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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

great numbers of birds, fuch as men of war, tropic, and
€gg-birds, nodies, theer-waters, &c. and once we pafled feve-
ral pieces of {fponge, and a {mall dried leaf not unlike a bay
one. Soon after, we faw a fea fnake, in every refpect like
thofe’ we had before feen at the Tropical Iflands. We alfo
{faw plenty of fith, but were {uch bad fifhers that we caught
only four albacores, which were very acceptable, to me efpe-
ciall, who was juft recovering from my late illnefs.

CEEA P Vi,
Seguel of the Pafjage from New Zealand 1o Eafler Ifland,

and Tranfaélions there, with an Account of an Expe-
dition to difcover the Inland Part of the Country, and a
Deferipiion of fome of the [furprifing gigantic Statues
Jound in the Ifland.

T eight o'clock in the morning on the 11th, Iand was
{feen, from the maft-head, bearing Weft; and at noon

from the deck, extending from W. 2 N. to. W. by S., about
twelve leagues diftant. I made no doubt that this was
Davis’s Land, or Eafter Ifland ; as 1ts appearance from this
fitnation, correfponded very well with Wafer’s account; and
we expected to have feen the low fandy ifle that Davis fell
in with, which would have been a confirmation; but in this
we were difappointed. At feven o’clock in the evening, the
ifland bore from N. 62° Welt to North 8;° Weft, about five
leagues diftant; in which ficuation we {founded without find=
ing ground with a line of an hundred and forty fathoms.
Herc we {pent the night, having alternately light airs and
¥ calms,
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

calms, till ten o’clock the next morning, when a brecze
fprung upat W. S. W. With this we flreiched in. for the
land; and by the help of our glafs, difcovered people, and
fome of thofe coloflian flatues or idols mentioned by the
authors of Roggewin’s Voyage ¥, At four o'clock in the P. M.
we were half a league S. S, E. and N. N. W. of the N. E.
point of the ifland; and, on founding, found thirty-five
fathoms, a dark {andy bottom. I now tacked and endea-
voured to get into what appeared to be a bay, on the Weft
fide of the point or 8. E. fide of the ifland; but before this
could be accomplithed, night came upon us, and we flood
on and off, under the land, till the next morning; having
foundings from feventy-five to an hundred andgten fathoms,
the fame bottom as before.

On the 13th, about eight o’clock in the morning, the wind,
which had been variable moit part of the night, fixed at
S. E., and blew in {qualls, accompanied with rain; but it was
not long before the weather became fair. As the wind now
blew right on the S. E. fhore, which does not afford that
thelter I at firft thought, I refolved to look for anchorage on
the Weft and N, W, fides of the ifland. With this view I bore
up round the South point; off which lie two fmall iflots ;
the one, neareft the point, high and' peaked, and the other
low and flattith.  After getting round the point, and coming
before a fandy beach, we found foundings thirty and forty
fathoms, fandy ground, and about one mile from the fhore,
Here a canoe conducted by two men, came off to us. They
brought with them a bunch of plantains, which they fent
into the fhip by a rope, and then they returned athore. This
gave us a good opinion of the iflanders, and infpired us with
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

hopes of getting fome refrefhments, which we were in great
want of.

I continued to range along the coalt, tll we opened the
northern point of the ifle, without feeing a ‘better anchoring-
place than the one we had paffed. We, therefore, tacked,
and plied back to it ; and, in the mean time, fent away the
mafter, in a boat to found the coaft. He returned about five
o'clock in the evening; and, foon after, we came to an an-
chor in thirty-fix fathoms water, before the fandy beach
above mentioned. As the mafter drew near the thore with
the boat, one of the natives fwam off to her,and infifted on com-
ing aboard the fhip, where he remained two nights and a day.
The firft thing he did after coming aboard, was to meafure
the length of the thip, by fatheming her from the taffarel o
the flern; and, as he counted the fathoms, we obferved that
he called the numbers by the fame names that they do at
Otaheite; neverthelefs his language was, in a manner,
wholly unintelligible to all of us.

Having anchored too near the edge of the bank, a frefh
breeze from the land, about three o’clock the next morning,
drove us off it; on which the anchor was heaved up, and
fail made to regain the bank again. While the fhip was
plying in, I went afhore, accompanied by fome of the
gentlemen, to fee what the ifland was likely to afford us,
We landed at the fandy beach, where fome hundreds of
the natives were affembled, and who were fo impatientto fee
us, that many of them fwam off to meet the boats. Not
one of them had fo much as a flick or weapon of any fort
in their hands. After diftributing a few trinkets amongit
them, we made figns for fomething to eat; on which they

brought down a few potatoes, plantains, and fugar-cancs,
and
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and exchanged them for nails, looking-glaffes, and pieces
of cloth.

We prefently difcovered that they were as expert thieves,
and as tricking in their exchanges, as any people we had
yet met with. It was with fome difficulty we could keep
the hats on our heads ; but hardly peflible to keep any thing
in our pockets, not even what themfelves had fold us; for
they would watch every opportunity to fnatch it from us, fo
that we fomernimes bought the fame thing two or three
times over, and after all did not get it.

Before I failed from England, I was informed that a Spa-
nifh thip had vifited this ifle in 1769. Some figns of it were
feen among the people now about us ; one man had a pretty
good broad brimmed European hat on ; another had a grego
jacket; and another a red filk handkerchief. They alfo
{feemed to know the ufe of a mufquet, and to ftand in much
dwe of it; but this they probably learnt from Roggewin,
who, if we are to believe the authors of that voyage, left
them fuilicient tokens.

Near the place where we landed, were fome of thofe fta-
tues before mentioned, which I fhall defcribe in another
place. The country appeared barren and without wood ;.
there were, neverthelefs, feveral plantations of potatocs,
plantains and fugar-canes; we alfo faw fome fowls, and
found a well of brackifh water. As thefe were articles we
were in want of, and as the narives feemed not unwilling to
part with them, I refolved to ftay a day or two. With this
view, I repaired on board, and brought the fhip to an anchor
in thirty-two fathoms water; the bottom a fine dark {and.
Our flation was about a mile from the neareft thore, the
South point of a fmall bay, in the bottom of which is the
andy
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150 A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

1774 fandy beach before mentioned, being E. S. E., diftant one
%, mile and an half. The two rocky iflots lying ofl’ the South
Menday 14 point of the ifland, were jult thut behind a point to the North

of themj; they bore South 2 Weft, four miles diftant; and
the other extreme of the ifland bore N. 25° E., diftant about fix
miles. But the belt mark for this anchoring-place is the
beach ; becaufe it is the only one on this fide the ifland. In
the afternoon, we got on board a few caiks of water, and
opened a trade with the natives for fuch things as they had
to difpofe of. Some of the gentlemen alfo made an excurfion
into the country to fee what it produced; and returned
again in the evening, with the lofs only of a hat, which one
of the natives fnatched off’ the head of one of the party.

Teelliy 15. Early next morning, I fent Lieutenants Pickerfgill and
Edgcumbe with a party of men, accompanied by feveral of
the gentlemen, to examine the country. AsI was not fuffi-
ciently recovered from my late illnefs to make one of the

party, I was obliged to content myfelf with remaining at
the landing-place among the natives. We had, at one time,
a pretty brifk trade with them for potatoes, which we ob-
ferved they dug up out of an adjoining plantation ; but this
traffic, which was very advantageous to us, was foon put a
ftop to, by the owner (as we fuppoefed) of the plantation
coming down, and driving all the people out of it. By this
we concluded, that he had been robbed of his property, and
that they were not lefs fcrupulous of flealing from one ano-
ther, than from us, on whom they practifed every little fraud
they could think on, and generally with fuccefs ; for we no
fooner detected them inone, than they found out another,
About feven o’clock in the evening, the party I had fent into
the country returned, after having been over the greateft
part of the ifland.

They
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They left the beach about nine o'clock in the morniag,
and took a path which led acrofs to the 8. E. fide of the ifland,
followed by a great crowd of the natives, who prefled much
upon them. Burt they had not proceeded far, before a middle-
aged man, punctured from head to foot, and his face painred
with a fort of white pigment, appeared with a {pear in his
hand, and walked along-fide of them, making figns to his
countrymen to keep at a diftance; and not to molelt our
people. When he had pretty well effected this, he hoifted a
piece of white cloth on his fpear, placed himfelf in the front,
and led the way, with his enfign of peace, as they under-
ftood it to be. For the greateft part of the diftance acrofs,
the ground had but a barren appearance, being a dry hard
clay, and every where covered. with flones; but notwith-
ftanding this, there were feveral large tracks planted with
potatoes; and fome plantain walks, but they faw no fruit on
any of the trees. Towards the higheft part of the South end
of the ifland, the {oil, which was a fine red earth, {feemed
much better ; bore a longer grafs ; and was not covered with
flones asin the other parts; but here they faw neither houfe
nor plantation.

On the Eafl fide, near the fea, they met with three plat-
forms of flone-work, or rather the ruins of them., On each
had ftood four of thofe large ftatues, but they were all fallen
down from two of them, and alfo one from the third; all
except one were broken by the fall; or in fome meafure de-
faced. Mr. Wales meafured this one, and found it to be
fifteen feet in length; and fix feet broad over the fhoulders.
Each flatue had on its head a large cylindric ftone of a red
colour, wrought perfectly round. The one they meafured,
which was not by farthe largeft, was fifty-two inches high,
and fixty-fix in diameter. In fome the upper corner of the

Vor. L Oo cylinder
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cylinder was taken off in a fort of concave qum'tcr-rmmd .
but in others the cylinder was entire.

From this place they followed the direction of the coaft to
the N. E.,, the man with the flag flill leading the way. For
about three miles they found the country very barren, and in
fome places ftript of the foil to the bare rock, which feemed
to be a poor fort of iron ore. Beyond this, they came to
the moft fertile part of the ifland they {faw, 1t being inter-
{perfed with plantations of potatoes, {ugar-canes, and plan-
tain trees, and thefe not fo much encumbered with flones
as thofe which they had feen before; but they could find no
water except what the natives twice or thrice brought them,
which, though brackifh and ftinking, was rendered accept-
able, by the extremity of their thirft. They alfo pafled fome
huts, the owners of which met them with roafted potatoes
and {ugar-canes, and placing themfelves ahead of the fore-
moft of the party, (for they marched in a hine in order to
have the benefit of the path) gave one to each man as he
pafled by. They obferved the {fame method in diftributing
the water which they brought; and were particularly care-
ful that the foremoft did not drink too much, leaft none
fhould be left for the hindmoit. But at the very time thefe
were relieving the thirlly and hungry, there were not want-
ing others, who endeavoured to fteal from them the very
things which had been given them. Ar laft, to prevent
worfle confequences, they were obliged to fire a load of fmall
thot at one who was fo audacious as to fnatch from one of
the men the bag which contained every thing they carried
with them. The fhot hit him on the back; on which he
dropped the bag, ran a little way, and then fell; but he
afrerwards got up and walked, and what became of him
they knew not, nor whether he was much wounded. As

]
5 , this
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this affair oceafioried fome delay, and drew the natives to-
gether,. they prefently faw the man who had hitherto led
the. way, and one or two more, cOming running towards
them’; but inftead of ftopping when they came up, they con-
rinued to run round them, repeating, in a kind manner,
a few words, until our people fet forwards again. Then
their old guide hoifted his flag, leading the way as before,
and none ever attempted to fteal from them the whole day
afrerwards. ;

As they pafled along, they obferved on a hill a number of
people collected together, fome of whom had fpears in their
hands; but, on being called to by their countryman, they
difperfed ; except a few, amongit whom was one feemingly
of {fome note. He was a ftout well-made man, with a fine
open countenance, his face was painred, his body punctured,
and he wore a better Ha bou, or cloth, than the reft. He fa-
luted them as he came up, by ftretching out his arms, with
both hands clinched, lifting them over his head, opening
them wide, and thenletting them fall gradually down to his
fides. To this man, whom they underftood to be the chief
of the ifland, their other friend gave his white flag; and he
gave it to another, who carried it before them the remainder
of the day.

Towards the eaftern end of the ifland, they met with a
well whofe water was perfeétly frefh, being confiderably
above the level of the fea; but it was dirty, owing to the
filthinefs or cleanlinefs (call it which you will} of the natives,
who never go to drink without wathing themlelves all over
as foon as they have done; and'if ever fo many of them are
together, the firft leaps right into the middle of the hole,
Oo =z drinks,
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drinks, and wafhes himfelf without the leaft ceremony ; af-
ter which another takes his place and does the fame.

‘They obferved that this fide of the ifland was full of thofe
gigantic {tatues fo often mentioned; fome placed in groupes
on platforms of mafonry; others fingle, fixed only in the
earth, and that not deep; and thefe latter are, in general,
much larger than the others.  Having meafured ene, which
had fallen down, they found it very near twenty-feven feet
long, and upwards of eight feet over the breaft or thoulders;
and yet this appeared confiderably thort of the fize of one
they faw ftanding: its fhade, a little paft two o’clock, being
fufficient to fhelter all the party, confifting of near thirty
perfons, from the rays of the fun. Here they flopped to
dinc ; after which they repaired to a hill, from whence they
faw all the Eaft and North thores of the ifle, on which they
could not fee either bay or creek fit even for a boat to land
in; nor the leaft figns of frefh water. What the narives
brought them here was real falt water ; but they obferved
that fome of them drank preuy plentifully of it, fo far will
neceflity and cuftom get the better of nature! On this ac-
count they were obliged to return to the laft-mentioned well ;
where, afier having quenched their thirfl, they directed
their route acrofs the ifland towards the fhip, as it was now
four o'clock.

In a fmall hollow, on the higheft part of the ifland, they
met with feveral fuch cylinders as are placed on the heads
of the ftatues. Some of thefe appeared larger than any they
had feen before; but it was now too late to {lop to meafure
any of them. Mr, Wales, from whom I had this informa-
tion, is of opinion that there had been a quarry here, whence

7 thele
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thefe ftones had formerly been dug ; and that it would have
been no difficult matter to roll them down the hill after
they were formed. Ithink this a very reafonable conjecture;
and have no doubt that it has been fo.

On the declivity of the mountain tewards the Weft, they
met with another well; but the water was a very flrong mi-
neral, had a thick green fcum on the rop, and ftunk intole-
ably. Neceflity, however, obliged fome to drink of it; but
it foon made them fo fick, that they threw it up the fame
way it went dowa.

In all this excurfion, as well as the one made the preceding
day, only two or three fhrubs were féen. ‘The leaf and feed
of one (called by the natives Torromeds) were not much un-
like thofe of the common vetch ; but the pod was more like
that of a tamarind in its fize and fhape. The feeds have a
difagreeable bitter tafte; and the natives, when they faw
our people chew them, made figns to {pit them our; from
whence it was concluded that they think them poifonous.
The wood is of a redifh colour, and pretty hard and heavy;
but very crooked, {fmall, and fthort, not exceeding fix or
feven feet in height. At the S. W. corner of the ifland, they
found another {mall fhrub, whofe wood was white and
brittle, and in fome meafure, as alfo its leaf, refembling
the ath. They alfo faw in feveral places the Otaheitean
cloth plant; but it was poor and weak, and not above two

and a half feet high at moft.

They faw not an animal of any fort, and but very few
birds; nor indeed any thing which can induce fhips thatc
are not in the utmoft diflrefs, ro touch at this ifland.

This
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This account of the excurfion I had from Mr. Picker{gill
and Mr. Wales, men on whofe veracity I could depend; and,
therefore, I determined to leave the ifland the next morning,
fince nothing was to be obtained that could make it worth
my while to ftay longer; for the water which we had {ent
on board, was not much better than if it had been taken

up out of the {ea.

We had a calm till ten o’clock in the morning of the 16th,
when a brecze fprung up at Weft, accompanied with heavy
(howers of rain, which lafted about an hour. The weather
then clearing up, we got under fail, ftood to {ea, and kept
plying to and fro, while an officer was fent on fhore with
two boats, to purchafe fuch refrethments as the nauves
might have brought down; for I judged this would be the
cafe, as they knew nothing of our failing. The event proved
that I was not miftaken ; for the boats made two trips be-
fore night; when we hoifted them in, and made fail to the
N. W., with a light breeze at N. N. E.
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