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Tranfattions at Owbybee, [ubfequent to the Death of Cap~
tain Cook.— Gallant Bebaviour of the Licutenant of
Marines.— Dangerous Situation of the Party at the
Morai,— Bravery of one of the Natives. — Confultation
refpelling future Meafures.—Demand of the Bm‘y of
Cw’w’mﬁ Ca.»{ —Lvafive and infidious Condus? 7 of K m‘f?,
and the Chicfs.—Infolent Bebaviour of the Vative
Praomotion rff Officers.— Arrival of 1we Pricfts u-f.-:';ﬂ
Part of the bﬂ.f{lkmﬁff?’ﬂ@?’dﬁ’sﬂ?}' Bebaviour of two
Boys.—Burning .::'f the Village of Kakeon.—Unfortunate
Deffruction of the ﬂ“fsz‘wg; of the Priefls— Recov
¢ f the Bones of Gaprain Cock, ~~Departure from firi.f'dh

.' J'gl"' o J’J‘Lf‘_']

¥ T has been already related, that four of the marines,
A who attended Caprain Cook, were killed by the iflanders
on the fpot. The rcft, with Mr. Phillips, their Licutenaant,
threw themfelves into the water, and efcaped, under cover
of a {mart fire from the boats. On this occafion, a remark.

able inflance of gallant behaviour, and of affecion for his

men, was fhewn by that officer. For he had lcarcely got
into the boat, when, {feeing one of the maz 'ines, who was a
bad {wimmer, fii uggling in the wat cr, and in danger of

being taken Ew the enemy, he immediately jumped into the
fea to his afliftance, tlmh:gh much wounded himfelf; and
; afian

SLG L

1770,

i{"’!-rl..'r
"‘-—l«.—'--_l'

Sunday

I4




A SVOYAGE TO

after receiving a blow on the head from a ftone, which had
nearly ‘fent him to the bottom, he caught the man by the
hair, and brought him fafe oil *

Our people continued for fome time to keep up a conftant
fire from the boats (which, during the whole tranfaltion,
were not more than twenty yards from the land), in order
to afford their unfortunate companions, if any of them
{hould ftill remain alive, an opportunity of efcaping, Thefe
efforts, {ceonded by a few guns, that were fired at the fame
time, from the Refolution, having forced the natives at lafl
to retire, a fmall boat, manned by five of our young mid-
fhipmen, pulled toward the thore, where they faw the bo-
dies, without any figns of life, lying on the ground; but
judging it dangerous to attempt to bring them off, with {o
fmall a force, and their ammunition being nearly expended,
they returned to the fhips, leaving them in pofleilion of the
iflanders, together with ten flands of arms.

As foon as the general.confternation, which the news ot
this calamity occafioned throughout both crews, had a little
{ubfided, their attention was called to our party at the Morai,

# From the annexed plate, the reader will be enabl to form a very clear and

diftinét iden of the fituation of the feveral T.].n:_r-g mentioned in this and the three laft

chapters.  On the fartheft point of land, beyond the thips, to the left, is ftuated the

tain Cook was killed, The pile of ftones, with a

extremity of the plate, reprefents the Morai, where

villame of Fowrowa, where Cap
building on the top, at the other

the obfervatories were -erefled.  Bebind -the grove of cocoa-nut trees, {tood the

cloifters of the pricfts, To the left of -thefe, is part of the village of ‘EKakooa, which

was burat down on the 17the f February:

high ground, above

end of the beach, is the well where we watered. The [teep
the beach, is the:hill from which the natives annoyed the waterers, by rolling down
ftones.

In the fore ground, a native is fwimming on one of the boards, as defcribed inthe
feventh chapier. The canoes, and the general air of the people, are reprefented with

s ;:'.n.".!:r_-ﬂ truth and fdelity,

where
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where the maft and fails were on fhore, with a guard of
only fix marines. It is impoflible for me to defcribe the
emotions of my own mind, during the time thefe tranf-
actions had been carrying on, at the other fide of the bay.
Being at the diftance only of a fhort mile from the village
of Kowrowa, we could fee diftinétly an imimenfe crowd col-
lected on the fpor where Captain Cook had juflt before
landed. We heard the firing of the mufguerry, and could
perceive fome extraordinary buftle and agitation in the mul-
titude. We afterward faw the natives flying, the boats re-
tire from the fhore, and pafling and repafling, in: great
itillnefs, between the fhips. I muft confefs, that my heart
foon mifgave me. Where a life {o dear and valuable was
concerned, it was impoflible not to be alarmed, by appear-
ances both new and threatening. But, befides this, T knew,
thata long and uninterrupted courfe of {fuccefs, in his tran{-
actions with the natives of thefe feas, had given the Caprain
a degree of confidence, that I was always fearful might, at
fome unlueky moment, put him too much off his guard ;
and I now faw all the dangers to which that confidence
might lead, without reeeiving much confolation from con-

fidering the experience that had given rife to it.

My firlt care, on hearing the mufquers fired, was, to afTure
the people, who were affembled in confiderable numbers,
round the wall of our confecrated field, and feemed equally
ata lofs with ourfelves how to account for what they had
feen and heard, that they fhould not be molefted ; and that,

at all events, I was defirous of continuing

3

on peaceable

1

terms with them. We remained in this oflure, till the
boats had returned on board, when Ca ptain Cierke, obferv-
ing, through his telefcope, that we were furrounded by the
natives, and apprchending they meant to attack us, ordered

W
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(WO ':Ew':u'-pmt5'.:".:-5'~‘- to be fired at them. Fortunately thele
ough well aimed, did no milchief, and yet gave
the natives a convincing proof of their power, One of the
balls broke a cocoa-nut tree in the middle, under which a
party of them were fitting  and the other thivered a rock,
that {tood in an exaét line with them. As1 had, jult before,
given them the ftrongeft aflurances of their fatery, I was
exceedingly mortified at this act of hoftility; and, to pre-
vent a repetition of it, immediately difpatc hed a boat to ac-

quaint Caprain Clerke, that, ar prefent, I was on the molt

=

e
friendly terms with the patives; and that, if occafion {hould
hereafrer arife for altering my conduét toward them, I
would hoift a jack, as a fignal for him to afford us all the
afliftance in his power.

We L.'Ii"t_“-.fll._'a'! the return of the boat with the utmoft 1mpa-

tience ; and after remaining a quarter of an hour, unde

the moft torturing anxiety and {ufpence, our fears were at
length confirmed, by the arrival of Mr. Bligh, with orders
to firike the tents as quickly as poflible, and to fend the

fails, that were repairing, on board. Juft at the fame mo-
e

ment, our friend Kaireekeea having alfo received intelli-

1 %

gence of the death of Caprain Cook, from a native, who had
arrived from the other fide of the bay, came to me, with

ejeftion in his countenance, to mquirc,

Qur ficuation was, at this time, extremely critical and im-
portant. Not only our own lives, but the event of the ex-

pctii'il.:!. and the return- of ar leaft one of the {hips, being

involved in the fame common danger. We had the maflt of

the Refolution, and the greareft part of our fails, on fhore

under the protection of only fix marines: their lofs would
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have been irreparable; and though the natives had not as
yet fhewn the fmalleft difpofition to moleft us, yet it was
impoflible to anfwer for the alteration, which the news of
the tranfaétion at Kowrowa might produce. I therefore
thought it prudent to diflemble my belief of the death of
Captain Cook, and to delire Kaireekeea to difcourage the
report; left either the fear of our refentment, or the fuc-
cefsful example of their countrymen, might lead them to
{eize the favourable opportunity, which at this time offered
itfelf, of giving us a fecond blow. At the fame time, I ad-
vifed him to bring old Kaoo, and the reft of the priefts, into
a large houfe that was clofe to the Morai; partly out of
regard to their fafery, in cafe it thould have been found
neceflary to proceed to extremities ; and partly to have him
near us, in order to make ufe of his authority with the
people, :f it could be inftrumental in preferving peace.

Having placed the marines on the top of the Moras, which
formed a ftrong and advantageous poft, and left the com-
mand with Mr. Bligh, giving him the moft pofitive direc-
tions to act entirely on the defenfive, I went on board the
Difcovery, in order to reprefent to Captain Clerke the dan-
gerous fituation of our affairs, As foon as I quitted the
fpot, the natives began to annoy our people with ftones ;
and I had fearcely reached the fhip, before I heard the firing
of the marines. I therefore returned inftantly on thore,
where I found things growing every moment more alarm-

—

and their numbers increafed very faft. 1 could alfo perceive

ing. The natives were arming, and putting on their mats ;

feveral large bodies marching toward us, along the cliff
which feparates the village of Kakooa from the North fide

LISA N

of the bay, where the village of Kowrowa is ficuated.

Vor. 111 1
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They began, at firlt, toattack us with ftones, from behind

the walls of their inclofures, and finding no refiftance on

our part, they {oon grew more daring. A few refolute fel-
lows, having crept along the beach, under cover of the
rocks, {fuddenly made their appearance at the foot of the
Morai, with a defign, as it feemed, of fi rming it on the
hide next fea, which was its only acceflible parr; and
WEre 1 i l.:iil. '.- ¥ l | |.!|.l... -I..x :I !. L -I.I 1 € iI.l-]L’E'..l;'.-l.'
number of fhor, and feen ¢ their party fall.

Fhe bravery of one of thefe affailants well deferves to be

particularly mentioned. For having returned to carry off

‘panion, amidit the fire of our whole party, a wound,

f 1 s z P m W, i o] P
IMade !]I!l] II’!:‘.-. i].'_ |"-'-.'I| a1l T( T3 |'I|,.r.

in a few minutes, he again appeared, and being again
wounded; he was obliged a fecond. tir to retreat.  Arc this
moment I arrived at the Merai, and faw him return t}
I I t e, ble 1 and faint; and | Cing informed of what
1 | ned, I bar the {oldier to fir , and he » LUf=
D ry off his friend ; which he wa it able to per-
torm, and then fell down himi elf, and ¢ pired
Lboutr this tin a Il yremrorcement from b thii
having lai | nanves rerreated behind ¢ .
W ;. il E1% 5 IC ACCels D I Irién PRIl } | L one
them (o er vou Ing their countrymen to fome Crims,
] Puic 1o th ':,ill tif il 1 uld defill I ] W
Yol | ;1 L1 permit o L 1en o fire. T ruce
Was f I k) E- Wl 1{1€ Y 1A LINK I| | Iaif, aAr !
] off the by and ur afl 1 1 ITI0-
L ] 1 i i we | ] N t i . . DO
1 of it, and fome hem threw a few {1 . but
JUL QD1 .'.: 153 dN¥ 1 {



THE PACIFIC OCEAN.
1t was half an hour paft eleven o'clock, when I got on
board the Difcovery, where I found no decilive plan had
been adopted for our future proceedings. The refiitution

the boat, and the recovery of the body of Laptain Cook

. 11 3 1 S SR [Fr e
were the objects, which, on all hands, we agrecd to it
on : and it was my opinion, that {fome vigorous ii¢ps lould

be taken. in cafe the demand of them was not immgcdiately

complied with.

Though my feelings, on the death of a beloved and ho-
) F L

noured friend, may be fufpected to have had fome fhare

n this opinion, y€t thcrc WEre Ceriainiy other reafons, and

[+
o
s
=
=
-

thofe of the moft {ferious kind, th: ght
‘-,'_'E'.ll me, I'1]]-_' |'|'|'-=-;|E:_!"_l'._' ‘-.'.]IIEL!l :]Lx_"-i]' 11CH '._'...JJI.:J 1\..:.:' Our
Chief, and forcing us to quit the thore, muft naturally have

1! | d: and cthe advantagec, however I':".i:-:HI';": which '.:'I'._jf

had obtained over us the preceding day, would

doubt, encourage them to make fome further dangerous

artempts; and the more elpec 1ally, as they had little reafon,
1} 1 F

from what they had hitherto feen, to dread the eflects of

wur fire=arms. Indeed, contrary to the expectations of every

; his {ort of weapon had produced no figns of terror i
aoneé, this 10rt of weapon i produced no 1Ens o 1CIror 1n

them. - On our fide, fuch was the condition of the fhips,
and the ftate of difcipline amonglt us, that had a vigorous

attack been made on us, in the night, it would have been

r 1.9 - 2 Fly SR 2
impoilible to anlwer for the conlequences.

In thele apprehenfions, I was fupported by the opinion
of moft of the officers on board; and nothing feemed to
: {o likely to encourage the natives to make the attempt,
as the appearance of our being inclined to an accom-
modation, which they could only attribute to weaknels, or

fear.,

I 2 In
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A VOYAGE TO

In favour of more conciliatory meafures, it was juftly urged,
that the mifchief was done, and irreparable ; that the na-
tives had a flrong claim to our regard, on account of their
former friendfhip and kindnefs; and the more efpecially,
as the late melancholy accident did not appear to have arifen
from any premeditated defign: thar, on the part of Ter-
reeoboo, his ignorance of the theft, his readinefs to accom-
p:uw Captain Cook on board, and his having a&ually fent
his two fons into the boat, muft free him from the fmalleit
degree of {ufpicion: that the conduét of his women, and
the Erees, might eafily be accounted for, from the appre-
henfions occafioned by the armed force with which Caprain

Cook came on fhore, and the hoitile preparations in the
bay; appearances fo different from the terms of friendfthip
and confidence, in which both parties had hitherto lived,
that the arming of the natives was cvidently with a T]L'EJ__.;[I
to refift the attempt, which they had fome reafon to ima 1\gine
would be made, to carry off their ];.':,_:; by force,
naturall

-|ll-

y to be expected from a people full of affeétion an
attachment to their Chiefs.

I'o thele motives of humanity, others of a ;*-t-udcm?.:r

nature were added ; chat we wire in wantof water, and other
refrefhments: that our foremaft would require fix or eight
days work, before it could be flepped: that the r'pr'r]" was
advancing apace; and that the {peedy profecution of our
next Northern expedition ought now to be our fole objeét :
in a vindictive contelt with the in-
habitants, might not only lay us unde:

that therefore o engage

the imputation of
unneceflary cruelty, but would occafion an unavoidable de-
lay in the equipment of the fhips.

In this latter opinion f1p[h.1 Clerke concurred; and
though I was convinced, that an early difplay of vigorous

refentment
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refentment would more effectually have anf{wered cvery
object both of prudence and humanity, | was not forry, that
the meafures I had recommended were rejeéted. Forthough
the contempruous behaviour of the nauves, and their {fub-
fequent oppofition to our necellary operations on fhore, arif-
ing, [ have no doubt, from a mifconftrution of our leniry,
compelled us at laft to have recourfe to violence in our own
defence; yet I am not fo fure, that the circumftances of the
cafe would, in the opinion of the world, have juftified the
ufe of force, on our part, in the firft inftance. Cautionary
rigour is at all times invidious, and has this additional ob-

tion to ir, that the feverity of a preventive courfe,
when it beft fucceeds, leaves its expediency the leaft ap-
parcnt.

During the time we were thus engaged, in concerting
fome plan for our future condué, a pradigious concourfe
il

of natives flill kept pofleffion of the fho ¢; and fome of
i

them came off in canoes, and had the boldnefs to approach
within piftol-thot of the thips, and to infult us by various
marks of contempt and defiance. It was with great diffi-
culty we could refirain the failors from the ufe of their
arms, on thefe occafions; bur as pacific meafures had
been refolved on, the cances were fuffered to return un-
molefled.

In purfuance of this plan, it was determined, that ]
thould proceed toward the thore, with the boats of both
{hips, well manned and armed, with a view o bring the
matives to a parley, and, if poilible, to obtain a conference
with fome of the Chiefs.

[f this attempr fucceeded, T was to demand the dead
bodies, and particularly that of Captain Cook ;. to threaten

them
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I had long harboured an unfavourable pLolon of this man, ‘——
The priefls had always told 1 , that he s of a mal .
difpofi ), and no friend of ou and repe : [ec-
i 1
tions of s fraud and treachery, had . ced
truth of their reprefentatione. tial he 1h Ing
trar n of the morning, in which le v :
¥ 1 ] |
P1 P4l part, m HiE Ieel | 1Tl 1 .
myieif (o near b n; and as he came up to me w C '
tcars, and cmbraced me, [ was fo diftruftful of h Iten-
rons, tharl could not k Ip taking hold of the point of tl e
. .
pai , which' he held in his hand, and turning: it from
me. I told him, thae I had come to demand the hodv of
Caprain Cook ; and to declare war againil them, unlefs it
was inftantly reflored. He affured me this thould be done
a on as potiible ; and thar he would go himielf for thar
= | { ; : A [
urpole s and SIng of me a piece of iron, with
nuch aflu; If nothing extraordinars had happened,
1 | 1 § 1.
| LC : 1 | | Yellll allyor Cild [ UL I
1117 1 11 T g 11
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the body would certainly be reftored to me. When they
found they could not prevail on me 10 land, they attempt-
ed. under a pretence or wifhing to converie with more ealfe,
cur boat among lomec rocks, where they would

have had it 1n their power (o cut us off from the reft. It

i i':l_'e.-_‘-
was no difficult matter to {ee through thele artifices; and I
was, therefore, flrongly inclined to break off all further
communication with them, when a Chiet came 10 U3, who
was the particular friend of Captain Clerke, and of the officers
of the Difcovery, on board which fhip he had {ailed, when
we laft left the bay, intending to take his paflage to Mowee.
He told us, he came from Terreeoboo to acquaint us, that
the body was carried up the country ; but that it {hould
be brought to us the next morning. There appeared a great
deal of fincerity in his manner; and being afked, if he told
a falfchood, he hooked his two fore-fingers together, which
;s underftood amonglt hele iflanders as the fign of truth ;
in the ufe of which they are very fcrupulous.

As I was now at a lofs 1n what manner to proceed, 1 {ent
Mr. Vancouver to acquaint Captain Clerke w ith all that had
pafled ; that my opinion was, they meant not o keep their
word with us, and were fo far from being forry at what had
happened, that, on the contrary, they were full of {pirits
.nd confidence on account of their late fuccefs, and fought
could contrive fome fcheme for

only to gain time, till they

getiing us into their power. Mr. Vancouver Came back
with orders for me to return O board ; having firlt given
‘he natives to underftand, that, if the body was not brought

he next morning, the town {hiould be deflroyed.

When they faw that we were going ofl, they endeavoured
to provoke us by the m it infulting and contempruous gel-
tures. Some of our people faid, they could diltinguifh feve-

7 ral
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ral of the natives parading about in the clothes of our un-
fortunate comrades; and, among them, a Chief brandifhing
Captain Cook’s hanger, and a woman holding the fcabbard.
Indeed, there can be no doubt, but that our behaviour had
given them a mean opinion of our courage; for they could
have but little notion of the motives of humanity that di-
rected 1it.

In confequence of the report made to Captain Clerke, of
what I conceived to be the prefent temper and difpofition of
the iflanders, the moft effe@ual meafures were taken to
guard againft any attack they might make in the night. The
boats were moored with top-chains: addirional fentinels
were pofted on both fhips; and guard-boats were ftarioned
to row round them, in order to prevent the natives from cut-
ting the cables. During the night we obferved a prodi-
gious number of lights on the hills, which made {ome of
us imagine, they were removing their eflfects back into the
country, 1n confequence of our threats. But I rather be-
lieve them to have been the facrifices that were performing
on account of the war, in which they imagined them{elves
2bout to be engaged; and moft probably the bodies of our
{lain countrymen Were, at that time, burning. We after-
ward faw fires of the fame kind, as we paffed the iland of
Morotoi; and which, we were told by fome natives then on
board, were made on account of the war they had declared

1

againft a neighbouring iland. And this agrees with what

11 T

we learned amongft the Friendly and S eiety  IHles, that,
previous to any ex pedition againit an enemy, the Chiefs a
ways endeavoured to animate and inflame the courage of
the people by feafls and rejoicings in the nig

We remained the whole night undifturbed, except by the
howlings and lamentations w hich were heard on fhore:

Vou, 111, B and
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and early the next morning, Koah came along-fide the Ree

-——— folution, with a prefent of cloth, and a fmall pig, which he

Menday 15.

defired leave to prefent to me. I have mentioned before,
that I was fuppofed, by the natives, to be the fon of Ca ptain
Cook; and as he, in his life-time, had always fuffered
them to believe it, I was probably confidered as the Chief,
after his death. As foon as I came on deck, I queftioned
him about the body ; and, on his returning me nothing but
evalive anfwers, I refufed to accept his prefents; and was
going to difmifs him, with fome expreflions of anger and
relentment, had not Captain Clerke, judging it beft, at all
events, to keep up the appearance of friendfhip, thought
1t more proper, that he fhould be treated with the ufual re-
fpett.

This treacherous fellow came frequently to us, during
the courfe of the forenoon, with {fome trifling prefent or
other; and as I always obferved him eyeing every part of
the {hip with great attention, I took care I'H._ thould f{ee we
were well prepared for our defence,

He was exceedingly urgent, both with Captain Clerke and
myfelf, to go on fhore, laying all the blame of the deten.
twon of the bodies on the other Chiefs; and affuring us, that
every thing might be fettled to our fatisfaction, by a per-
fonal interview with Terreeoboo. However, his conduct
was too fulpicious to make it prudent ro comply with this
requelt ; and indeed a fa& came afterward to our know-
ledge, which proved the entire talfehood of his pretenfions,
For we were told, thart, immediately after the action in
which Caprain Cook was killed, the old king had retired
to a cave in the fleep part of the mounrain, that ha angs over

he bay, which was acceflible only by the help of ropes,

- and
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and where he remained for many days, having his vicuals
let down to him by cords.

When Koah returned from the fthips, we could perceive
that his countrymen, who had been collefted, by break of
day, in vall crowds on the fhore, thronged about him with

great eagernels; as if to learn the intelligence he had ac-
quired, and what was to be done in confequence of ir. It is
very probable, that they expected we thould attempr to put
our threats in execution ; and they feemed fully refolved to
fland their ground. During the whole morning, we heard
conchs blowing in different parts of the coaft; large parties
were feen marching over the hills ; and, in fhort, appear-
ances were fo alarming, that we carried out a flream anchor,
to cnable us to haul the thip abreaft of the town, in cafe of
an attack ; and ftationed boais off the North peint of the
bay, to prevent a furprife from that quarter.

The breach of their engagement to reflore the bodies of
the flain, and the warlike pofture, in which they, at this
time, appeared, occafioned frefh debates amongft us con-
cerning the meafures next to be purfued. It was, at laft,
determined, that nothing fhould be fuffered to interfere
with the repair of the maft, and the preparations for our
departure ; but that we fhould, neverthelefs, continue our
negociations for the recovery of the bodies.

The greatelt part of the day was taken up in getting the
fore-malfl into a proper fituation on deck, for the carpenters
to work upon it; and in making the neceflary alterations in
the commiflions of the officers. The command of the ex-
pedition having devolved on Captain Clerke, he removed
on board the Refolution, appointed Licutenant Gore to be
Captain of the Difcovery, and promoted Mr, Harvey, a mid-

K 2 ihipman,
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thipman, who had been with Caprain Cook in his two laft
voyages, to the vacant Licutenancy. During the whole
day, we met with no interruption from the natives; and, at
night, the launch was again moored with a rop-chain; and

guard-boats ftationed round both {hips as before.

About ecight o'clock, it being very dark, a canoe was heard

paddling roward the fhip; and as foon as it was feen, both

the {entinels on deck fired into it. There were two perfons
in the canoe, and they immediately roared out ** Timmee,"
(which was the way in which they pronounced my name),
and faid they were friends, and had fomething for me be-
longing ro Captain Cook. When they came on board, they
threw themfelves at our feet, and appeared exceedingly
frightened. Luckily neither of them was hurt, notwith-
ftanding the balls of both pieces had gone through the
canoe. One of them was the perfon, whom I have before
mentioned under the name of the Zaleo man, who con-
ftantly attended Caprain Cook with the circumftances of ce-
remony I have already deferibed; and who, though a man
of rank in the ifland, could fcarcely be hindered from per-

f{}:'nii::g for him the lowelt offices of a menial fervane.

After lamenting, with abundance of tears, the lofs of the

Oreng, he told us, that he had brought us a part of his
body. He then prefented to us a fmall bundle wrapped up

in cloth, which he brought under his arm; and it is im-
pollible to defcribe the horror which feized us, on finding
in it, a piece of human {lefth, about nine or ten pounds
weight. This, he faid, was all that remained of the body ;
that the reft was cut to pieces, and burnc; but thar the
head and all the bones, except what belonged to the wrunk,
were in the pofleffion of Terreeoboo, and the other Erees;

that whar we faw had been allotted to Kaoco, the chief of

2 the
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the priefts, to be made ufe of in fome religious ceremony ;

and that he had fent it as a proof of his innocence and at-

tachment to Us.

This aflorded an opportunity of informing ourfelves,
whether they were cannibals: and we did not neglect it.
we firlt tried, by many indire&t queftions, put to each of
them apart, to learn in what manner the relt of the bodies
had been difpofed of; anc
one flory, thar, after the flefh had been cut off, it was all
e dire® quellion, Whether they

[
 § =

| finding them very conftant in

1
I
i

burnt; we at laft put t
had not eat fome of it? They immediately fhewed as
much horror at the idea, as any European would have done;
and afked, very naturally, if that was the cuftom amongft
us? They afterward afked us, with great carneftnefs and
apparcnt n;;pr;:.hm-.l':mn. o« When the Orona would come
again? and what he would do to them on his return?® The
{fame inquiry was frequently made afterward by others;
and this idea agrees with the g;cnr_:r;tl tenour of their con-

duét toward him, which {hewed

that they confidered him

as a being of a {uperior nature.

We prefled our two friendly vifiters to remain on board till

if this tranfaction

-
L

morning ; but in vain. They told us, that,
(hould come to the knowledge of the king, or Chiefs, it might
be attended with the moft faral confequences to their whole

been obliged

fociety ; 1n order to prevent which, they |

to come off tous in the dark ; and that the fame precaution

informed

would be neceffary in returning on {hore. They

Lo,

hiefs were cagel

us farther, thacthe C
of their countrymen ; and, particularly, caurioned us againtt

trufting Koah, who, they faid, was our mortal and 1m-
L= 3
placable enemy ; and defired nothing more ardentdy, than

6g
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an opportunity of fighting us; to which the blowing of
the .conchs, we had heard in the morning, was mecantas a
challenge.

We learned from thefe men, that feventeen of their coun-
wymen were Killed in the firft aétion at Kowrowa, of whom
five were Chiefs; and that Kaneena and his brother, ou
very particular friends, were unfortunately of that number.
Fight, they faid, were killed at the obfervatory; three of
whom were alfo of the firft rank.

About cleven o’clock, our two friends left us, and took
the precaution to defire, that our guard-boat might attend
them, till they had paffed the Difcovery, left they thould
again be fired upon, which might alarm their countrymen
on fhore, and expofe them to the danger of being difco-
vered. This requeft was complied with; and we had the
fatistaction to find, that they got fafe and undifcovered to
land.

During the remainder of this night, we heard the fame
loud howling and lamentations, as in the preceding one.
Early in the morning, we received another vifit from Koah.
I muft confefs, I was a little piqued to find, that, notwith-
ftanding the moft evident marks of treachery in his con-
duét, and the pofitive teftimony of our friends the priclts, he
fhould flill
make us at lealt appear to be the dupes of his hypocrify.

be permitted to carry on the fame farce, and to

Indeed our fituation was become extremely awkward and
unpromifing ; none of the purpofes for which this pacific
courfe of proceeding had been adopted, having hitherto
been in the lealt forwarded by it. No fatisfactory an{wer
wharever had been given to our demands ; we did not feem
ro be at all advanced toward a reconciliation with the

ilanders ;
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iflanders ; they flill kept in force on the fhore, as if deter-
mined to refilt any attempts we might make to land ; and
yet the attempt was become abfolutely neceflary, as the
completing our fupply of water would not admit of any
longer delay.

However it muft be obferved, in juftice to the condu¢t of
Captain Clerke, that it was very probable, from the great
numbers of the natives, and from the refolution with
which they feemed to expect us, an attack could not have
been made wirthout fome danger; and that the lofs of a
very few men might have been feverely felt by us, during
the remaining courfe of our voyage. Whereas the delaying
the execution of our threats, though, on the one hand, it
leflened their opinion of our prowefs, had the effect of
caufing them todifperfe, on the other. For, this day, abour

noon, finding us perfiit in our inaétivity, great bodies of

them, after blowing their conchs, and ufing every mode of
defiance, marched off, over the hills, and never appeared
afterward. Thofe, however, who remained, were not the
lefs daring and infolent. One man had. the audacity rto
come within mufquet-fhot, a-head of the fhip; and, after
flinging feveral flones at us, he waved Caprain Cook’s hat
over his head, whillt his countrymen on fhore were exult-
ing, and encouraging his boldnefs. OQur people were all in
a flame at this infult, and coming in a.body on the quarter-
deck, begged they might no longer be obliged to put up
with thefe repeated provocations; and requelted me to ob-
tain permiffion for them, from Caprain Clerke, to avail
themf{elves of the firft fair occafion of revenging the death
of their Commander. On my acquamting him with what
was pafling, he gave orders for fome great guns to be fired
at the natives on fhore; and promifed the crew, that if they
hould

i,
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{hould meet with any moleftarion at the watering-place, the
next day, they fhould then be left at liberty to chaftife
them.

It is fomewhit remarkable, that, before we could bring
our guns to bear, the iflanders had L‘u!'lu:-f'tk.i our intentions,
from the ftir they faw in the fhip, and had retired behind
their houfes and walls. We were therefore obliged to fire,
in fome meafure, at random; notwithftanding which, our
fhot produced all the effects that could have been defired.
For, foon after, we faw Koah paddling toward us, with ex-
treme hafte, and, on his arrival, we learned, that fome
people had been killed, and amongift the reft, Maiha-maiha,
a 11ri1:4:i[mt Chief, and a near relation of the king®.

Soon after the arrival of Koah, two boys {wam off from
the Morai toward the fhips, having each a long {pear in his
hand ; and after they had approached pretty near, they be-
gan to chant a fong, in a very folemn manner; the fubjett
of which, from their often mentioning the word Orsno and
pointing to the village where Captain Cook was killed, we
concluded to be the late calamitous difafter. Having {fung
in a plaintive ftrain for about twelve or fifteen minutes,
during the whole of which time they remained in the wa-
ter, they went on board the Difcovery, and delivered their
fpears ; and, afrer making a fhort ftay, returned on fhore,
Who fent them, or what was the objeét of this ceremony,
we were never able to learn.

1

At nighr, the ufual precautions were taken for the fecu-

* r 1 & i~ . ~
rity of the fhips; and as {oon as 1t was dark, our two

# The word mater, is commonly uled, ET
r wounding : and we were afterward told, that th
t blow on the face from a ftone, wiich had been firuck by oneof the
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friends, who had wilited us the night berore, came off ag a1N.

They aflured us it though the cfiects of our great guns,

hiefs exceedingly, L]]L‘}' had

1 i
live & Frpvyrs
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by no means laid :*-i% fc their hoftile intentions, an
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us to be on our J'_._'".I..'nl'i].

The next morning, the boats of both fhips were fet
afhore for water ; and the Difcovery was warped clofe to [I-l._w

'_|

beach, in order to cover that fervice. We foon found,
the intelligence which the priefls had fent us, was not ".‘-'lIEb
out foundation; and that the natives were refolved to take
every opportunity of annoying us, when it could be done
vithout much rifk.

Throughout all this group of iflands; the villages, for the
moft part, are fituated near the fea; and the adjacent ground
18 inclofed with flone walls, about three feet hn_g]]_ TI'EC[_-L:,
we at firft imagined, were intended for the divifion of pro-
perty ; but we now difcovered, that they ferved, and pro-
bably were principally defigned, for a defence againft in-
vafion. They confift of loofe {tones, and the inhabitants are
very dexterous in thifting them, with great quicknefs, to fuch
firuations, as the direction of the attack may require. In
the fides of the mountain, which hangs over the bay, they

;

have alfo little holes, or caves, of confiderab . the

fecured by a fence of i':i; fame kind.

: depth
entrance of whicl
From behind both t

1e{e detences the natives :'“ 1..: et~

ally harafling our waterers with flones; nor could the
{fmall force we had on thore, with the advantage of mulquets,
compel them to retreat.

In this expofed -_';i.'l-*.::.::n, our people were fo taken up in

1] rhy

attending to their own fafety, that they employed the whole
forenoon 1n filling only one ton of water. As it was there-

Yor. 111. I, fore
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1779-  fore impoflible to perform this fervice, ull their aflailants
February. : { E
—~— were driven to a greater diftance, the Dilcovery was ordered
to diflodge them, with her greatr guns ; which being effected

the men landed withour moleftation.

foon afrer made their appearance again,

VA e e

in their ufual mode of attack ; and 1t was now found ablo-
itely necedla o burn down {fome {trageliny houles, near

e -

the wall, L‘; d which :!;L:-' had taken {lielee Fi In execur-

¥

ing thefe orders, 1 am forry to add, that our people were
hurried ino aéts of unnecellary cruelty and devaitation.
(s o | = - o 1 § s a1 - - { it %
GOMEMNINnE ougnt CCriainly o Do .;|: I'\‘-L"l O LHCLE TCICIITIIICTAE
of the repeated infults, and contempruous behaviour, of the

s Ol

their Commander. But, at the fame ume, their conduét

iflanders, and to the namral defire of revenging the I
{ferved {trongly to convince me, that the utmoft precaution
e 15 A8 & Liir o ¥ i .
1s neceflary 1n truling, th ugh but for a moment, the dif-

cretionary ufe of arms, in the hands of private feamen, or

foldiers, on fuch occafions. I'he 1i,_f ur of dife |!-f|;;._. and
the habits of obedience, by which their force is kept di-
rected to its proper objelts, lead them naturally enough to
conceive, that whatever they have the power, they have alfo
the right do. \ | difobedience being almoft the on y
CI » for which they are accultomed to expect punithment,
urn to confider it as the only meafure of right and

-+ and hence are apt to conclude, that what they can
( ! 1 punit h may do ftice and honour.

4
3
L)
|
o
F
k

) -.-'l

I oy : . g ) 1 : n.* 3 .

enemy, which, at other times, 1s the dithinguithing mark of

orave mchn, o me but weak reflraints to rthe exercife of

violence, when oppoled to the defire they naturally have ot
1 1 S
INewWIing thieir own lnNacpendencee dnd powel

L a

I have
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I have already mentioned, that orders had b

burn only a few flraggling huts, which afforded thelter 1o
the natives. 'We were therefore a good deal furprized to {ee
the whole village on fire; and before a boat, th

fent to [hu]: the progrefs of the mifchi

fhore, the houfes of our old and conflant friends. the |

were all in flames. I cannot enough lament the illnefs, tha
gonfined me on board this day. The priefls had alwa:

W
a5 e b WY R Y LD
e

been under my proteftion; and, unluckily, the officers who
were then on duty, having been feldom on fhore at ¢l

(e

Mora:, were not much acquainted with the circumit: :

ances of
the place. Had I been prefent myfelf, I might probably
have been the means of faving their little

.:l | e -_-'L.\...I} PR S
deltruction,

Several of the natives were fhot, in making their efcape
from the flames; and our pur_ﬁplu cut off the heads of two

. -].!'Ji_“ tare of one
ander was much lamented by us all.

of them, and brought them on board

poor 1ii As he was
coming to the well for water, he was fhot at by one of

L i H1E O [|;r'_

marines. The ball ftruck his calibath, which he immedi-

ately threw from him and fled. He was purfued into one
of the caves I have before defcribed, and no lion coul

S
Licl have

defended his den with greater courage and fiercenefs : till

mel LHCICCIICLS & [l

at laft, after having kept two of our peopl

i

e at bay for a
confliderable time, he expired, covered with wounds. It was
this accidenrt, that firft brough: us acquainted with the ufe

of thefe caverns.

At this time, an elderly man was taken prifoner
and {ent on board in the fame boat with the heads of

two countrymen. 1 never faw horror {o firo
as in the face of this man, nor

i YT AT o R ;
10 Yioient a tranhition to
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extravagant joy, as when he was untied, and told he might
go away in fafety. He fhewed us he did not want grati-
tude, as he frequently afterward returned with prefents of
provifions ; and alfo did us other fervices.

Soon after the village was deftroyed, we faw, coming
down the hill, a man, attended by fifteen or twenty boys,
holding pieces of white cloth, green boughs, plantains, &e.
in their hands. I knew not how it happened, that this
peacefiil embafly, as foon as they were within reach, re-
ceived the fire of a party of our men. This, however, did
not ftop them. They continued their proceffion, and the
oflicer on duty came up, in time, to prevent a {econd dif-
charge. Asthey approached nearer, it was found to be our
much-efteemed friend Kaireekeea, who had fled on our
firft fetting fire to the village, and had now returned, and
defired to be fent on board the Refolution.

When he arrived, we found him exceedingly grave and
thoughtful. We endeavoured to make him underfland the
neceflity we were under of fetting fire to the village, by
which his houfe, and thofe of his brethren, were uninten-
tionally confumed. He expoftulated a little with us on our
want of friendfhip, and on our ingratitude. And, indeed,
it was not till now, that we learnt the whole extent of the
injury we had done them. He told us, that, relying on the
promifes I had made them, and on the aflurances they had
afterward received from the men, who had brought I_-t.*i the
remains of Captain Cook, they had not removed their ef-
fects back into the country, with the reft of the inhabitants,

but had put every thing that was valuable of their own, as

well as what they had colleted from us, into a houfe clofe
to the Morai, where they had the mortification to fee it all
{et on fire by ourfelves,

-] Cn
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On coming on board, he had feen the heads of his coun- ./
trymen lying on the deck, at which he was exceedingly u_L.;,—_;
{hocked, and defired, with great earneflnefs, that they might
be thrown over-board. This requeft Captain Clerke inftant-
ly ordered to be complied with,

In the evening, the watering party returned on board,
having met with no farther interruption. We paffed a
oloomy night; the cries and lamentations we heard on fhore
being far more dreadful than ever. Our only confolation
was, the hope that we fhould have no occalion, in future,
for a repetition of fuch fev erities.

It is very extraordinary, that, amidft all thefe difturbances,
the women of the ifland, who were on hoard, never offered
to leave us, nor difcov -ered the fmalleft apprehenfions cither
for themielves or their friends afhore. So entirely uncon-
cerned did they appear, that fome of them, who were on

deck when the town was in flames, feemed to admire the
fight, and frequently cried out, that it was maitas, OT VEry

fine.

The next morning, Keah came off as ufual to the fhips. Thurfayif.
As there exifted no longer any ne eceflity for keeping terms
with him, I was allowed o have my own way. When he
approached toward the fide of the fhip, finging hisfong, and
offering me a hog, and fome plantains, I olducd him to
keep off, cautioning him never to appear again without
Captain Cook’s bones, left his life thould pay the forfeit of
his frequent breach of promife. He did not appear much
mortified with this nccpum}, but went immediately on
{hore, and joined a party of his countrymen, who were
yelting the watercrs with {tones. The body of the young

i
man, who had been Kkilled the day -before, was found

this
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this morning, lying at the entrance of the cave; and fome
of our people went, and threw a mat over it. Soon after
which they faw fome men carrying him off on their thoul-
ders, and could hear them finging, as they marched, a
mournful {ong.

The natives, being at laft convinced that it was not the
want of ability to punifh them, which had hitherto made
us tolerate their provocations, defifted from giving us any
farther moleflation; and, in the evening, a Chief called
Eappo, who had feldom vifited us, but whom we knew to
be a man of the very firft confequence, came with prefents
from Terreeoboo to fue for peace. Thefe prefents were re-
ccived, and he was difmifled with the fame anfwer which
had before been given, that, until the remains of Caprain
Cook fhould be reftored, no peace would be granted, We
learned from this perfon, that the fleth of all the bodies of
our people, together with the bones of the trunks, had been
burnt; that the limb bones of the marines had been divided
amongit the inferior Chiefs ; and that thofe of Caprain Cook
had been difpofed of in the following manner : the head, to
a great Chief, called Kahoo-opeon ; the hair to Maia-maia ;
and the legs, thighs, and arms to Terreeoboo, After it
was dark, many of the inhabitants came off wich roots and
other vegetables; and we alfo received two large prefents of
the fame articles from Kaireckeea.

The 1gth was chiefly taken up in fending and receiving
T e = e A LD R T
the meflages which pafled between Captain Clerke and Ter-

recoboo. Eappo was very prefling, that one of our officers
fhould go on fhore ; and, in the mean ume, offered to re-
main as an hoflage on board. This requeft, however, it
was not thought proper to comply with; and he left us
with a promife of bringing the bones the next day. At

2 the
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the beach, the waterers did not meet with the lealt oppofi-
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tion from the natives; who, notwithftanding our cautious ‘——v.

behaviour, came amongft us again, without the {malleft
appearance of diffidence or appreheniion.

Early in the morning of the 20th, we had the fatisfation Saturday 20;

of getting the fore-maft ftepped. It was an operation at-
tended with great difficulty, and fome danger; our ropes
being {0 exceedingly rotten, that the purchale gave way fe-
veral times.

Between ten and eleven o'clock, we faw a great number
of people defcending the hill, which 'is over the beach, in
a kind of proceflion, each man carrying a {ugar-cane or
two on his {houlders, and bread-fruit, fars, and plantains in
his hand. They were preceded by two drummers; who,
when they came to the water-fide, fat down by a white flag,
and began to beat their drums, while thofe who had fol-
lowed them, advanced, one by one; and, having depofited
the prefents they had brought, retired in the fame order,
Soon after, Eappo came in {fight, in his long feathered cloak,
bearing fomething with great {olemnity in his hands; anc
having placed himfelf on a rock, he made figns for a boat
to be {fent him.

Captain Clerke, conjefturing that he had brought the
bones of Captain Cook, which proved 1o be the fad;
went himfeif in the pinnace to receive them; and or-

dered me to atrend him in the cutter. When we arrivec

1
i
at the beach, Eappo came into the pinnace, and delivered

to the Captain the bones wrapped up in a large quan-
tity of fine new cloth, and covered with a {potted cloak
of black and whire feathers. He afterward atrended us to
the Refolution; but could not be prevailed vpon to go on

board ;




A VOYAGE TO

board ; probably not choofing, from a fenfe of decency, to
be prefent at the opening of the bundle. We found in it
both the hands of Caprain Cook entire, which were well
known from a remarkable fcar on one of them, that di-
vided the thumb from the fore-finger, the whole length of
the metacarpal bone; the fkull, but with the fcalp fepa-
rated from it, and the bones that form the face wanting ;
the {calp, with the hair upon it cut fhort, and the ears ad-
hering to it; the bones of both arms, with the fkin of the
fore-arms hanging to them ; the thigh and leg-bones joined
together, but without the feer. The ligaments of the joints
were entire ; and the whole bore evident marks of having
been in the fire, except the hands, which had the fleth left
upon them, and were cut in feveral places, and crammed
with {alt, apparently with an intention of preferving them,
The {calp had a cut in the back part of it, but the {kull was
free from any frafture. The lower jaw and feet, which
were wanting, Eappo told us, had been feized by different
Chiefs, and that Terreeoboo was ufling every means to re-
cover them.

The next morning, Eappo, and the king's fon, came on
board, and brought with them the remaining bones of Cap-
tain Cook ; the barrels of his gun, his fhoes, and fome other
trifles that belonged to him. Eappo took great pains to
convince us, that Terreeoboo, Maiha-maiha, and himfelf
were moft heartily defirous of peace; that they had given
us the moit convincing proof of it in thei: power

; and that
they had been prevented from giving it fooner by the other

Chiefs, many of whom were ftill our enemies. He lament-
ed, with the greatelt forrow, the death of fix Chiefs we
had T{iilt{l, fome of whom, he faid, were amonglt our
befl friends. The cuuter, he told us, was raken away by

Pareea’s




THE PACIFIC OCEAN.

Pareea's people; very probably in revenge for the blow that
had been given him ; and that it had been broken up the
next day. The arms of the marines, which we had alfo
demanded, he affuréd us, had been carried off by the com-
mon people, and were irrecoverable; the bones of the Chief
alone having been preferved, as belonging to Terreeoboo
and the Erees.

Nothing now remained, but to perform the laft offices
to our great and unfortunate commander. Eappo was dif-
mifled with orders to tabso all the bay; and, in the after-
noon, the bones having been put into a coffin, and the fer-
vice read over them, they were committed to the deep with
the ufual military honours. What our feclings were on
this occafion, I leave the world to conceive ; thofe who
were prefent know, that it is not in my power to exprefs
them.

During the forenoon of the 22d, not a canoe was {feen
paddling in the bay ; the taboo, which Eappo had laid on it
the day before, at our requeft, not being yet taken off. At
length Eappo came off to us. We affured him, that we

were now entirely fatisfied ; and thar, as the Orons was bu-
ried, all remembrance of what had paffed was buried with

him., We afterward defired him to take off the fabos, and
to make it known, that the people might bring their pro-
vifions as ufual. The fhips were foon {urrounded with
T

canoes, and many of the Chiefs came on board, exprefling
'

oreat forrow at what had happened, and their {atisfactios
at our reconciliation. Several of our friends, who did not
vifit us, fent prefents of large hogs, and other provifions,
Amongft the reft came the old treacherous Koah, but was

refuled admittance.
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A VOYAGE TO

As we had now every thing ready for fea, Captain Clerke
imagining, that, if the news of our proceedings fhould
reach the Iflands to leeward before us, it might have a bad
effect, gave orders to unmoor. About eight in the evening
we difmifled all the natives ; and Eappo, and the friendly

Kaireckeea, took an affeCtionate leave of us. We imme-

diately weighed, and flood out of the bay. The natives
were collected on the fhore in great numbers ; and, as we

pafled along, received our laft farewels with every mark of
aifection and good-will,

CHAP
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