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THE JHISTORY -@F JHINDOSTAN,

The education of the natives/of Afia is, confined; thatof young
men of diltinéion always private. . They are thut up in the haram
from infancy till their feventh or eighth year; or, if they are per-
mitted to come abroad, it is only under the care of eunuchs, a race
of men more effeminate than the women whom they euard. Chil-
dren, therefore, imbibe in early youth little female cunning and
diflimuation, with a tinfture of all thofe inferior paflions and
prejudices which are improper for public life. The indolence na-
tural to the climate, is encouraged by example. They loll whole
days on filken fophas; they learn to make nofegays of falfe flow-
ers with tafte, to bathe in rofe-water, to anoint themfelves with
perfumes, whilft the nobler faculties of the foul lofe their vigour,

through want of cultivation.

Princes are permitted, at ten years of age, to appear in the hall
of audience. A tutor attends them, who impofes upon them no
reftraint. They receive little benefit from his inftru€ions, and
they advance frequently into life without having their minds em-
bued with any confiderable knowledge of letters. They are mar-
ried to fome beautiful woman at twelve, and it cannot be fuppofed
that a boy, in poffeflion of fuch an enchanting play-thing as a
young wife, will give much attention to the dry ftudy of gram-
mar. 'The abilities of the princes of the houfe of Timur, it mult
be confelled, extricated, when they advanced in life, their minds
from the effects of this ruinous mode of pafling youth. The moft
of them were men of letters, and given to inquiry; but their at-
tention to the education of their children, could not altogether {u-

perfede the inherent ptejudices of their country.

Shaw Jehdn was extremely anxious in training up his Tons in
all the literature and knowledge of the Eaft. He delivered each of

them into the hands of men of virtue as well as of letters ; he rai-

fed
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{od the tutors to dignities in' the ftate, to imprels awe upon their
pupils, and to induce them to lilten to -their precepts. Au-
rungzébe, however, was not fortunate in his mafter. His penius
flew before the abilities of the teacher; and the latter, to cover his
own ignorance, employed the active mind of the prince in diflicult
and unprofitable ftudies. Being naturally remarkably ferious, he
gave up his whole time to application. The common amulements
of children gave him no pleafure. He was frequently known,
whilft yet he was very young, to retire from the puerile buffoonery
of his attendants, to the dry and difficult ftudy of the Perfian and
Arabic languages. His affiduity prevailed over the dulnefs of his

tutor. and he made a progrefs far beyond his years.
§ .t o} & }

Time had eftablifhed into an almoft indifpenfible duty,. that the

r, with hisaffeflors, the principal judges, was to {it for two

emj
hours every day in the hall of juftice, to hear and decide caufes.
Shaw _]chin, vho took great delight in promoting juftice, frequent-
lv exceeded the ufual tme. Aurungzébe, while yet but twelve
years of age, ftood conftantly near the throne; and he made re-
marks, with uncommon fagacity, upon the merits of the caufes
which were agitated before his father. The emperor feemed high-
ly pleafed at abilities which afterwards ruined his own power.

He often afked the opinion of his fon, for amufement, upon points

of equity, and he frequently pronounced fentence in the very terms .

of Aurungzébe’s decilion.

When he was, in his early youth, appointed to the government

of a prm‘incc, he was obliged, by his office, to imitate, though in

miniature, the mode of the court, ~He had his hall of audience, he
prefided in his court of juflice; he reprefented royalty in all its
forms, except in its pomp and magnificence, to which the. natural
aufterity of his manncrs had rendered him an enemy., He exhi-
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hibited, Tpon every occalion, an utter ‘averfion toflatterers: he
admitted not, into his prefence, men of 'diffolute manners.: The
firlt he thought infulted his judgment, the latter difgraced him as
the guardian of the morality, as well as‘of the property, of the
people.  Mulficians, ‘dancers, and fingers, he banifhed from his
court, as foes to gravity and virtue. Mimits, altors, and buffoons,
he drove from his palace, as an ufelefs raceof men.

T

His drefs was always plain and fimple.. ITe wore, upon fefti-

||

val days only, cloth of gold, adorned with jewels. H

e, however,
changed his drefs twice a-day, being remarkably-cleanly in his per-
fon. When He refe in the morning, he plungtd into the bath,
and then retired for a fhort time to prayers. TReligion fuited the
{ericus turn of his mind; and heat laft became an ‘enthufiaft
through habit, In his youth he never {tirred abroad on Friday;
and fhould he happen to be in the field, or on a hunting patty,
he fafpended all bufinefs and diverlions. Zealous for the faith of
Mahommed, he rewarded profelytes with a liberal hand, though he
did'not chufe to perfecute thofe of different perfualions in matters

of religion.

He carricd his anfterity and regard for morality into the throne.
He made {tri&t laws againft vices of every kind. He was fevere
againft adultery and fornication ; and againft a certain unnatural
crime, he iffued various ediéts. In the adminiftration of juftice, he
was indefatigable, vigilant, and exa&. He fat almoft every day
in judgment, and he chole men of virtus, as well as remarkable for
their knowledge in thelaw, for his afleflors. When the caufe ap-
peared intricate, it was left to the examination of the bench of
judges, in their common and ufual court. They were to report
upon fuch caules as had originated before the throne; and the em-

peror,
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peror; after 'weighng their reafons 'with caution, pronounced

jad rtent, and determined the fuit.

I the courts of the governors of provinces, and'even often on
thie ‘benchies 'on which his!deputies fatin judgment, he kept ipies
upon their conduct. Though' thefe 'were known ‘to exift, their
perfons were ot kmown,  The jprinces, his fons, as well as the
ofliéi ¥iceroys, ‘were in conftant terror 5 nor durflt they exercife
the! lealt degree of roppreflion againft the {ubject, as every thing
found its way toctlieears of the emperor. They were turned out
& theirroffice upow the leaft well-founded complaints and when
they n;*—pcnr:d in/the prelence, the: mature of their crime was put
in writing into their hands. Stript of their eftates and honours,
they were obliged to appear every day at court, as an example to
others s and after beinig punithed for fome time in this manner,
according to the degree of their crime, they were reftored to fa-
vour.; the moft guilty were banifhed for life,

Capital punifhments were almoft totally unknown under Aurung-
zebe. The adherents of his brothers, who contended with him for
the empire, were freely pardoned when they laid down their arms.
When they appeared in his prefence, they were received as new
{fubjects, not as ‘nveterate rebels.  Naturally mild and moderate
through policy; he feemed to forget that they had not been always
his friénds. - When he appeared in public, he clothed his fea-
¢ures with a complacent benignity, which pleafed all.  Thole who
had - trembled at his name, from the fame of his rigid juftice,
when' they faw him, found themfelves at eafe. They could ex=
prefs themfelves, in his prcibncc, with the greatelt freedom and
compofure, ~ His affability gave to® them confidence; and he
foeured to himfelf their efteem by the fri& impartiality of his

decifionss

of jullice.
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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

His long experience in bufinefs, together with the acutenefs

and retentivenels of his mind,; rendered him mafter even of the

detail of the affairs of the empire. He remembered the rents, he -

was thoroughly acquainted with the ufages of every particular
diftrict, He was wont to write down in his pocket-book, every
thing that occurred to him through the day. He formed a {yftem-
atical knowledge of every thing concerning the revenue, from
kis notes, to which, upon every neceflary occaflion, he recurred.
The governors of the provinces, and even the colleGors in the
diftri€ls, when he examined either, on'the flate’of ther refpeiive
departments, were afraid of milreprelentation or ignorance, The
firlt ruined them for ever; the latter turned them out of their
offices.

His public buildings partook of the temper of his own mind.
They were rather ufeful than fplendid. At every ftage, from
Cabul to Aurungabad, from Guzerat to Bengal, through the city
of Agra, he built houfes for the accommodation of travellers.
Thefe were maintained at the publicexpence. They were fupplied
with wood, with utenfils of cookery, with a certain portion of
rice and other provifions. The houfes which his predeceflors had
erected on by-roads, were repaired ; bridges were built on the (mall
rivers ; and boats furnifhed for pafling the large,

In all the prineipal citics of India, the emperor founded uni-
verfities ; in every inferior town he erected {fchools. Maflers,
paid from the treafury, were appointed for the inftru&ion of
youth. Men of known  abilities, honour, and learning, were
appointed to examine into the progrefs which the learners made,
and to prevent indolence and inattention .in the mafters. F‘»"T;Ln}'
houfes for the reception of the poor and maimed were ereGted;
which were endowed with a revenue from the crown. The

emperory in the mean time, colleCted all the books which could
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ke Tound on every fubjesk; and, after ordering many copies of each
to be made, public libraries were formed, for the convenience of
learned men, who had aceels to them at pleafure. He wrote
ofteri to the learned in every corner of his dominions, with his
own hand. - He called them to court; and placed them,according
to their abilities, in offices in the ftate; thofe, who were verfed in
the commentaries on the Coran, were raifed to the dignity of

judges, in the different courts of juftice.

ﬁmrung-f_ibc was agexperienced in war, as he was in the arts of
peace. Though his perfonal courage was almoft unparalleled, he
always endeavoured to conquer more by ftratagem than by force.
To fucceed by art threw honour upon himfelf; to {ubdue by
power acquired to others fame. Such was his coolnefs in ation,
that, at the rifing and fetting fun, the times appointed for prayer,
he never neglected to attend to that duty, though in the midft of
hattle. Devout to excefs, he never engaged in aftion without
prayer; and for every vi&ory, he ordered a day of thankigiving,
and one of feftivity and joy.

'

In the art of writing, Aurungzébe excelléd in an eminent de-
oree. He wrote many letters with his own hand; he correted
always the diction of his {fecretaries, | He never permitted a let-
ter of bufinefs to be difpatched, without critically examining it
himfelf. He was verfed in the Perfian and Arabic; he wrote
the language of his anceftors the Maguls, and all the wvarious
dialects of India. In his diftion he was concife and neérvous;
and he reduced all difpatches to a brevity and precifion, which

prcvcutcd all mifeconftruétion and perplexity.

Though not remarkable for his ftrength of body, he was ex-
remely aétive in the exercifes of the field. Xe was an excellent

archer,

Skill and
con r:!j:".' ity
WAl

Skall in the
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archer, he threw, the lance with grace s and he was fo good a

horfeman, that few men durflt follow him in the chace. He un-

derflood the ufe of fire-arms o well, that he fhot -deer ‘on. fifll
{peed: from his horfe. When he wandered dver the COUntry in
purluit of game, the did not forget the concerns-of the flate. He
¢zamined the nature of; the foil, he enquired: even of common
labourers concerning its produce. - He underftood, and, therefore,
encouraged agriculture. He iflued an edick, that the rents fhould
not be raifed on thofe who, by their induftry, had improved their
farms. - He mentioned, in the edid, that fuch pra&ice was' at
ence unjufk and impolitic; that it chécked: the fpirit of Improve-
ment; and impoverithed the flatex i “And what joy,” faid he,
“¢an: Aupungzthe have in poflefling wealthin the midft of publi

1C
dilteefs i

Though he entertained many women, according to the cullonm
of his country, it was only for' flate.. Hg: contented  himfelf
with his lawful - wives, and -thefe: only in' fuceeflion ;' when one
cither died or becameold. He fpent very little time in the a part-
ments of his women. He rofe every morning at the dawn of
day, -and wentinto the bathing-chamber; whick communicated
with a private chapel, to which he retired for halfan houry to
prayers: . Returnmg into ! his: apartments fromichapel; Hetfsent
half an heur-in reading fome ook of 'devotion ;. and then went

wto.the haram to drefs.: Helertered the chaniher of jullice zene

g : : A e
rally ;about: feven olclock ;. dnd: therefat with the

petitions, and: deeided eaules till:nine. Juflice was ¢hipenicd-in a
fnmary  manner 3 and fewards. and: punithmentsomere: immae=

been alrcady:

diate ; the difputes, which,were not. clear, having

weighed by the judges in their own court.
L= i =]
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The ptople in general had accels into the chamber of juftice ;
and there they had an opportunity of laying their grievances and
diftrefles before their fovereign.  Aurungzébe ordered always
a [um of money to be placed by his fide on the bench ; and he
selieved the neceflitous with his own hand. Large fums were in
this manner expended every day; and, asthe court was opcn
all, the unfortunate found, invariably, a refource in the Imperial
bounty.

The emperor retired at nine to breakfalt; and continued ior
an hour with his family. He then came forth into a balcony,
which faced the great fquare. He fat there to review his ele~
phants, which pafled before him in gorgeous caparifons. He
fometimes amufed himfelf with the battles of tygers and leopards,
fometimes with thofe of gazzelles, elks, and a variety of fero-
cious animals. On particular days, fquadrons of horfe pafled
‘nreview. The fine horfes of his own ftables were alfo brought,
at times, before him, with all their magnificent trappings, mounted
by his grooms, who exhibited various feats of horfemanfhip.
The balcony in which he fat was called THE PLACE OF Prr-
vACY, as it looked from the haram, and the ladies faw every

thing from behind their fereens of gauze.

An hour being fpent at this amufement, the emperor, gene=
& 1 I} &
rally about eleven o'clock;, made his appearance in the great hall
of audience. There all the nobles were ranged before the throne,
tn two lines, according to their digmty.

commanders of armies, Indian princes, and officers, who had re-

Ambafladors, viceroys,

turned from various fervices, were introduced in the following
form : The Meer Hajib, or the lord in waiting, ufhers e ich into
the prefence. At the diftance of twenty yards

from the throne,

1 1 Ty .
bv onc of the mace-

the perfon to be pr{:{l:med is commanded
Vor. 1L 3 F bearers




and creating
the nobles.

The bufinefs
of the morn-

ing,
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bearers to bow three times very low ; raifing his hand each ‘time
from the ground to his forchead. The mace-bearer, at' cach
bow, calls out aloud, that fuch a perfon falutes the EMPEROR OF
THE WoRrLDp., Ie is then led up, between the two lines of the
nobles, to the foot of the fteps which afcend to thé throne ; and
there the fame ceremony is again performed. He then moves
flowly up along the fteps, and, if he is a man of high quality, or
much 1n favour, he is permitted to make his offering to the em-
peror himfelf,” whotouches one of the gold roupees; and ‘it be-
ing laid' down; the'lofil ‘of ‘the privy-purfe reccives the whole.
The emperor fométimes fpeaks to the perlon introduced : when
he does not, the perfon retires, keeping his face toward the {ove-
reign, and performs the {ame ceremonies at the fime places as
hetfore.

The introduction of an officer, when he 15 raifed into the ranlk
of Omrahs; is the fame with that already ‘deferibed.  When 'he
retires:‘from  the fleps of the ‘throne, the' emperor gives his
commands' aloud ito clothe him with a rich drefs, ordering ‘a {um
of money, not exceeding a lack of roupees, to be laid before him.
He is, at'the fame time, prefented with two elephants, one male
and one female, caparifoned, two horfesi with - rich furniture, a
travelling 'bed elegantly decorated; a complete drefs, if once worn
by his . Imperial imajefty the' more honourable, a’ fivord Rudded
with diamorids, a jewel for the frotit' of his tarban. ' The enfigns
of his rankaré alfio-ldid before him ; ‘Bfes, "drums] colours, filver
maces; filverbludgeons, {pedrs- the tails '6f peacacks, filver' filk,
filver ‘dragons, 'withi hisititles engraved, with a parchment ‘con=

taining his patent of dignity, and the Imperial grant of an‘eflare.

The hall of audience in the city of Delhi, was called Chelfit-
toon, or Hall of Forty Pillars, as the name imports. I the

T O
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fquare: which opened to the hall, the cavaliers, or doldiers of
fortune, who wanted to; be employed 1n the Imperial feryice,
prefented themfelves completely armed on horeback, with their
troop of dependents. = The emperor {fometimes reviewed them ;
and, after: they had exhibited their feats of military dexterity
before him, they were received into pay. The Manfebdars, or
the lower rank of nobility, prefented themfelves in another
{quare ; artizans, with their moft curious inventions, occupied a
third, and they were encouraged according. to. the utility and
elegance <of their, work. - The huntfmen. filled a fourth court.
They prefented their game, confifting of every fpecies of ani-

mals and beafts common in the empire.

Aurungztbe, about one o'clock, retired into the Guflel China, nooh, and
or bathing-chamber, into which the great officers of ftate were S
only admitted. There affairs of inferior concern, fuch as the difpo-
fal of offices; were tranfadted. ' At half paft two o’clock, he retired IilH
into the haram to dine.  He fpentan hour at table, and then, in the i
hot feafon, flumbered on a fopha for half an hour, = He generally
appeared at four, in the balcony above the great gate of the palace.
A mob of all kinds of people aflembled there before him 3 {omeito
claim his bounty, others to prefer complaints againft, the officers
of the crown. He retired at {ix, into the chapel to prayers; and,
in half an hour, he entered the Guilel Chéna, into which, -at that
hour, the members of the cabinet were only admitted, , He there
took their advice upon all  the!important and. fecret; affairs of
government ; and from thence orders were iffaed to the various
departments of the flate.; He was.often detained till it was very £
late in this council, as converfation avas mixed with bulinefs ; dil

but about nine, he generally retired into the haram.

¢uch is the manner in which Aurungzcbe commonly pafled Obfervation,
his time; but he was not always regular. He appeared not

3 I a {fome
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fome days in the chamber of juftice ; and other days there was
no public audience. When the particular bufinefs of any de-
partment required extfaordinary attention, that of others was
from neceflity poftponed. Particular days were fet apart for au-

diting the accounts of the officers of the revenue, {ome for re-
viewing the troops; and fome were dedicated to feftivity.
Though Aurungzébe bore all the marks of an enthufiaft in his
private behaviour, he did not flop the progrefs of bufinefs by
many days of thank(giving ; for he often declared, that, without

ufing the means, it were prefumptuous to hope for any benefit
from prayer.
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