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I was carried bn mthe'extremity
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"_!_'l_q‘ H E war with 'Suja, wh

of the empire, neither .diftusbed tlie repole ‘of Aurung-
26be, nor diverted His attention from the'civil affairs of the flate.
Impartial and, decifive in his mea Tires, he was even' acknc
to be a good -prince, by thofs who récognized not his
the throne s and 'men began to! wonder, how “he, who

jult, could be fo eruel. The people foffered little by thelavil war.,
The damage done'by: the marcling and countér=mirchigg of
armiles, was paid out of the public & exack difeipline
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THE HISTORY ‘OF HINDOSTAN.

ment of treafon to thofé who fupported a competitor with ‘thei
fwords ; and, what is fcarce credible, not one man beyond the
family of Timur, was either aflfaflinated in private, or flain by the
hands of public juftice, during a civil war, fo long, Io bloody, and

fo warious in 1ts events.
1

The emperor accuftomed to buliefs, in his long government of
various provinces, was well acquainted with the whole detail
of public affairs. . Nothing was {o minute as to efcape his no-
tice. - He knew: that-the power and -conflequence of the prince
depended upon the . profperity and happinefs of the people;, and
he was even from {klfith views an: enemy. to oppreflion, and an
encourager 'of -agriculture and commercial: induftry.  He efta-
blifhed a perfed {fecurity of property over all:his dominions. - The
forms of juftice were made lefs intricate, and more expeditious
than under former reigns.. To corrupt a judge was rendered for
the firft time 2 crime. - The fees paid in the courts. of judicatare
were afcertained: with accuracy and preeifion; and a delay in the
execution of juftice, fubjeCted the judge to the payment of the lofs
fuftained by the party aggrieved.

"The courfe of appeals from inferior to fuperior courts was unin-
terrupted and free; but to'prevent a wanton exertion of this pri-
vilege, the appellant was. {everely fined, when his complaint
againft a judgment was found frivelous and ill<founded. “The
diftributers of public juftice, when their decrees were reverfed,
could not always fcreen themfelves under a pretended error in
judgment. Should the matter appear clear, they were turned
out of their offices, as {wayed by partiality or bribery. Aurung-
z¢be, foon after his acceflion to the throne, eftablifhed a prece-
dent of this kind, An appeal came before him in the prefence
of the nobles. The decifion had been unjuft. He fent for the
judge, and told him in public, * This matter 1s clear and ob-
vious;
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viois ; if you have no abilities to perceive it i that light, you
are unfit for your place, as a weak man ; if you fuffered yourfelf
to be overcome by prefents, you,are an unjuft man, and there-
fore unworthy of your office.’” Having thus reprimanded. the
judge; he divefted him of his employment,. and. difmiffed him
with ignominy from his prefence.

But this is the fair fide of the charaéter of Aurunpzébe, Dark
and determined in his policy; he brokethrough every reftraint to
accomplifh his defigns. He pointed inadire&t lineto the goal of
ambitién; and he cared not by what means he removed whatever
obje& obftrutted his way. - He either lselicvcd that: morality was
inconfiftént with the greattraf of government; ror, he-adted -as

if T he believed it: ‘and ‘he fometimes defcended finto:as vieious:

meannefs,” which threw difcredit on his:abilities, as well ‘as npon
his' honefty.” e held the cloke of religion between' his: aétions
nd thevalgary and impiouflly thanked the Divinity for a Tuccefs
which Heéldwed o higiownwickednefs: © Whenhe:was murs
dering and’ perfecuting his ‘brothers and their families, he was
building a‘magnificent mofque at Delhi; as an offering 'to1God
for_his affiftance to him in the civil warse He a&ed as high-
pricit at the confecration of this temple; and made a practice
of attending divine fervice there, in the humblié drefs of a-Fakier.
But when he lifted one hand to the Divinity, he, with the other,
figned warrants forthe aflaffination of his relations.

During the civil wars which convulled the empire, all remained
quict in- the Decan, The prudent management of Mahommed
Mauzim, the fecond fon of Aurungzébe, prevented the lately

conquered provinces from fhaking off” the yoke, ~That prince,-

with a great fhare of his father’s abilities, exceeded” h¥m if pofs
fible in coolnefs and felf-denial.  He knew the ftern jealoufy of
the
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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

the emperor § and he rather affedted the humility of a{lave; than
the ‘manly confidénce iofi a fon.  Hei was- no ftranger-to the:facis
lity with iwhich his father could facrifice everyrthing toohis sdwn
{fecurity 3 and he looked upon'him as-anenemy whoisvatchedrhis

notions,s more’ than inothe “hght-of a  parentiiwho iwould grant

o |

" indulgences for errors. le knew-that; the beft: means for ipres

venting ‘the fufpicions of  Aurungztbe, wds to copy his ‘own art.
He! affe@edoto dove bulinefs: hewas-humble and: {€lf-denied in

hissprofeflions, deftitute: of -prefumption; and Tull of «devotion;

Aurungzébe; whofe 'penetrating, ‘eye faw fome deflign lurking
invfecret behind the condult of Mavzims indinuated to that prince
thit to reign ‘was 'a- delicater fituation ; itharfovereirns’ multsbe
jéalous evenrof ‘theirown thadows; and, as for Mmelfhe was
refolved never to become. afacrifice to the;smbition of a-fon ssiiau
zim "knew the intention’ of the {peech, but he fcemed not. to
underitand it ;  andrhe:redoubled-his:atiéntion to-thofe arts which
had already; ina great meafuré;r lulled afleep the watchful fufpi-
cions:af hisifather.. « Heiremitted-therevenug to the capital; with
great regularity. and :precilion. - Heupradhifed, sin his expences;
the ceconomiy and’ frugalitywwhich his fatherloved. In appear=
ande, andieven perhaps from conflitution; an ¢nemy to effentinate
pleafures,  witheut!:vanity enougheofor pomp and 'magnificence;
his‘courtfeemed likethereell of a liermir, who grudged-to'others
tlie induleénces for which he hadnotafte himfelfs -+ Adl thigiarg
however,  prevailed not withh Aurumgzébe to continue him i his

viceroyfhip®f the Decant "He kitew, from his own experieritce

how dangerous ibis'to continue the government of a'rich pro-
vinee, long in'the hands of a’prince of ‘abilities.  He, therefore,
recalled ‘Mauzint €6 court, "and gave His ‘high-office ‘to -Shaifta

Chan.
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The attention of ' Aurungzébe turned from Bengal to another
guarter, upon receiving certain intelligence of the flight of Suja

to Arracin. - Solimédn ftill remained inclofed in the mountains of againt Sol

Serinagur, under the protection of the Raja. The emperor did

‘not think himfelf firmly fixed on the throne, whillt any of the

family of Dara remained out of his hands.” He applied through
Joy Singh, who, from being of the fame religion with the Raja,
had great influence over him, to the prince of Serinagur. He
tempted his avarice, and he wrought upon his fears. - The Raja,
being averfe to be thought difhonourable, hefitated contrary to
the bias of his paflions. He, however, connived at an invafion
of his country to reconcile his people, by an appearance of ne-
ceflity to the delivering up of the prince. The troops, who enters
ed his country with pretended hoftilities, carried to him the price

fet upon the head of Selimédn.

The unfortunate youth, being apprized of his danger, fled
over the frightful mountains which feparate Serinagur from
Tibet. Three friends accompanied him in this impracticable at-
tempt. The fides of thefe mountains are covered with impervi-
ous forefls, the haunts of beafts of prey; on their top dwells a
perpetual form.. Rapid rivers and impaflable torrents occupy
the vallies ; except where fome brufhwood here and there hides
dangerous and venomous fnakes, It was then the rainy feafon;
and mift and darknefs covered the defart with additional horror.
The unhappy fugitives, not daring to trult any guide, loft their
way.  When they thought themfelves on the borders of Tibet,
they were again within fight of Serinagur. Worn out with fa-
tigue, they took fhelter under a rock, where they:-were difcover-
ed by a fhepherd, who gave them fome refteflhment, but at the

fame time informed the Raja of what he had feen. That chief
fent his fon with a party to feize Solimén. The prince was

Vor. IIL & x alleep
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THE HISTORY ‘OF HINDOSTEAN.

alleep.when they arrived in.fight;.but he was rouzed by one.of his
three friends who kept the watch. [ They, tookte their.arms,. ‘The

young, Raja plied them with arrews from a diflance, and twe of

[ ]
the prince’s companions were flain. . He. himielf, was wounded;
He fell under (this unequal -mede. of .attack ;. and was+broughs

bound into the prefence of the Raja.

fa—
"

I'hat prince began 4o excule his breach. of holpitahty by, pub-

i o

lig necethity, FHe diminifhed the independence of his.own fitna-
uon, and.magnified the power of Aurungzébe; ¢ To feize an

A

unfortunate. fugitive,” faid. Solimdn, * is a_crime; but;it isjag=

gravated, by the infult of making an apology, for what Eeaven and

mankind abhor. . Take your reward for my life 3 it alleviates the

sfortynes, 'of my [tuation, that now .l owe you,nothing-for the

which you exhibited upen my. arrival in your: do-

¥ 3

inions. He turned his eved in filence to the ground ; and,

without a_murmury, perntitted himfelf to be carried prifoner: to
Delhi. . The emperor affected to be difpleafed,; that the unhappy
prince had fallen.into his hands, 'To leave him at large was im-
pollible ; and even the walls. of a, prifon were nota fufficient fe-
curity, againit the deligns which the difaffeted might form in his
fayour, Fle ordered him to' be brought into the hall of aundi~
ence, in the prefence of, all the nobles; even the chief ladies of
the haram were indulged with a fight of a young prince, as fa-

mous for his exploits, as for his misfortunes.

When he had entered the outer-gate of the palace, the chains
were {truck off {rom his fect; but the fetters of gold. were left
upon his hands.  The whole court were ftruck with -the ftately
gracefulnefs of his, perfon ;. they were touched with grief at his
melancholy fate.  Many of the nobles could not refrain from
tears ; the ladies of the haram weeped aloud behind the fereens,

E%en
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Eyen! the heart of /Aurungzébe began to relent; and a' placid an-
tiety feemied to wander over his face. ‘Solimin 'remained filent,
with“his eyes fixed on the ' ground. * Fear nothing, ‘Solimfn
Shekd, "{ard the emperor; ““Iram not cruel, but cautious. Your

father fell'as a man del

titute of all religion ;' but you {hall be
treated welll” . The: prince bowed hisihead ; and then raifed his
hands as high as his fetters would permit, according to the cul=
tom in the Imperial prefence. « He then addreffed himfelf to the
emperor. ‘“If my death is neceffary for the fafety of Aurung-
zébe, let me prefently die, for I am reconciled to my fate.. But
let mé not linger in prifon; to languifth away, by degrees, by the
means of draughts, which deprive the mind of reafon, when they
enfeehle the bt:-tl}-'." This allnded to an infufion of poppy, which
the imprifoned prifices were forced to drink in Gualidr, It ema-
ciated’ them ' exceedingly, their fitength and underftanding left
them by degrees, they became torpid and infenfible, #ill they were
4t 1aft relieved by death. 'The emperor defired him to reft{atisfied
that ‘o defign ‘was entertained againft his life.” He was fent
that very night to Agra, “and foon after ordered to ' Gualidr; 'with
the prince Mahommied, the emperor’s-eldeft fon.

The impfifonment of Solimdn’put an énd to the fears of Au-
rimgzébe, - Hefound himfelf firmly feated ‘on’ the throne; and
mankind svere udwilling to diftbrb ‘the tranguillity which they
énjoyed under his prudent adminiftration.” " Peace prevailed all
over the empire.. The moft diftant and inaccelhible provincds
Liecame pervious:ito his/authority. He extinguifhed paity, by re-
tiining melappearance of revenge againft thole who had’ oppofed

" T7 1 e % i L D, R TR O i e -
15 L-‘L-‘_"-.-';‘._':Ia}l'.l. He made '|_1':{'_'H1:;' of higienemies oy conrernng Lpoil

them favours: and he fecured the faith of his friends by repof-

ing: in themihis. confidence.. '} uring ftates, who'had

.|
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the right which Aurungzibe had acquired by his fortune and ad-
deefs. . An _ambaflador arrived from Shaw Abas the Second of
Perfia, to felicitate him on his acceflion to the throne; and he
was followed by another from Suja king of the weftern Tartary.
The emperor’s pride was flattered by the acquielcence of thefe
two powerful monarchs, in his title to the crown. "He received
their reprefentatives with unufual pomp ; and at the fame time
that he gratified the princes with magnificent prefents, he enrich=
e¢d the ambafladors with yery confiderable fums of money.

The folly of, the prince Mahommed had totally efiranged from
him the affe@ions of his father: his obftinacy and daring difpofi-
tion had rendered him an-objeét of terror to the provident mind
of Aurungzéhe.  That monarch had refolved to keep: him ‘al-
ways a clofe prifoner in Gualidr : he, however, allowed him a
houfehold, .and the company of women. This humane  treat-
ment had raifed the hopes of the prince of being fpeedily releafed,
He wrate ta his father penitential letters; but they produced
no anfwer. Mahommed, in the vigour of his own mind, had a
crime which could not be forgiven., Mauzim the fecond fon,
took advantage of his brother’s misfortune.  He redoubled his
attention .to his father’s orders; and feemed to obey. with fo
much humility, that he eradicated all fears of wifhing to com~
mand from his {ufpicious mind. To cut off the hopes of Ma-
hommed;, as well as-to fecure the affetions. of Mauzim, the lats
ter was_publicly declared heir of the empire, and his name chang-
ed to that of Shaw Allum, or; King of the;World. A fon was
foon after born to that prince ; and his birth was celebrated with
uncommon- {plendour and feftivity. |

{n the midft of this public joy, the news of a dreadful calamity
was received at court, A prodigious famine; ogeafioned by the

uncommon
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uncommon’ drought ‘of the feafon which burnt up ‘the harveft,
prevailed in differént patts of India. The emperor exerted him-
felf with a humanity unfuitable to his behaviour toward his own

- family, to alleviate the diftrefs of his fubjefts.  He remitted the

taxes that were due; he employed thofe already collected in the
purchafe of corn, which was diftributed among the poorer fort.
He even expended immenfe fums out of the treafury, in'convey-=

g grain by land as well as by water into 'the interior provinces,
5 from Béngal and the countries ‘which lie on'the five branches of
the Indus, as having fuffered lefs on account of the great rivers
| by which ‘they are watered. ' The graint{o conveyed was pur-
chafedy at:any price;with the public money; ‘and ‘it~ was /re-
foldratralvery; moderate rate.o The poorer fort 'were: fupplied,
at fixed places, with 4 certain quantity; without any confideration
whatever.. The a@ivity'of the emperor, and his wife" regulations,
carried " relief through every corner of his dominions.,” "Whole
.I provinces were delivered from impending deflrution’ ‘and many
millions of lives were faved.

This humane attention to the fafety of his fubjects obliterated
from theirminds all obje@ions to ‘his former conduét. "“He even
began’to’be’ virtuolis: " The ambition” which made him wade
through blood to the ‘throne, inclined him to'the purfuit of fame,
which can only”be acquired by virtue. “ No man,” obferves a
Perfian' authior; © is'a tyrant for the fake of evil. " Paffion' per-

e e R . A e T S Sz

verty! the judgment, a wrong judgment begets oppofition,  and
oppofition is the caufe 'of cruelty, bloodfhed, and ¢ivil war. When
all oppolition 18 conquered, the fword of vengeance is fheathed,
and the deftroyer of mankind becomes the guardian of the human
fpecies.” Such are the refleCtions of a writer, who publifhed the
hiftory: “of  Aurungzeébe in the heart of his court; and that they
were juft, appears from ‘his having the bolduefs to make them.
To
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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

To alleviate the ealamity 'which had fallen on the people, was
the principaly if not the fole bufinefs of the emperor during, the
third year of his reign. 'A favourable feafon fucceeded to “his

care; and the empire foon wore its former face of profperity.

In the month of September of the year 1661, the news of theg
breaking out of a war on the frontiers of the Decan, was brouglit ta
Aursngzébe. The Tmiperial governor; Shaifta Chan, irritated at the
depredatory incurfions of the!fubje&s ‘of Sewdji, prince of Cokin ot
Contan, on the coaft: of ‘Malabdr, led an army? into: his: country,
Sewiji, unable to'cope with the Impenialifts in the fheld, retired
into the heart of his:dominions to levy troops; and Jeft his fron-
tier towns expofed. -They fell, one by one, before the power of
Shaifta, ‘and that lord at length fat down . before-Chagna, one of
the principal places, both for confequence and firength,in the
provinee of Coékin. It was fituated on a high rock; fiecp and
inacceflible on every fide. The utmolt- efforts of Shaifta were
bafled. ‘He had made breaches in the parapet, on the edge of the
rock, 'but'he could not afcend with an affault.: When he at-
tempted 'to apply fcaling laddérs, 'the befieged rolled down huge
flopes uponhim, and crufhed 'whole {quadrons of his troops.  To
raife- the:fiege would bring' difgrace; ‘to take the place feemed

now impoflible.

Shaiftd, iin the ‘mean time, fell upen an ingenicus:contrivankce,
which produced the defired effect. . A -hill rofe, at fome diftance
from the fort's from thetop of ‘which, every thing which' pafled
within the 'walls could be feen through a {py-glafs. © The captain-
general {lood frequently.on this hill to reconpoitre the place; He
obferved that, at a certain hour every day, the garrifon was ﬁ.lp-—
plied with ammunition from a-magazingin the center of the
fort.; He bad ‘mo mortarsin his train; .it baving been found

7 - impoffible
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impoflible {to carryr themacrofs;the immienfe fidge of mountains

which {eparate. the Decan froox!(Malabir. 1 Hey s howevery - fell

(. ) 1 . A e .o r
upon an effeual i_'xl'ni‘{h-;‘m. EFhe wrind :bhlowis 1 frefh from! the

hil lupon s the ‘town, heletfly a ‘paper~kite; 'which concealed a

blind match, ' at the very inftant:that the garrifon’ was [u

il
ing: themfelves  with. powder from the magaziné, He per-

mitted it to diop 1;1 the ‘midf¥; by an‘accident the match fell

A1k

upon’ fome powder which happened -to hc firewed around.  The

fire LJ-.F."I‘.-'TI-{HI!I:".‘-.-._'Ll with the magdzine; and the whole went off

with 4 dreadful explofion, which fhook the country, threw down

&1

the' greateft part of 'the fort, and buried the moft of the parrifon

m’ the ruing, '‘The Mogiils afcended ‘in the confufion; and thofe

who had elcaped the fhock, fell by the fword.

The emperor was, fo.much pleafed with the expedition of The Marajz

fent
Shaifta .into Malak

r, that he.refolved to reinforce him to.com-

plete the ‘1|‘|n|1-:_11 of Cékin., The Maraja, who, for his defertionof
Dara, had been placed in the government of Guzerat, was ordered

tomarch to join Shaifta with twenty thoufand horfe. That prince,
fond of the adhivity and tumult of expedition, obeyed the Impes
rial mandate without hefitation. | He arrived in the camp before
the news of his march had reached.the captain-general. Be~

ing naturally haughty and violent, he difa ;]'-m'.u of Shaifta’s

mode of carrying on the war. He pretended that he was fent tg
alift him with his counfel as well as with his jarms; and

that he was refolved, af he did not alter his plan, to complete
the conquelt of Cokin with, his own troops. . Shailta would. re-
linquith no part of hig power. e commanded him upon his
allegiance to obey. . The Maraja was provoked. beyond mea-
{fure, .at.a _treatment humiliating to his pride. He thwarted
privately the meafures of the captain-general ; and that lord be~
gan to exercife over hum all the rigour of authority.,

T‘. .
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The Maraja, whofe honour was not proof againft his more
violent paflions, formed a plot againft Shaifta’'s life. = The
nobles of the firft rank are permitted, by the patent of their crea-
tion, to have, among their other marks of dignity, a band of
mufic, confifting of drums, fifes, trumpets, cymbals, and other
warlike inftruments.  Thele have an apartment over the gates of
their palaces in cities, in the camp a tent near that of their lord,
1safligned to them ; where they relieve one another, and play, when
not prohibited, night and day. The Maraja, under a pretence
that the captain-general was much pleafed with their muhic, fent
them one night a prefent of five hundred roupees,in their mafter’s
name ; and commanded them, to continue to play till next morn-
ing. They accordingly ftruck up after {fupper; and made a prodi-
gious noife.  Shaifta, not averfe to muiic, took no notice of this

uncommon attention in his band.

When the camp became filent toward midnight, the Maraja,
who, having a correfpondence with Sewiji, had admitted a fmall
party of the enemy into the camp, ordered them to fteal, unper-
ceived, into the quarter of the captain-general. They, accordingly,
paffed the guards, and, cutting their way through the fcreens
which furrounded the tents of Shaifta, entered that in which he
flept. They fearched in the dark for his bed. He awakened.
Alarmed at their whifpering, he ftarted and feized a lance, which
was the firft weapon that met his hand. He, at that inftant, re-
ceived a blow with a fivord, which cut off three of his fingers,
and obliged him to drop the lance. He called out aloud to the
guards; but the noile of the mulic drowned his voice, He
groped for the weapon ; and with it defended his head from their
fwords. His fon, who flept in the next tent, alarmed by the
noife, rufhed in with a lighted torch in his hand. The father
and fon fell then upon the affaffins. Murderers are always
cowards. They fled; but the fon of Shaifta expired of the

wounds
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wounds which hewecgived in_the conflift ;4 and the father humfelf
recovered with much difliculty.

The Maraa, in the mean time, came in {feemine Bl 15
‘he Maraja, in the, mean time, came, in {eeming confternation,

to the quarter of the general. He lamented the accident; and

condefcended to take the command of the army till he thould
recover. + The officers {ufpeGed the prince of the aflaflination;
but he had cut off the channels which could carry home a proof.
Silence prevailed over the camp ; and, though Shaifta was not {lain,
the Maraja pofleffed every advantage which he had expected from
the murder. Aurungzébe, from his perfect knowledge of the
difpofition of the Maraja, was fatisfied of his guilt. © It would not,
however, be either pradent or effeCtual to order him to appear to
anfwer for his erimes’in the prefence ¢ he kiew that his boldneis
was cqual to his wickednels. He, therefore, fupprefled his refent-
ment; and drew a veil on his defigns, to lull the prince into {ecu-
rity. He affe@ted to lament the accident which had befallen. to
hig general ; but he rejoiced that the management of the war had

come into fuch able hands.

When the affairs of Aurungzébe wore the molft promifing
alpet, he was near lofing, by his own death, the erpire which
he had acquired by the murder of his relations. On the twenty=
fifth of May, he fell into a fever. IHis diftemper was fo violent,
that he was almoft deprived of his reafon.. His tongue was {eized

with a palfy; he loft his {peech, and all defpaired of his recovery.

“The people were filents and looked forward for a fudden

revolution, = Intrigues for the empwe commenced. The lords
met in private in their palaces; the court, the haram, were
full of fchemes. It was already whifpered abroad, that he was
actually dead. Some regretted him as an able prince, fome asa
many were of opinion, that Heavenhad interfered in

great general ; m
punifhing
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punifhing his injuftice to his relations. His fifter, the princefs
ofhindra, who had poffeffed his confidence, was thought to conceal
his death till her own plans for the fucceflion of his younger fon

to the throne fhould be ripe for execution,
I

Uncertain and improbable rumours were, in the mean time,
circulated, and fwallowed with avidity by the people. Their af-
fections for the old emperor being ftill entire, they created fiGtions
to flatter their wifhes. . The Maraja, they faid, was in full march
to releale him from confinement. Mohabet, ever averfe to
Aurungzcbe, was on his way with an army for the fame purpofe;
from Cabul ; and had already pafled Lahore. The people of Agra,
they affirmed, were actuated by tumult and commotion; the
garrifon of the citadel was mutinous, and Etabdr, who commanded
in the place, waited only for the news of the death of the new
emperor to open the gates to his ancient lord. Though it was
impoflible that thefe fi€tions could have any probable foundation,
from the fhortnefs of the time; they were received with implicit
faith by a credulous multitude. The very fhopkeepers and
artizans neglected their bufinels for news. They gathered to-
gether in groups; and one continued whifper of important and

incredible events flew over all the ftreets of Delki.

The prince'Shaw Allum was not, in the mean time, idle. Hea
fecretly waited upon many of the nobility, and folicited theis
intereft, with large promifes of gratitude and advantage, in the
event of his father’s demifé. Refhinira, who was belt “ac-
quainted with the intentions of the emperor, infintiated, that
the fucceflion was to fall en  Akbdr, as yet buta boy. Béth
partics averred, however, in public, that at prefent there was'no
occafion for a new prince. Aurungzcbe himfelf, they faid, only
managed the empire during the debility of mind which s illnefs.
6 had
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had brought upon Shaw Jehan. 'That monarch, continued they,

being now recovered, will refume the reins of government; and
difpofe of the fucceflion in favour of any of his pofterity whom he
fhall think worthy of the throne of the Moguls. The people
already believed themfelves under the government of the old
émperor. The nobility entertained no refolution of that kind.
Their acquiefcence under Aurungztbe, had rendered them afraid of
the reftoration of his father. They knew that the Maraja and
Mohébet, who ftill profefled 'themfelves the friends of the latter,
would, in the event of his enlargement, carry all before them ;
and feared the violence of the firlt, as much as they dreaded the

abilities of the fecond.

Etabdr, who commanded the citadel of Agra, feemed now to
have the fate of the empire in his hands. To open the gates to
Shaw Jehin, was to involve all in confufion; though it
might be expected, that from the attachment of the people to
their ancient fovereign, tumult and commotion would foon fub-
fde. Aurungzébe, in the fhort intervals of his exceflive pain,
applied his mind to bufinefs. He gathered the fenfe of the
people from the dark anxiety which covered the features of his
attendants. He called his fon Shaw Allum before him. He de-
fired him to keep himfelf in readinefs in cafe of his death; to
ride poft to Agra, and to take the merit of relealing Shaw Jehin.
¢ Your only hopes of empire, and even the fafety of your perfon,”
{aid he, © will depend upon the gratitude of “your grandfather.
Let not, therefore, any other perfon deprive you of that advan-
tagﬁ-" He then called for pen and ink, and wrote to Etabar, to
keep a firi& watch upon the emperor : As my death is not cer-
tain,” faid Aurungzebe, “ let not your fears perfuade you to truft

to the gratitude of any man.”

@
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The anxiety thewn by the emperor on the occafion, convineed

——— mankind that he thought his own recovery doubtful. ~The lords

of Aurung-

-

Ee,

quitted the palace, and each began to prepare againit the worft events.

He fent, on the fifth day, a fummons to all the nobility to come to

the hall of audience. He ordered himfelf to be carried into the

aflfembly ; and he requefted them, from his bed, to préevent tumults
) 1 i

o A TS

and commotions. A lion,” faid he, alluding to his father, *1

i5
chained up ; and it is not your intereflt to permit him. to break
loofe. He 1s exafperated by real injuries; and he fancies more
than hefeels.” He then called for the great {eal of the empire,
which he had intrufled to the princefs Rofhindra., He ordered it
to be fealed up 1n a filkep bag, with his private fignet, and to be
placed by his fide, His exertion to fpeak to the nobles threw
lhim into a fwoon. They thought him dead. A murmur

around. He, however, recovered humfelf;

by the hand, Day after day he was thus brought into the prefence
of the nobility. All intrignes ceafed at the hopes of his recovery.
On the tenth day of his illnefs, the fever began to leave him,
and, on the thirteenth, though weak, he was apparently out of
danger. The florm that was gathering, {fublided at once. A
ferene calm fucceeded; and people wondered why their minds
had ‘been -agitated  and difcompofed, by the hopes and fears of

revolution and change.

The ficknefs of  Aurangzébe wasproductiveiof  aidifcovery of
importance, 16’ @ monarch of his jealous and provident difpofition.
He found 'that Shaw Allum, whom he had deligned. for, his fuc~
ceflor in the throne, had {liewn mote eagernels in forwarding the
fchemes 'of his own ‘@mbition, than anxiety for the recovery: of
his father.” He'dlfo*foind, from the reception given to thefolici-
tations of the prince by the nobility, that his influence was: teo
inconfiderable to fecure-to him the undifturbed poffeflion of the
empire,
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empire. . His pride was burt by the firft; his prudence penetrated
snto thecanfe of the {econd. | He had long thought the felf=denial
of his fon to be a cloke for fome deep-laid defign; and an acci-
dent had convinced him- of the truth of what he had {ulpetted
before. - Fhe mother of Shaw. Allum was only the daughter of a
petty Raja.  Aurungzébe had, on account of her beauty, taken
her to wife; but the meannefs of her birth had left a kind of
difgrace on her fon in the eyes of the nobles,, who revered the
,

PreTore, 10

high blood of the houfe of Timur. The emperor, t
his youngeft fon, found a remedy apainft the obje@ions of the
nobility to Shaw Allum. ‘That prince was born to Aurungzebe

by the daughter of Shaw Nawiz, of the Imperial houfe of Sefi.

empire, difcovered a great attachment to Akbdr; and even the

= Perfian nobilits

ok - 2 s ] Farvrien oF the
Ya who were numerous in the 1ervice of thc

; preferred him on account of the purity of hus blocd, to

his, brother. The affeft

CLIC

h i WO
of the emperor were alfo in his

favour ; and he now ferioufly endeavoured to pave his way to the

fuccelion.

When the family of Dara had, with theunfortunate prince, fallen
into the hands of ;11];‘13|]g‘_r.i1.':--.:, that monarch had, at the requeft
of his father and the princels Jehandra, delivered over the only
daughter of Dara into their hands. She remained in the prifon at
Agrawith her grandfather. Aurungzcbe, upon his récovery, wrote

a letter, full of profeffions of regard, to hisfather; and he con-

i

cluded it with a formal demand of the daughter of Daxa, forhis

fon! Akbir ; hoping, by that ‘connt ng to-fecure the inflpenee of

- the nobles, . The fierce {pirit, of Shaw

the young prince among
Jehin' took fire; Jehandra’s indignation  arofe. | ‘They, rejetted
the propolition with difdain ; and the old. emperor returned for
anfwery| 'That the infolence of . Aurungzcbe  was equal  to his
crimes: - The young pri:h:l;i'}‘. was, -in the mean time, alarmed.

she
5
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A D.1054. She feared force, where intreaty had not prevailed.” She' con-
s 1 L o

————< -cealed a dageer in her bofom ; and declared, that fhe would fuffer
death a hundred times over, before fhe would give her ‘hand to
the fon of her father's murderer, Shaw Jehdn did not fail to
acquaint Aurungzebe of her refolution, in her own words; and
that prince, with his ufual prudence, defifted from his defipn.

He even took no notice of the harfhnels of his father’s letter.

e ——

He wrote to him, foon after, for fome of the Impeérial jewels, to
adorn his throne. * Let him govern with more juftice,” faid
Shaw Jehén; *for equity and clemency are the only jewels that l
can adorn a throne. I am weary of his avarice. Let me hear no |

gy

more of precious ftones. The hammers are ready which will

crufh them to duft, when he i1mportunes me for them again.”

Aurungzébe received the reproaches of his father with his
prifoned worited coolnefls. He even wrote back to Agra, that *¢ to offend

the emperor was far from being the intention of his dutiful fer-

vant, Let Shaw Jehan keep his jewels,” faid he, nay more,
Iet him command all thofe of Aurungzibe. His amufements
conftitute a part of the happinefs of his fon.” The old emperor
was iltruck with this condu&. He knew it to be feigned; but the
power of hisfon toinforce his requélts gave value tohis moderation.
He accordingly fent to him a prefent of jewels, with a part of the
enligns of Imperial dignity, to the value of two hundred and
hfty thouland pounds. He accompanied' them with a fhort let-
ter: ¢ Take thele, which T am deftined to wear no more. Your {
fortune has prevailed.—But your moderation has more power
than your fortune over Shaw Jchin. Wear them with dignity;

and make fome amends to your f‘umil}f for their misfortunes, by
your own renown.” Aurungzébe burft ‘into tears upon the'ocea-
fion ; and he was thought fincere. The fpoils of Suja were, on
the fame day, prefented at the foot of his throne. His fears be- |
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ing now removed, there was room left for humanity. . He
ordered them from his f{ight, and then retired, in a melancholy

mood, from. the hall of audience,

During thefe tran{actions at court, Shaw Allum was commil-
fioned by his father to take the command of the Imperial army in
the Decan; Shaifla being rendered unfit for that charge by the
wounds which he had received from the aflaflins, armed againit
him by the Maraja. The forwardnefs of the prince in making
a party during his father’s illnefs, adhered to the mind of.
Aurungzébe; but he concealed his fentiments on that {fubject.

There, however, fubfifted a coolnefs, which the accurate obfervers

of human nature could plainly perceive, in the condu&t of the.

emperor ; and his abridging the power and revenue of his {on,
when he appointed. him to the government of the Decan, thewed
that he diftrufted his loyalty. Men, who are willing to {fuppofe
that Aurungzébe facrificed every other paflion to ambition, aflirm,
that he became even carelels about the life of his {fon; and they
relate a ftory to fupport the juftice of the oblervation. A lion
ifluing from a foreft not far diftant from Delhi, did a great deal
of mifchief in the open country. The emperor, 1n an affembly of
the nobles, coolly ordered his fon to bring him. the fkin of
the lion; without permitting him to make the neceflary pre=
parations for this dangerous {pecies of hunung. Shaw Allum,
whofe courage was calimi to his relervednels and moderation,

cheerfully obeyed ; and when the mafter of the huntimen pro-

pofed. to provide him with nets, he faid: “ Noj; Aurungztbe,.

when at my age, feared not to attack any beaft of prey, without
Frihal I}{'L'I“F.l":ll-i'f"?-l"-” He {ucceeded in his attempt ; and brought

the lion’s fkin to his fathex,

The
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The arrival of the prince in the Decan fuperfeded the Maraja,
who, during the illnefs of Shaifla, commanded the army. ke
requefled to be permitted to return to his government of Gu-
zerat; but it had been conferred upon Mohdbet. This lord,

during the troubles which convulfed the empire, remained quiet

in his government of the city and province of Cabul. He re-

tained his loyalty to Shaw Jehén; and executed the duties of his
office in the name of that prince. After the death of Dara, and
the flight of Suja beyond the limits of the empire, he faw an end
to all the hopes of the refloration of his ancient lord. He, thliere-
fore, beganto liften to, the propofals of Aurungzébe, That prince
informed him, that:nftead of being offended at his attachment to
his ancient lord, he was much pleafed with his loyalty. That fiach
honour, condu&, and bravery, as thefe..of Molibet, far from
raifing the jealoufy of the reigning prince, were deemed by him
as valuable acquifitions to his empire ; and that to thew the fince-
rity of his profeflions, he had fent him a commiflion to govern, in
quality of viceroy, the opulent kingdom of Guzerat.
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