to purfue the fugitive, when unexpected orders arrived for them to
repair with all expedition to join the [mperial army, in full march

-againflt Suja.

The removal of ‘the Tmperial troops procured a happy refpite
for Dara ; but it was but ‘a tranfient gleam of Fortune, who had

refolved to continue her frowns. The road of the prince lay

partly through burning fands, deflitute of water; partly through

abrupt mountains, covered with impervious woods, the haunts of

beafts of prey. His people were parched with thirft; his very i

camels died of fatigue. His unfortunate women were juft ex- i
piting for want of water, when the prince, who ranged the foli-

tudes far and wide, lighted on a fpring. He encamped near it;
and having refrethed his attendants, arrived next day on the bor-
ders of the territories of the Raja’s Jdm and Bahéra, which lay
contiguous to each other in his rout.  They received him with
hofpitality s’ but they declined to embrace his caufes They were
the natural enemies of the houfe of Timur, who had, often from
views of conqueft, penetrated into their almoft inaccellible country.
When perﬂmﬁ'c}n failed, "Dara’ endeavoured to work upon the
pride of Jim., He propoled an alliance between his fon Sipper
Shekd, the conftant ‘attendant of his' misfortunes, and the daughs
ter of the Raja. ' The match did not take place. The fewMogul
nobles who adhered to him, were {0 much diflatishied with the
propofal, on account of its inequality, that it was laid alide 3 and

Dara proceeded to ' Ahmedabad.

Shaw
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Shaw Nawiz, whofe two daughters were married to Aurung-
ztbe and Morid, had been left by the latter in the government
of Guzerat, and kept his refidence in Ahmedabid. When Mo-
rid was feized, Aurungzébe fent a new commiflion to Shaw Na-
wiz, which that lord received, and governed his province in the
name of the new emperor. He prepared to oppofe Dara with-all
his forces. 'The match was unequal, and the prinee, hemmed
in with misfortunes on every fide, began to defpair. He, how-
ever, refolved to carry no longer round the empire a life obnoxi-
ous to mifery. He advanced with his few attendants ; and, as
the laft refort, wrote a letter to the younger daughter of Shaw
Nawdz, who was the wife of Morid, and had been left with her
father when the prince marched toward Agra. He recounted his
own misfortunes ; and compared them with thofe of her hufband.
¢ The enemy of bothis one;” faid he: “ if the memory of the
unfortunate Morad ftill lives in the breaft of his wife, fhe will
perfuade her father to favour Dara, who is opprefled by the fame

untoward fate I

The princels, who had mourned inceflantly for the misfortunes
of her lord, whom fhe loved to diftraftion, burft into-a flood of
tears at the reception of thé letter. She grafped. at. the fhadow
of hope for her hufband’s releafement, which was offered by a
prince overwhelmed by his own bad fortune. ;She threw herfelfat
the feet of her father; her tears fupprefled her voice; but the
looked up to him with that farcible eloquence. jof eyes, which
it is.-impoflible to relift from | beauty in diftrefs. ;/She placed
thie letter of Dara in his hands. He read it with emotion; and
turned away in filence. She followed him on her knees, hold-
ing the fkirt of his robe. * Is not my daughter,” faid he, ¢ al~
ready fufficiently wretched ? Why does fhe wifh to involve her
father in the irretrievable mifery which has overtaken her lord ¢

But
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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

But {he will hawe it fo=--and prudence muft’ give way to pity.”

1 the gates to be thrc

He orde vn open ; and the princefs; 1 an

joy, fent accounts of her {fuccels to Dara.

ecflafy of j
i A

The prince could fcarce believe his own eyes,when hereceived the
letter of the wife of Morad. A gleam of hope came in upon his

misfortunes. He cntered Ahmedabad; and the governor re-
ceived him with the highelt diftintion and relpett.' He gave
to the prince about one hundred and twenty thouiand pounds- in

money, together with jewels to a great amount, tocontribute to

raife tro T'his new life to the affairs of Dara, rendered him

aftive in his ‘preparations for war. In a few weecks he found

himfelf at the head of a confiderable army. He in the mean

time reccived letters from the Maraja, who, with his native

troops, ‘was on his march with Aurungztbe to attack Suja.
That prince acquainted him of his defign of deferting the new
emperor in the a&tion ; and we have already feen that he kept
his promife. IHe conjured Dara to haften his march to fupport

[he advice was good; bat the

him in his intended defection.

A
evil genius of Dara prevailed. He delayed, that he m

dllfr=
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ment his forces 3 and loft the golden opportunity of refic

affairs by an act of boldnefs and intrep Duja was, in the

mean time, defeated; and Aurungzebe turned his whole foree to-
el

In wne wvvelk.

ward the ftorm which was brewi

The defestion of the Maraja had fpread news of the defeat and

-
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agreeable intelligence came to Dara. He inflantly marched to-

vard Agra, to {eize the capital before the arrival af Suja, who was

T

faid to have conquered. In three days, the unfortunate prince

T . [P MTPHRRY gy el R R ey L ey o 1 -
was undeceived. Letters from different guarters brought him the
particulars of the action, and of the complete victory obtained by

his

s
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his greateft foe. He was again thrown iato perplexity, To
proceed with fo fmall a force was imprudent ; to retreat, ruinous
to his reputation. He had built his laft hopes on his army; to
retire, was to lofe them by defertion. Many Europeans were in
his camp. He had gained them by large promifes ; and they na-
turally loved that impartiality which he fhewed indifcriminately to
men of merit of all nations. His artllery was upon the belt
footing ; and he was not deftitute of able engineers. His foldiers,
for the moft part confifting of the troops of the empire fta-
tioned on the frontiers, were habituated to action." But they
were too few in number ; and their leader was deltined for mis=

LG WY

fortune.

"Fhe Maraja, after plundering the Imperial camp, declared his
intentions of marching to Guzerat with the fpoil, = Dara halted to
take him up by his way. But the Indian had no ferious inten-
tions of affifting effectually any branch of the houle of Ti=
mur. An enthufiaft in his own religion, he confidered all Ma-~
hommedans as his natural enemies. He abetted none of the princes
through choice. He ftudied to add fuel to the flame which raged
between them, and to derive advantage from their diflentions.

He hoped to find that freedom and independence in their weak-
from their favour and

nefs, which he could never expect
power. Under the influence of thele political p ples, he
frudioufly avoided to meet Dara. He took the rout of Mar-
wir, to lodge his booty in his own dominions in fafety. He,

however, wrote letters to the prince, to advanee to his borders,
where he would join him with a recruited army. Dara accord-
roward Meirta, at which place he encamped with

1 e

ingly marched
he junéction of the Ma-

Lis forces, in daily expeclations of t
- 1 5 o D el 2s F R ALIR Y o R o 1
rajdy who was colle€ling as forces at the capitai ol lus domi-

neNns: £
Aurungache
[

A. D. 165q.
Hig. 1ebg.

.-"“-'H

-
Ll



296

A.D. 16¢0.
Hig. 1060,
|
who 15 gained
over by Au-
rungzebe,

and deferts
Dara,

THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

Aurungzébe was, in the mean time, alarmed at the great pre-
parations of the Maraja. He faw danger in his defe&ion ; and he
had recourfe to his ufual art and addrefs. He wrote to him a
letter. He acquainted him, That the oppofition given to his
fortune at the battle of Ugein, had long fince been blotted
out of his memory, as it was the refult of the Maraja’s opi-
nion in favour of Dara; that his fubmiffion to his government,
while yet his brothers were in the field, was a conduét which
entitled him to favour; but that his late defertion in battle,
and his fubfequent attack upon the Imperial baggage, could not
be forgot, though it might be forgiven. ¢ The love of public
tranquillity, however,” continues Aurungzcbe, ¢ hasexpelled from
my breaft every with of revenge. It is therefore your intereft,
to withdraw your foot from the circle of Dara’s misfor-
tunes. That you fhould join my ftandard, I neither expect
nor with, I cannot truft again your faith.; and my own force is
fufficient to-overthrow my enemies. Youmay therefore look from
your own country, an unconcerned fpectator of the war; and to re-
ward you for your neutrality, the government of Guzerat fhall
be added to that of your hereditary dominions.”

The letter had the intended effect on the Maraja. He pre-
ferred the proffered advantage to the gratitude of Dara, whofe
fortunes wore fuch a doubtful afpect. He broke off his correfpond-
ence with that prince, at the very time that he was buoyed up
with the hopes of the junttion of a great army with his
own forces. A ftranger to the motive of the Hindoo, he fent
his fon Sipper Sheko to endeavour to prevail upon him to
throw off his inactivity. The young prince was received at his
eapital with diftinétion and hofpitality. He was, however, dif-
appointed in his views. The Maraja would give no fatisfac-
tory anfwer; and the prince returned to his father, who was

6 greatly
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vith, his fate, Ile decamped and
1d arrived at Ajmere, about

v " 1 1 ’
mere, the hich-road to the capi-

halted with his army in this pafs

His high opinion of the Ei an mode of war, which he imbih-

ed from the Englith, French and Portuguefe in his fervice, had

rendered that 1‘*—|'i.n«1‘.:‘ fond of entrenchiments. He had c.i;';'.'.?.

the appearance of fecurity, more than the movements of the hu-
man mind : for armies often take entrenchments in no other light
than as a proof of the fuperiority of the enemy, He threw up
lifies from hill to hill in his front, and firengthened them with
Aurungzébe, 1o the mean time, marched with an army
i arrived ‘with great expedition in the

: b g B o e e TR R S s
Ajmere. - When he came in fight of the en-

hments, he ordered his army to encamp; and he himfelf

rode out to reconnoitre the enemy.

INOLOLILE s attominment when ]:a. VICW U,
th a s, the polition of his brother.  The firength

of the works was inconceivable ; inflead ofa'tommon entrench-
ment the prince had fortified himfelf with a” firong rampire,
defended by baflions, a deep ditch and ‘a double row of pali-
{adoes,” which  extended fix 'miles” acrofs a valley.” Aurungzébe
W (ure. 'He knew not how 'to a&. An
AT licable; to do nothing would derogate
from that high opinion which he had already eflablifhed 'in ‘the

Is of the people. © Every day would add to ' Dara’s influence

) ¥ o, T
NiGhL . Lil. 2 q and
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party ; and mankind; who always fide with the unfortunate,

| o

e

4
———— would attribute to ability what was the giit of chance. = He called

a council of the nobles. They differed in their opinions ; much
time was {pent in argument without coming toa decifive meafure.
They at laft agreed upon an expedient. They knew that the {pirit
of Dara was impatient of infult; and they advifed the emperor to
draw out his forces, and to offer battle.

1

. In compliance with the advice of his nobles, he formed his

line on the 23d of March 1659, and advanced with his -artil-
lery within, cannon-thot of the camp. Dara continued with-

in. his lines; and Aurung:

be began to fortify himfelf under
the enemy's fire. He continued the work the whole night, and
covered his men before day-light appeared, notwithflanding his
brother had fallied thrice during that time. ‘The fun whas fcarce
rifen,, when Debere, and: fome other nobles, 1flued out of the
camp, and advanced on full fpeed with five thoufand horle
near the liness hoping, by infulting litm, to draw Dara from
his lines. They paid dear for-their temerity. The artillery of
the enemy being well ferved, galled the aflailants fomuch, that they
retreated in diforder; and were glad to fhelter themfelves behind
their own lines. Things remained in this doubtful fituation for
feveral days. The army of Dara, having the country in their
rear open, were in no want of provifions; and were, therefore,
under no neceflity of retreating ; and it was impoflible; without a
long fiege, to overcome their almoft impregnable lines.

=]

Fortune; who never forfook Aurungzibe, relieved his :m.‘w;ictjf‘

upon this:occafion. A petty Indian prince; who commanded three
thoufand of 'his native infantry in the Impenal army, informed
himfelf of a narrow and fteep path, by which men, aceuftomed

to climb, might afcend the mountain on the right of Dara’ lines.

He communicated his information to the emperor, who was over-

jJoyed



AU RUNGZESBE
joyed at the difcovery. He made large promifes to the Raja,
thould he gai
out alarming the enemy. Should he be fo fortunate as to fucceed

a fignal to the emperor

n, with a party, the fummit of the mountain, with-

in the attempt, he was ordered to make
from that fide of the mountain which was covered from Dara,
Having

encountered many difficulties, he afcended the mountain, ‘and the

When night came on, he marched with his troops.
appointed {ignal was ready to be thewn by the dawn of day.

Aurungzébe never refted his hopes upon the fuccefs of a fingle

fcheme, He had, during the night, planned the ruin of his bro-
ther’s affairs, by a more fatal ftroke of policy than ithe firatagem
of the Raja. = Debere Chan, and the Indian prince, Joy Singh,
had, at the beginning of the war, adhered with warmth to the
interefts of Dara, . Under the prince 'Solimédn, they had diftin-
guifhed themfelves in the defeat of Suja, and the reduttion of
Bengal.  Yielding to the pmihuc of the times, and to the =
trigues of Aurung: ébe, they deferted, as has been already related,
the colours of Solimin; and ruined all the hopes which the
unfortunate Dara' derived from the wviftorious army under his
fon. "To thefe chiefs the emperor applied with much addrels
He promifed largely; and he mixed threats with his proffered
favour. - He at length prev ailed upon them to write an infidious

Jetter to Dara, to the following purpofe:

& Tt is not unknown to the emperer,” for with that title they
affe@ed to diftinguith Dara, ¢ that Debere and Joy Singh once
deerned it their greateft glory to be numbered among his fervants
With How miich fidelity they obeyed his orders, they derive a
proof from their a®ions, under the command of the illufirious
prince Solimin Shekd. So much fatished was Dara with the
conidudt of his faithful fervants, that, in his letters, which were

Q. q 2 prefente

f.;.

to deceiy
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A.D. 1659, preflented to us by the prince, he attributed the vifory over Suja
Hig. tofig, : ; ,
——— to our conduét and valour. “T'he emperor was partial in our

favour ; but ~we prelume’ to hope, we delerved a part of his
pratfe.. When the news of the defeat of our prince, and of the
imprifonment of the king: of kings, came to our ears, we thought
ourfelves alone amidit the victorious armies of our foes. - What

could we dof Qur loyalty remained, but neceflity was near.

The times left us no choice; and we were forced [to fubmit.  We

have ever fince been dragged along, the unwilling flaves of

Aurungzébe. But new Fortune has returned. to the threfhold

which leads to the prefence of Dara.,| The acceflion of his faith-

ful {fervants to his power, though not neceflary. to his affairs, will
bring them to.a more fpeedy conclufion. : When, therefore, day- |
light fhall appear, let the gate of the camp be opened to receive
us; that we may have an oppot il:i|-:'__'\' of L':_'I-_-I'-.xi_l]i:];;t., h}? OUT INEFif,
the favour, of which we have been deprived by neceflity. As
foon as the fun fhall arife, we look for admittance into the SAM ]y
with all our followers and friends.” |

4

s This letter ‘was thrown.-into. the! lines, by 2 horfeman, on

full i

]

A

eed. - It was immediately, carried to the prince’; and,
with that credulity which is inherent in a f{incere mind, he im-

plicitly believed every thing which: the letter contained. . Shaw

Nawaz 1n vain remonftrated to him, 'in,the flrongelt terms, that
there was danger 1n confiding in their fineerity. Dara was al-
ways averle to advice; ‘and now he was. rendered blind by the ]

1 = Foi iy |

hopes of gaining {uch powerful chiefs to his,party.. (He was i

obftinate ; and determined i« i;';l.:l:l.' all.on the faith of menwho had,

a few months before, betrayed his fon, . He gave: pofitive: orders,
Py SERCPS & = iy : Ll !
that in the morning, that gate of the camp which locked toward

the: enemy fhould be thrown open, to receive the expected fu-
He, afithe fame tin st 1T l dire@tions to-all the ofcers
BELLVCE, d LTy & LB B2 0 B l!ll C4 1LLEC IFCCLIOnsg, Lo-all the olhice: iy

that
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. that care fhould be t

en not to fire upon them as they advanced.

1

hawr Nawiz was highly diffatisfied; Mahommed ' Sherif, who

the forces, was aftonifthed..- The orders were per-

emptory, and they muft be obeyed. They, however, reflolved to
ftand upon their guard ; and when morning came, they pofted
themflelves, with feveral fquadrons, without the lines; giving
ordere, at the Jame time, that all the troops in the camp {hould
ftand 1o their arms.

who was no flranger to the charafter of Dara,

forefaw that his ftratagem would {ucceed, He drew up his army

before'day, behind his own camp; being covered by the tents

from the enemy’s view. = The fun was not yetup, w

ardered Debere to iffue forth from his right, and_Joy Singh from
his left, at the head of their troops, and to advance en full {peed
toward  the camp. Thele officers accordingly rufhed forth;
i to fire with his

and Afrungzébe, to carry on the deceit, b

d deferters, Dara,

artillery, but with powder only, on the pretende
full of expe&ation, {lood on the rampire. . When he faw the
{ouadrons advancing, he ordered the gate to be thrown open; but

s |
¥

1 19 i J- I. .1.. 1 i 1 --1‘ il
hommed ‘Sherif, whoy with a chofen body, flood without the

lines, 1.__...:1_:_5: {111l dubious ot the intentions of the Tugives, ordered
2 3% 4 3 v L g | = 3ty o
them to ftop; till he fhould be fatishied of their real debgns.

Debere, who firft advanced, had no time-to deliberate. A par-

lev would difcover the whole to his own men; he immediately
Aopt fhorty and gave the fignal of attack, by fhooting Sherif, with

an-arraws-through the heart. ~That officer fell headlong to the
hand

Ll E10L e

eround ; -and  a dreadiul flaughter comm hand to

Debere, unmatched in that age for firength and perfonal bravery,
] 1 1 B VA R LT I B

]'|;_"\."."'L"|'.1 on ]I.L'.‘; way IO - e E_\.J.l.r_-, which ohaw ' [Nawaz W a5 cndeg-

vouring to fhut. But the thing was now impracticable, from the

numbers

|” II|I



THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN,.

4 numbers that crowded into the camp. Debere entered, {word in

hand ; and Shaw Nawfz advanced to oppofe him. The match
was unequal. Debere, who refpe@ted the virtues, -the years,
the high quality of his adverfary, defired him to {urrender;
and to fear nothing from his fon-in-law. ¢ I mylelf,” {ad
Debere, *“ will intercede for Shaw Nawidz.”” The pride of the
old lord arofe. “ No!—Debere Chan;—I have hitherto de-
fended my life by my valour; nor thall I purchafe a few years of
decrepid ageart the expence of my former fame.” Debere, at the
word, ran him through with his fpear. With Shaw Nawaiz
and Sherif, the courage of Dara’s army fell. The treacherous
Debere svas now within the camp, with his fquadron, who, fired
with the example of their leader, made a prodigious {laughter.

Joy Singh followed clofe on their heels.

The emperor, in the mean time, advanced with his whole line;
and the party, who had gained the fummit of the mountain in the
night, thewed themf{elves above the camp. The hills re-echoed
to their fhouts ; and they began to roll ftones and loofened rocks
into the valley. Thefe, falling from precipice. to precipice; came
crafiing down on the affrighted army ; and they turned their eyes
from the fwords of their enemies to this new {pecies of danger.
An univerfal panic {pread over'all. Confufion every where pre-
vailed. Some fought, others fled, many ftood 1in aftonifhment,
without having even the courage to fly. Dara mounted his ele-
phant to’be feen by his army; but he himf{elf faw nothing around
but terror and death, He rufthed forward to meet the enemy ;
but he was left alone. He called for Sherif ; that chief was :ﬂz'md}f
cold in his blood : he withed for the prefence of Shaw Nawiz,
but his dead body In‘:,'fL'L‘lth itlelf to his eyes. He turned back,
and gave his foul to defpair. The i_;iﬂzty of his women came
then acrofs his mind; he haftened with them from the field;
7 whilft
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oils of his camp kept the enemy from purfuing his
light. Four thouland fell on the fide of Dara, in this extraordi-
narv ..llf‘.iu,!l 2 "‘;'11'U"l“"! f.i.lp l[-.ﬂ: not "'l]]‘ ve two ]'l 1nel \'I. v |. .
nary action: Aurungzcbe loft not aboy undred'; and in
that number, no oflicer of diftinftion except Sheich Meer, the cap-

tain-general of his forces.

The grief of Dara for his defeat was great, but it was not equal
to his' aftonifhment. The misfortune, though dreadful, was
unexpected, and by the fudden ill prévented the fear. It was,
however, fuceceded by mifery, and unequalled diftrefs. The un-
fortunate prinee fled to the capital of Guy_r_‘]';lt- But [h-c gOVernor,

hom he left in the ‘place; fhut the gates againft his lord. He
fat down 1n filence, and knew not whither to'fly. Fis friends
became his greateft enemies. Two thoufand Mahrattors ftill ad-
hered to the unhappy prince. When they heard of the meflage
of the governocr, they defpaired of the affairs of Dara, and added

their own cruelty to his misfortunes. Ina pretence of having largre

arrears of their pay due to them, they fell upon his baggage, and
plundered it in his prefence. Some cafkets of jewels were faved
by his women; for even in that feafon of licence and diforder,
their perfons were facred from barbarity itfelf. This outrage was
committed in the night. When day=light appeared, the robbers,
as if athamed of their condud, fled with their {poil. A few only
of the lowelt menial fervants remained. Every thing was re=
moved from the field. The mif'ﬁ'r:s‘-:l]c tents, which he had col-
leted in his flight, were carrred away ; andnothing was left but
a few old !-".-'L:'cn-;' of canvafs, "which covered the Sultania and
her female flaves from the publiec eye.  The diftrels of the prince
may be imagined, but cannot be defcribed. He walked about mn
feeming ‘diftra&tion ; and the fad complaints of the women from
behind their wretched covering, dréw tears from the eyes of the

fevw fervants who ftill adhered to their unhappy lord.
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liforder: and feen

means or moy D

to 1 of fafety. A few beafls of burden were colletted by
his {¢ ind the robbers; who had deferted and plundered his

aroush

oy i +1 PR, I g De - H-gey 1 s ool
camp; had- left to him the two elephants which he had

1 11 .
L'_QL'L.ILL 'l""i,.l \.L_-I"" wh JLl had el

from Ajmere. |- Unthele

and a ew oxenround in

MMITIIE H-JL]-., dragged flowly away in coveged carriages his wo-
(] Qo v i wd

- [ iy ] | P e AT L alsd e e |
himf{elf, with his {on Cipper Sheko, attended

ien, The prince

them on horle

with an ill-mounted retinue of two or three
hundred fervants and faithful adherents. I'.-'n: turned his face to
the frightful folitudes in which he had {uffercd [o much before;
but the 11;11-:3“_;! defarts, which {fretched themfelves from Guzerat

1

to the Indus, were lefs unhofpitable to:Dara than a brother's

g e
hands.

arrived in the territorics of Raja Jam, whofe
g ek | B Pt ter P | o
itality alleviated his diftrefs.

applied to that chief

for his aid, but he was deat to the requelt. - Dara promifed largely,

fhould Fortune again favour his caufe; but fhe had taken her

flight to return no more. Jim was too prudent to'throw his own
ate “into the feale of the ;1:'11'.-..'-;'. Eif; became cold and referveds;

(g 1y by hite myans = | Fapmotla 1ot eby e Tk o
aflll ICCINedd, OF iis 1NallNer, 1o Wl 100 106 EParcire of his LI s
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fgrtunate gu ,_|1. FHe was apgain forced to encounter the ]hlJL_JI:!'{?S

of the delart.  The heat of the {eafon had added to the natural

-

fterility of thel {e dreadful fo es. ‘There was noe water to. be
found ; not a blade of grafs to be feen. = The air feemed, in fome
s s A il ] Tt e A b - ‘ e [ s lado “

meafure, on fire. There was nothing to fhade the defolate tra-

vellers from the fcorching fun; excepting when clouds of fand,

railed by whirlwinds, covered them with a fatal darknefs. The

beafls
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beafts of butden died for want of provender; the very camels
perifhed for want of water. The favourite elephant, - which had

often carried Dara in all his pomp, was now the only
mal that remained ; and even he begpan. to fail. To add to the
misfortunes of the prince, the favourite Sultana, the mother of all
his children, and whom he tenderly loved, was at the |
death, She had been feized with hyfterics from the fright of the
battle; and had ever fince been fubje&t to violent fits. Death
cut off gradually his retinue ; at the end of every furlong, he was

obliged to pay the laft {ad offices to fome favourite {ervant or

friend.
When he came within {ight of Tatta, the elephant which had
; arricd his family acrofs the defart, worn out with fatigue and

thirft, lay down and died. The few that remained of his fol-
lowers were fo languid and {pent, that they could not crawl to
the neighbouring villages for fuccour. Dara himfelf was obliged
to execute that neceflary fervice. He came to a hind, who kept
oxen in a ficld, e mentioned his diftrels and his name; and the
clown fled from his prefence. . He {at down; having no flrength to
refurn to his defolate family, - Curiolity, however, brought the
the whole village around ; and every eye was full of tears. They
brought all their beafts of burden to the place; and the whole
country accompanied him, with fhouts of joy, to Tatta, Tle,
however, did not reft long in thatcity. He croffed the Indus, and
threw himfelf under the protetion of the petty chiefs of the
difiriét of Bicker; and they, touched with compaflion, promifed

to {upport him with their lives and fortunes.

The adtive fpirit of the emperor was not; in the mean time,
idle. So long as Dara lives, he muft totter on his throne. He
knew the rout which his unfortunate brother had takén; but his

troops would not purfue the fugitive through fuch a perilous way.

Vor. IIL Rt He

diftre’s,
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He hoped that the hardfhips of the defart might prevent him
from embruing his hands in blood; but Dara muft perith; and
Aurungzébe was refolved to be provided againft every event of
Fortune. He ordered fome troops to march down along the
Indus from Moultin ; and the news of their approach came a few
days after the arrival of Dara. The generous chiefs, who from
compalion had refolved to fupport his caufe, being not yet pre-
pared to receive the enemy, advifed him to fly into Perfia, the
frontiers of which were within four days march of the place at
which he then refided.

He prepared for hisflight; but Nadira Bina, the favourite Sul-
tana, was dying. Spent with fatigue, overwhelmed with fick-
nefe, and worn out with misfortine, fhe was altogether mcapable
of the journey; and he could not leave her behind, She knew
his {ituation, and requefted earneftly that they thould move away.,
“ Death,” faid fhe, *“ will foon relieve the daughter of Purvez from
her misfortunes; but let her not add to thofe of her lord.” She
could not prevail upon him to march whillt the was in fuch a
fituation ; and he had, befides, placed great hopes in the friendfhip
of Jihon Chan, a neighbouring chief of great power, Jihon had
been twice faved from death by the intereft of Dara. Shaw Jehin,
who was an enemy to oppreflion, had ordered him to be, at two
different times, profecuted for murder and treafon, before
the chief juftice of the empire. That judge, upon. the cleareft
proofs, condemned him twice to death; and, at the requeft of
Dara, he was pardoned by the emperor, and reftored to his eftate
which had been confifcated. 'The prince, therefore, had reafon to
expect a return of gratitude; but the obligations were too great

for the pride of this unprincipled chicf; and they prefled upon him
kike injuries.

The
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The natural perfidy of Jihon was {o notorious, thatall his friends,
with one voice, remoniirated to Dara againit his defign of throwing
him{clf on the faith of that chief. The prince, naturally obfii-
nate, was now blinded by his fate.
ing his beloved Nadira in the hour of death ; and he refolved to
rifque all for the melancholy fatisfation of being prefeat when
the faithful companion of his diftrefs expired. Some nobles, who
had hitherto attended his perfon, and who had determined to
accompany him in his exile to Perfia, feparatéd themfelves from
a prince devoted to ruin, With feventy domeflics only, hewent
to the refidence of Jihon ; and that chief, apprized of his coming,
came out to meet him, and received him with the warmeft pro-
feflions of friend(hip. e quitted his own palace to accommodate
the prince; and nothing was to be feen around but the greateft

marks of hofpitality and profum;d refpedt,

The diftemper of the Sultana had increafed on the road to the re-
fidence of Jihon. She fainted away when the was carried into the
apartments affigned for her reception ; and the prince fat in tears
by her fide, during the whole night. In the morning fhe expired

¢ It is. only now,” faid Dara, ¢ I have found that T
I was not bereft of all my friends whilft Nadira lived.

But fhe has clofed her eyes on the misfortunes which are to in-

in his arms.

am alone,

volve her children and lord; and thus a peculiar happinefs has
fucceeded to accumulated diftrefs.” He tore off his magnificent
robe, and threw the Imperial turban on the ground : then, cloth-
ing himfelf in a mean habit, he lay down by his departed confort
on the bed. In the evening one of his faithful fervants joined
him with fhfty horfe. He was overjoyed at his arrival, and,
{tarting up, took him in his arms, and faid, My fituation, Gal
Mahommed,” for that was the officer’s name, ¢ is not without
Nadira, having forfaken the devoted Dara, has met

Rrz with

refource.

He could not think of leav- /'™
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E“ D.1650.0 yyith a part of ithat good fortune which was due to her virtues.
{0 O T

“— -~ You mufl, with your fifty horfe, efcort the body to Lahore, to the
fepulchre of her great: anceftors. Aurungzébe himfelf will not

refufe a grave to the family of Dara.”> The body was accordingly
embalmed; and, being placed in a magnificent herfe,was efcorted

te; Lahore.

He is betray- Dara had not remained many days at the refidence of Jihon,

ed by Jihon, z i ' A - .
wheniintelligencel was received, that Chan Jehin, one of the prin~

cipal \generals of [hisi brother, was advancing from Moultin ;

his -van . was already arrived in the neighbourhood.

Dara rrefolved to/ make his efcape into Perfia. He called his |

{ervants together, and he took leave of Jihoni When he had '

proceeded about a mile on his way, he difcovered Jihon coming '[
after him, with about a theufand horfe, on full fpeed. “He ima- i
gined, that Jihon defigned to eicort him with thefe troops to
Perfia. -+ He rode back by way of doing him honour ; and, when
he ‘was about addrefling his thanks to the treacherous chief, he
was fuddenly f{urrounded and difarmed. ¢ Villain !’ faid Dara, i
¢ is it for this I twice {aved your life from the refentment of my 15

father, when the, elephants were ftanding over you waiting for
orders tolcrufh you to death? But Juftice will be fatisfied, and

17

Heaven has revenged your crimes upon my head, He ftopt—

and, witha feornful filence, {ubmitted his hands to be bound.

Jihon; heard the. prince without making any reply; for what
L;- could he fay to windicate his condu&t? He otrdered the prifoner to
be mounted on an elephant, and then he fell upon the baggage,
to, enrich himfelf with the f{poil of his benefaltor. He then
haflened toward Chan Jehin ; and, during the journey, notwith-
flanding the natural unfeelingnefs of his mind, he dutft not for
once come into the prefence of the much injured prince, His

fate
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fate being now determined, that anxiety, which had long
clonded the countenance: of "Dara, wvanithed. His fon 'was
carfied with him on the fame elephant. FHaving a talent for
poetry, he compofed many affe@ing verfes on his own misfor-
tunes ; with the repetition of which he often drew tears from the
eyes of the common foldiers 'who guarded his perfon. * My
name,”’ faid he one day, *imports that T am IN POMP LIKE
Darrvs: I am alfo like that monareh in my fate. The
friends whom he trufted, were more fatal than the {words of his

enemy.”  Notwithftanding thefe cafual complaints, he main=
tained his ufual dignity, and there waseven fomethmg majeltic 1n

his grief. "It was not ‘the wailings of ‘a woman, but the.manly

afli&ions of 4 great mind.

When Chan' Jehén, who had beenapprized of the imprifonment
of Data, Taw that prince advancing, meanly drefled on a forry
elephant, he could not bear the fight; and he hid his tears in
his tent. He detached a party from his army to efcort him, to-
cether with the traitor, to" Delhi; where Aurungzébe at the
time kept hiscourt.” The emperor, though he rejoiced at the
news that his brother had 'fallen into his hands, was full of ‘per-
plexity and indecifion. - He'called a council of his' nobles ; and
they differed in their opinions; fome, declaring for fending ‘him
by another rout to the ‘caftle of Gualiir'; fome,’ that he {hould
be carried through the city, to convince mankind that he was
fallen for ever. Many advifed “againft “a''meafure that might
be full of danger from the humanity of the peoplej a few
argued, that fuch condu& would degrade the dignity of the family
of Timur. thers maintained, to whofe opinion the emperor
himfelf feemed to leéan, that it was neceflary he fhould pafs

AR ol SR Ltk | LSRR Ead B, TR L 0 R Il IS Lo L
through the capital, to aftonifh mankind with the ablolute power

Al

and invincible fortune-of Aurungzébe.
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I'he unfortunate prince, accordingly, accompanied by his
fon, entered Delhi on an elephant. This, fays a certain wri-
ter, was none of the fine elephants of Ceylon and Pegu,
which they were wont to ride with goldén harnefs, embroidered
covers, and magnificent canopies to defend them from the fun.
No. Itwas an oldanimal, dirty and lean, with a tattered cover
a pitiful feat, and the cafile open on all fides to the winds. T]'n'?
iplendid ornaments of his perfon were now vanifhed, like his
good fortune. - A dirty drefs. of coarfe linen {carce covered his
body from the weather; and his wretched turban was wrapt
round with a {carf made of Cathmire wool, His face, which
formerly commanded refpect with the manly regularity of its
features, was now parched and fhrivelled by being long expofed ta
the heat; and a few firaggling locks, which appeared from his
turban, prelented a grey colour unfuitable to his years., In this
wretched f{ituation he entered Delhis and, when the mob who
crowded to the gates knew that.it was Dara, they burlt into loud
complaints, and fhed a flood of tears. The ftrects were rendered
almoft impaflible by the number of the {pectators ; the {hops were
full of perfons of all ages and degrees. ‘The elephant moved
flowly ; and the progrefs he made was marked to thofe;whe were
diftant by the advaneing murmur among the people; Nothing
was heard around but loud complaints againft Fortune, and curfes
on Aurungzébe. But none had the boldnefs to . offer to refcug
the unfortunate prince, though flightly guarded. They were
quite unmanned by their forrow.

After wandering over the features of Dara, the eyes of the
people fell on hisdon. They oppofed his innocence, his youth,
his graceful perfon, his hopes and his quality, to the fate which
impended over his head; and all were diffolved in gi'iwf'.' The
infectious forrow flew over the whole city i even the pooreft

people
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people forfook their work, and retired to fecret corners to weep.
Dara retained his dignity upon this trying occafion. He uttered not
one' word; but a fettled melancholy feemed to dwell on his face,
‘The unfortunate young prince was ready frequently to weep,
being foftened by the complaints of the people; but his father
checked him with a ftern look, and ke endeavoured to conceal
his tears. Dara, having been thus led through the principal ftreets
of Delhi, was conduéted to Chizerabdd, a village four miles with-
out the walls. He was locked up, with his fon, in a mean apart=
ment, in which he remained for fome days in hourly expe@ation
of his death, Here he amufed himfelf with writing infiructions
for his fon Solimin; having concealed an ink ftandifh and fome
paper in one of the folds of his garment. His anxiety to know
the intentions of Aurungzébe, fometimes broke in upon his me-
lancholy amufements.. He appeared through the window to the
guards; but they knew nothing of what paffed at court. He
then enquired concerning an old devotee, who had formerly lJived

in a cell near the foot of the Imperial garden at Delhi. One of

the foldiers knew the old man; and the prince gave a billet to be
carried to him, requefting fome intelligence. “But even he,
perhaps,” he faid, with a figh, * may have changed with the cur-
rent of the times.”

The traitor Jihon, in the mean time, made his appearance at
court, to claim the reward of his treachery. Auvrungzebe digni-
fied him with a title, and enriched him with prefents. Pafling
through the city of Delhi, he was pointed out to the mob, who,
falling upon himy near the gate which leads to Lahore, killed
feven of his attendants, He' himfelf efcaped; but the country
people rofe upon him every where. They hunted him from place
to place; till at length he met with his deferts, and was flain
when he had almoft reached the boundaries of his own govern-

ment..

A, D b:g,
Hig. 1obg,.

The traitor
Jikon flain
by the
people.
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ment. The zeal of the people, ‘however; proved fatal to Dara.

['he emperor; heating of the tumult near the gate of Lahore,

i

ate of the city, with his officers; to go to
the place, and enquire into the caufe of the difturbance. The mob
fell upon the judge and his attendants. They fled to the palace,

and the whole city was in an uproar.

Aurungzébe, in dread of a general revolt, called a council of his
nobles.  He had determined before to fend his brother to the for-
trefs of Gualidr; but now he was afraid of a refcue by the way,
The minds of the people were flrangely agitated. Their impre-
cations againft his cruelty reached him in the midft of his'guards;
and he began, for: the firft time; to: fhew fymptoms  of political
fear. He afked the advice of his lords.. The majority feemed
to be. for fparing the life of Dara ;- and for fending him, under a
ftrong guard, to the ufual prifon of the Imperial family. ' Aurung-
zébe, though not fatisfied, was about to yield to. their opinion;
when one Hakim, a Perfian by birth, with a defign to gain the
favour of the emperor, infifted that Dara fhould be put to death,
as an apoftate from the faith of Mahommed, The emperor
pretended to be ftartled, and, faid, ¢ The thing is determined.
f

[ might have forgiven injuries done to myfelf; but thole againft

religion I cannot forgive.,”  He immediately ordered a warrant

- to be iffued to Nazir and Seif, two fierce Afgan chiefs, which im-

powered them to take off Dara that very night.

On the cleventh of September,' about midnight,; the un-
fortunate prince was alarmed with the noife of arms coming
through the paflage which: led to his apartment.  He Barte
ed up, and knew immediately that his death approached., He
fcarce had awakened his fon, who lay afleep.on the carpet. at his
fect, when the.aflaffins burft open the deor.. Dara feized a knife,
which

-y
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which he had concealed to mend the reed with which he wrote.

He ftood'in a‘corner of the room,. - The murderers did not 1m-

mediately attack him. They ordered his fon'to remove to the

|'

adjoining “apartment’y but he clung round -his father’s knees.

Two of the aflaflins feized im, to force him ‘away; when Dara,
fecing Nazir flanding at the door, begged to be indulged'a few

moments to take'leave of his fon. He fell upon his neck, and

faid, ““My dear fop, this feparation, is mere afilicting than that

hetween foul and body, which I am this moment to fuffer, But

- . 1
fhould HE fpare you—live, Heavenmay
my death ;. for his crimes {hall.not pals unpunithed.  1lcave
L F |

%
to the proteétion of God. My fon, remember me. A tear half

ftarted from his eye ; when they were dragging the yout

adjoining room. He, however, refumed his wonted dignity and
confape. . gibk beg ene: other favaur,. Nazir !” he faid, . ** much
time has not been loft by the laft.” He wrote a billety .and de-
{ired that it fhonld be delivered to Aurungzibe,  But hetook it
back, and. tore it, faying, ¢ 1 ]LL'.‘.'L' not been accufteomed. to atk

favours of my enemie He that murders the father can-have no

T i " L } o P
compaflion on the fon. He then railed up his eyes in filence ;

and the aflaflins feemed to have forgot their office.

During this time of dreadful {ufpence, . thé {on, who day bound
" 1 . ] e F . * 3 S han
in the next room, hih:nud expedting .every moment to hear his
father’s dying groans. Thea {Taflins, in the mean time, urged on
by Nazir, feized Dara by the hands and feet, and throwing him
on the ground, prepared to ftrangle him,, Deeming this an,in-
~mouns death. he, with -an effort, dilincumbered his hand, and
1] 101 iy 3 3
{tabbed, wth his pen-knife, one of the villains to.the heart. . The

i

others, terrified, fled back ; but as he, was rilipg from the lloer,

they fell upon him with their {words. His {on, hearing the

, though histhan ls were bound,  burl open the doar, and

Vor. 111. o1 entered,
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ere fevering his father’s head from

his body.  Nazir had the E;r.:w_;'_ui:_r to puth back the youth into

the other apartment his ‘horrid operation was | performed:

The head of Dara was carried to Aurungzéhe ; -and the unfortu-
nate young prince was left; during the remaiming partof the night,

's body. ' Next morning)he was: {ent

N, |

thut up with his father
privately under a guard, to;the caftle of Gualiar.
Thus fell the unhappy Dara Sheko; a prince whofe vir-

I born to diftrefs ; and

tues deferved a better fate. But he was
his imprudence often affiffed the malignity of his fortune.

Though deftitute of the addrefls which 1s neceflary to gain man~

kind in !.fL'n{'ra‘., he was much beloved by his family and do-

=

meftics; and he was the darling of his father, who avas often hearc

to fay, That all his other children were not half fo dear to him as
Dara. This predile@ion in his favour was the fource of the'misfor-
tunes of both. The other princesenvied the mﬂl:mcc of Dara,and all
their differences with, and every difappointment which they expe-
tienced from, their father, was laid to the account of their brother,
who poffeffed all his confidence and efteem. Dara was. certainly
jealous of his brothers, whom he faw invelted with too much power
in their refpe@ive provinces; and his c-'-“-}‘-:ﬁﬂ!".-r-' their meafures at
court was the natural confequence of his fears, This mutual
;1115511!:1ﬁt}f being 'once kindled, all the princes Tc:--‘.:]ic;] forward to
the death of their father with terror. :The feeds of civil war were
long fown before they appeared; and the illnefs of the €M peror
was the fignal to f_;';-'in -’.I*.J charge, from the four corners of his

=]

dominions. Dara had the poft of advantage; but he was not a

match in abilities to

- |.|. LIJIJ:_'J .u:-

Nazir, before day- light appeared, was admitted into the citadel
to the emperor.. That prince had remained all night in anxious

expeclation. Many of the nobles I srefled their high dif-
peclati Many of the no had exj d tl higl

fatisfaction

s m——
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o

{atisfaction at the mealure of putting Dara to death ; and he was ':‘_:i_”‘l'(fili;’- "

: fig. 1040. |
afraid thatthe refolution, before it took effect, might be communie ‘=t ml'ff
cated to the people and army. He faw that he was fupported only :

by his own abilities and the venality of his followers. The unbiafied, : '
by either intereft or fear, looked with horror on the erimes which
his ambition had already committed: They were difguftéd at his ki

cruelty to his father and his injuftice to his brothers; and they,

with indignation, faw hypocrify, and the worft kind of ambition,

lurking behind profeffions of religion and moderation. Nazir, il

-]

however, relieved him of a part of his fears.. The head of Dara

being dishigured with blood, he ordered it to be thrown into a I
ﬂ charger of water; and when he had wiped it with his handker- . ‘
chicf, he recognized the features of his brother. He is faid to

have exclaimed, ¢ Alas, unfortunate man!” and then to have
{hed fome tears,
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