Landesbibliothek Oldenburg

Digitalisierung von Drucken

A Voyage To The Pacific Ocean

Undertaken, By The Command Of His Majesty, For Making Discoveries in
the Northern Hemisphere. To Determine The Position and Extent of the
West Side of North America; its Distance from Asia; and the Practicability
of a Northern Passage to Europe. Performed Under The Direction Of
Captians Cook, ...

King, James
Cook, James

London, 1784

Chap. VII. General Account of the Sandwich Islands continued. - Of the
Inhabitants. - Their Origin. - Persons. - Pernicious Effects of the Ava.
-Numbers. - Disposition and Manners. - Reasons for ...

urn:nbn:de:gbv:45:1-2282

Visual \\Llibrary



A VOYAGE TO

CHAUP. VI

General Aecount of the Sandwich Iflands continued —Of the
Inbabitants.—Their Origin.—Perfons.—Pernicious Ef-
Jetts of the Ava.— Numbers.— Difpofition and Manners.
—Reafons for fuppofing them not Cannibals.—Drefs and
Ornamentsc—Villages and Houfes.—Food —Occupations
and Amufements.— Addicted to Gaming —Their extra-
ordinary Dexterity in Swimming —Arts and Marnufac-
tures—Curious Specimens of their Sculpture —Kipparee,
or Method of painting Cf.r?rfr.u—ﬂfaf.r.—ﬁjizu}fg Hooks,
—Cordage—Salt Pans.—W arlike Inflruments.

I E inhabitants of the Sandwich Iflands are undoubt-

edly of the fame race with thofe of New Zealand, the
Society and Friendly Iflands, Eafler Ifland, and the Marque-
{as; a race that polleffes, without any intermixrure, all the
known lands between the latitudes of 47° South, and 2¢°
North, and between the longitudes of 184° and 260° Eaft.
This fact, which, extraordinary as it is, might be thought
fufficiently proved by the ftriking fimilarity of their manners
and cuftoms, and the general refemblance of their perfons,
15 eftablifhed, beyond all controverfy, by the abfolute iden-
tity of their language.

From what continent they originally emigrated, and by
what fleps they have fpread through fo vaft a fpace, thofe
who are curious in difquifiions of this nature, may per-
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haps not find it very difficult to conjeéture. It has been al-
ready obferved, that they bear ftrong marks of aflinity to
fome of the Indian tribes, that inhabit the Ladrones and Ca-
roline Iflands; and the fame affinity may again be traced
amongft the Battas and the Malays. When thefe events
happened, is not fo eafy to afcertain; it was probably not
very lately, as they are extremecly populous, and have no
tradition of their own origin, but what is perfetly fabulous ;
whillt, on the other hand, the unadulterated ftate of their
general language, and the fimplicity which ftill prevails in
their cuftoms and manners, feem to indicate, that it could
not have been at any very diftant period.

The natives of thefe iflands are, in general, above the
middle fize, and well made; they walk very gracefully,
run nimbly, and are capable of bearing great fatiguc;

though, upon the whole, the men are fomewhat inferior,
in point of firength and activity, to the Friendly iflanders,
and the women lefs delicately limbed than thofe of Otaheite.
Their complexion is rather darker than that of the Otaheite-
ans, and they are not altogether fo handfome a people *.
However, many of both fexes had fine open countenances;
and the women, in particular, had good eyes and teeth, and
a {weetnefs and fenfibility of look, which rendered them
very engaging. Their hair is of a brownifh black, and
neither uniformly flraight, like that of the Indians of Ame-
rica, nor uniformly curling, as amongit the African ne-
groes, but varying, in this refpect, like the hair of Europe-
ans. One flriking peculiarity, in the featuresof every part
of this great nation, I do not remember to have feen any

* The annexed print of & maen of Sandwich Ifands, was taken from 2 portrait of
our fricnd Kancena,

where
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where mentioned; which is, that, even in the handfome(t
faces, there is always a fulnefs of the noftril, without any
flatnefs or fpreading of the nofe, that diftinguithes them
from Europeans. It is not improbable that this may be the
eifect of their ufual mode of falutation, which is performed
by prefling the ends of their nofes together.

The farie fuperiority that is obfervable in the perfons of
the Erees, through all the other iflands, is found alfo here;
Thofe whom we faw were, without exception, perfeétly
well formed; whereas the lower fort, befides their general
inferiority, are fubject to all the variety of make and figure
that is feen in the populace of other countries. Inftances
of deformity are more frequent here, than in any of the
other illands, Whilit we were cruifing off Owhyhee, two
dwarfs came on board, one an old man, four feet two
inches high, but exadlly proportioned, and the other a wo-
man, nearly of the fame height. We afterward faw three
natives, wha were hump-backed, and a young man, born
without hands or feet. Squinting is alfo very common
amonglt them ; and a man, who, they faid, had been born
blind, was brought to us to be cured. Befides thefe parti-
cular imperfections, they are, in general, very fubje& to
boils and ulcers, which we attributed to the great quanticy
of {alt they eat with their fleth and fifh. The Ereer are very
free from thefe complaints; but many of them fuffer il
more dreadful effets from the immoderate ufe of the gve,
Thote who were the moft affeéted by it, had their bodies co-

vered with a white {curf, their eyes red and inflamed, their

limbs emaciated, the whole frame trembling and paralytic,
accompanied with a difability to raife the head. Though
this drug does not appear univerfally to fhorten life, as was

evident
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evident from the cafes of Terreeoboo, Kaco, and fome other
Chiefs, who were very old men; yet it invariably brings on
an carly and decrepid old age. It is fortunate, that the ufe
of it is made one of the peculiar privileges of the Chiefs.
The young fon of Terreeoboo, who was about twelve years
old, ufed to boaft of his being admitted to drink sva, and
fhewed us, with great triumph, a fmall fpot in his fide that
was growing fcaly.

There is fomething very fingular in the hiftory of this
pernicious drug, When Captain Cook firflt vifited the So-
ciety Hlands, it was very lirtle known among them. On
his fecond voyage, he found the ufe of it vety prevalent at
Ulictea ; but it had fiill gained very little ground ar
Otaheite. When we were laft there, the dreadful havock
it had made was beyond belicf, infomuch that the Cap-
tain fecarce knew many of his old acquaintances. At
the Friendly Hlands, it is alfo conftantly drunk by the
Chiefs, but fo much dilured with water, that it does not
appear to produce any bad effefts. At Atooi, alfo, it is
ufed with grear moderation, and the Chiefs are, in confe-
quence, a much finer fet of men there, than in any of the
neighbouring iflands. We remarked, that, by difcontinu-
ing the ufe of this root, the noxious effedts of it foon
wore off. Our good friends, Kaireekeea and old Kaoo,
were perfuaded by us to refrain from ir; and they recovered
amazingly during the fhort time we afterward remained in,
the ifland.

It may be thought extremely difficult to form any pro-
bable conjeftures refpeting the population of iflands,
with many parts of which we are but imperfectly ac-

2 quainted.

29
1570
March,

L |



A OO ASE,TO

quainted.” There are, however, two circam{tances, that
take away much of this objeftion; the firlt is, that the
interior parts of the country are entirely uninhabited ; fo
that, if the number of the inhabitants along the coaft be
known, the whole will be pretty accurately determined.
The other is,  that there are no towns of any confider-
able fize, the habitations of the natives being pretty
equally difperfed in fmall villages round all their coafts.
It is on this ground that I fhall venture at a rough
calculation of the number of perfons in this group of
iflands.

The bay of Karakakooa, in Owhyhee, is three miles in
extent, and contains four villages of about eighty houfes
each; upon an average, in all three hundred and twenty ;
befides a number of firaggling houfes; which may make
the whole amount to three hundred and fifty. From the
frequent opportunities I had of informing myfelf on this
head, 1 am convinced, that fix perfons to a houfe is a very
moderate allowance ; fo that, on this calculation, the coun-
try about the bay contains two thoufand one hundred fouls.
To thefe may be added fifty families, or three hundred
perfons, which I conceive to be necarly the number em-
ployed in the interior parts of the country amongft their
plantations; making in all two thoufand four hundred.
If, therefore, this number be applied to the whole extent
of coaft round the ifland, deducting a quarter for the unin-
habited parts, it will be found to contain ene hundred and
fifty thoufand. By the fame mode of calculation, the reft
of the iflands will be found to contain the following num-
bers:

Owhyhee,
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Owhyhee, 150,000
Mowee, 65,400
‘Woahoo, 60,200
Atool, §4,000
Morotoi, 20,000
Oneeheow, 10,000
Ranai, 20,400
Orechoua, 4,000

Total of inhabitants, 400,000

I am pretty confident, that, in this calculation, I have not
exceeded the truth in the total amount. If we compare the
numbers {fuppoled to be in Owhyhee, with the populatien
of Otaheite, as fettled by Dr. Forfter, this computation will
be found very low. The proportion of coaft, in the latter
illand, is, to that of Owhyhee, only as one to three: the
number of inhabitants in Otaheite he ftates to be one hun-
dred and twenty-one thoufand five hundred; though, ac-
cording to his own principles, it thould be double that
amount. . Again, if we compare it with the medium popu-
lation of the countries in Europe, the proportion will be in
favour ef the latter nearly as two to one.

Notwith{tanding the irreparable lofs we {uffered from the
fudden refentment and violence of thefe people,: yet, in
juftice to their general condudt, it muft be acknowledged,
that they are of the moft mild and affeétionate difpofition;

equally remote from the extreme levity and ficklenefs of the

Otaheiteans, and the diftant gravity and referve of the inha-
bitants of the Friendly Iflands. They appear to live in the
utmoft harmony and friendthip with one another. The wo-
men, who had children, were remarkable for their tender
and conftant attention to them ; and the men would often

Vok. III, S lend
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lend their affiftance in thofe dometftic offices, with a willing-
refs that does credit to their feelings.

It muft, however, be obferved, that they fall very fhort of
the other iflanders, in that beft teft of civilization, the refpect
paid to the women. Here they are not only deprived of the
privilege of eating with the men, but the beft forts of food
are fabooed, or forbidden them. They are not allowed to eat
pork, turtle, feveral kinds of fifh, and fome {pecies of the
plantains ; and we were told that a poor girl got a terrible
beating, for having eaten, on board our fhip, one of thefe
interdicted articles. In their domeftic life, they appear to
live almoft entirely by themfelves, and though we did not
obferve any inftances of perfonal ill-treatment, yet it was
evident they had little regard or attention paid them.

The great hofpitality and kindnefs, with which we were re-
ceived by them, have been already frequently remarked ;
and indeed they make the principal part of our tranfactions
with them. Whenever we came on fhore, there was a con-
ftant ftruggle who fhould be moft forward in making us lit-
tle prefents, bringing refrefhments, or fhewing fome other
mark of their refpe. The old people never failed of re-
ceiving us with tears of joy; feemed highly gratified with
being allowed to touch us, and were conftantly making com-
parifons between themfelves and us, with the ftrongeft
marks of humility. The young women were not lefs kind
and engaging, and, till they found, notwithftanding our ut-
moft endeavours to prevent it, that they had reafon to re-
pent of our acquaintance, attached themfelves to us without

the leaft referve.

In juftice, however, to the fex, it muft be obferved, that
thefe ladies were probably all of the lower clafs of the

people;
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people; for I am {lrongly inclined to believe, that, excepting
the few, whofe names are mentioned in the courfe of our
narrative, we did not fee any woman of rank during our ftay
amongit them.

Their natural capacity feems, in no refpeét, below the
common ftandard of mankind, Their improvements in
agriculture, and the perfection of their manufatures, are
certainly adequate to the circumftances of their fituation, and
the natural advantages they enjoy. The eager curiofity, with
which they attended the armourer’s forge, and the many
expedients they had invented, even before we left the iflands,
for working the iron they had procured from us, into fuch
forms as were beft adapted to their purpoles, were flrong
proofs of docility and ingenuity.

dJur unfortunate friend, Kaneena, poflefled a degree of ju-
dicious curiofity, and a quicknefs of conception, which was
rarely met with amongft thefe people. He was very inquifi-
tive after our cultoms and manners; afked afrer our King;
the nature of our government; our numbers; the method
of building our fhips; our houles ; the produce of our coun-
try; whether we had wars; with whom ; and on what oc-
cafions; and in what manner they were carried on; who
was our God; and many other queftions of the fame na-
ture, which indicated an underflanding of great compre-
henfion.

We met with two inftances of perfons difordered in their
minds, the one a man at Owhyhee, the other a woman ai
Oneecheow. ‘It appeared, from rthe particular attention and

refpect paid to them, that the opinion of their being in{pired

by the Diviniy, w
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Though the cuftom, of eating the bodies of their enemies;
be not known, by pofitive evidence, to exift in any of the
South Sea Iflands, except New Zealand, yet it is extremely
probable, thatit was originally prevalent in them all. The
facrificing human vitims, which feems: evidently to be a
relick of this horrid practice, ftill obtains univerfally amongft
thefe ilanders; and it is eafy to conceive, why the New
Zealanders fhould retain-the repaft; which was probably the
laft aét of thefe thocking rites, longer than the relt of their
tribe, who were firuated in more mild and fruitful climates.
As the inhabitants of the Sandwich Iflands certainly bear a
nearer refemblance to thofe of New Zealand, both in their
perfons and difpofition, than to any other people of .this fa-
mily, fo it was flrongly fufpeted, by Mr. Anderfon, that,
like them, they ftill continue to feaft on human fleth. The
evidence, on which he founds this opinion, has been ftated
very fully in the tenth chapter of the third book *; but, as
I always entertained great doubts of the juftice of his con-
clufions, it may not be improper to take this occafion of
mentioning the grounds on which I venture to differ from
him. With refpect to the information derived from the na-
tives themielves, I fhall only obferve, that great pains were
taken, by almoft every officer on board, to come at the
knowledge of fo curious a circumflance; and thar, except
in the two inftances mentioned by Mr. Anderfon, we found
them invariably denying the exiftence of any fuch cuflom
amongft them. It muft be allowed, that Mr, Anderfon’s
knowledge of their language, which was fuperior o that
of any other perfon in either thip, ought certainly to give his

opinion great weight; at the fame time, 1 muft beg leave to

% See Vol II. p. oog, 210—2145

remark,
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remark, that, being prefent when he examined the man
who had the fmall piece of falted flefh 'c.vi';*ppcd in cloth, it
flruck me very forcibly, that the figns he made ufe of meant
nothing more, than that it was intended to be eat, and that
it was 1--::1}' pleafant or wholefome to the ftomach. In this
opinion I was confirmed, by a circumflance which came to
our ];uowlca:‘-'--:. after the death of my worthy and ingenious
friend, wiz. that almoft every native of thefe iflands carried
about with ]1|1:1, either in his calibafh, or wrapped up in a
piece of cloth, and tied about his waift, a {mall piece of
raw pork, highly falted, which they confidered as a great
delicacy, and ufed now and then to tafte of. With refpeét
to the confufion the young lad was in (for he was not more

than

i

fizsteen or eighteen years of age), no one could have
been I'-'.'.J';i":r.l:.:l at it, who had feen the eager and carneft
manner in which Mr. Anderfon queftioned him.
The argument drawn from the 111‘11'11111u'1: made with
fhark’s teeth, and which is 11C:L:Ty of the fame form with
thofe ufed at New Zealand for cutting up the bodies of their
cnemies, 15 much more difficule to controvert.
to be an undoubted faét, that this knife, if it may be fo
called, 1s never ufed by them in cutiing the fleth of other

amimals, However, as-the cuftom of offering human facri-

fices, and of burning the bodies of the flain, is flill preva-

lent here, it is not improbable, that the ufe of this inftru-
ment is retained in thofe ceremonies. Uj pon the whole, I
am {trongly inclined to think, and par tlc,ul_u ly from this laft
eircumftance, that the horrid practice, in queftion, has but
lately ceafed amongft thefe and other iflands of the South
Sea. Omai, when preffed on this fubjec, confefled, that,
i the rage and fury of revenge, they would fometimes tear
the flefly of their enemies, Li!h-,t were flain, with their teeth

5 but
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but pofitively denied that they ever eat ir. This was cer-
tainly approaching as near the fact as could be; but, on the

other hand, the denial is a flrong proof that the praltice
has actually ceafed; fince in New Zealand, where it flill
exifts, the inhabitants never made the {malleft fcruple of
confefling it.

The inhabitants of thefe iflands differ from thofe of the
Friendly Ifles, in fuffering, almoft univerfally, their beards
to grow. There were, indeed, a few, amonglt whom was
the old king,
it only upon the upper lip. The fame variety, in the man-

that cut it off entirely; and others that wore

ner of wearing the hair, is alfo obfervable here, as among
the other iflanders of the South Sea; befides which, they
have a fafhion, as far as we know, peculiar to themfelves.
They cut it clofe on each fide the head, down to the ears,
leaving aridge, of about a fmall hand’s breadth, running
from the forehead to the neck ; which, when the hair is
thick and curling, has the form of the creft of the ancient
helmet. Others wear large quantities of falfe hair, flowing
down their backs in long ringlets, like the figure of the in-
habirants of Horn Ifland, as feen in Dalrymple’s Voyages;
and others, again, tie it into a fingle round bunch on the
top of the head, almoft as large as the head itfelf; and
fome into five or fix diftinét bunches. They daub their
hair with a grey clay, mixed with powdered fhells, which
they keep in balls, and chew into a Kind of foft pafte, when
they have occafion to makeufe of it. This keeps the
hair fmooth; and, in tme, changes it to a pale yellow
colour.

Both fexes wear necklaces, made of flrings of fmall va-

riegated fhells ; and an ornament, in the form of the handle

of
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of a cup, about two inches long, and half an inch broad,
made of wood, ftone, or ivory, finely polifhed, which is
hung about the neck, by fine threads of twifted hair,
doubled fometimes an hundred fold. Inftead of this or-
nament, fome of them wear, on their breaft, a fmall
human figure, made of bone, fulpended in the fame man-
ner.

The fan, or fly-flap, is alfo an ornament ufed by both
{exes. The moft ordinary kind are made of the fibres of the
cocoa-nut, tied loofe, in bunches, to the top of a fimooth po-
lifhed handle. The tail-feathers of the cock, and of the tro-
pic-bird, are alfo ufed in the fame manner ; but the moft
valuable are thofe which have the handle made of the arm
or leg bones of an enemy {flain in battle, and which are pre-
ferved with great care, and handed down, from father to
{fon, as trophies of ineftimable value.

The cuftom of fattowing the body, they have in common
with the reflt of the natives of the South Sea lflands; but it
is only at New Zealand, and the Sandwich Iflands, that they
tattow the face. There is alfo this difference between the
two laft, that, in the former, it is done in elegant {piral vo-
lutes, and in the latter, in firaight lines, crofling each other
at right angles. The hands and arms of the women are
alfo very neatly marked, and they have a fingular cuflom
amongft them, the meaning of which we could never
learn, - that of tattowing the tip of the tongues of the fe-
males.

From fome information we received, relative to the cuftom
of tatfowing, we were inclined to think, thatitis frequently

intended as a fign of mourning on the death of a Chief, or

any other calamitous event. For-we were often told, that
8 fuch
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fuch a particular mark was in memory of fuch a Chief; and
fo of the reft. . It may be here, too, obferved, that the low-
elt clafs are often #atfowed with a mark, that diltinguifhes
them as the property of the feveral Chiefs to whom they
belong.

The drefs of the men generally confifts only of a piece of
thick cloth called the mars, about ten or twelve inches broad,
which they pafs between the legs, and tie round the waiit.

B

This is the common drefs of all ranks of people. Their
mats, fome of which are beautifully manufactured, are of
various fizes, but moftly about five feet long, and four
broad. Thefe they throw over their fhoulders, and bring
torward before; but they are feldom ufed, except in time of
war, for which purpofe they feem bertter adapted than for
ordinary ufe, being of a thick and cumberfome texture, and
capable of breaking the blow of a ftone, or any blunt wea-
pon. Their feet are generally bare, except when they have
occafion to travel over the burnt flones, when they fecure
them with a {ort of fandal, made of cords, twifted from the
fibres of the cocoa-nut. Such is the ordinary drefs of thele
iflanders; but they have another, appropriated to their
Chiefs, and ufed on ceremonious occafions, confifting of a
feathered cloak and helmet, which, in point of beauty and
mugniﬂuﬂmc. 15 perhaps nearly equal to that of any nation
in the world. As this drefs has been already defcribed with
great accuracy and minutenefs, 1 have only to add, that
thefe cloaks are made of different lengths, in proportion to
the rank of the wearer, fome of them reaching no lower
than the middle, others trailing on the ground. The infe-
rior Chiefs have alfo a fhort cloak, refembling the former,
made of the long tail-feathers of the cock, the topic and
man of war birds, with a broad border of the fmall red and

yellow
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yellow feathers, and a collar of the fame. Others again
are made of feathers entirely white, with variegated bor-
ders. The helmet has a flrong lining of wicker-work, ca-
pable of breaking the blow of any warlike inftrument, and
{feems evidently defigned for that purpofe.

Thefe feathered drefles feemed to be exceedingly fcarce,
appropriated to perfons of the higheft rank, and worn
by the men only. During the whole time we lay in Karaka-
kooa Bay, we never faw them ufed but on three occafions -
in the curious ceremony of Terreeoboo's firft vific to the
thips ; by fome Chiefs, who were feen among the crowd on

{hore, when Captain Cook was killed ; and, afterward, when
Eappo brought his bones to us.

The exaét refemblance between this habit, and the cloak
and helmet formerly worn by the Spaniards, was too ftrik-
ing not to excite our curiofity to inquire, whether there
were any probable grounds for fuppofing it to have been
borrowed from them. After exerting every means in
our power, of obtaining information on this fubject, we
found that they had no immediate knowledge of any other
nation whatever; nor any tradition remaining among them
of thefe iflands having been ever vifited before by fuch fhips
as ours. But notwithftanding the refulc of thefe inquiries,
the uncommon form of this habit appears to me a fufficient
proof of its European origin; efpecially when added to ano-
ther circumftance, that it is a fingular deviation from the
general refemblance in drefs, which prevails amongft all the
branches of this tribe, difperfed through the South Sea.
We were driven indeed, by this conclufion, to a fuppofition
of the fhipwreck of fome Buccaneer, or Spanifh fhip, in
the neighbourhood of thefe iflands. But when it is recol-

Vo, IIL T lected,
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vi.  leced, that the courfe of the Spanifh trade from Acapulco
*—— to the Manillas, is but a few degrees to the Southward of
the Sandwich Ilflands, in their paflage out, and to the North-
ward, on their return, this fuppofition will not appear in the

leaft improbable.

The common drefs of the women bears a clofe refem-
blance to that of the men. They wrap round the waift a
picce of cloth, that reaches half way down the thighs; and
iometimes, in the cool of the evening, they appeared with
loofe pieces of fine cloth thrown over their thoulders, like
the women of Otaheite. The pau is another drefs very fre-
quently worn by the younger part of the fex. It is made of
the thinneft and finelt fort of cloth, wrapt feveral times
round the waift, and defcending to the leg; fo as to have
exactly the appearance of a full fhort petticoat. Their hair
is cut fhort behind, and turned up before, as is the fathion
among the Otaheiteans and New Zealanders; all of whom
differ, in this refpect, from the women of the Friendly
Iflands, who wear their hair long. We faw, indeed, one
woman in Karakakooa Bay, whofe hair was arranged ina
very fingular manner; it was turned up behind, and brought
over the forchead, and then doubled back, {o as to form a
lort of {hade to the face, like a fmall bonner,
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Their necklaces are made of (hells, or of a hard, fhining,
red berry. Befides which, they wear wreaths of dried flowers
of the Indian mallow; and another beautiful ornament,
called eraie, which is generally put abour the neck, bur is
ometimes tied like a garland round the hair, and fometimes
worn 1n both thefe ways at once, as may be feen in the print
of the woman of the Sandwich Iflands. Tt is a ruff of the thick-
nefs of a {inger, made, in a curious manner, of exceedingly

{mall
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fmall feathers, woven fo clofe together as to form a furface
as fmooth as that of the richell velver. The ground was
generally of a red colour, with alternate circles of green,
yellow, and black. Their bracelets, which. were alfo of
great variety, and very peculiar kinds, have been already
defcribed.

At Atooi, fome of the women wore little figures of the
turtle, neatly formed of wood or ivory, tied on their fingers
in the manner we wear rings. Why this animal is thus
particularly diftinguifhed, I leave to the conjectures of the
curious. There is alfo an ornament made of fhells, faftened
in rows on a ground of flrong netting, fo as to {irike each
other, when in motion ; which both men and women, when
they dance, tic either round the arm or the ankle, or below
the knee. Inftead of fhells, they {fometimes make ufe of
dogs teeth, and a hard red berry, refembling that of the
holly.

There remains to be mentioned another ornament (if fuch
it may be called), the figure of which may be better con-
ceived from the annexed print, than any written defcrip-
tion. It is a kind of mafk, made of a large gourd, with
holes cut in it for the eyes and nofe. The top was fluck full
of fmall green twigs, which, at a diftance, had the appear-
ance of an elegant waving plume; and from the lower part
hung narrow ftripes of cloth, refembling a beard. We never
{aw thele mafks worn but twice, and both times by a num-
ber of people together in a canoe, who came to thefide of
the thip, laughing and drolling, with an air of mafquerad-
ing. Whether they may not likewife be ufed as a defence
for the head againft fltones, for which they feem beft de-
figned, or in fome of their public games, or be merely in-

T 2 tended
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tended for the purpofes of mummery, we could never in-
form ourfelves.

It has already been remarked, in a few inftances, that
the natives of the Sandwich Iflands approach nearer to the
New Zealanders, in their manners and cuftoms, than to
either of their lefs diftant neighbours of the Society or
Friendly Iflands. This is in nothing more obfervable, than
in their method of living together in fmall towns or vil-
lages, containing from about one hundred to two hundred
houfes, built pretty clofe together, without any order, and
having a winding path leading through them. They are
generally flanked, toward the fea, with loofe derached walls,
which probably are meant both for the purpofes of fhelter
and defence. The figure of their houfes has been already
defcribed. They are of different fizes, from eighteen feer
by twelve, to forty-five by twenty-four. There are fome of

a larger kind ; being fifty feet long and thirty broad, and
quite open at one end. Thefe, they told us, were defigned

for travellers or ftrangers, who were only making a fhort
ftay.

In addition to the furniture of their houfes, which has
been accurately defcribed by Captain Cook, I have only to
add, that at one end are mats on which they fleep, with
wooden pillows, or fleeping flools, exactly like thofe of the
Chinefe. Some of the better fort of houfes have a court-
yard before them, ncatly railed in, with fmaller houfes
built round it, for their fervants. In this area they generally
cat, and fit during the day-time. In the fides of the hills,
and among the fteep rocks, we al{o obferved feveral holes or
caves, which appeared to be inhabited ; but as the entrance
was defended with wicker-work, and we alfo found, in the

only
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only one that was wvifited, a ftone fence running acrofs it
within, we imagine they are principally defigned for
places of retreat, in cafe of an attack from an enemy.

The food of the lower clafs of people confifts principally
of fifh, and vegetables; fuch as yams, fweet-potatoes, tar-
row, plantains, fugar-canes, and bread-fruit. To thefe, the
people of a higher rank add the flefh of hogs and dogs,
drefled in the fame manner as at the Society Iflands. They
alfo eat fowls of the fame domelftic kind with ours; but
they are neither plentiful, nor much efteemed by them. It
is remarked by Captain Cook, that the bread-fruit and yams
appeared fcarce amonglt them, and were reckoned great
rarities. We found this notr to be the cafe on our fecond
vifit; and it is therefore moft probable, that, asthefe vege-
tables were generally planted in the interior parts of the
country, the natives had nothad time to bring them down to
us, during the {hort ftay we made in Wymoa Bay. Their fith
they falt, and preferve in gourd-thells; nor, as we at firft
imagined, for the purpofe of providing againft any tempo-
rary {carcity, but from the preference they give to falted
meats. For we alfo found, that the Erees ufed to pickle
pieces of pork in the fame manner, and efteemed it a greac
delicacy.

Their cookery is exaltly of the fame fort with that al-
ready defcribed, 1n the accounts that have been publifhed
of the other South Sea iflands; and though Captain Cook
complains of the fournefs of their tarrow puddings, yet, in
juftice to the many excellent meals they afforded us in Kara-
kakooa Bay, I muft be permitted to refcue them from this
general cenfure, and to declare, that I never eat bettér even in
the Friendly Iflands. Itis however remarkable,that they had

nok
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not got the artof preferving the bread-fruit, and making the
four pafte of it called Maibee, as at the Society Iflands ; and it
was fome fatusfaction to us, in return for their great kind-
nefs and hofpitality, to have it in our power to teach them
this ufeful fecret. They are exceedingly cleanly at their
meals: and their mode of drefling both their animal and
vegetable food, was univerfally allowed to be greatly fupe-
rior to ours. The Chiefs conftantly begin their meal with-a
doze of the extract of pepper-root, brewed after the ufual
manner. The women eat apart from the men, and are zs-
booed, or forbidden, as has been already mentioned, the ufe
of pork, turtle, and particular kinds of plantains, How-
cver, they would ear pork with us in private ; but we could
never prevail upon them to touch the two laft articles.

‘The way of fpending their time appears to be very fimple,
and to admit of little variety. They rife with the fun; and,
after enjoying the cool of the evening, retire to reft a few
hours after fun-fer. The making of canoes and mats forms
the occupations of the Erzes; the women are employed in
manufacturing cloth; and the Zowiows are principally en-
gaged in the plantations and fithing. Their idle hours are
filled up with various amufements. Their voung men and
women are fond of dancing; and, on more folemn ocea-
fions, they have boxing and wreftling matches, after the
manner of the Friendly Ilflands; though, in all thefe re-
fpeéts, they are much inferior to the larter.

Their dances have a much nearer refemblance to thofe of
the New Zealanders, than of the Otaheiteans or Friendly

Ilanders. They are prefaced with a flow, folemn fong, in
which all the party join, moving their legs, and gently firik-
ing their brealls, in a manner, and with attitudes, that are

perfeétly
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perfectly ealy and graceful; and fo far they are the fame
with the dances of the Society Iflands. When this has lafted
about ten minutes, both the tune and the motions gradu-
ally quicken, and end only by their inabiliry to fupport the
fatigue; which part of the performance is the exact coun-
ter-part of that of the New Zealanders; and (as it is among
them) the perfon who ufes the moft vielent action, and
holds our the longeft, is applauded as the beft dancer, It is
to be obferved, thar, in this dance, the women only take a
part, and that the dancing of the mien is nearly of the fame
kind with what we faw of the fmall parties at the Friendly
Iflands ; and which may, perhaps, with more propriety, be
called the accompaniment of {fongs, with correfponding and
graceful motions of the whole body. Yet as we were {pec-
tators of boxing exhibitions, of the fame kind with thofe we
were entertained with at the Friendly Iflands, itis probable
that they had likewife their grand ceremonious dances, in
which numbers of both fexes aflifted. :

Their mulfic is alfo of a ruder kind, having neither flutes
nor reeds, nor inflruments of any other forr, thar we faw,

except drums of various fizes. DBut their fongs, which they
fung in parts*, and accompany with a gentle motion of the
arms,

# As this circumfltance, of theit fagme fn paris, has been much doubted by
perfons eminently fkilled in mufic, and would be exceedingly curious if it was
clearly afcertained, 1t 15 to be lamented that it cannot be more podn vely
nicated.

Captain Burney, and Captain Phillips of the Marines,
knowledge of muiic, have given it as their opinion, that
is to [ay, that they lung together in difterent. notes, whie
nony.

Thefe pentlemen have fully teftified, that the
ftudied their pecformances before they were exhibited |
ifea of different notes being ufeful in harmony; and alioy thut they rehearfed

thelr
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arms, in the fame manner as the Friendly Iflanders, had a
very pleafing effect.

It is very remarkable, that the people of thefe iflands are
great gamblers. They have a game very much like our
draughts; but, if one may judge from the number of
fquares, itis much more intricate. The board is about two
feet long, and is divided into two hundred and thirty-eight
{quares, of which there are fourteen in a row, and they

their compofitions in private, and threw out the inferior voices, before they ven-
tured to appear before thofe who were fuppofed to be judges of their fkill in
miufic,

In their regular concerts, each man had a bamboo, which was of a different
length, and gave a different tone : thefe they beat againft the ground, and each per-
former, affilted by the note given by this inftrument, repeated the (ame note, accoms-
panying it by words, by which means it was rendered fometimes thort, and fometimes
long. In this manner, they fung in chorus, and not only produced oftaves to each
other, according to their different fpecies of voice, butfell on concords, fuch as were
not difagreeable to the ear.

Now, to overturn this faft; by the reafoning of perfons who did not hear thefe per-
formances, is rather an arduous tafk, And, yet, there is great improbability that any
uncivilized people {hould, by accident, arrive at this degree of perfeftion in the art of
mulfic, which we imaginecan only be attained by dint of ftudy, and knowledge of the

fyftem and theory upon which mulfieal compofition is founded.  Such miferable jargon

25 Our country i"j';L]m-E'!“;ms pr:té’c'l!:_', which may be _iuIl:E_'.' deemed the lowelt clafs of
counterpoint, or ﬁr"b'::‘"'-': in feveral parts, cannot be :l.-:‘qullt!tl in the coarfe manner in
which it is -:-n|-:'<-rm|_-¢_'1 in the churches, without confiderable time and |'.|r:'.-(:|:ir:1:, It is,
therefore, fcarcely credible, that a people, femi-barbarous, fhould naturally arrive at
any pecfeftion in that art, which it is much doubted whether the Greeks and Romans,
with all their refinements in mufic, ever attained, and which the Ullincl'::_ who have
been |'1l'lg£‘-.' civilized than any |>9|:|?Er_' on the g'ln'n::_lI have not yet found out,

If Captain Burney (who, by the teftimony of kis father, perhaps the greateft mufi-
cal theorift of this or any other age, was able to have done ili:l had written down, in
European notes, the concords that thefe people fung ; and if thefe concords had been
fuch as Furopean ears could tolerate, there would have been no longer doubt of
the fadt : but, as it is, it would, in my opinion, be a rafh jIJIJ_L"ZT:I:'ﬂt to venture to
affirm that they did or did not underftand counterpoint ; and therefore I fear that
this curious matter muft be confidered as fill remaining undecided.

2 make
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make ufe of black and white pebbles, which they move from
fquare to {quare.
There is another game, which confifts in hiding 2 {tone
under a piece of cloth, which one of the parues fpreads our,
and rumples in fuch a manner, that the place where the

flone lies is difficult to be diftinguithed. The antagonift,

with a ftick, then ftrikes the part of the cloth where he ima-
gines the ftone to be; and as the chances are, upon the
whole, confiderably againft his hiuing ir, odds, of all de-
grees, varying with the opinion of the fkill of the partes,
are laid on the fide of him who hides.

Befides thefe games, they frequently amufe themfelves
with racing-matches between the boys and girls ; and here
again they wager with great {pirit. Ifaw a man in a molt
violent rage, tearing his hair, and beating his breaft, after
lofing three hatchets at one of thefe races, which he had
juft before purchafed from us, with half his {fubfiance.

Swimming is not only a neceffary art, in which both
their men and women are more expert than any people we
had hitherto feen, but a favourite diverfion amongit them.
Orne particular mode, in which they fometimes amufed
themfelyes with this exercife, in Karakakooa Bay, appeared
to us moft perilous and extraordinary, and well deferving a
diftinét relation.

The furf, which breaks on the coaft round the bay, ex-
tends to the diftance of about one hundred and fifty yards
from the thore, within which fpace, the furges of the fea,
accumulating from the thallownefs of the water, are dafthed
againft the beach with prodigious violence. Whenever,
from {tormy weather, or any extraordinary {well at fea, the
impetuofity of the furf is increafed to its utmoft heighr, they

Vor. lIL U choofe
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choofe that time for this amufement, which is performed in
the following manner: Twenty or thirty of the natives,
taking each a long narrow board, rounded at the ends, fet
out together from the fhore. The firft wave they meet, they
plunge under, and fuffering it to roll over them, rife again
beyond it, and make the beft of their way, by fwimming,
out into the fea. The fecond wave is encountered in the
fame manner with the firft; the great difficuley confifting
in feizing the proper moment of diving under it, which, if
milled, the perfon is caught by the I"urf,tuml driven back
again with great violence; and all his dexterity is then re-
quired to prevent himfelf from being dathed againft the
rocks. As foon as they have gained, by thefe repeated ef-
forts, the fmooth water beyond the furf, they lay them-
felves atlength on their board, and prepare for their return,
As the furf confifts of a number of waves, of which every
third is remarked to be always much larger than the others,
and to flow higher on the fhore, the reft breaking in the
intermediate fpace, their firft object is to place themfelves
on the fummit of the largeft furge, by which they are
driven along with amazing rapidity toward the fhore. If by
miftake they fhould place themfelves on one of the fmaller
waves, which breaks before they reach the land, or fhould
not be able to keep their plank in a proper diretion on the
top of the fwell, they are left expofed to the fury of the

nest, and, to avoid ir, are obliged again to dive and regain
the place, from which they fet out. Thofe who fucceed in
their object of reaching the fhore, have fiill the greateft
danger to encounter. The coaft being guarded by a chain

of rocks, with, here and there, a fmall opening between
them, they are obliged to fleer their board through one of
thefe, or, in cafe of failure, to quit it, before they reach the

4 rocks,




THE PACILIETOC YOCE AN

rocks, and, plunging under the wave, make the beflt of
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their way back again. This is reckoned very difgraceful, ‘—m—
and is alfo atended with the lofs of the board, which I
have often feen, with great terror, dafhed to pieces, at the
very moment the iflander quitted it. The boldnefs and ad-
drefs, with which we faw them perform thefe difficult and
dangerous mancuvres, was altogether aftonifhing, and is

fcarcely to be credited .

An accident, of which I was a near fpeftator, thews at
how early a period they are fo far familiarized to the water,
as both to lofe all fears of it, and to fet its dangers at de-
fiance. A canoe being overfet, in which was a woman with
her children, one of them an infant, who, I am convinced,
was not more than four years old, feemed highly delighted
with what had happened, {fwimming about at its eafe, and
playing a hundred tricks, till the canoe was put to rights
again.

Befides the amufements I have already mentioned, the
young children have one, which was much played ar, and
fhewed no fmall degree of dexterity. They take a fhort
ftick, with a peg fharpened at both ends, running through
one extremity of it, and extending about an inch on each
fide; and throwing up a ball made of green leaves moulded
together, and fecured with twine, they catch it on the point
of the peg; and immediately throwing it up again from the
peg, they turn the flick round, and thus keep catching
iton each peg alternately, without mifling it, for a confider-
able ime. They are not lefs expert at another game of the
fame nature, tofling up in the air, and catching, in their

=
¥ An amufement, fomewhat fimilar to this, at Otaheite, has been defcribed,
Vel IL. p. 1580,
U a rns,
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turns, a number of thefe balls; fo that we frequently faw
little children thus keep in motion five at a time. With this
latter play the young people likewife divert themielves at
the Friendly Ilands.

The great refemblance which prevails in the mode of
agriculture and navigation, amongift all the inhabitants of
the South Sea iflands, leaves me very little to add on thole
heads. Captain Cook has already defcribed the figure of
the canoes we faw at Atool. Thofe of the other iflands were
precifely the fame; and the largeft we faw was a double ca-
noe belonging to Terreeoboo, which meafured feventy feet
in length, three and a half in depth, and twelve in breadth ;
and each was hollowed out of one tree.

The progrefs they have made in fculpture, their fkill in
;!‘;i:ﬂitlg cloth, and their nmnuf:lﬂl_u";ng; of mats, have been

all particularly defcribed. The moft curious fpecimens of
the former, which we faw during our {fecond vifit, are the
bowls, in which the Chiefs drink ave. Thefe are ufually
about eight orten inches in diameter, perfectly round, and
beautifully polithed. They are fupported by three, and
fometimes four fmall human figures, in various attitudes.
Some of them reft on the hands of their fupporters, ex-
tended over the head ; others on the head and hands ; and
fome on the fhoulders. The figures, I am told; are accu-
rately proportioned, and neatly finifhed, and even the ana-
tomy of the mulfcles, in fupporting the weight, well
exprefled.

Their cloth 13 made of the fame materials, and in the
fame manner, as at the Friendly and Society Hlands, That
which is defigned to be painted, is of a thick and firong tex-
ture, feveral folds being beat and incorporated together

after
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after which it is cut in breadths, about two or three feet
wide, and is painted 1n a variety of patterns, with a compre-
henfivenefls and regularity of defign, that befpeaks infinite
tafte and fancy. The exaétnefs with which the moft intri-
cate patterns are continued, 1s the more furprizing, when
we confider, that they have no ftamps, and that the whole is
done by the eye, with pieces of bamboo cane dipped in
paint; the hand being fupported by another piece of the
cane, in the manner practifed by our painters. Their co-
lours are extracted from the fame berries, and other vege-
table {ubftances, as ar Otaheite, which have been already
defcribed by former voyagers.

The bufinefs of painting belongs entirely to the women,
and is called #kipparee; and it is remarkable, that they
always gave the fame name to our writing. The young
women would often take the pen our of our hands, and
thew us, that they knew the ule of it as well as we did ; at
the fame time telling us, that our pens were not {fo good as
theirs. They looked upon a fheer of written paper, as a
piece of cloth ftriped afrer the fathion of our country, and
it was not without the utmoft difliculty, that we could make
them underftand, that our figures had a meaning in them
which theirs had nor.

Their mats are made of the leaves of the pandanus ; and,
as well as their cloths, are beautifully worked in a variety

of patterns, and ftained of different colours. Some have a

ground of pale green, fported with fquares, or romboids, of

red ; others are of a ftraw colour, {potted with green; and
others are worked with beautiful ftripes, either in ftraight
or waving lines of red and brown. In this article of manu-

fatture, whether we regard the ftrength, finenefs, or beauty,

they certainly excel the whole world.
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Their fithing-hooks are made of mother-of-peatl, bone,
or wood, pointed and barbed with {fmall bones, or tortoife-
fhell. They are of warious fizes and forms; bur the moft
common are about two or three inches long, and made in
the thape of a {fmall fith, which ferves as a bait, having a
bunch of feathers tied to the head or tail. Thofe with
which they fith for fharks, are of a very large fize, being
generally fix or eight inches long. Confidering the mate-
rials of which thefe hooks are made, their ftrength and
neatnefs arc really aftonithing ; and in fa& we found them,
upon trial, much fuperior to our own.

The line which they ufe for fithing, for making nets, and
for other domeftic purpofes, is of different degrees of fine-
nefs, and is made of the bark of the touta, or cloth tree,
neatly and evenly twifted, in the fame manner as our com-
mon twine; and may be continued to any length., They
have a finer forr, made of the bark of a {fmall thrub called
areemab ; and the fineft is made of human hair; but this laft
is chiefly ufed for things of ornament. They alfo make
cordage of a flronger kind, for the rigging of their canoes,
from the fibrous coatings of the cocoa-nuts. Some of this
we purchafed for our own ufe, and found it well adapted to
the {fmaller kinds of running rigging. They likewife make
another fort of cordage, which is flat, and exceedingly
ftrong, and ufed principally in lathing the roofing of their
houfes, or whatever they wifth to faften tight together,
This laft is not twifted like the former forts, but is made of
the fibrous flrings of the cocoa-nur’s coat, plaited with the

fingers, in the manner our failors make cheir points for the
reefing of fails.

The gourds, which grow to {fo enormous a fize, that fome
of them are capable of containing from ten to twelve gal-
lons,
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lons, are applied to all manner of domeftic purpofes; and in
order to fit them the better to their refpective ufes, they have
the ingenuiry to give them different forms, by tying band-
ages round them during their growth. Thus, fome of
them are of along, cylindrical form, as beft adapted to con-
tain their fithing-tackle; others are of a dith form, and
thefe ferve to hold their falt, and falted provifions, their
puddings, vegetables, &c.; which two forts have neat clofe
covers, made likewife of the gourd; ethers again are ex-
actly the fthape of a bottle with a long neck, and in thefe
they keep their water. They have likewife a method of
fcoring them with a heated inftrument, o as to give them
the appearance of being painted, in a variety of neat and
elegant defigns.

Amongft their arts, we muft not forget that of making
falt, with which we were amply fupplied, during our flay at
thefe iflands, and which was perfectly good of its kind.
Their falt-pans are made of earth, lined with clay ; being
generally {ix or eight feet fquare, and about eight inches
deep. They are raifed upon a bank of ftones near the high
water mark, from whence the falt water is condudied to the
foot of them, in fmall trenches, out of which they are fill-
ed, and the fun quickly performs the neceffary procefs of
evaporation. The falt we procured at Atooi and Oneeheow,
on our firlt vifit, was of a brown and dirty {fort; but that
which we afterward got in Karakakooa Bay, was white, and
of a moft excellent quality, and in great abundance. Be-

S

fides the quantity we ufed in faliing pork, we filled all our

empty cafks, amounting to fixicen puncheons, in the Refo-

lution only.
Their inflruments of war are fpears ; daggers, called pa-
“a0as 3 clubs; and flings. The {pears are of two forts; and
e
made
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made of a hard folid wood, which has much the appear-
ance of mahogany. One fort 1s from fix to eight feet in
length, finely polifhed, and gradually increafing in thicknefs
from the extremity till within about halfa foor of the point,
which tapers fuddenly, and is furni hed with four or {ix
rows of barbs. It is not improbable, that thefe might be
ufed in the way of darts. The other fort, with which we
(aw the warriors at Owhyhee and Atooi moftly armed, are
twelve or fifteen feet long, and, inftead of being barbed,
terminate toward the point, like their daggers.

The dagger, or pahooa, 1s made of heavy black wood, re-
fembling ebony. Its length is from one 1O tWO feetr, with
a firing pafling through the handle, for the purpofe of fuf-
pending it to the arm. For its thape, I mutft refer the reader

to figure 6, in Plate LXVIL

The clubs are made indifferently of . feveral forts of wood.
They are of rude workmanfhip, and of a variery of fhapes
and fizes.

The {lings have nothing fingular about them ; and in no
refpect differ from our common {lings, except that the flone
is lodged on a piece of matting inftead of leather.

G 'H:AP.
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