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Captain King’s Journal of the T'ranfattions
on returning to the Sandwich Iflands.

CHAP L
Defeription of Karakakooa Bay.—Vaff Concourfe of the
Natives—Power of the Ghiefs over the inferior People,—
Vifit from Koah, a Prief} and i arrior.—The Morai

at Kakooa cﬁ;ﬁ:‘r'.f&aff.—-(fﬁ?'.fmaf:.-‘ss at the Landing of

Captain Cook—Qbfervatories erefed.—Powerful Ope-
ration of the Taboo—Metkod of Jalting Pork in tropical
Glimates.—Saciety of Priefts difcovered. ——Their Hofpi-
tality and Muni Goence,—Receprion of Captain Clook,——
Aptifice of Koab.—Arrival of Terreechoo, King of the
Ifland.~Singular Ceremony.—Vifit from the King.—
Returned by Gaptain Cook,

ARAKAKOOA Bay is fituated on the Weft fide of the
Eg‘ ifland of Owhyhee, in a diflri called Akona. IL is
about a mile in depth, and bounded by two low
points of land, at the diftance of half a league, and bearing
South South Eaft and North North Weit from each other,
Vor, 1II. B On

T LT,

i
January.

e




k3

1770,

J anuary,

BEVOYAGE TO

On the North point, which is flat and barren, flands the
village of Kowrewa ; and in the bottom of the bay, near a
grove of tallcocoa-nut trees, there is another village of a more
confiderable fize, called Kakooa : between them, runs a high
rocky cliff, inacceflible from the fea fhore, On the South
fide, the coalt, for about a mile inland, has a rugged ap-
pearance; beyond which the country rifes with a gradual
alcent, and is overfpread with cultivated inclofures and
groves of cocoa-nut trees, where the habitations of the na-
tives are fcattered in great numbers. The lhore, all round
the bay, is covered with a black coral rock, which makes
the landing very dangerous in rough weather; except at the
village of Kakooa, where there is a fine fandy beach, with
a Msrai, or burying-place, at one extremity, and a {mall
well of freth water, at the other. This bay. appearing to
Captain Cook a proper place to refic the fhips, and lay in an
additional fupply of water and provifions, we moored on the
North fide, about a quarter of a mile from the fhore, Kow-
rowa bearing North Weft

As {foon as the inhabitants perceived our intention of
anchoring in the bay, they came off from the fhore in afto-
nifthing numbers, and exprefled their joy by fingingand thout-

ing, and exhibiting a variety of wild and extravagant geftures,
The fides, the decks, and rigging of both thips were foon
completely covered with them ; and 1 multitude of women
and boys, who had not been able to gct canoes, came {wim-
ming round us in fhoals ; many of whom, not finding room

on board, remained the whole day playing in the warer.
Among the chiefs who came on board the Refolution,
was a young man, called Parcea, whom we {oon perceived
to be a perfon of great authority. On prefenting himfelf to
2 Captain
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Captain Cook, he fold him, that he was Fakanee * to the king
of the ifland, who was at that time engaged on a military
expedition at Mowee, and was expelted to return within
three or four days. A few prefents from Captain Cook
attached him entirely to our interefts, and he became ex-
ceedingly ufeful to us in the management of his country-
men, as we had {oon occafion to experience. For we had
not been long at anchor, when it was obferved that the
Difcovery had fuch a number of people hanging on one
fide, as occafioned her to heel confiderably; and that the
men were unable to keep off the crowds which continued
prefling into her. Captain Cook, being apprehenfive that
fhe might fuffer fome injury, pointed our the danger to
Pareea, who immediately went to their affiftance, cleared
the thip of its incumbrances, and drove away the canoes
that furrounded her,

The authority of the chiefs over the inferior people ap-
peared, from this incident, to be of the moit defpotic kind,
A fimilar inftance of it happened the fame day on board the
Refolution; where the crowd being fo great, as to impede
the neceffary bufinefs of the fhip, we were obliged to have
recourfe to the afliftance of Kancena, another of their chiefs,
who had likewife attached himfelf to Captain Cook. The
inconvenience we laboured under being made known, he
immediately ordered his countrymen to quit the veflel; and
we were not a little furprized to {re them jump overboard,
without a moment’s heflitation ; all except one man, who

loitering behind, and thewing fome unwillingnefs to obeys

AT, -'. - - " ¥ L E 3 g
* We alterward met with feveral others of the Eme denomination »

be an office, or fome dezree of affinity, we could never lears
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Kaneena took him up in his arms, and threw him into the
fea.

Both thefe chiefs were men of ftrong and well-pro-
portioned bodies, and of countenances remarkably pleafing.
Kaneena efpecially, whofe portrait Mr. Webber has drawn,
was one of the fineft men 1 ever faw. He was about fix feet
high, had regular and expreflive features, with lively, dark
eyes; his carriage was eafy, firm, and graceful.

It has been already mentioned, that during our long
cruize off this ifland, the inhabitants had always bchaved
with great fairnefs and honefty in their dealings, and had
not thewn the flighteft propenfity to theft; which appeared
to us the more extraordinary, becaufe thofe with whom ‘we
had hitherto held any intercourfe, were of the lowelt rank,
either fervants or fithermen. We now found the cafe ex-
ceedingly altered. The immenfe crowd of iflanders, which
blocked up every part of the fthips, not only afforded fre-
quent opportunity of pilfering without rifk of difcovery,
but our inferiority in number held forth a profpeét of
efcaping with impunity in cafe of detetion. Another cir-
cumftance, to which we attributed this alteration in therr
behaviour, was the prefence and encouragement of their
chiefs ; for generally tracing the booty into the polleflion
of fome men of confequence, we had the flrongeft reafon
to fufpect that thefe depredations were committed at their
inftigation,

Soon after the Refolution had got into her ftation, our
two friends, Pareea and Kaneena, brought on board a third
chief, named Koah, who, we were told, was a prieft, and
had been, in his youth, a diftinguifhed warrior. He was

a litle
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a little old man, of an emaciated figure; his eyes exceed-
ingly fore and red, and his body covered with a white le-
prous fcurf, the effects of an immoderate ufe of the awva.
Being led into the cabin, he approached Caprain Cook with
great veneration, and threw over his fhoulders a piece of
red cloth, whith he had brought along with him. Then
flepping a few paces back, he made an offering of a {mall
piz, which he held in his hand, whillt he pronounced a
difcourfe thar lafted for a confiderable time. This ceremnony
was frequently repeated during our ilay at Owhyhee, and
appeared to us, from many circumilances, to be a fort of
religious adoration. Their idols we found always arrayed
with red cloth, in the fame manner as was done to Captain
Cook; and a {fmall pig was their ufual offering to the Eazssas,
Their fpeeches, or prayers, were uttered too with a readinefs
and volubility that indicated them to be according to fome
formulary.

When this ceremony was over, Koah dined with Captain
Cook, eating plentifully of what was fet before him; but,
like the reft of the inhabitants of the iflands in thefe
Seas, could fcarcely be prevailed on to tafte a fecond time
our wine or {pirits. In the evening, Captain Cook, attended
by Mr. Bayly and myfelf, accompanied him on fhore. We
landed at the beach, and were received by four men, who
carried wands tipt with dog’s hair, and marched before us,
pronouncing with a loud voice a thort fentence, in which
we could only diftinguifh the word Qrens®*. The crowd,

& Captain Cook generally went by this name amonz{ the n:

tives of Owhyhee ;
but we could never learn itsprecile meaning.

sametimes they it to sn invifible
being, who, they faid, lived in the heavens, We alfo found that it was a title be-
TR A U i e . LY : - gl Eey |
longing to a perlonage of great rank and power in the ifland, who refembles pretey

much the Delai Lama of the Tartars, and the ecclefiaftical emperor of
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-which had been collected on the thore, retired at our ap-

proach ; and not a perfon was to be feen, except a few lying
proftrate on the ground, near the huts of the adjoining
wvillage.

Before T proceed to relate the adoration that was paid to
Captain Cook, and the peculiar ceremonies with which he
was received on this faral ifland, it will be necellary to de-
fcribe the Morai, fituated, as 1 have already mentioned, at
the South fide of the beach at Kakose, It was a {quare {olid
pile of ftones, about forty yards long, twenty broad, and
fourteen in height, The top was ilat, and well paved, and fur-
rounded by a wooden rail, on which were fixed the f{culls of
the captives, facrificed on the death of their chiefs. In the
centre of the area, floed a ruinous old building of wood,
connected with the rail, on each fide, by a flone wall, which
divided the whole fpace into two parts. On the fide next
the country, were five poles, upward of twenty feet high,
fupporting an irregular kind of fcaffold; on the oppofite
fide, toward the fea, flood two fmall houfes, with a covered
communication,

We were conduéted by Koah to the top of this pile by
an eafy afcent, leading from the beach to the North Well
corner of the area. At the entrance; we {aw wo large
wooden images, with features violently diftorted, and 3
long picce of carved wood, of a conical form inverted, rifing
from the top of their heads; the reft was without form, and
wrapped round with red cloth. We were here met by a
rall young man with a long beard, who prefented Captain
Cook to the images, and after chanting a kind of hymn,
in which he was joined by Koah, they led us to that end of
the Morar, where the five poles were fixed. Ar the foot of

them
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them were twelve images ranged in a femicircular form, and
before the middle figure, flood a high ftand or table, exaétly
relembling the #hatta* of Otaheite, on which lay a putrid
hog, and under it pieces of fugar-cane, cocoa-nuts, bread-
fruit, plantains, and fweet potatoes. Koah having placed
the Captain under this ftand, took down the hog, and held
it toward him; and after having a fecond time addrefied
him in a long fpeech, pronounced with much vehemence
and rapidity, ‘he let it fall on the ground, and led him to
the fcaffolding, which they began to climb together, not
without great rifk of falling. At this time we faw, coming
in folemn praceffion, at the entrance of the top of the Morai,
ten men carsying a live hog, and a large piece of red cloth.
Being advanced a few paces, they flopped, and proflrated
themlelves; and Kaireekeea, the young man above-men-
tioned, went to them; and receiving the cloth, carried it
to Koah, who wrapped it round the Captain, and afterward
offered him the hog, which was brought by Kaireekeea with
the fame ceremony.

Whilit Captain Cook was aloft, in this aukward fituation,

fwathed round with red cloth, and with difficulty keeping
his hold amongft the pieces of rotten fcaffolding, Kaireekeea
and Koah began their office, chanting fometimes in concert,
and fometimes alternately. This lafted a confiderable time ;
at length Koah ler the hog drop, when he and the Captain
delcended together. He then led him to the images before
mentioned, and having faid {fomething to each in a fneer-
ing tone, fnapping his fingers at them as he pafled, he
brought him to that in the center, which, from its being

* See Captain Cook’s former Voyage,

covered
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covered with red cloth, appeared to be in greater eftimation
than the reft. Before this figure he proftrated himfelf, and
kiffed ir, defiring Captain Cook to do the fame; who {uffered
himfelf to be direfted by Koah throughout the whole of
this ceremony.

We were now led back into the other divifion of the Morai,
where there was a {pace, ten or twelve feet {fquare, funk
about three feet below the level of the area. Into this we
defcended, and Captain Cook was {feated between two
wooden idols, Koah fupporting one of his arms, whilft I
was defired to fupport the other. At this time, arrived a
fecond proceflion of natives, carrying a baked hog, and a
pudding, {fome bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, and other vege-
tables. When they approached us, Kaireekeea put himielf
at their head, and prefenting the pig to Captain Cocok in
the ufual manner, began the fame Kind of chant as be.
fore, his companions making regular refponfes, We ob-
{erved, that after every refponfe, their parts became gra-
dually fhorter, till, toward the clofe, Kaireekeea’s confifted
of only two or three words, which the reft anfwered by the
word Orono.

When this offering was concluded, which lafted a quarter
of an hour, the natives fat down, fronting us, and began
to cut up the baked hog, to pecl the vegetables, and break
the cocoa-nuts; whillt others employed them/(elves in brew-
ing the ava; which is done, by chewing it in the fame
manner as at the Friendly Iflands. Kaireckeea then took
part of the kerncl of a cocoa-nut, which he chewed, and
wrapping it in a piece of cloth, rubbed with it the Captain’s
face, head, hands, arms, and fhoulders. “The ava was

3 then
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then handed round, and after we had tafted ir, Koah and
Pareca began to pull the flefh of the hog in pieces, and to
put it into our mouths. 1 had no great objection to being
fed by Pareea, who was very cleanly in his perfon ; hL]t

Captain Cook, who was ferved by Koah, recollecting the
putrid hog, could not {fwallow a mor fel; and his reluctance,
as may be fuppofed, was not dunmlihui when the old man,
according to his own mode of civility, had chewed it for
him.

When this laft ceremony was finifhed, which Captain
Cook put an end to as foon as he decently could, we quitted
the Morai, after diftributing amongft the people fome pieces
of iron and other trifles, with which they feemed highly
gratified. The men with wands conduced us to the boats,
repeating the fame words as before. The people again re-
tired, and the few that remained, proftrated themfelves as
we pafled along the thore, We immediately went on 1th~1ij
our minds full of what we had {een, and extremely well
fatisfied with the good difpofitions of our mew friends. The
meaning of the various ceremonies, with which we had
been received, and which, on account of their nos relty and
fingularity, have been related at length, can only be the
fubjet of conjectures, and thofe uncertain and partial:
they were, however, without doubr, expreflive of high re-
{pect on the part of the natives; and, as far as related to
the perfon of Captain Cook, they feemed approaching to
adorarion,

The next morning, I went on fhore with a guard of eight
marines, including the corporal and lieutenant, having or-
ders 1o erect the obfervatory in fuch a firuation as might
beft enable me to {fuperintend and proret the waterers, and
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the other working parties that were to be on fhore. Ag
we were viewing a {pot conveniently fituated for this pur-
pofe, in the middle of the village, Pareea, who was always
ready to-fhew both his power and his good will, offered to
pull down fome houfes that would have obflruced our ob-
fervations. However, we thought it proper to decline this
offer, and fixed on a field of fweet potatoes adjoining to the
Morai, which was readily granted us; and the priefts, to
prevent the intrufion of the natives, immediately confe-
crated. the place, by fixing their wands round the wall by
which it was inclofed,

This fort of religious interdiction they call taboo; a word
we heard often repeated, during our flay amongft thefe
iflanders, and found to be of very powertul and extenfive
operation. A more particular explanation of it will be
given in the general account of thefe iflands, under the
article of religion; at prefent it is only neceflary to obferve,
that it procured us even more privacy than we défired. No
canoes ever prefumed to land near us; the natives fir on
the wall, but none offered to come within the tabsoed fpace,

till he had obtained our permiffion. Bur though the men,

at our requelt, would come acrofs the field with provifions,
yet not all our endeavours could prevail on the women to

approach us. Prefentswere tried, but without effeét - Parcea
and Koah were tempted o bring them, but in vain; we
were invariably anfwered, that the Eatooa and Terreeoboo
(which was the name of their king) would kill them, This
circumftance afforded no fmall matter of amulement to our
friends on board, where the crowds of people, and parti-
cularly of women, that continued to flock thither, obliged
them almoft every hour to clear the veflel, in order to have

OO
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room to do the neceflary duties of the fhip. On thefe OC-
cafions, two or three hundred women were frequently made
to jump into the water at once, where they continued fwim-
ming and playing about, till they could again procure ad-

mittance,

From the 1gth to the 24th, when Pareea and Koah left us
to attend Terreeoboo, who had landed on fome other part
of the ifland, nothing very material happened on board.
The caulkers were fet to work on the fides of the thips, and
e rigging was carefully overhauled and repaired. The
laliing of hogs for fea-ftore was alfo a conftant, and one of
the principal objeéts of Captain Cook’s attention, As the
fuccefs we met with in this experiment, during our prefent
voyage, was much more complete than it had been in any
Ir'urmuruuempt of the fame kind, it may not be improper
to give an account of the detail of the operation.

It has generally been thought impra@icable to cure the
fleth of animals by falting, in tropical climates; the pro-
grefs of putrefaction being fo rapid, as not to allow time
for the falt to take (as they exprefs it) before the meat gets
a taint, which prevents the effect of the pickle. We do not
find that experiments relative to this fubjec have been made
by the navigators of any nation before Captain Cook, In

his firft trials, which were made in 1774, du ing his fecond
voyage to the Pacific Ocean, the fuceefs he met with, tho
very imperfedt, was yet fuflicient to convince himof the error
of the received opinion. As the voyage, in which he
oW engaged, was likely to be protracted a year beyond the

time for which the fhips had been vi¢

ctualled, he was yn ler
the neceflity of providing, by fome fuch m ans, for the
C z tubfiftence
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fubfitence of the crews, or of relinquithing the further
profecution of his difcoveries. He therefore loft no oppor-
tunity of renewing his attempts, and the event anfwered
his moft fanguine expectations.

The hogs, which we made ufe of for this purpofe, were
of various fizes, weighing from four to twelve ftone ¥*. The
time of {laughtering was always in the afternoon ; and as
{oon as the hair was fcalded off, and the entrails removed,
the hog was divided into pieces of four or eight pounds
each. and the bones of the legs and chine taken out; and,
in the larger fort, the ribs alfo. Every piece then being
carefully wiped and examined, and the veins cleared of the
coagulated blood, they were handed to the falters, whilft the
fleth remained ftill warm. After they had been well rub-
bed with falt, they were placed in a heap, on a ftage raifed
in the open air, covered with planks, and prefled with the
heavieft weights we could lay on them. In this fituation
they remained till the next evening, when they were again
well wiped andexamined, and the fufpicious parts takenaway.
They were then put into a tub of firong pickle, where they
were always looked over once or twice a day, and if any
piece had not taken the falr, which was readily difcovered
by the {mell of the pickle, they were immediately taken
out, re-examined, and the found pieces put to frefh pickle.
This, however, after the precautions before ufed, feldom
happened. After fix days, they were taken cut, examined
for the laft ime, and being again flightly prefled, they were
packed in barrels, with a thin layer of falt berween them.
I brought home with me fome barrels of this pork, which
was pickled at Owhyhee in January 1379, and was tafted

|
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by feveral perfons 10 England about Chriftmas 1780, and
found perfectly found and wholefome *

1 {hall now return to ouf rranfactions on fhore at the
obfervatory, where we had not been long fettled, before we
difcovered, 1n cuurn-r:]ghhuurhﬂr}d, the habitations of a fo-
ciety of 131"1-::[15, whofe regular attendance at the Mora: had
excited our curiofity. Their huts ftood round a pond of
water, and were {urrounded by a grove of cocoa-nut trees,
which feparated them from the beach and the relt of the
village, and gave the place an air of religious retirement.
On my acquainting Captain Cook with thefe circumitances,
he refolved to pay them 2 vifir; and as he expected to be
received in the fame manner as before, he brought Mr.
Webber wih him to make a drawing of the ceremony i

On his atrival at the beach, he was conducted to a facred
building called Harre-ng-Orono, or the houfe of Orons, and

{eated before the entrance, at the foot of a wooden idol, of

the fame kind with thofe on the Morai. 1 was here again
made to {fupport one of his arms, and after w rapping him
in red cloth, Kaircckeea, accompanied by twelve priefls,

Gince thelc papers were prepared for the prefs, 1 have been informed by Mr.

¥ ancouver, who was one of my Midfhipmen - the Difeovery, and was afrerward

il

appointed Licutenant of the Martin floop of war, that he tried the method here recom-

inended; botl with Englifh and Spanifh pork, during a cruize on the Spanifh Main, ,

He alfo made the

in the year. 1782, and fucceeded to the utmoft of his expectations.
experiment ut Jamaica with the beef forved by the vidtualling office to the {hips, but
nat with the fime {uccels; which he attributes to the want of the neceffary precautions

- - 1 n N - & v " % .
in killing and handling the bealts 5 to theit being hung up-and opened before th pil

rufficient time to bleed, by which means the blood-vellels were expoled to the
the Hlaod condenfed before it had time to empey itfelf; and to their beine hard driven
and bruifed, He adds, that having himfelf attended to the killing of an ox, which was
carefully taken on board the Adartin, he falted a part of ity which at the end of the
week was found ‘to have taken the falt completely, and e has no doubt would have
kept foramy length of time but the experiment was not tried,
+. See Plate, Number LX..
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made an offering of 2 pig with the ufual folemnities, The
pig was then ftrangled, and a fire being kindled, it was
thrown into the embers, and after the hajr was finged off, it
was again prefented, with a repetition of the chanting, in
the manner before defcribed. The dead pig was then held
for a fhort time under the Captain’s nofe; after which it
was laid, with a Cocoa-nut, at his feet, and the performers
{fat down. The qwa was then brewed, and handed round ;
a fat hog, ready drefled, was brought in ; and we were fed
as before,

During the reft of the time we remained in the bay,
whenever Captain Cook came on fhore, he was attended by
onc of thefe priefts, who went before him, giving notice
that the Orons had landed, and ordering the people to pro-
ftrate themfelves. The fame perfon alfp conilantly accom-
panied him on the water, flanding in the bow of the boat,
with a wand in his hand, and giving notice of his approach
to the natives, who were in ¢anocs, on which they im-
mediately left off paddling, and lay down on their facesrill
he had pafled. Whenever he flopped at the ub]'c]'x';u:;u':.r*
Raireekeea and his brethren immediately made their ap-
pearance with hogs, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruir, &ec. and pre-
fented them with the ufia] folemnities. It was og thele
occafions that fome of the inferior chiefs frequently re-
quefled to be permirted to malke an offering to the Oone,
When this was granted, they prefented the hog themfelyes,
generally with evident marks of fear in their counrenances ;
whilft Kaireekeea and the priefts chanted theip accullomed
hymns.

The civilities of this fociety were not, however, confined
tosmere ceremony and parade. Our party on fhore received

7 from
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from them, every day, a conftant fupply of hogs and vepge-
tables, more than {uflicient for our fubfiftance; and fe-
veral canoes loaded with provifions were fent to the thips
with the fame pundctuality. No return was ever demanded,
or even hinted at in the moft diftant manner. Their prefents
were made with a regularity, more like the dilcharge of a
religious duty, than the effect of mere liberality ; and when
we enquired at whole charge all this munificence was dif-
played, we were told, it was at the expence of a great man
called Kaoo, the chief of the priefts, and grandfather to
Kaireekeea, who was at that time abfent attending the king

of the ifland.

As every thing relating to the charaéer and behaviour
of this people muft be interefting to the reader, on account
of the tragedy that was afterward acted here, it will be
proper to acquaint him, that we had not ;llwn}’s {fo much

reafon to be fausfied with-the condu® of the warrior chiefs

& " - . 2
as with that of the priefts. In all our dealings

the former, we found them fufliciently artentive to

heir own interefts; and befides their habit of flealing,

which may admit of fome excule, from the univerfality of
the practice amonglt the iflanders of thefe feas, they made
11{e AE o s s R x ] o | 3 1 i1 1 1

ulc of other- artihices equally difhonourable. I fhall only

mention one inftance; in which we difcovered, with regrer,
our fricnd Koah to be a party principally concerned. As the
chiefs, who brought us prefents of hogs, were always fent
back handfomely rewarded, we had generally a greater {fup-
ply than we could make ufe of.  On thefe occafions, Koah,
who never failed in his artendance on us, ufed to beg fuch
as we did not want, and they were always given to him, It
one day happened, that a pig was prefented us by a man

wrhing Kimal himielf srntvrmdi e =
wiiom Koah himfelt introduced as a chief, who was de-

firous.
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firous of paying his refpeéts, and we recollected the pig
to be the fame that had been given to Koah juft before.
This leading us to fufpet fome trick, we found, on further
inquiry, the pretended chief to be an ordinary perfon; and
on conneéting this with other circumflances, we had reafon
to fufpect, that it was not the firft time we had been the
dupes of the like impofition.

Things continued in this ftate till the 24th, when we were
a good deal furprized to find that no canoes were fuffered
to put off from the fhore, and that the natives kept clofe to
their houfes. After feveral hours fufpence, we learned that
the bay was tabooed, and all intercourfe with us interdicted, on
account of the arrival of Terrceoboo. As we had not fore-
feen an accident of this fort, the crews of both fhips were
obliged to pafs the day without their ufual fupply of vege-
tables. The next morning, therefore, they endeavoured,
both by threats and promifes, to induce the natives to come
along-fide; and as fome of them were at laft venturing to
put off, a chief was obferved attempting to drive them away.
A mufquet was immediately fired over his head, to make him
defift, which had the defired effect, and refrelhments were
foon after purchafed as ufual. In the afternoon, Terreeoboo
arrived, and vifited the fhips in a private manner, attended
only by one canoe, in which were his wife and children.
He flaid on board till near ten o'clock, when he returned to
the village of Kowrowa,

The next day, about noon, the king, in a large canoe,
artended by two others, fer out from the wvillage, and
paddled toward the fhips in great ftate. Their appearance
was grand and magnificent. In the firft canoe was Ter-
reeoboo and his chiefs, drefled in their rich feathered clokes
and helmers, and armed with long [pears and daggers; in

the
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the fecond, came the venerable Kaoo, the chief of the

17
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priefts, and his brethren, with their idols difplayed on red tee——’

cloth. Thefe idols were buflts of a gigantic fize, made of
wicker-work, and curioufly covered with fmall feathers of
various colours, wrought in the fame manner with their
cloaks. Their eyes were made of lirge pearl oyfters, with
ablack nut fixed in the centre; ‘their mouths were fet with a
double row of the fangs of dogs, and, together with the
reft of their features, were ftrangely diftorted. The third
canoe was filled with hogs and various forts of vegetables.
As they went along, the priefts in the centre canoe fung
their hymns with great folemnity; and after paddling round
the fhips, inftead of going on board, as was expected,
they made toward the fthore at the beach where we were
ftationed *.

As foon as I faw them approaching, I ordered out our
little guard to receive the King; and Captain Cook, perceiv-
ing that he was going on fhore, followed him, and arrived
nearly at the fame time. We conduéted them into the tent,
where they had fcarcely been feated, when the king rofe
up, and in a very graceful manner threw over the Caprain’s
fhoulders the cloak he himfelf wore, put a feathered helmet
upon his head, and a curious fan into his hand. He alfo
fpread at his feet five or fix other cloaks, all exceedingly
beautiful, and of the greateft value. His attendants then
brought four very large hogs, with fugar-canes, cocoa-nuts,
and bread-fruit; and this part of the ceremony was con-
cluded by the king’s exchanging names with Captain Cook,
which, amongft all the iflanders of the Pacific Ocean, is

* This curious ceremony i8 reprefented in the annexed print. ‘The prefents were
made to Captain Coole after he went ondhore,

Vor. III. D clteemed
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"0 Jra9.  elteemed the (trongefl pledge of friendfhip. A proceflion of
| e~ pricils, with a venerable old perfonage at their head, now

appeared, followed by a long train of men leading large
hogs, and others carrying plantains, {weet potatoes, &c.
By the locks and . geltures of Kaireekeea, I immediately
knew .the -old man to be the chief of the priefts before
mentioned, on whofe bounty we had fo long {ubfifted. He
had .a piece of red cloth in his hands, which he wrapped
. round Captain Cook’s fhoulders, and afterward prelented
him with a fmall pig in the ufual form. A feat was then
made for him, next to the king, after which, Kaircekeea
: and his followers began their ceremonies, Kaoo. and the
chiefs joining in the refponies.

I,was {urprized to-fee, in the perfonof this king the fame
b infirm and emaciated old man, that came on board the Refo-
lution when we were off the North Eaft fide of the ifland of
Mowee ; and we foon difcovered amongft his attendants
moft of the perfons who at that time had remained with us
all night. Of this number were the two younger fons
of the king, the eldeft of whom was fixteen years of age,
and his nephew Maiha-Maiha, whom at firft we had fome
difficulty in recolleting, his hair being plaftered over with
a dirty brown pafte and powder, which was no mean height-
ening to the moft favage face I.ever beheld.

As {oon as the formalities of ‘the meeting were over, Cap-
tain Cook carried Terrecoboo, andas many chiefsas the pin-
nace could hold, on board the Refolution. They were re-
ceived with every mark of refpect that could be fthewn them ;
and Captain Cook, in return for the feathered, cloak, put a
linen fhirt on the king, and girt his own hanger round him.
The ancient Kaoo, and about half a dozen more old chiefs,

8 remained
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remained on fhore, and took up their abode at the priells 1775
houfes. During all this time, not a canoc was {feen in H_I_;“_;,
the bay, and the natives cither kept within their huts,

or lay proftrate on the ground. Before the king left the
Refolution, Captain Cook obtained leave for the natives to

come and trade with the fhips as ufual; but the women.

for what reafon we could not learn, ftill continued under the

effe@s of the tabes; that is, were forbidden to flir from

home; or to have any communication with us,

D 2 CHAP,
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