Landesbibliothek Oldenburg

Digitalisierung von Drucken

A Voyage To The Pacific Ocean

Undertaken, By The Command Of His Majesty, For Making Discoveries in
the Northern Hemisphere. To Determine The Position and Extent of the
West Side of North America; its Distance from Asia; and the Practicability
of a Northern Passage to Europe. Performed Under The Direction Of
Captians Cook, ...

King, James
Cook, James

London, 1784

Chap. III. Continuation of 'Transactions in the Harbour of St. Peter and
St. Paul. - Abundance of Fish. - Death of a Seaman belonging to the
Resolution. - The Russian Hospital put under the Care of ...

urn:nbn:de:gbv:45:1-2282

Visual \\Llibrary



HARE” HE

Comiinuation of Jfrff‘ a&ions in the Harbour ff S
and St f” 1, - Abundance of I -"n ———D‘“ 2th
gian be 'I_.=. 2ing Lo the f\.g,-’ 1t ;1.—-} é 11
pnder the {Zm.; of the Ship's Surgeon: St

S '-'“Jl' 3 /

ot Y et 3

and Cattle.—Celebration of the J[.‘f.;f;‘;
f)iﬁ;f'-ﬂ’x-"' ,r'f:'i;'f'z}"f (774 r:'f the |
a .Vc: rans—Steer to the Northbward.—

s of the Ruffian Charts.—Kam

—_{J {Il"f "I:J '-'Jllr:l:'-{' ! .I'- I|r:."-: 'Ir' " _‘I:'II{L: ":l' i 'I L ill-:':"'f)'.;

ATl
tVafs.
-

I.-\. 3 |l' i
v r 7 ¥
Afta and America, and the _.Ii,-'.'r':'r'.'n'-i

Various Attemmpts to get to ke Norto,

Tanrence,—Vi from the [ame Point, of the Go

| 3. f T .
Continents.—Qbfirutied by nnpenet

K I._.:'.' I.' .I:
and white Bears J".-'-" T it rhtain O
and j.-'u’.-'.-;'-_: j

‘i-'_." AVING concluded the laft chapter with an account of
our return from Bolcheretlk, acc ~-“-‘-|‘--':‘='l:l='--3 !'.'f
Behm, the Commander of Kamtfchatka, and of his de
I {hall proceed to rclate ti he tranfadtions that pailed in the
harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul ;:--._'.ri \z
the 7th of May, {oon after we had left the bay, a
piece of ice drove acrofs the cut-water of the Refolution,
and brought home the fmall bower anchor. This abliged

them to weigh the other anchor, and moor again. The

carpenters,
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carpenters, who were employed in {lopping the leak, were
obliged to take off a great part of the fheathing from the
bows, and found many of the trunnels fo very lcole and
rotten, as to be eafily drawn out with the fingers.

On the 11th, they had heavy gales from the North Eaft,
which obliged both the fhips to ftrike yards and topmails ;
but in the afternoon the weather being more moderate, and
the ice having drifted away as far as the mouth of the
harbour of St. Peter and St Paul, they warped clofe to the
(hore for the greater convenience of watering and wooding,
and again moored as before; the town bearing North half
Weft, half a mile diftant, and the mouth of the bay, fhut
in by the gouthernmoft point of Rakowina harbour, South.

The next day a party was fent on (hore to cut wood, but
made little progrefs on account of the fnow, which ftill co-
vered the ground. A convenient {pot was cleared away
abreaft of the fhips, where there was a fine run of water;

and a tent being erected for the cooper, the empty cafks

were landed, and the {2il-makers fent on fhore.

On-the 15th, the beach being clear of ice, the people were
fent to haul the feine, and caught an abundant fupply of
fine flat fith for both the (hips companies. Indeed, from
this rime, during the whole of our ftay in the harbour, we
were abfolutely mrcr*l'::m-'m'cd with the quantities of fith which
came in from every quartcr. The Tiions, both of this town,
and of Paratounca, a village in the nci;;hh{mr]mmi, had re-
ceived orders from Major Behm to employ all the kami-
fchadales in our fervice; fo that we frequently could not
rake into the {hips the p:'a_'[}cn::; that were [ent us.
confifted, in general, of flat fifh, cod, trout, an
Thefe lalt, which were 1n their full perfection
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delicious flavour, were exceedingly abundant in this bay,

“——— The Difcovery’s people furrounded, at one time, o great a

Sunday 14,

quantity in their feine, that they were obliged to throw a
vafl number out, left the net thould be broken to pieces ;
and the cargo they landed was afterward fo plentiful, thar,
befides a fufficient ftore for immediate ufe, they filled as
many calks as they could fpare for falting; and, after fend-
ing to the Refolution a fufficient quantity for the fame
purpofe, they left feveral bufhels behind on the beach.

The fnow now began to difa pPpear very rapidly, and abun-
dance of wild garlic, celery, and nettle tops were gathered
for the ufe of the crews; which being boiled with whear
and portable foup, made them a wholefome and comfort-
able breakfaft; and with this they were fupplied €Very morn-
ing. The birch-trees were alfo tapped, and the fweet juice,
which they yiclded in great quantities, was conftantly mixed
with the men’s allowance of brandy.

The next day, a fmall bullock, which had been procured
for the fhips companies by the ferjeant, was killed ; and
weighed two hundred and feventy-two pounds. [ was
ferved out to both crews for their Sunday’s dinner, being
the firlt piece of frefh beef they had tafted fince onr de-
parture from the Cape of Good Hope in December 1776, a
period of near twa years and 2 half,

This evening died John Macintofh, the carpenter’s mate,
after having laboured under a dyfentery ever fince our de-
parture from the Sandwich Hlands: he was g very hard
working quiet man, and much regreteed by his mefs-mates.
He was the fourth perfon we loft by ficknefs during the
voyage; but the firft who could be faid, from his age, and
the conltitutional habits of his body, to have had, on our

X fetting
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fetting out, an equal chance with the reft of his comrades:
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Watman, we {uppofed to be about fixty years of age; and ‘———’

Roberts, and Mr. Anderfon, from the decay, which had
evidently commenced before we left England, could nor,
in all probability, under any circumflances, have lived 2
greater length of time than they did.

I have already mentioned, that Captain Clerke’s health
continued daily to decline, notwithftanding the falutary
change of diet, which the country of Kamt{charka afforded
him, The prieft of Paratounca, as foon as he heard of the
-nfirm ftate he was in, fupplied him every day with bread,
milk, frefh butter, and fowls, though his houfe was fixtecn
miles from the harbour where we lay.

On our firft arrival, we found the Ruffian hofpital, which
is near the town of St. Peter and St. Paul, in a condition truly

deplorable. All the foldiers were, more or lefs, affetted by
the {curvy, and a great many in the laft ftage of thar dif-
order. The reft of the Ruflian inhabitants were alfo in the
fame condition; and we particularly remarked, that our
friend the ferjeant, by making too free with the {pirits we
gave him, had brought on himfelf, in the courfe of a few
days, fome of the moft alarming {ymptoms of that malady.
In this lamentable ftate, Captain Clerke put them all under
the care of our furgeons, and ordered a fupply of four krout,
and malt, for wort, to be furnifthed for their ufe. It was
aflonifhing to obferve the alteration in the figures of al-
moft every perfon we met on our return from Bolcheretfk ;
and I was informed, by our {urgeons, that they attributed
their {peedy recovery principally to the effects of the {fweet
WOrt.

On
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On the 1ft of June we got on board two hundred and fifty
poods, or nine thoufand pound weight of rye flour, with which
we were {upplied from the flores of St. Peter and St. Paul's;
and the Difcovery had a proportional quantity. The men
were immediately put on full allowance of bread, which
they had not been indulged in fince our leaving the Cape of
Good Hope. The fame day, our watering was completed,

having got on board fixty-five tons,

On the 4th, we had frefh breezes, and hard rain, which
difappointed us in our defign of drefling the fhips, and
obliged us to content ourfelves with firing twenty-one guns,
in honour of the day, and celebrating it in other refpects
in the beft manner we were able. Port, who was left with
us on account of his fkill in languages, behaved himfelf
with fo much modelty and difcretion, that, as {foon as his
mafler was gone, he was no longer Jean Port, but Monfieur
Port, the interpreter; and partook, as well as the lerjeant
(in his capacity of commander of the place), of the enter-
tainment of the day. Our worthy friend, the prieft of Para-

tounca, having got intelligence of its being our kino’s

birth-day, gave alfo a fumptuous fealt; at which fome of

our gentlemen were prefenr, who feemed highly delighted

with their entertainment, which confifted of abundance of
1

good eating and drinking, together with dancing.

On the 6th, twenty head of cattle were fent us by the

Commander’s orders from the Verchnei ¢fror, which isfitu-

ated on the river Kamtichatka, at the dif ince of near a

hundred miles from this place, in a diret line. Thev were

of a moderate fize; and, notwithitanding the Kamifchadales
had been feventeen days in driving them down to the har-
bour, arrived in good condition. The four followinz davs

1 wWCereg
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were employed in making ready for fea; and, on the 11th,
at two in the morning, we began to unmoor; but, before
we had got one anchor up, it blew {o ftrong a gale from the
North Eaft, that we kept faft, and moored again; conjectur-
ing, from the pofition of the entrance of the bay, that the
current of wind would fet up the channel. Accordingly,
the pinnace being fent out to examine the paflage, returned
with-an account, that the wind blew flrong from the South
Faft, with a great {well, fetting into the bay, which would
have made any attempt to get to {ea very hazardous.

Our friend Port now took his leave of us, and carried with
him the box with our journals, which was to go by the
Major, and the pacquet that was to be fent exprefs. On the
12th, the weather being moderate, we began to unmoor
again; but, after breaking the meflenger, and reeving a

running purchafe with a fix inch hawfer, which alfo
broke three times, we were obliged, at laft, to heave a
ftrain at low water, and wait for the flowing of the tide to
raife the anchor. This project fucceeded ; but not without
damaging the cable in the wake of the hawfe. At three,
we weighed the beft bower, and fet fail; and, at eight,
having little wind, and the tide making againft us, we
dropped anchor again in ten fathoms, off the mouth of
Rakowina ‘harbour; the gfror bearing North by Eaft half
Eaft, two miles and a half diftant; the needle rocks on the
Eaft fide of the paflage South South Eaft half Eaft; and the
high rock, on the Welt fide of the paflage, South.

On the 13th, at four in the morning, we got under way
with the ebb tide ; and, there being a dead calm, the i_:r_};{[f,:;
were fent ahead to tow the fhips. At ten, the wind
{pringing up from the South Eaft by South, and the tide

Vor. 1L, Hh having
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having turned, we were again cobliged to drop anchor in
feven fathoms; the Three Needle Rocks bearing South half
Faft; and the ofrog North half Eaft, at the diftance of one
mile from the neareft land. Afier dinner, I went, with
Captain Gore, on fhore on the Eaft fide of the paflage, wherc
we faw, in two different places, the remains of extenfive
villages ; and, on the fide of the hill, an old ruined parapet,
with fouror five embrafures. It commanded the paflage up
the mouth of the bay; and, in Beering's time, as he him-
felf mentions, had guns mounted on it. Near this place,
were the ruins of fome caverns under ground, which we
fuppofed to have been magazines.

At ix in the afternoon we weighed with the ebb tide, and
turned to windward ; but, ar eight, a thick fog arifing, we
vere obliged to bring to, as our foundings could not afford us
a {ufficient direction for fteering between feveral funk rocks,
which lie on each fide of the paflage we had to make. In
the morning of the 14th, the fog clearing away, we wei ighed
as foon as the tide began to ebb; and, h aving little wind,
fent the boats ahead to tow; but, at ten c_nl,sm, both the
wind and tide {fet in fo firong from the fea, that we were

again obliged to drop anchor in thirteen fathoms, the high
rock bearing Weft one quarter South, diftant three quarters
of a mile. Wc remained falt for the reft of the dav, the
wind blowing frefh into the mouth of the bay; :1:‘.-:1, tO=
ward evening, the weather had a very unufual appearance,
being exceedingly dark and cloudy, with an unfettled thifi-
ing wind.

5 i O ad o 15 s '.:-t g 11 -
rumbling noi elembling diftant hollow thunder; and,

when the day broke, we found the decks and fides of the

fthips
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fhips covered with a fine duft like emery, near an inch
thick. The air, at the fame time, continued loaded and
darkened with this fubftance ; and, toward the woleano

(M Lr

mountain, fituated to the North of the harbour, it was {o
thick and black, that we could not diftinguifh the body of
he hill. About twelve o'clock, and, during the afternoon,
the explofions became louder, and were followed by {howers
of cinders, which were, in general, about the fize of peas ;

though many were picked up from the deck larger than
a hazel nut. Along with the cinders fell feveral fmall ftones,
which had undergone no change from the action of fire. In
the evening we had dreadful chunder and lightning, which,
with the darkne(s of the atmofphere, and the fulphureous
{mell of the air, produced altogether a molt awful and terri-
fying effect. We were, at this time, about eight leagues
from the foot of the mountain.

On the 16th, at day-light, we again weighed anchor, and

flood out of the bay; but the ebb-tide fetting acrofs the paf-
fage upon the Eaftern fhore, and the wind falling, we were
driven very near the Three Needle Rocks, which lie on that
{ide of the entrance, and obliged to hoift out the boats, in
order to tow the fhips clear of them. At noon we Were two
leagues from the land, and had foundings with forty

3 1Oy -
three fathoms of line, over a bottom of {mall ftones, of the

tame kind with thofe which fell on our decks, afier the
eruption of the woleano; but whether they had been left

o R

there by the laft, or by fome former eruptions, w
able to derermine.

e Wer

The afpect of the country was now
what it had been on our firft arrival.
what remained on the tops of fome

Hh 2
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difappeared; and the fides of the hills, which, in many
parts, were well wooded, were covered with a beautiful ver-
dure.

As it was Captain Clerke’s intention to keep as much in
fight of the coaft of Kamtfchatka as the weather would per-
mit, in order to determine its pofition, we continued fteering
to the North North Eaft, with light and variable winds, till
the 18th, The welcana was fiill feen throwing up immenfe
volumes of fmoke ; and we had no foundings with one hun-
dred and fifty fathoms, at the diftance of four leagues from
the {hore.

On the 18th, the wind frethening from the South, the
weather became fo thick and hazy, as to make it imprii-
dent to attempt any longer to keep in fight of the land. But
that we might be ready to refume our furvey, whenever
the fogs fhould difperfe, we ran on in the dire®ion of the
coaft, as laid down in the Ruffian charts, and fired fignal
guns for the Difcovery to fleer the fame courfe. At eleven
o’clock, juft before we loft fight of the land, Cheeponfkoi
Nofs, fo called by the Ruflians (a defcription of which, as
well as the coaft between it and Awatfka Bay, will be given
hereafter), bore North North Eaft, diftant feven or eight
leagues.

On the 20th, at three in the morning, the weather having
cleared up, we flood in toward the land; and in an hour's
time faw it ahead, extending from North Weft 1o North
North Eaft, diftant about five leagues. The North part we
took to be Kronotfkoi Nofs; its pofition in the Ruffian charts
agreeing nearly with our reckoning as to its latitude, which
was 54° 42'; but, in longitude, we differed from them con-
fiderably, they placing it 1° 48’ Eaft of Awatfka ; whereas,

our
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our reckoning, corrected by the time-keepers and lunar ob-
{ervations, makes it 3° 34’ Eaftward of that place, or162° 1y
Eaft from Greenwich. The land abour this cape is very
high, and the inland mountains were ftill covered with fnow.
The thore breaks off in fteep clifls, and the coaff is without
any appearance of inlets or bays. We had not been long
gratified with this fight of the land, when the wind frefhen-
ed from the South Weft, and brought on a thick fog, which
obliged us to fland off to the North Eaft by Faft. The wea-
ther clearing up again at noon, we fleered toward the land,
expecting to fall in with Kamtfchatfkoi Nofs, and had fight
of it at day-break of the 2.1t

The Southerly wind was foon after fucceeded by a lioht

#, L )
breeze blowing off the land, which prevented our approach-
ing the coaft {ufliciently near to defcribe its afpect, or afcer-

tain, with accuracy, its diretion. At noon our latitude, by
obfervation, was 55" 52, and longitude (deduced from a
omparifon of many lunar obfervations, taken near this
time, with the time-keepers), 163° so'; the extremitics of
the land bearing North Weft by Weft, three quarters Weift,
and North by Weft three quarters Weft, the nearefl part
about eight leagues diftant. At nine o'clock in the evening,
having approached about two leagues nearer the coaft, we
found it formed a projeéting peninfula, extending abour
twelve leagues in a direfion nearly North and South. 1t is
level, and of a moderate height, the Southern cxtremity
terminating in a low ﬂuping point ; that to the North form-
ing a fteep blufl head; and between them, abour four
leagues to the Southward of the Northern Cape, there is a
confiderable break in the land. On each fide of this break
the land 1s quite low ; beyond the opening rifes a remark-

4 able
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1779-  able 2ddle-like hills and a chain of high mountains, co-
.~ yered with fnow, ranges along the back of the whole pen-
infula.

As the coaft runs in an even direftion, we were at a
great lofs where to place Kamtichatfkoi Nofs, which, ac-
cording to Muller, forms a projeting point about the
middle of the peninfula, and which certainly does not exift;
but I have fince found, that, in the general map publifhed
by the academy of Peterfburg in 1776, that name is given
to the Southern cape. This was found, by feveral accurate
oblervations, to be in latitude 56° 3', longitude 163" 20 ; the
difference in longitude, from the Ruflian charts, being the
fame as at Kronotfkoi Nofs, The variation of the compafs at
(his time was 1¢° Eaft. To the Southward of this peninfula
the great river Kamt{chatka falls into the fea.

As the feafon was too far advanced to admit of our making
an accurate furvey of the coaflt of Kamt{chatka, it was Cap-
tain Clerke’s plan, in our run to Beering’s Straits, to de-
termine principally the pofitions of the projefting points of
the coaft. We, therefore, direfted our courie acrofs an ex-
tenfive bay, laid down between Kamtichatfkoi Nofs and
Olutorfkoi Nofs, intending to make the latter ; which, ac-

cording to the Ruflian geographers, terminates the penin-
fula called Kamtfchatka, and becomes the Scuthern boun-
dary of the Koriaki country.

Teeflay 2z.  On the 22d, we pafled a dead whale, which emitted a
horrid flench, perceivable at upward of a league’s diftance ;
it was covered with a great number of fea-birds, that were
feafling on it.

Thurfdayzy,  OD the a4th, the wind, which had varied round the com-
pals the three preceding days, fixed at South Weft, and

brcmght
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brought clear weather, with which we continued our courfe
to the North Eaft by North; acrofs the bay, without any land
in fight.

This day we faw a great number of ;__-;1:]1.‘5, and were wit-
neffes to the difgufting mode of feeding of the arétic gull,
which has procured it the name of the parafite, and which,
if the reader is not already acquainted with ir, he will find
in the note below®.

On the 25th, at one o'clock in the afternoon, being in lati-
tude 59° 12/, longitude 168" 35', the wind frefhening from
the fame quarter, a thick fog fucceeded ; and this unfortu-
nately juft at the time we expeéted to fee Olutorfkoi Nofs,
which, if Muller places it right in latitude 59° 30, and in
longitude 167" 36/, could only have then been twelve leagues
from wus; at which diftance, land of a moderate height
might eafily have been feen. But if the fame error in lon-
gitude prevails here, which we have hitherto invariably
found, it would have been much nearer us, even before the
fog came on; and as we faw no appearance of land at that
time, it mufl either have been very low, or there mult be
fome miftake of latitude in Muller's account. We tried
foundings, but had no ground with one hundred and fixty
fathoms of line.

The weather ftill thickening, and preventing a nearer ap-
proach to the land, at five we fleered Ealt by North, which
is fomewhat more Eafterly than the Ruffian charts lay down
the trending of the coaft from Olutorfkoi Nofs. The next

day, we had a frefh gale from the South Weft, which lafted

% This bird, which is fomewhat larger than the common gull, purfues the latt
Eind whenever it mects them ;- the'pull, after Aying for fome time, with loud fcre
and evident marks of great terror, drops its dung, which its purfuer immediately

darts at, and cate hes before it falls into the fea.
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till the 27th at noon, when the fogs clearing away, we flood
to the Northward, in order to make the land. The latitude
at noon, by obfervation, was 3¢ 49, longitude 175" 43'.
Notwithftanding we faw fhags in the forenoon, which are
{uppofed never to go far from land, yet there was no ap-
pearance of it this day; but on the 28th, at {ix in the morn-
ing, we got fight of it to the North Weft. The coaft fhews
itfelf in hills of a moderate height; but inland, others are
feen to rife confiderably. We could obferve no wood, and the
fnow lying upon them in patches, gave the whole a very
barren appearance. At nine, we were about ten miles from
the {hore, the Southern extremity bearing Weft by South,
fix leagues diflant, beyond which the coaft appeared to trend
to the Weftward. This point being in latitude 6:° 48/, lon-
gitude 174" 48, lies, according to the Ruflian charts, near
the mouth of the river Opuka. At the fame time, the
Northern extreme bore North by Weft; between which and
a hill bearing North Weft by Weft a quarter Weft, and at this
diftance appearing to us like an ifland, the coalt feemed to
bend to the Weftward, and form a deep bay.

About eight miles from land, we perceived ourfelves in a
ftrong rippling ; and being appreheniive of foul ground, we
bore away to the North Eaft, along the fhore ; notwithftand-
ing, on heaving the lead, we found regular foundings of
twenty-four fathoms, over a gravelly bottom; from whence
we concluded, that this appearance was occafioned by a ride,
at that time running to the Southward. At noon, the ex-
tremes of the land bearing Weft South Weft three-quarters
Welt, and North North Eaft three-quarters Eaft, diftant from
the neareflt fhore four leagues, we were abreaft of the low
land, which we now perceived to join the two points, where
we had before expected to find a deep bay. The coaft bends

a little
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a little to the Weflward, and has a fmall inler, which may
probably be the mouth of fome trifling fiream. Our lat-
tude, by obfervation, was 61° 56, and longitude 175" 43
and the variation of the compafs 17° 30" Eaft.

We continued, during the afternocon, to run along the
{hore, at the diftance of four or five leagues, with a mode-
rate Wefterly breeze, carrying regular foundings from
twenty-eight to thirty-fix fathoms. The coalt prefented the
fame barren afpeft as to the Southward; the hills rifing
confiderably inland, but to what height, the clouds on their
tops put it out of our power to determine. At eight in the
evening, land was thought to have been feen to the Eaft by
North, on which we fteered to the Southward of Eaft; but
it turned out to be only a fog bank. At midnight, the ex-
treme point bearing North Eaft a quarter Eaft, we {fuppofed
it to be Saint Thadeus’s Nofs; to the Southward of which,
the land trends to the Weftward, and forms a deep bight,
wherein, according to the Ruffian charts, lies the river
Karirka.

On the 29th, the weather was unfettled and wvariable

[ L=

with the wind from the North Eaft. Ar noon of the goth,

our latitude, by obfervation, was 6:° 48, and longitude
18¢° o ; at which time Saint Thadeus’s Nofs bore North
North Weft, twenty-three leagues diftant, and beyond it
we obferved the coalt firetching almoft direétly North. The
moft Eafterly point of the Nofs is in latitude 62° 50, and

MCH Rl 20 b g ) - NI L e Ly
longitude 179° o), being 31° more to the Ealt, than whar the
Builians make 1. The land abour it mult be of a coafider

A oLhsndbitaic =

able height from its being feen ac fo grear a diftance. Dur-

i

ing the two laft days, we faw numbers of whales, large

feals, and {ca-horles; alfo gulls, fea-parrots, and alba-
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troffes. We took the advantage of a little calm wea-
ther to wy for fith, and caught abundance of fine
cod. The depth of water from fixty-five to feventy-five
fathoms.

On the 1t of July at noon, Mr. Bligh having moored a
{mall keg with the deep-fea lead, in feventy-five fathoms,
found the fhip made a courfe North by Eaft, half a mile an
hour. This he attributed to the effedt of a long Southerly
fwell, and not to that of any current. The wind frefhen-
ing from the South Eaft toward evening, we fhaped our
courfe to the North Eaft by Eaft, for the point called in Beer-
ing’s chart, Tfchukotikoi Nofs, which we had obferved on
the 4th of September laft year, at the fame time that we
{aw, to the South Eaft, the ifland of Saint Laurence. This
Cape, and Saint Thadeus's Nofs, form the North Eaft and South
Welt extremities of the large and deep Gulph of Anadir,
into the bottom of which the river of that name empties
ifelf, dividing, as it pafles, the country of the Koriacs
from that of the Tichutiki.

On the 3d at noon, the latitude, by obfervation, was 63°
33 and the longitude 186° 45'; half an hour after which
we got fight of the Tfchukotikoi Nofs, bearing North half
Welt, thirteen or fourteen leagues diftant, and at five in the
afternoon faw the ifland of Saint Laurence, bearing Eaft
three-quarters North ; and another ifland a little to the Faft.
ward of it, which we fuppofed to be between Saint Laurence
and Anderfon’s Ifland, about fix leagues Eaft South Eaft of
the former, As we had no certain accounts of this ifland,
Captain Clerke was defirous of a nearer profped, and im-
mediately hauled the wind toward it; bur, unfortunately,
we were not able to weather the ifland of Saint Laurence,

and
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and were therefore under the neceflity of bearing up again,
and pafling them all to the leeward.

We had a better opportunity of fettling the longitude of
the ifland Saint Laurence, when we laft faw it, than now.
But feeing it at that time but once, and to the Southward,
we could only determine its latitude fo far as we could
judge of diftances; whereas now the noon obfervations en-
abled us to afcertain it correctly, which is 63* 47. Its lon-
gitude was found to be 188" 1§/, as before. This ifland, if
its boundaries were at this time within our view, is about
three leagues in circuit. The North part may be feen at
the diftance of ten or twelve leagues ; but as it falls in low
land to the South Eaft, the extent of which we could not
ice, fome of us conjetured, that it might probably be
joined to the land to the Eaftward of it; this, however, the

hazinefs of the weather prevented our afcertaining. Thefe
ilands, as well as the land about the T{chukotikoi Nofs,
were covered with fnow, and prefented us with a moft
dreary piture. At midnight, Saint Laurence bore South
South Eaft, five or fix miles diftant; and our depth of water
was eighteen fathoms, We were accompanied by various
kinds of fea fowl, and faw feveral fmall crefted hawks.

The weather ftill continuing to thicken, we loft all'fight
of land till the 5th, when it appeared both to the North Eaft
and North Weft. Our latitude, by account, was, at this
time, 65° 24', longitude 189" 14. As the iflands of Saint
Diomede, which lic between the two continents in Beer-
ing’s ftrait, were determined by us laft year to be in latitude
65" 43, we could not reconcile the land to the North Eaft,
with the fituation of thofe iflands. We therefore flood to-
ward the land till three in the afternoon, when we were
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within four miles of it, and finding it to be two iflands,
were pretty well fatisfied of their being the fame; but the
weather {lill continuing hazy, to make fure of our {ituation,
we ftood over to the coaft of Afia, till feven in the evening;
at which time we were within two or three leagues of the
Eaft Cape of that continent,

This Cape is a high round head of land, extending four
or five miles from North to South, forming a peninfula, and
connected with the continent by a narrow neck of low land.
Its thore is bold, and off its North part are three high, de-
tached, fpiral rocks, At this time it was covered with {now,
and the beach furrounded with ice. We were now con-
vinced, that we had been under the influence of a ftrong
current, fetting to the North, that had caufed: an error in
our latitude at noon of twenty miles. In pafling this ftrait
the laft year, we had experienced the fame effeét.

Being at length {ure of our pofition, we held on to the
North by Eaft. At ten at night, the weather becoming clears
we had an opportunity of feeing, at the fame moment, the
remarkable peaked hill, near Cape Prince of Wales, on the
coaft of America, and the Eaft Cape of Afia, with the two

connecing iflands of Saint Diomede between them.

At noon on the 6th, the latwude; by account, was 67
North, and the longitude 191* 6 Eaft. Havingalready pafl-
ed a confiderable number of large mafles of ice, and ob-
ferved, that it ftill adhered in feveral places to the fhore on
the continent of Afia, we were not much furprized to fall
in, at three in the afternoon, with an extenfive body of it
ftretching away to the Weftward., This fight gave great dif~
couragement to our hopes of advancing much farther
Northward this year, than we had done the preceding.

Having
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Having little wind in the afternoon, we hoifted our the
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boats in purfuit of the fea-horfes, which were in great ———

numbers on the detached pieces of ice; but they foon re-
rurned withour fuccels ; thefe animals being exceedingly
fhy, and before they could come within gun-fhor, always
making their retreat into the water.

At {even in the evening, we hoifted in the boats, and the
wind frethening from the Southward, we floed on to the
North Eaft, with a view of exploring the continent of Ame-
rica, between the latitudes of 68° and 6ég°, which, owing 1o
the foggy weather lalt year, we had not been able to exa-
mine. In this attempt we were again in part difappointed,
For, on the 7th, at fix in the morning, we Were ftopped by
a large field of ice, ftretching from North Weft to South
Eaft; but foen after, the horizon becoming clear, we had
fight of the coaft of America, at about ten leagues diftance,
extending from North Eaft by Faft to Eaft, and lying, by ob-
fervation, between the 68° and 68° 20’ of latitude. As the
weather was clear, and the ice not high, we were enabled
to fec over a great extent of it, The whole prefented a fohid
and compact furface, not in the fmalleft degrec thawed;
and appeared to us likewife to adhere to the land.

The weather foon after changing to hazy, we faw no

more of the land; and there not remaining a poflibility of

approaching nearer to it, we {tood to the North North Well,

keeping the ice clofe on board, and got round its Wellern
extremity by noon, when we found it trending nearly North.
Our latitude at this time was, by account, 68° 22!, and lon-
gitude 192° 34. We continued our courfe to the North
North Eaft, along the edge of the ice, during the remain-
ing part of the day, pafling through many loofe pieces that

~: had
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had been broken off from the main body, and againft which,
notwithftanding all our caution, the fhips were driven with
greatr violence. Ateight o’clock in the evening, we paffed
fome drift wood; and at midnight the wind fhifted to the
North Weft; the thermometer fell from 38° to 31°, and we
had continued fhowers of fnow and {leer.

On the 8th, at five in the morning, the wind coming ftill
more to the Northward, we could no longer keep on the
fame tack, on account of the ice, but were obliged to ftand
to the Wellward. At this time our foundings had decreafed
to nincteen fathoms, from which, on comparing ic with
our obfervations on the depth of water laft year, we con-
cluded, that we were not at a greater diftance from the
American fhore than fix or feven leagues ; but our view was
confined within a much fhorter compafs, by a violent fall
of fnow. At noon, the laritude, by account, was 69° 2’
longitude 192" 42'. At two in the afternoon, the wcathm
cleared up, and we found ourfelves clofe to an expanfe of
what appeared from the deck folid ice ; but, from the maft-
head, it was difcovered to be compofed of huge compact
bodies, clofe and united toward the outer edge, but in the
interior parts, feveral pieces were feen floating in vacant
fpaces of the water. It extended from North Eaft by the
North to Weft South Weft, We bore away by the edge of it,
to the Southward, that we might get into clearer water;
for the flrong Northerly winds had drifred down fuch
quantities of loofe picces, that we had been, for fome
time, furrounded by them, and could not avoid ftriking
againft feveral, notwithftanding we reefed the topfails, :1{1{1
ftood under an eafy fail.

On the gth, we had a frefh gale from the North North
Weft, with heavy fhowers of fnow and fleer. The thermo-
3 meter
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meter was, in the night-time, 28° and at noon z2¢’. We
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continued to fleer Weft South Weft, as before, keeping as ——

near the large body of ice as we could, and had the mif-
fortune to rub off fome of the fheathing from the bows
againft the drift pieces, and to damage the cutwater. In-
deed, the fthocks we could not avoid receiving, were fre-
quently fo fevere, as to be attended with confiderable danger.
At noon, the latitude, by account, was 6g9° 12/, and longi-
tude 188° 5', The variation, in the afternoon, was found to
be 29° 30’ Eaft.

As we had now failed near forty leagues to the Weltward,
along the edge of the ice, without feeing any opening, or a
clear fea to the Northward beyond it, and had therefore no
profpect of advancing farther North for the prefent, Captain
Clerke refolved to bear away to the South by Eaft (the only
quarter that was clear), and to wait till the feafon was more
advanced, before he made any farther efforts to penetrate
through the ice. The intermediate time he propofed to
{pend in examining the bay of St. Laurence, and the coalt to
the Southward of it ; as a harbour fo near, in cafe of future
damage from the ice, would be very defirable. We alfo
wilhed to pay another vifit to our Tichutfki friends; and,
particularly, fince the accounts we had heard of them from
the Commander of Kamt{chatka,

We therefore flood on to the Southward, till the noon of
the 1oth, at which time we pafled greatr quantities of drifc-
ice, and the wind fell to a perfect calm. The latitude, by
obfervation, was 68" 1'; longitude 188° 30/, We pafled fe-
veral whales in the forenoon ; and, in the afternoon, hoifted
out the boats, and {fent them in purfuit of the fea-horfes,
which were in great numbers on the picces of ice that fur-

rounded
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rounded us. Our people were more fuccefsful than they
had been before, returning with three large ones, and a
young one; befides killing and wounding feveral others.
The gentlemen who went on this party were witnefles of
{feveral remarkable inftances of parental affection in thofe
animals. On the approach of our boats toward the ice,
they all took their cubs under their fins, and endeavoured
to efcape with them into the fea. Secveral, whofe young
were killed or wounded and left floating on the furface,
rofe again, and carried them down, fometimes juft as our
people were going to take them up into the boat ; and might
be traced bearing them to a great diftance through the wa-
ter, which was coloured with their blood: we afterward ob-
ferved them bringing them, at times, above the furface, as
if for air, and again diving under it with a dreadful bellow-
ing. The female, in particular, whofe young had been de-
{troyed, and taken into the boat, became {o enraged, that fhe
attacked the cutter, and ftruck her two tufks through the
botrom of ir.

Ateight in the evening, a breeze fprung up ro the Eaft-
ward, with which we {lill continued our courfe to the South-
ward, and at twelve fell in with numerous large bodies of
ice. We endeavoured to pufh through them with an eafy
fail, for fear of damaging the thip: and having gort a little
tarther to the Southward, nothing was to be f{een, bur one
compact field of ice, firetching 1o the South Weft, South

North Eafl, as far as the eve could reach.  This
and formidable obflacle put an end to Caprain

5 - T ' -1-1 i 1 Wi sdvea =5 « Py s i 4
adr] iL‘;hJ O "-Jl.n..|.'.“_.: Lie ]1"...1-\........, foan [lr”I!rllLt reniain-

ut back again to the Northward. Accordinely,
¥ (=T

rning of the r1th, we tacked, and flood
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to that quarter. At noon, the latitude, by obfervation, was
67" 4¢'; and longitude 186° 47"

On the 12th, we had light winds, with thick hazy wea-
ther; and, on trying the current, we found it fet to the
North Weft, at the rate of half a knot an hour. We conti-
nued to fteer Northward, with a moderate Southerly breeze,
and fair weather, till the 13th, atten in the forenoon, when
we again found ourfelves clofe in with a folid field of ice, to
which we could fee no limits from the maft head. This, at
once, dafhed all our hopes of penetrating farther; which
had been confiderably raifed, by having now advanced near
ten leagues through a fpace, which, on the g¢th, we had
found occupied by impenetrable ice. Our lattude, at this
time, was 69° 37'; our pofition nearly in the mid channel
between the two continents; and the field of ice extending
from Faft North Eaft, to Weft South Weft.

As there did not remain the fmalleft profpelt of getting
farther North in the part of the fea where we now were,
Caprain Clerke refolved to make one more, and final ac-
tempt on the American coaft, for Baffin's Bay, fince we had
been able to advance the fartheft on this fide laft year. Ac-
cordingly, we kept working, the remaining part of the day,
to the windward, with a freth Eafterly breeze. We faw fe-
veral fulmars and ar&ic gulls, and paffed two trees, both
appearing to have lain in the water a long time. The larger
was about ten feet in length, and three in circumference,
without either bark or branches, but with the roots remain-
ing attached.
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On the 14th, we flood on to the Eaftward, with thick and Wednef. i

foggy weather, our courfe being nearly parallel to that we
fleered the Sth and gth, but fix leagues more to the North-
Vour. IIL. Kk ward.
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ward. On the 15th, the wind frefhened from the Weltward.
and having, in a great meafure, difperfed the fog, we im-
mediately flood to the Northward, that we might take a
ncarer view of the ice; and in an hour were clofe in with it,
extending from North North Weft, to North Eaft, We found
it to be compact and folid ; the outer parts were ragged, and
of different heights; the interiour furface was even; and,
we judged, from eight to ten feet above the level of the
fea. The weather becoming moderate for the remaining
part of the day, we direCted our courfe according to the
trending of the ice, which in many parts formed decp
bays.

In the morning of the 16th, the wind frefhened, and was
attended with thick and frequent thowers of fnow. At
eight in the forenoon, it blew a frong gale from the Weft
South Weft, and brought us under double-reefed top-fails ;
when, the weather clearing a little, we found ourfelves
embayed; the ice having taken a fudden turn to the South
Eaft, and in one compact body furrounding us on all fides,
except on the South quarter, We therefore hauled our wind
to the Southward, being at this time in laritude 70" 8' North,

and in twenty-{ix fathoms water ; and, as we {uppofed, about
twenty-five leagues from the coaft of America. The gale

increafing, at four in the afternoon we clofe reefed the fore
and main-top-fails, furled the mizen top-fail, and got the
top-gallant-yards down upon deck., At eight, finding the
depth of water had decreafed to twenty-two fathoms, which
we confidered as a proof of our near approach to the Ame-
rican coaft, we tacked and flood to the North, We had
blowing weather, accompanied with fnow, through the
night ; but next morning, it became clear and moderate ;
and, at eight in the forenoon, we got the top-gallant yards

acrofs,
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acrofs, and made fail with the wind flill at Welt South Weft.
At noon, we were in latitude, by obfervation, 69° 55', longi-

tude 194° 30. Toward evening, the wind flackened, and at
midnight it was a calm.

On the 18th, at five in the morning, a light breeze {prung
up from the Eaft North Eaft, with which we continued our
courfe to the North, in order toregain the ice as foon as pof-
fible. We pafled fome {mall logs of drift-wood, and faw
abundance of fea-parrots, and the fmall ice-birds, and like-
wife 2 number of whales. At noon, the latitude, by ob-
fervation, was j0° 26', and longitude 1g4° 54'; the depth of
water twenty-three fathoms ; the ice firetched from North to
Eaft North Eaft, and was diftant about three miles. At one
in the afternoon, finding that we were clofe in with a firm
united field of ir, extending from Weft North Weft to Eaft,
we tacked, and, the wind coming round to the Weltward,
ftood on to the Eaftward, along its edge, till eleven at night.
At that time a very thick fog coming on, and the warter
fhoaling to nineteen fathoms, we hauled our wind to the
South. The variation obferved this day was 31° 2o Eaft. It
is remarkable, that though we faw no fea-horfes on the
body of the ice, yet they were in herds, and in greater
numbers on the detached fragments, than we had ever
obferved before. About nine in the evening, a white
bear was feen fwimming clofe by the Difcovery; it after-
ward made to the ice, on which were alfo two others.

On the 19th, at one in the morning, the weather clearing
up, we again fleered to the North Eaft, tll two, when we
were a {econd nme {o completely embayed, that there was
no opening left, but to the South; to which quarter we ac-
cordingly directed our courfe, returning through a remark-
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ably fmooth water, and with very favourable weather, by
the fame way we had come in. 'We were never able to pe-
nctrate farther North than at this time, when our latitude
was 70" 33 ; and this was five leagues thort of the point to
which we advanced laft feafon. We held on to the South
South Weft, with light winds from the North Weft, by the
edge of the main ice, which lay on our left hand, and
ftretcched between us and the continent of America. Our
latitude, by obfervation at noon, was 70° 11', our longitude
196° 15', and the depth of water fixteen fathoms. From this
circumilance, we judged that the Icy Cape was now only at
{feven or eight leagues diftance; but, though the weather
was in general clear, it was at the fame time hazy in the ho.
rizon ; fo that we could not expect to {ee it.

In the afternoon, we faw two white bears in the water, to
which we immediately gave chacein the jolly boat, and had
the good fortune to kill them both. The larger, which proba-
bly was the dam of the younger, being fhot firll, the other
would not quit it, though it might eafily have efcaped on the
ice, whillt the men were reloading, but remained {wimming,
about, till; after being fired upon feveral times, 1t was fhot

dead.
The dimenfions of the larger were as follow::

Feet. Inches,
From the fnout to the end of the tail o
From thie fnout to the thouider-bone 2 )
Height of the fhoulder - - 4 3
Circumference near the fore-legs 4 10
Breadth of the fore-paw -

Weight of the four quarters | - 436
Weight of the four quarters of the {fmalleft 256
6
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©n comparing' the dimenfions of this with Lord Mul-
grave's white bear, they were found almoft exactly the fame,
except ‘inthe circumference, where our’s fell exceedingly
thort.

Thefe animals afforded us a few excellent meals of frefis
meat. The fleth had indeed a ftrong fithy rafte, but was;
in every refpect, infinitely fuperior to that of the feas
horfe; which, neverthelefs, our people were again per-
fuaded, without much difficulty, to prefer to their falted
provifions,

At fix in the morning of the 2oth, athick fog coming om;
we loft fight of the ice for two hours; but the weather
clearing, we faw the main body again to the South South
Eaft, when we hauled our wind, which was Eafterly,. to-
ward it, in the expectation of making the American coaft to
the South Eaft, and which we effeted at half paft ten.r Ae
noon, the latitude, by account, was 6g° 33, and longitude
194° 53', and the depth of water nineteen fathoms. . The
land extended from South by Eaft, to South South Welt hal$
Weft, diftant eight or ten leagues, being the fame we had
feen laft year; but it was now much more covered with
{now than at thartime; and, to all appearance, the ice ad-
hered to the thore. We continued,.in the afternoon, fail-

ing through a fea of loofe ice, and ftanding toward the land.,

as near as the wind, which was Eall South Eaft, would ad-
mit. At eight, the wind leflening, there came on a thick
fog; and, on perceiving a rippling in the water, we tried
the current, which we found to fet to the Eaft North Eaft, ac
the rate of a mile an hour, and therefore determined ta
fteer, during the night, before the wind, in order to {tem 1r,
and to oppole the large fragments of loofe ice, that were

fetting
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fetting us on toward the land. The depth of the water, at
midnight, was twenty fathoms.

Ateightin the morning of the 21ft, the wind frefhening,
and the fog clearing away, we faw the American coaft to
the South Eaft, at the diftance of eight or ten leagues, and
hauled in for it; but were flopped again by the ice, and
obliged to bear away to the Weftward, along the edge of it
At noon, the latitude, by account, was 6g° 34, and longi-
tude 193 and the depth of water twenty-four fathoms.

Thus, a connected, folid field of ice, rendering every ef-
fort we could make to a nearer approach to the land fruit-
lefs, and joining, as we judged, toit, we took a laft farewel
of a North Eaft paflage to Old England. I fhall beg leave to
give, in Caprain Clerke’s own words, the reafons of this his
final determination, as wellas of his future plans; and this
the rather, as itis the laft tranfattion his health permirtted
him to write down.

“ Itis now impoflible to proceed the leaft farther to the
 Northward upon this coaft (America); and it is equally
“ as improbable thar this amazing mafs of ice fhould be
“ difiolved by the few remaining fummer-weeks which will
rerminate this feafon ; but it will continue, it is to be be-
lieved, as it now is, an infurmountable barrier to every
attempt we can poflibly make. 1, therefore, think ir the
beft flep that can be taken, for the good of the fervice, to
trace the fea over to the Afiatic coaft, and to tryif I can find
any opening, that will admit me farther North; if not, to
* {fee what more 1s (0 be done upon that coaft; where I hope,

yet cannot much flatter myfelf, 10 meet with berter fuc-

cefs; for the fea is now {o choaked with ice, that a paf-
fage, I fear, is torally out of the queftion.”
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