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From Ulietea to New Zealand.
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Paflage from Ulietea to the Friendly Ifles y with a Defcrip-
tion of feveral Iflands that were difeovered, and the
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Incidents which bappened in that Track.

N the 6th, being the day after leaving Ulietea, at 4,
eleven o'clock A. M., we faw land bearing N. W,, _Jue
which, upon a nearer approach, we found to be a My

low reef ifland about four leagues in compafs; and of a cir-
cular form. It is compofed of feveral {mall patches connected
together by breakers, the largeft lying on the N. E. part.
This is Howe Ifland, difcovered by Captain Wallis, who, I
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

think, fent his boat to examine it ; and, if I have not been
mifinformed, found a channel through, within the 1'::::5",
near the N. W, part. The inhabitants of Ulictea {peak of an
uninhabited ifland, about this ficuation, called by them Mo-
peha, to which they go at certain feafons for turtle. Per-
haps this may be the fame; as we faw no figns of inhabit-
ants upon it. Its latitude is 16° 46’ South ; longitude 154°
8' Weft.

From this day to the 16th, we met with nothing remark-
able, and our courfe was Weft loutherly ; the winds variable
from North round by the Eaft to S. W., attended w ith cloudy,
rainy, unfettled weather, and a quthhxi}r {well. We gene-
rally brought to, or ftood upon a wind, during night; and
in the day made all the fail we could. About half an hour
after fun-rife this morning, land was feen from the top-maft
head, bearing N, N, E. We immediately altered the courfe
and fteering for it, found it to be another Reef Iil: and, com-
pofed of five or {fix woody iflots, connected together by fand
banks and breakers, inclofing a lake, into which we could
fee noentrance. We ranged the Weft and N. W. coalls, from
its fouthern to its northern extremity, which is aboutr two
leagues ; and {o near the {hore, that at one time we could {fee
the rocks under us ; yet we found no anchorage, nor faw we
any figns of inhabitants. There were plenty.of various kinds
of birds, an {1 the coaft feemed to abound with fith, 1T he f -
ation of this ifle is not very diltant [mnn that afligned b y M
Dalrymple for La Sa eitaria, difcoverec } by Quiros ; b 1L, E:_@-

the defcription the difcoverer has given of it, it cannot be
the fame. For this reafon, I looked upon it as a new difco-
very, and named it Palmerflon Ilhnd, In honour of Lord Pal
meriton, one of the Lords of ‘the Admiralty,

in latitude 18° 4 South, longitude 163° 10" Wett.

It 15 fituated
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

At four o'clock in the afternoon we left this ille and re-
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fumed our courle to the W. by 8. with a fine fteady gale eafter- «——u

ly, till noon on the 20th, at which time, being in latitude 18°
se', longitude 168° 52, we thought we faw land to S. S. W,
and hauled up for it accordingly. But two hours after, we
difcovered our miftake, and refumed our courfe W. by 8.
Soon after we faw land from the maft-head in the fame di-
rection ; and, as we drew nearer, found it to be an ifland
which, at five o’clock, bore Weft, diftant five leagues. Here
we {pent the night plying under the top-fails ; and, at day-
break next morning, bore away, fteering for the northern
point, and ranging the Welt coaft at the diltance of one mile,
till near noon. Then, perceiving fome people on the thore,
and landing feeming to be eafy, we brought to, and hoifted
out two boats, with which I put off to the land, accompanied
by fome of the officers and gentlemen. As we drew near the
fhore, fome of the inhabitants, who were on the rocks, retired
to the woods, to meet us, as we {uppofed; and we afterwards
found our conjectures right. We landed with eafe in a fmall
creck, and took poft ona high rock to prevent a furprife. Here
we difplayed our colours, and Mr. Forfler and his party began
to colleét plants, &c. The coaft was {o over-run with woods,
bufhes, plants, flones, &c. that we could not fee forty
yards round us. 1 took two men, and with them entered a
kind of chafm, which opened a way into the woods. We
had not gone far before we heard the natives approaching .
upon which I called to Mr. Forfter to retire to the party, as I
did likewife. We had no {fooner joined, than the iflanders ap-
peared at the entrance of a chalm not a {ftone's-throw from
us, We began to {fpeak, and make all the friendly figns we
could think of, to them, which they an{wered by menaces ;
and one of two men, who were advanced before the reft,
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threw aftone, which ftruck Mr. Spgdrman on the arm, Upon
this two mufquets were fired, without order, which made
them all retire under cover of the woods ; and we faw them
no more,

After waiting fome litde time, and till we were fatisfied
nothing was to be done here, the country being {o over-run
with bufhes, that it was hardly poffible to come to parly
with them, we embarked and proceeded down along fhore,
in hopes of meeting with better fuccefs in another place.
After ranging the coaft, for fome miles, without feeing a
living foul, or any convenienr landing-place, we at length
came before a fmall beach, on which lay four canoes. Here
we landed by means of a little creek, formed by the flat
rocks before it, with a view of juft looking at the canoes,
and to leave fome medals, nails, &c. in them ; for not a foul
was to be feen. The fituation of this place was to us worfe
than the former. A flat rock lay next the fea; behind it a
narrow ftone beach ; this was bounded by a perpendicular
rocky cliff of unequal height, whofe top was covered with
fhrubs ; two deep and narrow chafms in the cliff feemed
to open a communication into the country. In, or before one
of thefe, lay the four canoes which we were going to look
at; but in the doing of this, I faw we {hould be expofed toan
attack from the natives, if there were any, without being in
a {ituation proper for defence. To prevent this, as much as
could be, and to fecure a retreat in cafe of an attack, I or-
dered the men to be drawn up upon the rock, from whence
they had a view of the heights ; and only myfelf, and four
of the gentlemen, went up to the canoes. We had been there
buta few minutes, before the natives, I cannot fay how many,
ruthed down the chafm out of the wood upon us. The en-
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

deavours we ufed to bring them to a parly, were to no pur- 1774
pofe; for they came with the ferocity of wild boars, and threw L.__'?.L_.
their darts. Two or three mufquets, difcharged in the air, ol
did not hinder one of them from advancing flill farcher, and
throwing another dart, or rather a {pear, which palled clole
over my fhoulder. His courage would have coft him his life,
had not my mufquet miffed fire ; for I was not five paces from
him, when he threw his {pear, and had refolved to {hoot him
to fave myfelf. I was glad afterwards that it happened as it
did. At this inftant, our men on the rock began to fire at
others who appeared on the heights, which abated the ar-
dour of the party we were engaged with, and gave us time
to join our people, when I caufed the firing to ceafe. The
laft difcharge fent all the iflanders to the woods, from
whence they did not return fo long as we remained. We
did not know that any were hurt. It was remarkable, that
when I joined our party, I tried my muiquet in the air, and
it went off as well as a piece could do. Seeing no good was
to be got with thefe people, or at the ifle, as having no port,
we returned on board, and having hoifted 1n the boats, made
fail to W. S. W. 1 had forgot to mention, in its proper or-
der, that having put athorea little before we came to this laft
place, three or four of us went upon the cliffs, where we
found the country, as before, nothing but coral rocks, all
over-run with bufhes; fo that it was hardly poflible to
penetrate into 1t and we embarked again with 1ntent to re-
turn diveétly on board, till we faw the canocs ; being directed
to the place by the opinion of fome of us, who thought they
heard forfie people.

The conduct and afpect of thefe iflanders occafioned my
naming it Savage Ifland. It is fituated in the latitude 19°
i’ South, longitude 169° 27" Wefk. Itis about eleven leagues

in
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE.

in circuit ; of a round form, and good height; and hath
deep waters clofe to its thores. Al] the fea-coaft, and as far
inland as we could fee, is wholly covered with trees,
ihrubs, &c.; amongit which were fome cocoa-nut trees ;
but what the interior parts may produce, we know not. To
judge of the whole garment by the fkirts, it cannot produce
much : for fo much as we faw of it confifted wholly of coral
rocks, all over-run with woods and bufthes. Nota bit of {oil
was to be feen ; the rocks alone fupplying the trees wirh hu-
midity., If thefe coral rocks were firft formed in the fea by
animals, how came they thrown up to fuch an height? Has
this ifland been raifed by an carthquake ! Or has the fea re-
ceded from it ? Some philofophers have attempted to account
for the formation of low if] s, {uch as are in this fea; but I
do not know that any thing has been faid of high iflands, or
fuch as I have been fpeaking of, In thisifland, not only the
loofe rocks which cover the furface, but the cliffs which
bound the fhores, are of coral ftone, which the continual
beating: of the fea has formed into a variety of curious ca-
verns, {fome of them very large: the roof or rock over them
being fupported by pillars, which the foaming waves have
formed into a multitude of fhapes, and made more curious
than the caverns themfelves, In one, we faw light was ad-
mitted through a hole at the ©0p; in another place, we ob-
ferved that the whole roof of one of thefe eaverns had funk
1n, and formed a kind of valley above, which lay confider-
ably below the circumjacent rocks,

I can fay but little of the inhabitants, who, I believe, are
not numerous, They feemed to be flour well made men,
were naked, -xcept round the waifls, and lome of them had
their faces, breaft, and thighs painted black, The canoes
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

were precifely like thofe of Amfterdam ; with the addition
of a little rifing like a gunwale on each fide of the open part ;
and had fome carving about them; which fhewed that thefe
people are full as ingenious. Both thefe iflanders and their
canoes, agree very well with the defcription M. de Bougain-
ville has given of thofe he faw off the Iile of Navigators,
which lies nearly under the fame meridian.

Afrer leaving Savage Ifland, we continued to fteer W. S, W,
with a fine eafterly trade-wind, till the 24th in the evening,
when, judging ourfelves not far from Rotrerdam, we
brought to, and {pent the night plying under the top-fails.
At day-break, next morning, we bore away Well : and, {oon
after, faw a firing of iflands extending from S. S, W. by the
Welt to N. N. W. The wind being at N. E., we hauled to
N. W., with a view of difcovering more diftinétly the ifles in
that quarter ;. but, prefently after, we difcovered a reef of
rocks a-head, extending on each bow farther than we could
fee. As we could not weather them, it became neceflary to
tack and bear up to the South, to look for a paffage that
way. At noon, the fouthernmoft ifland bore S. W., diftant
four miles. North of this ifle were three others, all con-
nected by breakers, which we were not fure did not join to
thofe we had feen in the morning, as fome were obferved in
the intermediate fpace. Some iflands were alfo feen to the
Welt of thofe four; but Rotterdam was not yet in fight.
Lautude 20° 23' 5, longitude 174°6'Weft. During the whole

1

afternoon, we had little wind; fo that, at funfer, the fouth-

ernmoit ifle bore W. N. W., diftant five miles; and {fome
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great effect upon the fhip. The calm continued till four
o'clock the nextmorning, when it was fucceeded by a breeze
from the South. At day-light, perceiving a likelihood of a
paffage between the iflands to the North, and the breakers
to the South, we flretched in Weft, and foon after faw
more iflands, both to the S. W. and N. W., but the paflage
{eemed open and clear. Upon drawing near the iflands, we
founded, and found forty-five and forty fathoms, a clear
fandy bottom. I was now quite eafy, fince it was in our
power to anchor, in cafe of a calm; or to {fpend the night,
if we found no paflage. Towards noon, fome canoes came
off to us from one of the ifles, having two or three people in
each; who advanced boldly along-fide, and exchanged fome
cocoa-nuts, and thaddocks, for fmall nails. They pointed
out to us Anamocka or Rotterdam ; an advantage we derived
from knowing the proper names. They likewife gave us
the names of fome of the other ifles, and invited us much
to go to theirs, which they called Cornango. The breeze
frefhening, we left them aftern, and fteered for Anamocka;
meeting with a clear paflage, in which we found unequal
founding, from forty to nine fathoms, depending, I believe,
in a great meafure, on our diftance from the iflands which
form ir.

As we drew near the fouth end of Rotterdam, or Ana-
mocka, we were met by a number of canoes, laden with
fruit and roots; but, as I did not fhorten fail, we had but
little traffic with them. The people in one canoe enquired
for me by name; a proof that thefe people have an inter-
courfe with thofe of Amflerdam. They importuned us much
t© go towards their coaft, IL:Lring us know, as we underfload
them, that we might anchor there. This was on the S. W,
fide of the ifland, where the coaft feemed to be fheltered
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