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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

where our wants might be effeCtually relieved. For after
having been nineteen weeks at fea, and living all the time
upon falt diet, we could not but want fome refrefhments;
although I muft own, and that with pleafure, that on our
arrival here, it could hardly be faid we had one fick man;
and but a few who had the leaft complaint. This was un-
doubtedly owing to the many antifcorbutic articles we had
on board, and to the great attention of the furgeon, who
was remarkably careful to apply them in time.

G G P X.

Departure from the Marquefass a Defcription of the Si-
tuation, Extént, Figure, and Appearance of the [feveral
Iflandsy with fome HAccount of the Inbabitants, their
Cuftomss; Drefs, Habitations, Food, Weapons, and

Canpes.

T three o’clock in the afternoon we weighed, and flood
J.BA over from St. Chriflina for La Dominica, in order to
take view of the weft fide of that ifle; but, as it was dark
before we reached ir, the night was fpent in plying between
the two ifles. The next morning we had a full view of the
S. W. point, from which the coaft trended N, E.; {o that it
was not probable we fhould find good anchorage on that
fide, as being expofed to the eafletly winds. We had now
but lirtle wind, and that very variable, with fhowers of rain.
At length we got a breeze at E. N. E. with which we fteered
to the South., At five o'clock in the P. M., Refolution Bay
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

bore E. N. E. { E. diltant five leagues, and the ifland Magde-
lena S. E., about nine leagues diftant. This was the only
ficht we had of this ifle. From hence I ftecred 8.5. W. + W.
for Otaheite, with a view of falling in with fome of thofe
iles difcovered by former navigators, efpecially thofe difco-
vered by the Dutch, whofe fituations are not well deter-
mined.

But it will be neceffary to return to the Marquelas ; which
were, as I have already obferved, firft difcovered by Men-
dana a Spaniard, and from him obtained the general name
they now bear, as well as thofe of the different ifles. The
nautical account of them, in Mr. Dalrymple’s Collection of
Voyages to the South Scas ¥, is deficient in nothing but fitu-
ation. This was my chief reafon for touching at them ; the
fettling this point is the more ufeful; as it will; in a great
meafure, fix the fituations of Mendana's other difcoverics.

The Marquefas are five in number, viz. La Magdalena,
St. Pedro, La Dominica, Santa Chriftina, and Hood's Iland,
which is the northernmoft, fituated in latitude g° 26" South,
and N. 13° Wefl, five leagues and a half diftant, from the
Eaft point of La Dominica, which is the largelt of all the
ifles, extending Eaft and Weft fix leagues. It hath an un-
equal breadth, and is about fifteen or fixteen lcagues in cir-
cuit. Itis full of rugged hills rifing in ridges direétly from,
the fea; thefe ridges are disjoined by deep vallies, which are
clothed with wood, as are the fides of fome of the hills; the
afpect is, however, barren ;. but it is, neverthelefs, inhabited,
Latitude 9° 44" 30" South, St Pedro, which is about three.
leagues in circuit, and of a good height, lies South, four
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

eagues and an half from the Eaft end of La Dominica: we
know not if it be inhabited. Nature has not been very
bountiful to it. St. Chriftina lies under the fame parallel,
three or four leagues more to the Weit. Thisifland firetches
North and South, is nine miles long in that dire@ion, and
about feven leagues in circuit. A narrow ridge of hills of
confiderable height extends the whole length of the ifland.
There are other ridges, which, rifing from the fea, and with
an equal afcent, join the main ridge. Thefe are disjoined
by deep narrow vallies, which are fertile, adorned with fruit
and other trees, and watered by fine flreams of excellent
water., Its fitua-
tion mult be nearly in the latitude of 10° 25/, - longitude

La Magdalena we only faw ar a diftance.
1387 50 So that thefe ifles occupy one degree in latitude,
and near halfa degree in ltvjlg'grm]c, viz. from 138° 47" to
139° 13" Weft, which is the longitude of the Welt end of La
Dominica.

The port of Madre.de Dios, which I named Refolution
Bay, is fituated near the middle of the Welt {ide of St. Chrif=
tina, and under the higheft land in the ifland, in latitude
9° 55" 30", longitude 139° 8’ 40" Weft; and N. 15" W. from the
Well énd of La Dominica, The South point of the bay is a
fleep rock of confiderable height, terminating at the top in
a peaked hill, above which you will fee a path-way ln::u]ing
up a nartow ridge to ‘the fummits of the hills:. The North
point is not fo high, and res with a more gentle {lope.
They are a mile from each other, in the direétion of N, by
E.and & by W. In thebay, which is near three quarters.of
a mile deep, and has from thirty-fourtotwelve fathoms ava-
ter, with a clean (andy botom; are two {andy: coves, divided
In each is a rivulet of

excellent

from eac¢h other by a rocky: point.
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excellent water. The northern cove is the moft commo~
dious for wooding and watering. Here is the little water-
fall mentioned by Quiros, Mendana's pilot; but the town, or
village, is in the other cove. There are feveral other coves,
or bays, on this fide of the ifland; and fome of them, efpe-~
cially to the northward, may be miftaken for this; there-
fore, the beft direction is the bearing of the Weft end of La
Dominica.

The trees, plants, and other productions of thele illes, {o
far as we know, are nearly the fame as at Otaheite and the
Society Hles. The refrethments to be got are hogs, fowls,
plantains, yams, and {fome other roots ; likewife bread-fruit
and cocoa-nuts, but of thefe not many. At firlt thefe
articles were purchafed with nails. Beads, looking-glafles,
and fuch trifles, which are fo highly valued at the Society
Hles, are in no efteem here; and even nails, at laft, loft their
value for other articles far lefs ufeful.

The inhabitants of thefe iflands, colleftively, are without
exception the fineft race of people in this fea. For fine
thape and regular features, they perhaps furpafs all other
nations. Neverthelefs, the affinity of their language to that
{poken in Oraheite and the Society Ifles, {hews that they are
of the fame nation. Oedidee could converfe with them to-
lerably well, though <wwe could not; but it was eafy to fee.
that their language was nearly the fame.

The men are punétured, or curioufly tatfowed, from head
to foot. The figures are various, and feem to be directed
more by fancy than cuftom, Thefe punctuations make
them look dark; but the women, who are but little punc=-
tured, youths, and young children who are not at all, are as

W fair
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

fair as fome Europeans. ‘The men are, in general, tall ; that
is, about five feet ten inches or fix feet; but I faw none that
were fat and lufly like the Earees of Oraheite; nor did 1 fee
any that could be called meagre. Their tecth are not fo
good, nor are their eyes fo full and lively as thofe of many
other nations. = Their hair, like ours, is of many colours,
except réd, of which I faw none. Some have itlong; but
the moft general cuftom is to wear it fhort, except a bunch
on each fide of the crown, which they tie in a knot. They
obferve different modes in trimming the beard, which is, in
general, long. Some partit, and tie it in two bunches under
the chin; others plait it; fome wear it loofe; and others
quite fhort.

Their cloathing is‘the fame as at Otaheite, and made of
the fame materials; but they have it not in fuch plenty, nor
is it fo good. “The men, for the moft part, have nothing to
cover their nakednefs, except the Marra, as it is called at
Oraheite ; which is' aflip of cloth pafled round the waift and
berwixt the legs. Thisfimple drefs is quite fuflicient for the
climate, and aniwers every purpofe modefty requires. The
drefs of the womenis a piece of cloth, wrapped round theloins
like a petticoat, which reaches down below the middle of
the leg, and a loofe mantle over their fhoulders. Their prin-
cipal head-drefs, and what appears to be their chief orna-
ment, is a fort of broad filler, curioufly made of the fibres of the -
hufk of cocoa-nuts, In the frontis fixed a mother-of-pearl (hell
wrought round to the fize of a tea favcer. Before that, ano-
ther, fmaller, of very fine tortoife-fhell, perforated into curi-
ous figures. Alfo before, and in the center of that, is ano-
ther round piece of mother-of-pearl, about the fize of half a
crown ; and before this another piece of perforared tortoife-
thell |
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fliell the fize of a fhilling. Befides this decoration in front,
fome have it alfo on each fide, but in fmaller pieces; and all
have fixed to them the tail-feathers of cocks or trepic birds,
which, when the fillet-is tied on, ftand upright; fo thatthe
whole together makes a very fightly ornament. They wear
round the neck a kind of ruff or necklace, call it which you
pleafe, made of light woed, the out and upper fide covered
with {mall red peas; which are fixed on with gum. They
alfo wear fmall bunches of human hair, faftened to a firing,
and tied round the legs and arms. Sometimes inftead of hair
they make ufe of fhort feathers ; but all the above-mentioned
ornaments are feldom feen on the fame perfon,

1 faw only the chief, who came to vilit us, completely
drefled in this manner. Their ordinary ornaments are neck-
laces and :mmu:ts made of fhells, &c. Idid not feec any with
ear-rings ; and yet all of them had their ears pierced.

Their dwellings are in the vallies, and on the fides of the
hills, near their plantations.. They are built after the {fame
manner as at Otaheite ; but are much meaner, and only co-

vered with the leaves of the bread tree. The nmi‘ of them
are built on a 1(&[‘.;1]";._ or oblong, pavement of {tone, raifed
fome height above the level of the ground. - They likewife
have {fuch pavements near their hmm,s, on which they fit to

eat and amule themielves.

In the article of eating, thefe people are, by no means, f"-:}
cleanly as the Oraheiteans. 'I"-w‘.' are likewife dirty in the
cookery. Pork and fowlsare drefled in an oven of hot ﬂ['nlr:s
as at Otalieite; but fruitand roots they roaft on the fire, and
taking off the rind or fkin, put them into4 p]LLLLur or
trough with water, out of which I have feen both men and
Logs eat at the fame time. Tonce faw them m: ke a batter
ot
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of fruit and roots diluted with water, in a veflel that was

loaded with dirt, and out of which the hogs had been but «——

that mement eating, without giving it the leaft wathing, or
even wafhing their hands, which were equally dirty ; and,
when I exprefled a diflike, was langhed at. I know not if all
are fo. The adtions of a few individuals are not fufficient
to fix a .cuflom on a whole nation. Nor can I fay, if it is the
cuftom for men and women to have feparate mefles. I faw
nothing to the contrary; indeed I faw but few women upon
the whole.

They feemed to have dwellings, or ftrong-holds, on the
fummits of the higheft hills. Thele we only faw by the
help of our glafles ; for I did not permit any of our people
to go there, as we were not {ufficiently acquainted with the
difpofition of the natives, which (I believe) is humane and
pacific.

Thewr weapons are clibs and fpears; refembling thofe of
Otaheite, but fomewhat neater. They have allo flings, with
which they throw ftones with great velocity, and to a great
diftance, but not with a good aim.

Their canoes-are made of woed, and pieces of the bark
of a foft tree, which grows near the fea in great plenty,
and is very tough and. proper for the purpofe. They
are from fixteen to-twenty feet long,. and about. fifteen
inches broad: the head and ftern are made of two folid
pieces of wood ; the flern rifes or curves a little, but in an
irregular direction, and ends in a point; the head projects
out horizontally, and is carved into {fome faintand very rude
refemblance of a human face. They are rowed by paddles,,
and fome have a fort of latteen fail made of matting.

Hogs
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