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War againft Suja—He is drviven from Mongecr—and Raja-Mdhil—
Lhe prince Mabommed deferts #o Suja—A mutiny in the army—
Quelled by the vifier—DBattle of Tanda—Adrtifice of Aurungzébe
— Mabommed leaves S:g:z—ﬂ'sr imprifonment and charaller—
Suja driven from Bengal—His flivht !.-':;r ough the mountains of
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the _f?:.'.-'l.';_?—"',1.J,:.|'f-’,'.-",'"}.‘};'c.’.;'—f'['fﬂ."rf'l';ii-’!.’ ""i.'f'{fi"i.'.:'.'.f'}'—.:'.i:."a'r murder af

Suja— Deplorable fate of bis_family—Reflections.
THF. fears of the emperor from the moft formidable of his

rivals, were extinguifhed with the life of Dara. The filence
which accompanies the decifions of defpotifm, is an effeCtual pre-
vention of tumult and confulion. The people, for fome days,
were firangers to the death of the prince, and his prior misfortunes
had even leffened the regret, which his murder might have other-
wife created in the minds of mankind.  Milery had rifen to its
height; and the worft period it could have, was in {ome degree
fortunate. The condu& of the cmp::l'{n' contributed to obliterate
his crimes. With an appearance of humanity and benevolence in
the common cperations of government, men were apt to attribute
the inftances of cruelty which he ‘exhibited, to the neceflity of his
(ituation; and they forgot the evils done to individuals, in the ge-
neral good of the whole. Should felf-prefervation be admitted
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as an excufe for the commiffion of bad a&ions, Aurungzébe was -'i-I.D' 1659 - P
3 A1F. 10040, | |
not without apology. He had gone too far not to go farther flill: ———0y 'Pﬂ! T

he had depofed his: father, he had excluded his brother from the

throne, and a flame had been kindled which could be extinguilh- I

ed by nothing but blood.

During the misfortumes of Dara in the weft and north, the war

was carried on with vigour in Bengal againft Suja. That prince
having, after the unfortunate battle of Kidgwa,, efcaped to Mon- sk
e field, Na-

turally bold-and intrepid, 1'.11;—1"1:1'“:!1& had no effeét upon him-but | .8

iy Bl

gl.f\" ry Wai dac rations 1or t

ve in making new prepa

to redouble his diligence to retrieve it; and he wanted not relour-

ces in his province for recommencing hoftilities, with an appear<
ance of being able for fome time to ward off the hand ot Fate,
: ] 1 1 B : B P kg
) which feemed to hang over his head. - FHis firlt care was to collect Pl

the remains of his diffipated army in the nei

w——

bourhood of Mon-

geer, which commands the 1*.1'1':; into E:';‘.{;ﬂ]; and, whilft he swas
colle&ting morec troops from the extenlive country in his rear, he

drew lings from the mountains to the Ganges, to flop the progrels

o

of the enemys.

Mahommed, the fon of Aurungzébe, had. been detached with

ten thoufand horfe from the field of Kidgwa in purluit of suja.

The prince was foon, joined: by . Jumla the vifier, with a great _:'-!.

force ; and they proceeded flowly down along the banks of the
Ganges. The ftro of Suja gave hum a manitelt advan-
7 3 1 . _— B +  [Puce
| tage; and Jumla, an ile and { 1cer, contrived to drive
| - - 1 1 i) | % 131
; him from his polt without l lge of mo )

the right of theeGanges are, 1n dheir fertile valleys, polletled by

petty, but independent

over to his party; aand
1 y Tt 1

|
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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

way of blind, left a confiderable part of the army to fall down,
he common rout, along the river; he himfelf, accompanited
by the prince; entered the mountains, and was heard of by Suja
i his rear, when he expefed to be attacked in front. ' Suja de-

camped with precipitation; but he arrived in the environs of Ra-

ja-Mahil fome days before Jumla iffued from the mountains. He

fortified himfelf in his camp ; and the vifier, who could make no
impreflion without artillery, marched toward the left, to join the

army comine down alone the Ganges.
4 =] o =]

The whole army having joined, the Impenalifts prefented them-
felves before the lines of Suja. “The vifier opened upon him with
his artillery, and made feveral unfuccefsful affaults, During fix
days he was repulfed with flaughter; but Suja durft not truft the
effeminate natives of Bengal in the open field apainft the Tartars
of the north, who compofed the greater part of the Imperial army.
Jumla played inceffantly with his artillery upon the fortifications,
which being only made up of hurdles and loofe fandy foil, were
foon ruined. Suja’s poft becoming untenable, he decamped under
the favour of night; and Jumla, afraid of an ambufh, though he
was apprifed of the retreat of the enemy, durft not follow him.
The rainy feafon commenced on the. very night of Suja’s flight;
and the Imperialifts were conftrained to remain inative for Tome
months in the neighbourhood of Raja-Mihil,

Suja, with his army, crofling the Ganges, took therotit of Tanda'’s
and, during the inaflivity of the Tmperialifts, firengthened himfelf
with troops from the Lower Bengal. ' He alfo drew from that quar-
ter a great train of artillery, which was \'L-'I'Dughtb;r’ Portuguefe and
other Europeans, who were fettled in that country. - Suja, being at=
tached to no fyftem of religion, was favourable to all. He promifed
to build churches for the Chriftians, fhould he fucceed in his views
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onthe empire; and the miflionaries and fathers entered with zeal
into his'caufe. ' The affairs' of the prince began to wear a better
afpect. His effeminate troops acquired confidence from a well-
ferved artillery; and even Aurungzibe, who confided much in the
abilities of Jumla, was not without anxiety. An event happened
about this time which raifed the hopes of Suja, and added to the
fears of his brother.

The prince Mahommed, who, in conjun&tion with Jumla,
eommanded the Imperial army, had, before the civil war, con-
ceived a paffion for ome of the daughters of Suja. Overtures of
marriage had been made and accepted; but the confummation of
the nuptials had been broken off by the troubles which difturbed

the times. He feemed even to have forgot his betrothed wife in

)

s a@livity in the field; but the princefs, moved by the misfor-
tunes of her father, wrote with her own hand a very moving letter
to Mahommed. She lamented her unhappy fate, in fecing the
prince whom fhe loved, armed :'.:_;.’-.]nfl her father. She exprefled
her paflion and unfortunate condition, in terms which found their
way to his heart. His former affections were rekindled in all

their fury; and, in the elevation of his mind, he refolved to defert

his father’s caufe.

The vifier, upon affairs 'of fome importance, was, in the mean
time, at fome diftance fromthearmy, whichlay at Raja-Mahil. The
opportunity was favourable for the late adopted {cheme of Mahom-
med. Hge opened the affairte fome of hisdriendsthe complained of

his father’s coldnefsy and even of hagimgratitude; to aifony to ' whom,

1dny helowed the empire. He

ashaving:leized the perfon of Shaw

eaye many inflances of his own fervices ; many.of the unjuit re-

turns made by Aurungzcbe; and eonecluded by declaring his fixed
refolution té join Suja. . They endeavoured to diffuade him from
o f - MY o 1= meT SO o e =t Lo revry |l
{o.rath an aGion; but he had taken his refolution, and he would
lifken

m it
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THEHISTORY OF "HINDOSTAN,

"J-:""'-' Tiflen ‘to no argument. He aflked them, Whether 111(‘}-' would
JSollow his fortunes? they replied, “WiWea are the fervants of Ma-

hommed; and if the 1[11-':m'-* will to-night join Suja, heis {o'much
beloved by the army, that thew hole will go over to him by the
dawn of day.” On Llwi'-:. vague aflurancesy the prince quitted the
camp that evening with a {mall retinue. He embarked in a boat

on the E}:111gjc$; and the troops thought that he had only gone on

a pe lli'\ Of 1?[L1|il

Some of the prctundml friends of Mahommed wrote letters, con-

taining an account of -the defertion of the prince, to the vifier.

That lord was firuck with aftonifhment at the folly and madnels

of thedeedi’: He thought it impoflible,: thaty” withcut having {e-
cured the-armys ' he conld defert his father’s caufe. IHe was per-
plexed with anxicty: and L]i‘-!.hl; he expefted every moment to
hear, that LIL_ troops were in full marchtoTanda; and heyas afraid
to ]r-:}gw_ 1_1_'_5_':1‘. with a defign of 1'L'-.1--t"tr1;_; them to theirduty, left he
{hould be carried prifoner to the enemy. He, however, after fome
hefitations refolved to difcharge the partof a good officer. He fet out
exprefs forthecamp, where he arrivednextday. IHefound thingsin
vhe utmoftconfufion, but not in fuch:adefperate ituation as he had
expeted. A great part of the army was mutinous, and begin-

ning to plunder the tents ui‘ thofe- whe continued in their duty.

‘Thefe had takenarms in défence of their property ; {o that blood-
hed muft foon have r.-'-_"-'_-.'ef. The country, on every {udh U[: the
mp, wWas ur-\'-;":c-;’: with whole fquadrons 'that fled from the flame

of difftention which-had been ]—;::'-13:_'11. Tumult, commotion, and

diforder reigned everywhere when: the vifier entered the camp.

The appearance of that lord, who was rel {peed for his great
qualities by all, foon filenced the fltorm. He mounted an ele=
shant in the center ‘of the camp, and {poke after this mannérito
the army, who crowded tumultuoufly round: him:* Yoir 4are

o no
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no flrangers, my. fellow-foldiers, to the
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hommed, and, to _his having preferred the love of the daughter, of

EL{;,'J. b 5 ;:1:1!.:i;-|:..1.]'-_.l::‘ {0 his fovere Lt cated by

the fame to swhich your:y dour 1 he has long bee
us 1n his hopes. ."ﬁ_:'=1':.:L'|r_n'| E:'.u:-n_gr}'-.t him to the edge

of the precipice over which he has been thrown by love. DBut in

abandoning you, he has aba andoned his fortune; and, after the firlt

traniports are over, 1';1;;'&& and a confciouinels of jx:‘;}y, will ::;-.fv,.-

remain, Suja has perhaps pledged his faith to {upport the infatu-

ated prince againft his father; he may have even promifed the

throne of India as a reward for his treachery. But how can Suja
perform his promife? ~We have feen his hoftile ftandards—but
we have feen them only to be {eized, Bengal abounds with men,
with 111 ovifions, with wealth ; but valour is not the growth of that
Toil, The armies of Aurungzébe are numerous'; like you they are
drawn from the north, and he is himfelf as invincible in the field

a8 he is wile and decifive in the cabinet.

¢t But thould we even fuppofe that Fortune, which has hither-
to been fo favourable to Aurungzébe, thould defert himin another
field, would Mahommed reign?  Would Suja, r:xpu:‘lunu:u[ in the
arts of government, and ambitious as he is of power, place the
{cepter of India in the hands of a boy? Would he {ubmit to :]“
authority of the fon of a younger brother? to the tool of his ¢
;1uj}g113? The impoflibility is ‘glaring ‘and obwvious. Return,

therefore, my fellow-foldiers, to your duty. You can conquer
withont Mahommed.  Fortune has not followed him to the ene-
my. Your valour can command her every where. He has em-
Liraced his own ruin; but why fhould we thare 1n his adverle
fate? Bengal lies open before you: the enemy e jult ‘not totally
broken. They are not objedts of terror, but Uf plunder: }-‘u'.t may
acquire wealth without trouble, and glory without toil.”

Voui. IIL Tt This
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This fpeech of the vifier had the intended effect.  Every fpe-~
cies of dilorder and tumult {ubfided in 2 moment. The troops de-
fired to be led to the encmy; and Jumla did not permit their ar=
dor to cool. He immediately began to throw a bridge of boats
acrofs the river. The work was finifhed in three days; and he
pafled the Ganges with his whole army. Mahommed, in the
mean time, having arrived at Tanda, was received with every
mark of refpe& by Suja. The nuptials were celebrated with the
utmoft magnilicence and pomp ; and the feftivity was fcarce over,
when certain ‘news arrived of the near approach of the Imperial
army-under Jumla, Suja immediately iflued out with all his forces
from Tanda.  He polted himfelf in an advantageous ground, and
waited for the enemy, with a determined refolution to rifk all on
the iffue of a battle,

Mahommed; who was naturally full of confidence and bold-
nefs, did not defpair of bringing over the greateft part of the ar=
my of Jumlato his own fide. He erected his ftandard in the front of
Suja’s camp; and when that prince drew out his forcesin order of
battle, he placed himfelf in the center of the firft line. Jumla;
confcious of the {uperiority of his own troops in point of valour,
was glad to find the enemy in theopen field. | He formed his line;
and ordered a column of horfe to fall immediately upon Mahom-
med. ; That prinee vainly fuppofed, when the enemy advancedy
that they were determined| to defert Jumla, - But he was {foon con-
vinced of his error by the: warmth| of their attack, . He behaved
with his ufual bravery; but the effeminate natives of Bengal were
not to be kci‘,t tu-.t:,*ir colours. rllhlj}" ﬂl_"tl; and he was carried
along with their flight. . The utmoft efforts of Suja proved. alfo
meffectual. | His troops gave way onall fides; and he himfelf was
the laft who quitted the field. A great {laughter was made in;the
purfuit; and Tanda opened her gates to the conqueror..  The

2 princes:

——
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princes fled to'Dacca in'the utmoft diftrefs, leaving the eldeft fon
of Suja dead on thé field : but Jumla, remaining for fome time in
Tanda to fettle the affairs of the now almolt conquered province,
gave them fome refpite; which they employed in levying a new

aArmy.
o

The news of the flight of Mahommed arriving in the mean
time at Delhi, Aurungzébe concluded that the whole ariny in Ben-
gal had gone over to Suja.  He immediately marched from the
capital with a great force. He took, withiincredible expedition,
the rout of Bengal. He however had not advanced far from
Delhi, when intelligence of the fuccefs of his arms in the battle of
Tanda met him ‘on his way, and he forthwith returned to the ca-
pital. He there had recourfe to his ufual policy. He wrote a
letter to his fon, as if in anfwer to one reccived; and he con-
trived ‘matters fo, that it fhould be intercepted by Suja. That
prince, having petufed the letter, placed it in the hands of Ma-
hommed, who fivore by the Prophet that he had never oncel written
to his father fince the battle of Kidgwd, The letter was conceiv-

ed in terms like thefe :

« To our beloved fon Mahommed, whofe happinefs and fafety
are joined with our life. ' It was with regret and forrow that'we
parted with our fon, when his valour became neceflary to carry
on the war againft Suja. ' We hoped, from the love we bear to
our' firft-born, to be gratified foon with his returny ‘and that he
would have brought the enewy captive to our prefencein the {pace
of a month, to relieve our mind from anxicty and fear. But fe-
ven months pafled away, without the completion of 'the wilhes of
Aurungzeébe! Inltead of adhering to your duty,’ Mahommed, you
betrayed your father, and threw a blot on your own fame. ' The
{iniles of 4 woman have overcome filial piety. = Honour is forgotin
4l ok the

Artifice of
Aurungzcbe

to leparate
Mahommed

i
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the brightnefs of her beauty ; ‘and he who was deftined to rule the

‘-~ empire of the Moguls, has himfelf becomea flave.” But as Ma=

from Suja.

hommed feems to repent of his folly, we foreet his crimes. He
I : E

has called the name of God to vouch for 'his fincerity’; and our’' pa-

rental affedtion returns. He has already our forgivenels ; but the

execution of what he propofes is the only means to regain our fa-

The letter made an impreflion on the mind of Suja, which all
the proteftations of Mahommed could not remove. He became
fitént and difcontented. He had an affe&ion for the prince,
and Iie"wds' more enraged at being difappointed in''the judgment
which he had Tormed, ' than at the fuppofed treachery. "Having
continued three days in this agitation of mind, *he" at 1dft fent for
the prince, e told him, in the prefence of his Council, that af-
ter all the firuggles of affecion with fulpicion, the lTatter had pre-
vailed ; that he could no longer'behold VMahomnved with an eye of
friendfhip, fhould he even {wear to hisinnocence i the h ly tem-
ple of Mecca ; that the'bond of union and confidence which had
tately fubfifted between them was broken ; and that, inftead of a

fon and a friend, he beheld him in'the light 'of an enemy. *“Itis
therefore neceffary for the peace of both,” continued Suja, “* that
Mahommed fhould depart. Let him take away his wife, with all
the wealth and jewels which belong'to her rank, The treafures of
Suja are open; he may take whatever he 'pleafes.” 'Go.—— An-
rungzcbe fhould thank me'for fending away his {on, before

committed a ‘crime.*

Mahommed, on'this folemn' occafion, could not refrain -from
tears. He felt the injaflice of the reproach ; he admired the mag-
nanimity of “uja; he pitied his misfortunes. But his own condi-
tion was equally deplorable. Heknew the flern rigour of his fa-

6 ther;
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ther; whonever trufted any man twice. He knew that his difficul= A. D. 1654, s i |
e e s S e Hig. 1966, Ay
ty or torgving was t:ci'.leil to his cautien. The prnfp..‘d; was g__*_-inmny T r__J; Iﬁ’!\H

on éither fide. ~ Diftruft and mflery were with Suja, and a prifon |

was the leaft punifhment to be expeled from Aurungzébe, He |

took leave, the next day, of his father<in-law. ‘That prince pre-
fented his daughter with jewels, plate, and money to a great a-
mount; and the unfortunate pair purfued their journey to the.

': camp of Jumla.

Mahommed, accompanied by his fpoufe the daughter of Suja, feized, .
I ) ; ] it

moved flowly toward the camp of Jumla. ' His meclancholy en- {

reafed as he advanced:  but whither could. he fly ?  No: part of

the vaft empire of India was impervious to the arms of Aurung-
zébe:; and hie was not poflefled of the means of efcaping beyond
the limits of his father’s'power. Hewas even afhamed to fhew him-
felf among troops whom he had deferted. Regret fucceeded tofollys

and he fearce conld refleét with patience on- the paft, though the:

£2ir caufe of his misfortunes ftill kept her dominicn over his mind,
] Havine approached within a few miles of the Imperialifls, he fent

to announce his arrival to the vifier. That minilter haftened to re-

[

i ceive him with all the honourg due to his rank. A fquadron with

drawn {words formed around his'tent ; but .they: were his keepers [||
rather than guards. Jumla, the very next day, reccived a packet :
from court; which contained: orders:to fend  Mabhommed, fhould ."
he fall into his hands, under a firang elcort to Delhi. The offi-

cer. who commanded the party was ordered to obey the commands

of the prince; buthe, at the fame time, received infiruciions to
! watch his motions, and ‘to‘prevent his efcape.  When he arrived .

at Agra, hewas confined in the citadel, from whence he was foom: =
after fent to Gualids, where he remained a prifoner to his death. . 1, b
|

Mahommed,
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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

Mahommed, though brave and enterprizing like his father, was
deftitute of his policy and art. Precipitate, full of fire, and 1incon-
fiderate, he was more fitted for alting the part of a partizan-than
of a general; and was therefore lefs-adapted for war than for bat-
tle. Haughty in his temper, yet ealy in his addrefls; an enemy to
cruelty, and an abfolute ftranger to fear. He was daring and ac-
tive on occafions of danger; but he knew his merit, and he
was felf-conceited and haughty. He aferibed to his own decifive
valour the whole fuccefs of his father; and he had been often known
to fay, that he placed Aurungzlbe on the throne when he might
have poffeffed it himfelf. ' Naturally open and generous, he defpi-
fed the duplicity 'of his' father; and difdained power that muft be
preferved by are, «His free/ converfations upon  thefe fubjects
eftranged from him the affe&ions of his father, who feems to have
confefled this merit by his own fears. Iad Mahommed accepted
of the offer of Shaw Jehdn, when. he feized that prince, he had
¢ourage and: adivity fufficient to keep pofleflion of the throne of
the Moguls: /| But he negle@ted the golden opportunity, and thew-
ed his love of fway, when he was not poflefled of any rational
means to acquire the émpire. His misfortunes however were great-
er than his folly. He pafled feven years in-a melancholy prifon at

Gualiir, till death put a period to hisimifery.

Jumla, having {ettled the affairs of the weltern, Bengal, march-
ed with his army toward Dacea. Suja was in no condition to
meet-him: inithe-field; and to attempt to hold out.any place againft
fo great a force; would be to'enfure, by protratting, his own fate:
His refources were now gone. He had but little. money, and he
could have no armys . Men forefaw his inevitable ruin, and they
fhunned his prefence. His appearance to the few . troops, who
had remained near him, was even more terrible than the fight ef an

enemy. . They could not extricate him from misfortune, and they
pitied
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pitied his fate. . He however ftill retained the dignity of his own: A.D. 106,

foul, He was always: cheerful, and full of hopes; his activity

prevented the irkfomenefs of thought.

Hig. 1070s

When: the news of the ap-

proach: of the Imperialifts arrived, he called together his few

friends. -~ He acquainted them with his refolution of flying be=

yond the limits of an empire, in which he had now nothing to ex-

pe& but misfortunes ; and he afked them, Whether they prefer-

red certain mifery with their former lord, to an uncertain pardon

from a new mafter !

To the feeling and generous; misfortune fecures friends. They  driven from

all declared their refolution to follow Suja to whatever part of the

Benga

world he fhould take his flisht.  With fifteen hundred heotle he
o

dizefted - his march from Dacca toward. the frontiersiof Aflim:

Jumla was clofe at his'héels ;. but Suja, having crofled the Baram-

putre; which, ‘running through the kingdom of Aflam, falls into

Bengal, entered the mountains of Rangamati. - Through almoft

impervious woodsy over abrupt rocks, acrofs deep valleys and Head-

long torrents, he continued his flight toward Arracin.’ Hav-

ing madea circuit of near five: hundred miles through the wild

mountains of  Tipperay ‘he entered ‘Arracan’ withva diminithed

retinue, The hardfhips!' whichthe fuftamedinthe march 'were

forgot in the hofpitality of the prince of the country, who re-

ceived ‘him with the'diftim&ion dueito his rank.

Tumlaloft fight of 'the fugitive when he entered’the movntaing

béyond the Baramputre. | He torned his arms againft Cogebir, and

A
1

reduced - that country, with the neighbouring valleys which inter-

fect'the hills of H-:‘.vf{n.p:‘égi. But'Suja, though ‘beyond the reach

of Tumla'sarims, was not beyond his policy.  Theplace of liis re-

treat was known; and threatening
GE

letters from the wvifter, whofe

fame ‘had paffed the ‘mountains of Arracin, raifed terrors in the

mind
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mind of the Raja.  He-thought himfelf unfafe in his natural faft-
nefs; and a {udden coolnefs to Suja appeared in his behaviour,
The wealth of His unfortunate gueft became alfo an obje& for his
avarice. ' Naturally ungenerous; he determined to take advantage
of misfortune; but he muft do it with caution, for fear of oppo=
fing the current of the public opinion. He fent a meflage to'Suja
requiring him to depart from his dominions. The impofibility
of the thing was not admitted 25 un excufe. The Monfoons raged
on the coaft; the hills behind were impaflable, and covered with
{torms. = The violence of the feafon joined ifflue with the unre-
lenting fate of Suja.  The unfeeling prince was obhinate.  Heifl-
fued his commands, ‘becavfe he knew they could . not be obeyed,
Suja fent his {fon to requeft a relpite for a few days. He was ac-
cordingly indulged with ‘a few days; but they oenly brought

accumulated diflrefs.

Many of the adherents of the prince had been: loft in his march;
many, forefeeing his inevitable fate, deferted him after his arrival
at Arracdn. Of fifteen hundred only forty remained;  and thefe
were men of {fome rank, who were refolved to die with their bene-
factor and:lord; : The Sultana, the mother of his children, had
been for fome time dead:. his fecond wife, three daughters, and
two fons compofed his family.. The few days granted by the Raja
were now expired; Suja knew of no refource. To afk a longer
indulgence was in vain; he perceived the ‘intentions of the prince
of Arracin, and he expeéted infilence his fate. A meflage in the
mean time came from the Raja, demanding in marriage the daugh=
ter of Suja. My misfortunes,” faid the prinece, *“ were not
complete, withoutthis infult.  Go tell your mafter, that the race
of Timur, though unfortunate, will never fubmit  to ‘dithonour.
But why does he fearch for a caufe of difpute? His inhuemanity
and avarice arc too obvious to be covered by any pretence. -Let

him

et v
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Kim 'actoan-open part;and-his boldnefs will atone for a portion

ofihisi cfime.?

The Raja was:highly offended at the haughtinef(s of the anfwer
of Suja.  But the people: pitied-the fugitive, and the prince duril
not:openly do an a& of flagrant injuftice. To affaflinate him in
private was dmpoflible, from the vigilance. of his. forty friends.
A public pretence muft -be madé to gain the wealth of Suja, and
to.appeale his enemies by his death. The report-of a confpiracy
againft the Raja, was indufirioufly {pread abroad.. It was affirmed
that Suja had fermed a:defign to mount thethrone of Arracin, by
affaflinating its monarch:, ‘The thing was init{elf imprebable.. How
could aforeigner; with forty adherents, hope torule a'people of a
different religion with themfelves: .. An account of the circum-
Rantes of- the intended revolution was artfully propagated. - The
people 1ot their refpeét for Suja, inchis charadter of an aflaflin., - It
was in- vain he protefted his innocence ; men wwho could give
crédit to fuch-a plot; had too: much weaknels to be:moved by ar=
gument.

The Raja, in a pretended terror, called fuddenly together his
council.  He unfolded to them the: ¢ircumftances of the confpi-
racyy and he afleed their.advice. |'They: were unanimoully of opi-
nipny that:Suja and hisfollowers {thould be immediately {eat away
from the country. ‘The Raja was difappointed in his expeétations ;

1

hethad hoped that death:fhould:be. the ipunithment:of projedted

mitrder; - But the natural hofpitality, of thenobles of rArracan pre-

Ty

vailed over his-views, Heyrhowever, »under the {fan&ion of the

det®rmination ‘of -his: councilyrelolved torexecute this own deligns.
The unfortunate prince, ‘with has famaly and: his. forty friends;
were . apprifed sof  his lintentions. They were encampedion a

narrow plain which lay between a. precipice andia river, which

fuipg - from - Arracin; ¢ falls - into ‘the ‘country of Pegt. At
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cithet end of the plain a pafs was formed between the rock:
and the wiver. Suja, with ‘twenty 'of 'his’ men, poffeffed him=
(elf of one; and his fon with the reft, ftood in the other in
arms. They faw the Raja’s troops advancingy and Suja; -with a:

{imile on his countenance, addrefled his few friends:?

# The battle we arc about to fight is unequal ;- but, inour pre-

fent fitsation, the e niuft be fortunate.  We contend niot now-

for-empire ; nor even for 'lifey but for honour.  It:is net fitting

thiat Suja fhould: dig, witliotit ‘having his arms in- his hands  to-

fubmit tamely to aflaflination, is beneathr the dignity of his fa-
mily‘and former fortune,  But your cafe, my friends, is not yet fo
delperate. You'have no wealth to be feized’s Aurungzébe hasnot
placed a price"upon your heads.” Thoughi.the:Raja'is deftitute of
génerolityy it is not in'human nature to be wantonly truel: You
thay ‘eleape with your'lives, and leave me to my fate.. | There is
one, however, who muft remain with Sujas “My fon isdinvolved

with me in‘my adverfe fortune ; hisvcrime’is inchis bloods "To-
fpare his life, would. deprive the Raja -of half-his reward: from .

Aurungztbe for procuring my: death.”

Hisfriends were filent; but they burft into-tears:: They: toek.
their poftsy and prepared themfelves to receive with their fwords
the troops-of"the ‘Raja.| The unfortunate: women remained -in
theiritent, in:dreadful fufpences ‘till irouzed by the clathing’ of®
arms,; they rufhed forthi'with difhevelledrhairs: The men behaved
with that elevated-courage which is! #aifed by -misfortune in:the
extreme. They twice repulied the enemy, who, afraid of their
{words, begansto galb-them with arrows from aidiftance;- The
greateft part-of the friends of Suja were at/length either flain.or

wounded. v Hehimielf ftill food undaunted; and defended the paft -

againft the cowardly troops of Arracan: | "Fheydurft not approach
hand to hand ; and their miffive weapons flew wide. of their aim.

The.
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"The officer who commanded -the party, fedt in, the! mean tune
fome of His foldiers, to the top of:the -precipice, to roll down
flones on the prifce and his gallant friends. One fell on the
fhoulder of Suja; and he funkdown, being ftunned with the pain,
The enemy took advantage of his fall. They rufhed forward,
difarnyed and bound him.

He was hurried into a canoe which lay ready on the river. The
officer told him, that his orders were to fend him down the fiream
to Pegfi. Two of his friends threw themfelves! into the. canoe,
as they were pufhing it away from the bank. | The wife and. the
daughters of Suja, with cries; which: reached heaven, threw thems
felves headlong into the xiver.  They were,- however, brought
athore by the Toldiers;; and carried away, together with.the {fon of
Suja, who was wounded, to the Raja’s palace. . The prince, fad
and defblate, beheld their diftrefs ; and, in his {orrow, heeded not
his own approaching fate,” They had now rowed to the middle
of 'the ftream ; but his eyes were turned toward the fhore, . The
rowers, according to their inftru@ions from the critcl Raja, drew
a large plug from the bottom of the canoe; and throwing thems
felves into the river, were taken up by another canoe which had
followed them ' for that purpofe:! The. canoe was inflantly filled
with water. ~The unfortunate prince ‘and his-two friecnds betook
thernfelves to fwimming. o They followed the other canoe ; but fthe
haftened tothe fhore.  Theriver wasbroad 5 and-at.lalt, worn out
with fatigae; Suja refighed ! himfelf fovdeath.! [ His two faithful
friends atithe fame inftant difappearéd-in thefréams

Pidra-Bani, ‘the favouritey the only wife of Buja,: was{o famed
for het wit and beauty, that many fongsoin -her ipraife; are fhill
fungein Bengal.  The gracefulnels of het perfon hadl even become

proverbial. When the Raja came to wait upon her ia the haram,
oz fhe
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flie attempted to flab him with a dagger which fhe had concealed.

She, however, was difarmed ; and perceiving that {he was deflined
for the arms of the murderer of her 'lord, in the madnels. of

LYE . LD TP S S B Ma diehrred hier heantiful face ‘weitl
grief, rage and delpair, 1hc dishgured her -beauftful race wWith
Ler own hands; and at laft found with {ad difficulty a cruel

death, by dafhing her head againft a ftone.  The three daughters

of Suja ftill remained; two of them found mecans by poifon to
put an end to thei grief,” The third was married to the Raja;
but the: did not long furvive what fhe reckoned an indelible. dif-
grace on'the family of Timuar. . The fon ot Suja, who had de-
fended himfelf to the laft, was at length overpowered, by means
of ftones rolled down-upon him from the rock. .\ He wwas: carried
to-the Raja’y and foon after; with his infant brother, fell a viim,

by a‘cruel 'death, to the jealoufy of ‘that pringe.

Such was' the melancholy end of 'Suja; and of' .all his’ fa~
mily 3 a prince not lels unfortunate than Darsa, though{of better
abilities to ‘oppole his fate. 'He was bold and intrepid:in’a@ion;
and far from ‘being deftitute “of ‘addrefs. . His rperfonal: courage
tras preat; and ke was even a ftranger! topolitical fears Haddie;
at the commencementiof:the war, been:poflefied: of -tfoops equal
in: ‘valour to thofe  of his brother, we might ptebably Lave the
misfortunes of Aurungzébe, and not thofe of Suja, to relate; Bt
the efeminate natives of Bengal failed him 1o all has efforts. s, Per=
fonal courage in a.g¢ 1eralyaflumes: the appearance. of féar with
a cotwvardly army.  [When Suja prevatled; the merit yas his oway;
when he failed; it was the fault of his afmy. .No. prince was
ever more beloved than Sujas he never did a cruel;, never an in-
humane aftionsduring his life.. Misfortuney and; evan ‘death it~
felf, counldnot depuive: him . of all his; friends; and though;his

fite was not kdown in Hindoftan fordome yéars. afien. his. death,

when it was heard, it filled every eye with. tears,
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