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CHAP. VL

General Aeccount of the Sandwich Iflands—Their Number,
WNames, and Situation.—Qwuvysee,—Its Extent, and
Divifion inte Diflriéls.— Account of its Coafls, and the
adjacent Country.— Polcanic Appearances. — Snowy
Mountains—Their Height determined,—Account of a
Journey into the interior Parts of the Country—Mowee,
— T anoorow A, — MoroTor, — R ana1,— Woanoo.—
AToor.—ONEEHEOW.—OREEHOU A, T AHOOR A, —/i-
mate.—W inds —Currents.—Tides.
getables.— ARt ronomical Obfervations.

Animaly and Fe-

5 we are now about to take our final leave of the Sand-
wich Iflands, it will not be improper to introduce

here fome general account of their fituation and narural
hiftory, and of the manners and cuftoms of the inhabitants.
This fubject has indeed been, in fome meafure, pre-
occupied by perfons far more capable of doing it juftice,
than I can pretend to be. Had Captain Cook and Mr. An-

derfon lived to avail themfelves of the advantages which

we enjoyed by a return to thefe iflands, it cannot be quef-
tioned, that the Public would have derived much additional
information from the fkill and diligence of two fuch ac-
curate oblervers, The reader will therefore lament with me
our common misfortune, which hath deprived him of the la-
bours of fuch fuperior abilities, and impofed on me the tafk
of prelenting him with the belt fupplementary account the
various duties of my ftation permitted me to furnifh.

This
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THE PACIFIC OCEAN.

This group confifts of eleven iflands, extending in lati-

tude from 18° 54’ to 227 15’ North ; and in longitude from I..__.-,,.-.....r

109° 36' to 205" of’ Eaft. They are called by []1{_. natives:
1. Owhyhee. 2. Mowee. 3. Ranai, or Oranai. 4. Moro-
tinnee, or Morokinnee. §. Kahowrowee, or Tahoorowa.
6. Morotoi, or Morokoi. %. Woahoo, or Oahoo. 8. Artool,
Atowi, or Towi, and fometimes Kowi *. 9. Neehechow,
or Oneeheow. 10. Orechoua, or Rechoua; and, 11 Tahoora;
and are all inhabited, excepting Morotinnee and Tahoora.
Befides the iflands above enumerated, we were told by the
Indians, that there is another called Modoopapapa , or Ko-
modoopapapa, lying to the Weft South Weft of Tahoora,
which is low and fandy, and vifited only for the purpofe of
catching turtle and fea-fowl; and, as I could never learn
that they knew of any others, it is probable that none exift
in their neighbourhood.

They were named by Captain Cook the Sandwich Hflands, in
honour of the Eart of SanpwicH, under whofe adminiftra-
tion he had enriched geography with fo many {plendid and
imporiant difcoveries; a tribute juflly due ro that noble

perfon for the liberal fuppore thefe voyages derived from.

his power, in whatever could extend their utlity, or pro-
mote their fuccefs; for the zeal with which he feconded
the views of that great navigator; and, if I may be allowed
to add the voice of private gratitude, for the generous pro-
tection, which, fince the death of their unfortunate com-
mander, he has afforded all the officers that ferved under him.
Owhyhee, the Eafternmoft, and by much the largeft, of
thefe iflands, is of a triangular fhape, and nearly equilate-
* Tt is to be obferved, that, among the windward Iflands, the # is ufed inltead
of the't, as Merskai inftead of Moratar, &c.
+ Madso fignifies iftand ; papapa, flat, This ifland is called Tammatapappa, by
Captain Cook, vol. IL. p. 222,
ral.

Mar



A VOYAGE TO

ral. The angular points make the North, Eaft, and South
extremaities, of which the Northern is in latitude 20" 15’ North,
longitude 2c4° o2’ Eaft : the Eaftern in latitude 19° 34/
North, longitude 205 o6’ Eaft: and the Southern extremity
in latitude 18" 54’ North, longitude 204" 15 Eaft. Its great-
eft length, which lies in a dire¢tion nearly North and South,
is 28! leagues; its breadth is 24 leagues; and it is about 253
geographical, or 293 Englifth miles, in circumference. The
whole ifland is divided into fix large diftrits ; Amakooa
and Aheedoo, which lie on the North Eaft fide; Apoona
and Kaoo on the South Eaft ; Akona and Koaarra on the Weft.

The diitricts of Amakooa and Aheedoo are feparated by a
mountain called Mouna Kaah (or the mountain Kaah), which
rifes in three peaks, perpetually covered with {fnow, and may
be clearly feen at 40 leagues diftance.

To the North of this mountain the coalt confifts of high
and abrupr cliffs, down which fall many beautiful cafcades
of water. We were once flattered with the hopes of meeting
with a harbour round a bluff head, in latitude 20° 10’ North,
and longitude 204° 26’ Eaft: but, on doubling the point, and
ftanding clofe in, we found it connefted by a low valley,
with another high head to the North Welt, The country
rifes inland with a gentle afcent, is interfected by deep
narrow glens, or rather chafms, and appeared to be well
culiivated and fprinkled over with anumber of villages. The
{nowy mountain is very lteep, and the lower part of it co-
vered with wood.

The coalt of Aheedoo, which lies to the South of Mouna
Kaah, is of a moderate height, and the interior parts appear
more even than the country to the North Welt, and lels bro-
ken by ravines. Off thefe two diftricts we cruized for al-

2 moft




THE PACIFIC OCEAN,

moft 2 month; and, whenever our diftance from fhore
would permit it, were fure of being furrounded by canoes
laden with all kinds of refrefhments. We had frequently a
wery heavy fea, and great fwell on this fide of the ifland,
and as we had no foundings, and could obferve much
foul ground off the fhore, we never approached nearer the
land than two or three leagues, excepting on the occafion al-
ready mentioned.

The coaft te the North Eaft of Apoona, which forms the
Faftern extremity of the ifland, is low and flar; the acclivity
of the inland parts 1s very gradual, and the whole country
covered with cocoa-nut and bread-fruic trees. This, as far
as we could judge, is the fineft part of the ifland, and we
were afterward told that the king had a place of refidence
here. At the South Weft extremity the hills rife abruptly
from the fea-fide, leaving but a narrow border of low
ground toward the beach.. We were pretty near the fhore
at this part of the ifland, and found the fides of the hills co-
vered with a fine verdure; but the country feemed to be very
thinly inhabited. On doubling the Eaft point of the ifland,
we came in fight of another fnowy mountain, called Mouna
Roa (or the extenfive mountain) ), which mmnuc[i o be a
very conipicuous object all the while we were failing along

ek ALHL] &

the South Eaft fide. It is flat at the top, making whar ia

called by mariners table-land : the fummit was conftanty
buried in fnow, and we once faw its fides alfo flightly cover-

ed for a confiderable way down ; but the greatelt part of this
difappeared again in a few days.

According to the tropical line of fnow, as derermined
Mr. Condamine, from obfervations taken on the Cordilleras
this mountain muft be at leaft 16,020 feet high, which

ceeds
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ceeds the height of the Pico de Teyde, or Peak of Teneriffe,
by 724 feet, according to Dr. Heberden’s computation, or
3680, according to that of the Chevalier de Borda. The
peaks of Mouna Kaah appeared to be about half a mile high;
and as they are entirely covered with fnow, the altitude of
their fummits cannot be lefs than 18,400 feer. But it is pro-
bable that both thefe mountains may be confiderably higher.
For, in infular fituarions, the effeéts of the warm fea air muft
neceflarily remove the line of fnow, in equal latitudes, to a
greater height than where the atmofphere is chilled on all
fides by an immenf{e traét of perpetual fnow.

The coaft of Kaoo prefents a profpeét of the moft horrid
and dreary kind : the whole country appearing to have un-
dergone a total change from the effeéts of fome dreadful
convulfion. The ground is every where covered with cin-
ders, and inter{feéted in many places with black fireaks,
which feem to mark the courfe of a lava that has flowed,
not many ages back, from the mountain Roa to the fhore.
The Southern promontory looks like the mere dregs of a
volcano. The projecting head-land is compofed of broken
and craggy rocks, piled irregularly on one another, and
terminating in fharp points,

Notwithftanding the difmal afpeét of this part of the ifland,
there are many villages fcattered over it, and it certainly is
much more populous than the verdant mountains of A poona.
Nor-is this circumfitance hard to be accounted for., As thefe
illanders have no cattle, they have coniequently no ufe for
pafturage, and therefore naturally prefer fuch ground, as
either lics more convenient for fithing, or is beft fuited to
the culwvation of yams and plantains. Now amidft thefe
ruins, there are many patches of rich foil, which are care-
fully

y
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fully laid out in plantations, and the neighbouring fea
abounds with a variety of moft excellent fuh. with which,
as well as with other provifions, we were always plenti-
tully fupplied. Of this part of the coaft we could find no
ground, atlefs than a cable’s length from the ¢ fhore, with a
hund red and fixty fathoms of line, excepting in a fmall bight
to the Eaftward of the South point, where we had regular
foundingsof fifty and fifty-eight fathoms over a bottom of fine
fand. Before we proceed to the weftern diftricts 5, it may be
neceflary to remark, that the whole coaft fide of * the ifland,
from the Northern to the Southern extremity, does not afford

the fmalleft harbour or fhelter for thipping.

The South Weft parts of Akona are in the fame ftate with
the adjoining diftrict of Kaoo; but farther to the North, the
country has been cultivated with great pains, and is ex-
tremely populous.

In this part of the ifland is fituated Karakakooa B Bay, which
has been already defcribed. Al long the coaft nothing is feen
but large mafles of flag, and the fragments of F}lam fcorch-
ed rocks; behind which, the ground rifes gradually for
about two miles and a half, and appears to have been for-
merly covered with loofe burnt flones. Thefe the n atives
have taken the pains of clearing away, fre. juently to the
depth of three feet and upward; which labot ur, great as it
is, the fertility of the {oil amply repays. I;urc, in a rich
athy mould, they cultivate {weet potatoes, and the cloth-
plant. The fields are inclofed with flone- -fences, and are in-
terfperfed with groves of cocoa-nut trees, On the rifing
ground beyond thefe, the bread-fruit trees are planted, and
flourith with the greateft luxuriance.

Vor, 111, P ILoaara
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Koaara extends from the Weflternmoft point to the Nor-
thern extremity of the ifland ; the whole coaft between them
forming an extenfive bay, called Toe-yah-yah, which 1is
bounded to the North by two very confpicuous hills. To-
ward the bottom of this bay there is foul, corally ground,
extending upward of a mile from the fhore, without which
the foundings are regular, with good anchorage, in twenty
fathoms. The country, as far as the eye could reach,
{feemed fruitful and well inhabited, the foil being in appear-
ance of the fame kind with the diftriét of Kaoo; but no frefh
water is to be got here.

I have hitherto confined myfelf to the coafts of this ifland,

and the adjacent country, which is all that I had an oppor-

wnity of being acquainted with from my own obfervation.
The only account I can give of the interior parts, is from
the information I obtained fromr a party, who fet out, on
the afternoon of the 26th of January, on an expedition up
the country, with an intention of penetrating as far as they
could; and principally of reaching, if poflible, the fnowy
mountains.

Having procured two natives to ferve them as guides,
they left the village about four o'clock in the afternoon,
direéting their courfe a little to the Southward of the Eaft.
To the diftance of three or four miles from the bay, r]lL‘.}-'
found the country as before defcribed ; the hills afterward
rofe with a more fudden afcent, which brought them to the
extenfive plantations, that terminate the view of the country,
as feen from the fhips. :

Thefe plantations confilt of the * tarrow or eddy root,
and the fweet potatne, with plants of the cloth-tree, rIlL‘ilil}f

fet

# Both the [weet potatoes, and the tarrow, are here planted four feet from each
other : the former was carthed up almeoft to the top of the flalk, with about half a

buthel
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fet out in rows. The walls that feparate them are made of
the loofe burnt flones, which are got in clearing the ground;
and, being entirely concealed by fugar-canes, planted clofe
on each fide, make the moft beautiful fenices that can be
conceived. The party ftopped for the night at the fecond
hut they found amongft the plantations, where they judged
themfelves to be about fix or feven miles from the fhips.
They defcribed the profpect from this fpot as very delight-
ful ; they faw the fhips in the bay before them; to the left,

a continued range of villages, interfperfed with groves of

cocoa-nut trees, {preading along the fea-fthore; a thick wood
ftretching out of fight behind them; and to the right, an ex-
tent of ground laid out in regular and well cultivated plant-
arions, as far as the eye could reach.

Near this fpot, at a diftance from any other dwelling, the
natives pointed out to them the refidence of an hermit,
who, they faid, had formerly been a great Chief and war-
rior, but had long ago quitted the fhores of the ifland, and
now never flirred from his cottage: They proftrated them-
{felves as they approached him, and afterward prefented to
him a part of {fuch provifions as they had brought with
them. His behaviour was eafy and cheerful; he fearce
fhewed any marks of aftonifhment at the fight of our peo-
ple, and though prelled to accept fome of our curiofities, he

huthel of !i_»_-_l:: mould ; the latter s lefe bare to the root, and the mould round it iz made
irl the form of a bafon, in order to hold the rain-water, as this root requires a certain
degree of moifture. It has been before obferved, thatthe tarrow, at the Frigndly and
Soctety Hlands, was .'I-.'.';'.'-._','E |~|;=,r|w._! in low and moifk fituations, and, ;__'_:.'rﬂ.:-l,.'ulz:,-,, where

there was the convenienc ¥ aof a nivalet to flood 6. Tt was i.".l.:..;rm'd that this mode of
culture was abfolutely necelfary 3 but we now found, that, with the precaution above
mentioned, it luceesds -_'{|:..|‘.I:-L-' well in 2 drier fituation : indeed, we all remarked, that
the tarrow of the Sandwich [{lands is the beft we had ever tafted. The plantains are
pot agmitted in thele plantatons, but grow amongft the bread-fruit trees.

P2 declined
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declined the offer, and foon withdrew to his cottage, He
was defcribed as by far the oldeft perfon any of the party had
ever feen, and judged to be, by thofe who computed his age
at the loweft, upward of 1co years old.

As our people had imagined the mountain not to be more
than ten or twelve miles from the bay, and confequently,
that they fhould reach it with eafe early the next morning,
an error into which its great height had probably led them,
they were now much f{urprifed to find the diftance fcarce
perceptibly diminifhed.  This circumfltance, together with
the uninhabited ftate of the country they were going to
enter, made it neceflary to procure a fupply of provifions ;
and for that purpofe they difpatched one of their guide:
back to the village. Whilft they were waiting his return,
they were joined by fome of Kaoo’s fervants, whom that
benevolent old man had fent after them, as foon as he heard
of their journey, laden with refrefhments, and authorized,
as their route lay through his grounds, to demand and take
away whatever they might have occafion for.

Our travellers were much aftonifthed to find the cold here
fo intenfe; but having no thermometer with them, could
judge of it only by their feelings; which; from the warm
atmofphere they had left, muft have been a very fallacious
meafure. They found it, however, fo cold, that they could get
but little fleep, and the natives none atall; both parties being
difturbed, the whole night, by continued coughing. As they
could not, at this time, be at any very confiderable height,
the diltance from the fea being only fix or feven miles, and
part of the road on a very moderate afcent, this extraordinary
degree of cold muft be afcribed to the cafterly wind blow-
ing frefh over the fnowy mountains.

Early
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Early on the 27th, they fet out again, and filled their ca-
libathes at an excellent well about half a mile from their
hur. Having pafled the plantations, they came to a thick
wood, which they entered by a path made for the conve-
nience of the natives, who go thither to ferch the wild or
horfe-plantain, and to catch birds. Their progre(s now be-
came very {low, and attended with much labour; the ground
being either fwampy, or covered with large ftones ; the path
narrow, and frequently interrupted by trees lying acrofs i,
which it was neceffary to climb over, the thicknels of the
under-wood, on both fides, making it impoflible to pafs
round them. In thefe woods they obferved, at finall dif-
tances, pieces of white cloth fixed on poles, which they
{fuppofed to be land-marks for the divifion of property, as
they only met with them where the wild plantains grew.
The trees, which are of the fame kind with thofe we called
the fpice-tree at New Holland, were lofty and ftraight, and
from two to four feer in circumference.

After they had advanced about ten miles in the wood,

they had the mortification to find themfelves, on a fudden,
within fight of the fea, and at no great diftance from it ; the
path having turned imperceptibly to the Southward, and
carried them to the right of the mountain, which it was
their object to reach. Their difappointment was greatly in-
creafed by the uncertainty they were now under of its true
bearings, fince they could not, at this time, get a view of
it from the top of the higheft trees. They, therefore, found
themfelves obliged to walk back fix or feven miles 1o an
unoccupied hut, where they had left three of the natives,
and two of their own people, with the fmall flock that re-
mained of their provifions. Here they fpent the fecond
night; and the air was fo very fharp, and fo little to the

1
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liking of their guides, that, by the morning, they had all
taken themfelves off, except one,

The want of ;wrn.-ili- ns now making it neceflary to return
to fome of the cultivated parts of the ifland, they quitted
the wood by the fame path they had entered it; and, on
their arrival at the plantations, were furrounded by the na-
tives, of whom they purchafed a frefh flock of neceflarics -
and prevailed upon two of them to fupply the place of 1]]::
guides that were gone away. Having obtained the befl in-
formation in their power, with reg gard to the direftion of
their road, the party being now nine in number, marched
along the fkirts of the wood for fix or feven miles, and then
entered it again by a path that bore to the Eaftward, For
the firlt three miles, they pafled through a foreft of lofty
{pice-trees, growing on a firor ng rich loam ; ar the back of
which they found an equal extent of low {hrubby trees, with
much thick underwood, on a bottom of loofe burnt ftones.
This led them to a fecond foreft of {pice-trees, and the fame
rich brown foil, which was again fucceeded by a barren
ridge of the {ame nature with the former. This alternate
fucceflion may, perhaps, afford muatter of curious fpecula-
tion to naturalifts, The only additional circumftance I could
learn relating to it was, thar thefe ridges appeared, as far as
they could be feen, to run in dir l.ktmns' parallel to the fea-
thore, and to have Mouna R oa for their centre,

In pafling through the woods, they found man ¥ canoés
half-finithed ; and, here and there, a hur; but faw none of
the inhabitants. Having penetrated near three miles into
the {econd wood, they came to two huts, where they ftopped,
exceedingly fatigued with the day’s journey, having walk-
ed not lefs than twenty miles, accordin g to their own com-
put:lnﬂn As [11»‘:}? had met with no .'[plm rs, from the¢ time

they
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they left the plantation-ground, and began to fuffer much
from the violence of their thirfl, they were obliged, before
the night came on, to feparate into parties, and go in {earch
of water; and, at laft, found fome, left by rain in the bot-
tom of an unfinifhed canoe; which, though of the colour
of red wine, was to them no unwelcome-difcovery. In the
night, the cold was {till more intenfe than they had found
it before; and though they had wrapped themfelves up in
mats and cloths of the country, and kept a large fire be-
tween the two huts, they could yet fleep bur very little ;
and were obliged to walk about the greateft part of the
night, Their elevation was now probably pretty confider-
able, as the ground on which they had travelled had been
generally on- the afcent.

On the 2qgth, at day-break, they fet out, intending to make
their laft and urmoft effort to reach: the fnowy mountain;
but their fpirits. were much deprefled, when they found
they had expended the miferable pittance of water they had
found the night before. The path, which extended no far-
ther than where canoes had been built, was now at an end ;
and they were therefore obliged to make their way as well
as they could; every now and then L:]imhiu;‘; up into the
higheft trees, to explore the country round. Ar cleven
o’clock, they came to a ridge of burnt ftones, from the top
of which they faw the fnowy mountain, appearing to be
about twelve or fourteen miles from them.

It was here deliberated, whether they {hould proceced any
further, or reft fatisfied with the view they now had of
Mouna Roa. The road, ever fince the path'ceafed; had be-
gome excecedingly fatiguing, and, every moment they ad-
vanced, was growing [ill more fo. The deep chinks, with
which the ground was every where broken, being flightly

covered
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covered with mofs, made them flumble at almoft every
flep; and the intermediate fpace was a f{urface of loofe
burnt flones, which broke under their feet like potfherds.
They threw flones into feveral of thefe chinks; which,
by the noife they made, feemed to fall to a confiderable
depth, and the ground founded hollow under their feet.

Sefides thefe difcouraging circumftances, they found their
guides {o averfe to going on, that they believed, what-
ever their own determinations might have been, they could
not have prevailed on them to remain our another night,
They, therefore, at laft agreed to return to the {hips, after
taking a view of the country, from the higheft trees which
the place afforded. From this elevation they faw them-
felves furrounded, on all fides, with wood toward the fea;
they could not diftinguifh, in the horizon, the tky from
the water; and between them and the inowy moun-
tain, was a valley about feven or eight miles broad, above
which the mountain appeared only as a hill of a moderate
fize.

They refted this night at a hut in the fecond wood, and
on the joth, before noon, they had got clear of the firflt, and
found themfelves about nine miles to the North Ealt of the
thips, toward which they direted their marcl through the
plantations. As they pafled along, they did not obferve a
fingle fpot of ground, that was capable of improvement, left
unplanted ; and, indeed, it appeared, from their account,
hardly poflible for the country to be cultivated to greater
advantage for the purpofes of the inhabitants, or made to
yield them a larger fupply of neceffaries for their fubfift-
ence. They were furprized to meet with leveral fields of
hay; and on inquiring to what ufes it was applied, were
told, it was defigned to cover the young tarrow grounds, in

order
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order to preferve them from being fcorched by the fun,
They faw a few fcattered huts amongft the plantations,
which ferved for occafional fhelter to the labourers; burt no
villages at a greater diftance than four or five miles from
the fea. Near one of them, about four miles from the bay,
they found a cave, forty fathoms long, three broad, and of
the fame height. It was open at both ends; the fides were
fluted, as if wrought with a chiflel, and the furface glazed
over, probably by the action of fire.

Having given this account of the moft marerial cir-
cumfitances thar occurred on the cxpedition to the fnowy
mountain, I {hall now return to the other iflands that remain
to be delcribed.

The ifland next in fize, and neareft in fituation, to Owhy-
hee, is Mowee ; which lies at the diftance of cight leagues
North North Weft from the former, and is 140 geographical
miles in circumference. A low ifthmus divides it into two
circular peninfulas, of which that to the Eaft is called
Whamadooa, and is double the fize of the Weftern penin-
fula called Owhyrookoo. The mountains in both rife to an
exceeding great height, having been feen by us at the dil-
tance of upward of thirty leagues. The Northern thores,
like thofe of Owhyhee, afford no foundings; and the coun-
try prefents the fame appearance of verdure and fertility.
To the South Eaft, berween this and the adjacent ifles, we
had regular depths with a hundred and fifty fathoms, with
a fandy bottom. From the Weft point, which is low, runs
a fhoal, ftretching out toward Ranai, to a confiderable dif-
tance; and to the Southward of this, is a fine fpacious bay,
with a fandy beach, fhaded with cocoa-nut trees. It is pro-
bable that good anchorage might be found here, with {licl-

VorL. 11, Q_ by
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ter from the prevailing winds, and that the beach affords a
convenient place for landing, The country behind prefents
2 moft romantic appearance. The hills rife almoft perpen-
dicularly, in a great variety. of peaked forms; and their
fteep fides, and the deep chafims between them, are covered
with trees, amongft which thofe of the bread-fruit were
obferved particularly to abound. The tops of thefe hills are
entirely bare, and of a reddifh brown colour. We were in-
formed by the natives, that there is an harbour to the
Southward of the Eaft point, which they affirmed to be
fuperiour to that of Karakakooa; and we were alio told,
that, on the North Weit {fide, there was another harbour,
called Keepoo-keepoo.

Tahoorowa is a fmall ifland lying off the South Weft part
of Mowee, from which it is diftant three leagues. This

ifland is deftitute of wood, and the {oil feems to be fandy and
barren. Between Tahowrowa and Mowee lies the {mall un-
inhabited ifland Merrotinnee,

Morotoi is only two leagues and a half from Mowee to the
Weft North Weft. The South Weftern coaft, which was the
only part near which we approached, is very low; but the
land rifes backward to a confiderable height ; and, at the
diftance from which we faw it, appeared to be entirely
without wood. Its produce, we were told, confifts chiefly
of yams. It may, probably, have frefh water, and, on the
South and Weit fides, the coaft forms feveral bays, that pro-
mife good fhelier from the trade winds.

Ranai is about three leagues diftant from Mowee and Mo-
rotol, and lies to the South Weft of the paflage between
thefe iflands. The country, to the ‘South, is high and
craggy ; but the other parts of the ifland had a better afe
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pect, and appeared to be well inhabited. "We were told that
it produces very few plantains, and bread-fruit trees ;
but that it abounds in roots, fuch as yams, {weet potatoes,
and tarrow.

Woahoo lies to the North Weit of Morotoi, at the diftance
of about fevenleagues. As far as we could judge, from the
appearance of the North Eaft and North Weft parts (for we
faw nothing of the Southern fide), it is by far the fineft
afland of the whole group. Nothing can exceed the verdure
of the hills, the variety of wood and lawn, and rich culii-
vated wvallies, which the whole face of the country dif-
played. Having already given a defcription of the bay,
formed by the North and Weft extremiries, in which we
came 1o anchor, I have only to obferve, that in the bight of
the bay, to the South of the anchoring-place, we found
rocky foul ground, two miles from the fhore. Should the
ground tackling of a fhip be weak, and the wind blow
ftrong from the North, to which quarter the road is entirely
open, this circumflance might be attended with fome dan-
ger ; but with good cables there would be little rifk, as the
ground from the anchoring-place, which is oppofite to the
valley through which the river runs, to the North point, isa
fine fand.

Artool lies to the North Weft of Woahoo, and is diftant
from it about twenty-five leagues. The face of the country,
to the North Eaft and North Weft, is broken and ragged;
but to the South itis more even; the hills rife with a gen-
tle flope from the fea-fide, and, at fome diftance back, are
covered with wocd. Its productions are the fame with thofe

of the other iflands; but the inhabitants far furpafs all the

neighbouring iflanders in the management of their plantc-
Q2 ations.
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ations. In the low grounds, adjoining to the bay where we:
lay at anchor, thefe plantations were divided by deep and
regular ditches; the fences were made with a neatnefs
approaching to elegance, and the roads through them were
thrown up and finithed, in 2 manner that would have done
credit to any European engineecr.,

Oneeheow lies five leagues to the Weltward of Attooi.
The Eaftern coaft is high, and rifes abruptly from the fea,
but the reft of the ifland confills of low ground; excepting a
round bluff head on the South Eaft point. It produces
abundance of yams, and of the {fweet root called Tee; but we
got trom it no other fort of provifions,

Oreehoua, and Talioora, are two fmall iflands in the
neighbourhood of Onecheow. The former is a fingle
high hummock, joined by a reef of coral rocks to the North-
crn extremity of Oneecheow. The latter lies to the South
Eaft, and is uninhabited.

The climate of the Sandwich Iflands differs very little
from that of the Weft India Iflands, which lie in the fame
latitude. Upon the whole, perhaps, it may be rather more:
temperate, The thermometer, on fhore in Karakakooa Bay,
never rofe higher than 88° and that but one day ; its mean
height, at noon, was 83°. In Wymoa Bay, its mean height
at noon was 76%, and when out at fea, 75 The mean
height of the thermometer at nocn, in Jamaica, is about 86°,.
at fea 8o°,

Whether they be fubject to the fame violent winds and
hurricanes, we could not difcover; as we were not there in

any of the flormy months. However, as the natives gave
us no pofitive teftimony of the fa&, and no traces of their
effects were any where vifible, it is probable that, in this

refpect,
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refpect, they refemble the Society and Friendly Iflands,
which are, in a great meafure, free from thefe dreadful vi-
fitations.

During the four winter months that we remained amongft
thefe iflands, there was more rain, efpecially in the interior
parts, than ufually falls during the dry feafon in the iflands
of the Weft Indies. We generally faw clouds colleiting
round the tops of the hills, and producing rain to leeward ;
but after they are feparated from the land by the wind, they
difperfe, and are loft, and others fucceed in their place.
This happened daily at Owhyhee: the mountainous parts
being generally enveloped in a cloud; fucceflive thowers
falling in the inland country; with fine weather, and a clear
fky at the fea-thore.

The winds in general were, from Eaft South Eaft to North
Faft; though this fometimes varied a few points each way
to the North and South ; but thefe were light, and of fhort
duration. In the harbour of Karakakooa, we had a conflant
land and fea-brecze every day and night.

The currents feemed very uncertain ; {fometimes fetting to

windward ; and, at other times, toleeward, withoutany re-
gularity, They did not appear to be governed by the winds,
nor any other caufe that I can aflign : they frequently fet to
windward againft a freth breeze.

The tides are very regular, flowing and ebbing fix hours
each. The flood comes from the Eaftward; and 1t 1s high
water at the full and change of the moon, forty-five mi-
nutes paft three, apparent time. Their greateft rife is two
feet feven inches; and we always obferved the water to be
four inches higher when the moon was above the horizon,
than when it was below.
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The quadrupeds in thefe, as in all the ‘other iflands that
have been dilcovered in the South fea, are confined to three
forts, dogs, hogs, and rats. The dogs are'of the fame {pe-
cies with thofe of Otaheite, having fhort crooked legs, long
backs, and pricked ears. 1Idid not obferve any variety in
them, except in their fkins; {fome having long and rough
hair, and others being quite {fmooth. They are about the
fize of a common turnipir; exceedingly {luggith in their
nature; though perhaps this may be more owing to the
manner in which they are treated, than to any natural dif-
pofition in them. They are, in general, fed, and left to
herd, with the hogs; and I do not recolleét one inftance in
which a dog was made a companion in the manner we do
in Europe. Indeed, the cuftom of eating them is an infu-
perable bar “to their admiflion into fociety, and as there are
neither beafts of prey in the ifland, nor objeéts of chace,
it 15 probable, that the {ocial qualities of the dog, its fide-
lity, attachment, and fagacity, will remain unknown to the
natives.

The number of dogs in thefe iflands did not appear to be
necarly equal, in proportion, to thofe in Oraheite. But on
the other hand, they abound much more in hogs; and the
breed is -of a larger and weightier kind. The fupply of
provifions of this kind, which we got from them, was really
aftonithing. We were near four months, either cruifing off
the coaft, or in harbour at Owhyhee. During all this time,
a large allowance of frefh pork was conflantly ferved to both
crews: {o that our confumption was computed at about fixty
puncheons of five hundred weight each. Befides this,
and the incredible wafte which, in the midft of fuch plenty,
was not to be guarded againft, fixty puncheons more were
falied for fea ftore. The greateft part of this fupply was

drawn
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drawn from the ifland of Owhyhee alone, and yet we could
not perceive that it was at all drained, or even that the abun-
dance had any way decreafed.

The birds of thefe iflands are as beautiful as any we have
feen during the voyage, and are numerous, though not va-
rious. There are four, which feem to belong to the trochils,
or honey-fuckers of Linnzus; one of which is fomething
larger than a bullfinch; its colour is a fine glofly black, the
rump-vent and thighs a deep yellow. It is called by the na-
tives hooboo. Another is of an exceeding bright fcarlet co-
lour ;. the wings black, and edged with white; and the tail
black ; its native name is- eeceve: A third, which feems to
be either a young bird, or’a variety of the foregoing, is va-
riegated with red, brown, and yellow. The fourth is en-
tirely green, with atinge of yellow, and is called akeicarosa.
There is a{pecies of thruth, with a grey breaft; and a fmall
bird of the flycatcher Kind; a rail, with very fhort wings
and no tail;, which, on that account, we named railus ecan-
dotus. Ravens are found here, but they are very fearce;
their- colour is dark brown, inclining to black; and their
note is different from the European. Here are two fmall
birds, both of one genws, that are very common: one is
red, and generally feen about the cocoa-nut trees, particu-
larly when they are in flower, from whence it feems to de-
rive great part of its {ubfiftence; the other is green ;
the tongues of both are long and ciliated, or fringed at
the tip. A bird with a yellow head, which, from the
ftructure of its beak, we called a parroquet, is likewife
very common. It, however, by no means belongs to that
tribe, but greatly refembles the lexia flavicans, or yellowith
crofs-bill of Linnzus.

Tl
[
P
B
o

g

1779
BMarch,

‘!-—-.r-—\—J



A'VOYAGE TO

NN Here are alfo owls, plovers of two forts, one very like
\—— the whiftling plover of Europe; a large white pigeon; a
bird with a long rtail, whofe colour is black, the vent
and feathers under the wing (which is much longer
than is ufually feen in the generality of birds, except the
‘birds of paradife) are yellow; and the common water or

darker hen.

Their vegetable productions are nearly the fame with the
reft of the South-fea iflands. I have before mentioned, that
the farrow root is much fuperiour to any we had before tafled,
and that we attributed this excellence to the dry method of
cultivating it. The bread-fruit trees thrive here, notin fuch
abundance, but produce double the quantity of fruit they
do on the rich plains of Otaheite. The trees are nearly
of the fame height, but the branches begin to flrike
out from the trunk much lower, and with greater luxu-
riance. Their fugar-canes are alfo of a very unufual fize.
One of them was brought to us at Atooi, meafuring eleven
inches and a quarter in circumference ; and having fourteen

feer eatable.

At Oneeheow they brought us feveral large roots of a
brown colour, thaped like a yam, and from {ix o ten pounds
in weight. The juice, which it yields in great abundance,
is very fweet, and of a pleafant tafte, and was found to be
an excellent fubftitute for fugar. The natives are very fond
of it, and ufe it as an article of their common diet ; and our

people alfo found it very palatable and wholefome. We could

not learn to what {pecies of plant it belonged, having never
been able to procure the leaves ; but it was {fuppofed, by our
botanifts, to be the root of fome kind of fern.

Agreeably
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Agrecably to the practice of Caprain Cook, 1 fhall fubjoin 3778
an abfiract of the aftronomical obfervations which were «———2
made at the obfervatory in Karakakooa Bay, for determin-
ing its latitude and longitude, and for finding the rate and
error of the time-keeper. To thefe are fubjoined the mean
variation of the compafs, the dip of the magnetic needle, and

o table of the latitude and longitude of the Sandwich Iflands.

The latitude of the obfervatory, deduced
from meridian zenith diftances of the
fun, eleven flars to the South, and
four flars to the North of the zenith  19° 28’ o" North.

The longitude of the obfervatory, de-
duced from 253 fets of lunar obferva-
tions; ecach fet confiting of fix ob-
ferved diftances of the fun from the
moon, or flars; 14 of the above fets
were only taken at the obfervatory,
105 fets being taken whilft cruizing
off Owhyhee; and 134 fets, when at
Atooi and Oneeheow ; all thefe being
reduced to the obfervatory, by means
of the time-keeper - - 204" o o' Eaft.

The longitude of the obfervatory, by
the time-keeper, on the 1g9th' January
1779, according to 1ts rate, as found at
Greenwich - - S T, B B o A

The longitude of the obfervatory, by
the time-keeper, on the 1g9th January
1779, according to its rate, corrected at
different places, and laft at Samga-
noodha Harbour, in Oonalafchka - 203" 37" 22" Eaft.
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775 The daily rate of the time-keeper

ArCE s L n
%~ lofing on mean time, was 9',6; andon
the 2d February 1779, it was 14" 41' 1"

flow for mean time,

The variation of the compafs, by azi-
muths obferved on fhore, with four
different compafles - -

The wvariation of the compafs, by azi-
muths, obferved on board the Relolu-
tion, with four different compaffes -

Dip of the North pole of {Balanced needle
the magnetic needle { Unbalanced or
on thore, with plain needle

DipoftheNorth poleof) 1
the magnetic needle ﬁaxbm:ccddnccd ;L}
on board, with nbalanced needle

A Table of the Latitude and Longitude of the

Lflands.
(The North point - -
| South point - =3 =
Sies {I Baft poigd 11 adn e
| Karakakooa Bay - i
Eaft point - = -
Mowee South point - -
Well point - - -
Morokinnee - - “
Tahoorowa - - v
Ranai. South point - - -
Morotol. Well point - - -

O.

8 6 o' Eaft.

™

7" 32

40" 22’

-]

40° 41’ 1

41° g0
40" 30

Latitude,
20" 17’
18° 54
19" 34/
19" 28
20° ¢o’
20" 34'
20! 54/
20" 39’
20° 38
20" 46°
21° 10

o Eaft.

Sandwich

Longitude,

zo3 &
202° 46
Woahoo,

e
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Latitude, Longitade,

Woahoo. Anchoring-place - 21* 42'  202° ¢

Atooi. Wymoa Bay - - 21° &7 2000 26

Onecheow. Anchoring-place - 21° 50'  199° 45
2 ¥

Oreehoua - - - 2252 199° 52’
Tahoora _ - 21° 43 199" 36
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