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AND ROUND THE WORLD:.

Tanna. I cannot fay what might occafion this difference in
the variation obferved at {fea and on fhore, unlefs it be in-
fluenced by the land; for I muft give the preference to that
found at fea, as it is agreeable to what we obferved before
we made the iflands, and after we left them,

CHAP VIIL

Ln Account of the Difcovery of New Caledonia; . and the
Tncidents that happened while the Ship lay in Balade.

T {fun-rife on the 1ft of ‘September;, after having ftood

to S. W. all night, no more land was to be feen. The

wind remaining in the S. E. quarter, we continued to fland
0 S. W. On-the ad, at five o'clock P. M., being in the.lari-
titude-18° 22/, longitude 165° 26, the variation was 10° 50
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Eaft; and at the fame hour on the 3d, it was 10° 51/, latitude S
at that time 19° 14/, longitude 163° Eaft. The next morn- ®

ing, in the latitude of 1¢° 49, longitude 164° 59’, the ampli-
tude gave 1o 21, and the azimuths .16° 7' Eaft. Ateight
o’clock, as we were fteering to the South, land was dif-
covered bearing 8. 5. W., and at noon it extended from S. 8.
E.to W. by 8., diftant about fix leagues. We continued to
fteer for it with a light breeze at Eaft, till five in the evening, ,
when we were flopped bya calm. At thistime we were three -
leagues from the land, which extended from S. E. by S. to
W. by N., round by:the S. W. Some openings appeared in
the Weft, {o that we could not tell whether it was one con~
nected land or a group of iflands. To the S. E. the coaft
{eemed to terminate in 2 high promontory, which I named
Cape.
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

Cape Colnett, after one of my midfhipmen who firft dif-

«covered this land. Breakers were feen about half-way be-

tween ms and the fhore; and, behind them, two or three
canoes under fail, ftanding out to fea, as if their defign had
been to come off to us; but a little before fun-fer they ftruck
their fails, and we faw them no more. After a few hours
calm, we got a breeze at 8. E., and {pent the night fanding
ofl and on.

On the 5th at fun-rife, the horizon being clear, we could
{ee the coaft extend to the 8. E. of Cape Colnett, and round
by the S. W. toN. W. by W, Some gaps or openings were
yet to be feen to the Welt ; and a reef, or breakers, feemed to
lie all along the coaft, conneted with thofe we difcovered
the preceding night. It was a matter of indifference to me
whether we plied up the coaft to the S. E., or bore down to
N. W. I chofe the latter; and after running two leagues
down the outfide of the reef (for fuch it proved) we came
before an opening that had the appearance of a good chan-
nel, through which we might goin for the land. I wanted
to get at it, not only to vifit it, but alfo to have an opportu-
nity to obferve an eclipfe of the fun which was foon to hap-
pen. With this view we brought to, hoifted out two armed
boats, and fent them to found the channel ; ten or twelve
large failing canoes being then near us. We had ob-
ferved them coming off from the fhore, all the morn-
ing, from different parts; and fome were lying on the
reef, fithing as we fuppofed. As{oon as theyall got toge-
ther, they came down to us in a body, and were pretty near
when we were hoifting out our boats, which probably gave
them fome alarm ; for, without ftopping, they hauled in
for the reef, and our boats followed them. We now faw

that
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that what we had taken for openings in the coaft was low
land, and that it was all conneéted, except the weftern ex-
tremity, which was an ifland known by the name of Ba-
labea, as we afterwards learnt.

The boats having made a fignal for a channel, and one
of them being placed on the point of the reef on the weather
fide of it, we ftood in with the {hip, and took up the other
boat in our way, when the officer informed me, that where
we were to pafs, was fixteen and fourteen fathoms water,
o fine fandy bottom, and that, having put along-fide two
canoes, he found the people very obliging and civil. They
gave him fome fith ; and, in return, he prefented them with
medals, &c. In one was a flout robuft young man, whom
they underftood to be a chicf. After getting within the reef,
we hauled up S. & E., for a fmall low fandy ifle that we ob-
ferved lying under the fhore, being followed by all the
Our founding, in ftanding in, was from fiftcen to
twelve fathoms, (a pretty even fine {andy bottom) for about
two miles; then we had fix, five, and four fathoms. This
of a fhoal which lies a little without the
E. Being over if, W& found feven and
gradually, as we ap-

Canocs.

was on the tail
{mall ifle to the N.
cight fathoms water, which fhallowed
1e thore, to three fathoms, when we tacked, ftood
and then anchored in five fathoms, the bottom

The little {fandy ifle bore E. by
diftant ; and we were one mile
which extended from 5. E. by
The ifland of Balabea

proached t
off a little,
2 fine fand mixed with mud.
S, three quarters of a mile
from the fhore of the main,
E., round by the South, to W.N. W.
bore N. W. by N., and the channel, through which we came,
In this fituation we were €x-

North, four miles diftant.
P tremely
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tremely well {heltered from the reigning winds, by the fandy
ifle and its fhoals, and by the fhoal without them.

We had hardly got to an anchor, before we were {furround-
cd by a great number of the natives, in fixteen or eighteen
canoes, the moft of whom were without any fort of wea-
pons. At firft they were fhy of coming near the fhip; but
in a fhort time we prevailed on the people in one boat to
get clofe enough to receive fome prefents. Thefe we lowered
down to them by a rope, to which, in return, they tied two
fifh that ftunk intolerably, as did thofe they gave us in the
morning. Thefe mutual exchanges bringing on a kind of
confidence, two ventured on board the fhip; and prefently
after, {he was filled with them, and we had the company of
feveral atdinner in the cabbin. Our peafe-foup, falt beef,
and pork, they had no curiofity to tafle; but they eat of
fome yams, which we happened to have yet left, calling
them Ocbee. This name is not unlike Oofze, as they are
called at moft of the iflands, except Mallicollo ; neverthelefs,
we found thefe people fpoke a language new to us. Like
all the nations we had lately feen, the men were almoft
naked ; having hardly any other covering but fuch a wrap-
per as is ufed at Mallicollo®*. They were curious in examin-
ing every part of the thip, which they viewed with uncom-
mon attention. They had not the leaft knowledge of goats,
hogs, dogs, or cats, and had not even a name for one of them.
They feemed fond of large fpike-nails, and pieces of red
cloth; or indeed of any other colour; but red was their fa-
vourite,

After dinner, I went on fhore with two armed boats, hav-
ing with us one of the natives who had attached himfelf

® See the Note at Page 34 of this Volume,
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to me. We landed on a fandy beach before a vaft number
of people, who had got together with no other intent than
to {ee us: for many of them had not a ftick in their hands;
confequently we were received with great courtefy, and with
the furprife natural for people to exprefs, at feeing men and
things fo new to them as we muft be. I made prefents to
all thofe my friend pointed out, who were either old men,
or fuch as feemed to be of fome note; but he took not the
leaft notice of fome women who ftood behind the crowds
holding my hand when I was going to give them fome beads
and medals. Here we found the fame chief, who had been
feen in oncof the canoes, in the morning. His name, we now
learnt, was Teabooma ; and we had not been on fhore above
ten minutes, before he called for filence. Being inftantly
obeyed by every individual prefent, he made a {hort fpeech;
and foon after another chief having called for filence, made
a fpeech alfo. It was pleafing to fee with what attention
they were heard. Their fpeeches were compoied of fhort
fentences ; to each of which two or three old men an{wered,
by nodding their heads, and giving a kind of grunt, fignifi-
cant, asI thought, of approbation. It was impoflible for us
to know the purport of thele fpecches ; but we had reafon
to think they were favourable to us, on whole account they
doubtlefs were made. 1kept my eycs fixed on the people
a1l the time, and faw nothing to induce me to think other-
wife. While we were with them, having inquired, by figns,
for frefh water, fome pointed to the Faft, and others to the
Weft. My friend undertook to conduct us 1o it, and em-
barked with us for that purpofe. We rowed about two
miles up the coalt to the Eaft, where the fhore was moltly
covered with mangrove-trees ; and entering amongft them,
by a narrow creck or river, which brought us to a little

Pz {traggling
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

flraggling village, above all the mangroves, there we landed,
and were thewn frefth water. The ground near this village
was finely culiivated, being laid ourt in plantations of fugar-

canes, plantains, yams, and other roots; and watered by

little rills, conduéted by art from the main ftream, whofe
fource was in the hills. Here were fome cocoa-nut trees,
which did not feem burdened with fruit. We heard the
crowing of cocks, but faw none, Some roots were bak-
ing on a fire, in an earthen jar, which would have held
fix or eight gallons; nor did we doubr its being their own
manufadture. As we proceeded up the creek, Mr. Forfter
having fhot a duck flying over our heads, which was the
firft ufe thefe people faw made of our fire-arms, my friend
begged to have it; and when he landed, told his country-
men in what manner it was killed. The day being far {pent,
and the tide not permitting us to flay longer in the creek,
we took leave of the people, and got on board a little after
fun-fet. From this little excurfion, I found that we were to
expect nothing from thefe people but the privilege of vifiting
their country undifturbed. For it was eafly to fee they had
little elfe than good-nature to beftow. In this they exceeded
all the nations we had yet met with ; and, although it did
not fatisfy the demands of nature, it at once pleafed and
lett our minds art eafe.

Next morning we were vifited by fome hundreds of the
natives: ilome cvming in canoes, and others i‘w.vlmmln‘;-; off ;
{o that before ten o'clock, our decks, and all other parts of the
thip, were quite full with them., My friend, who was of
the number, brought me a few roots, but all the others
came empty in refpet to eatables. Some few had with
them their arms, fuch as clubs and darts, which they ex-
changed for nails, pieces of cloth, &c. After breakfaft, T

4 fent
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fent Lieutenant Picker{gill with two armed boats to look for
frefh water ; for what we found the day before was by no
means convenient for us to get on board. At the fame time,
Mr. Wales, accompanied by Lieutenant Clerke, went to the
little ifle to make preparations for obferving the eclipfe of
the fun, which was to be in the afternoon. Mr. Ficker{gill
foon returning, informed me that he had found a ftream of
frefh water, pretty convenient to come at. I therefore or-
dered the launch to be hoifted out to complete our water,
and then went to the ifle to affift in the obfervation.

About one P. M. the eclipfe came on. Clouds interpofed,
and we loft the firlt contaé, but were more fortunate in the
end, which was obferved as follows :

By Mr. Wales with Dollond’s 3% foot achromatic
refraftor, at - = - - - -
By Mr. Clerke with Bird's 2 foot reflettor, at- -
And by me with an 18 inch refleCtor made by
Watkins - - - - - - 3 28 53
Tatitude of the ifle or place of obfervation 20° 17’ 39" South.
Longitude per diftance of the fun and moon, and moon and
ftars, 48 fets, 164° 41’ 21" Eaft,
Ditto per watch 163 58 o

Mr. Wales meafured the quantity eclipfed by a Hadley’s
quadrant, a method never before thought of. Iam of opi-
nion it anfwers the purpofe of a micrometer to a great de-
gree of certainty, and is a great addition to the ufe of this
moft valuable inflrument. After all was over, we returned
on board, where I found Teabooma the chief, who {oon

after flipped out of the fhip without my knowledge, and by
that means loft the prefent I had made up for him.

In
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

In the evening, I went afhore to the watering-place, which
was at the head of a little creek, ata fine flream that came
from the hills. It was neceflary to have a fmall boat in the
creek to convey the cafks from and ro the beach over which
they were rolled, and then put into the launch; as only a
fmall boat could enter the creek, and that only at high-
water. Excellent wood for fuel was here far more conve-
nient than water, but this was an article we did not want,
About feven o'clock this evening, died Simon Monk, our
butcher, a man much efteemed in the thip; his death being
occafioned by a fall down the fore-hatch-way the preceding
night.

Early in the morning of the 7th, the watering-party, and a
guard, under the command of an officer, were fent athore ;
and foon after a party of us went to take a view of the
country. As foon as we landed, we made known our defign
to -the natives, and two of them undertaking to be our
guides, conductedus up the hills by a tolerably good path,
In our route we met feveral people, moft of whom turned
back with us; fo that at laft our train was NUIMerous.
some we met who wanted us to return; bur we paid no re-
gard to their figns, nor did they feem uneafy when we pro-
cecded. At length we reached the fummit of one of the
hills, from which we faw the fea in two places, between
fome advanced hills, on the oppofite, or 8. W. fide of the land.
This was an ufeful difcovery, as it enabled us to judge of the
breadth of the land, which, in this part, did not exceed
ten leagues,

Between thofe advanced hills, and the ridge we were up-

on, was a large valley, through which ran a ferpentine

river, On the banks of this were {everal plantations, and
3 fome
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AND ROUND THE WORLD,.

fome villages, whofe inhabitants we had met on the road,
and found more on the top of the hill gazing at the fhip, as
might be fuppofed. The plain, or flat land, which liesalong
the thore we were upon, appeared from the hills to great
advantage; the winding ftreams which ran through ir, the
plantations, the little ftraggling villages, the variety in the
woods, and the fhoals on the coaft, fo variegating the fcene,
that the whole might afford a picture for romance. Indeed,
if it were not for thofe fertile fpots on the plains, and fome
few on the fides of the mountains, the whole country might
be called a dreary wafte. The mountains, and other high
places, are, for the moft part, incapable of cultivation, con-
fiting chiefly of rocks, many of which are full of mun-
dicks, The little foil that is upon them 1s {corched and
burnt up with the fun; it is, neverthelefs, coated with
coarfe grafs and other plants, and here and there trees and
thrubs. The country, in general, bore great refemblance to
fome parts of New Holland under the fame parallel of lati-
tude, feveral of its natural produétions feeming to be the fame,
and the woods being without underwood, as in that country.
The reefs on the coaft,and feveral other fimilarities, were ob-
vious to every one who had feen both countries. We ob-
ferved all the N. E. coaft to be covered with fhoals and
breakers, extending to the northward, beyond the ifle of
Balabea, till they were loft in the horizon. Having made
thefe obfervations, and our guides not chufing to go far-
ther, we defcended the mountains by a road different from
that by which we afcended. This brought us down
through fome of their plantations in the plains, which I
obferved were laid out with great judgment, and cultvated
with much labour. Some of them were lying in fallow;
{fome feemingly lately laid down ; and others of longer date,
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pieces of which they were again beginning to dig up. The
firft thing I obferved they did, was to fet fire to the grafs, &c.
which had over-run the furface. Recruiting the land by
letting it lie fome years untouched, is obferved by all the
nations in this fea; but they feem to have no notion of ma-
nuring ir, at leaft I have no where feen it done. Our ex-
curfion was finifhed by noon, when we returned on board to
dinner; and one of our guides having left us, we brought
the other with us, whofe fidelity was rewarded at a fmall
expence.

In the afternoon, I made a little excurfion along fhore, to
the weflward, in company with Mr. Wales. Befides making
obfervations on fuch things as we mer, we got the names
of feveral places, which I then thought were iflands; but,
upon farther inquiry, I found they were diftri¢ts upon this
fame land. This afternoon a fith being ftruck by one of the
natives near the watering-place, my clerk purchafed it, and
fent 1t to me after my return on board. It was of a new
fpecies, fomething like a fun-fith, with a large, long, ugly
head. Having no fufpicion of its being of a poifonous na-
ture, we ordered it to be drefled for fupper; but, very
luckily, the operation of drawing and defcribing took up fo
much time, that it was too late, {fo that only the liver and
row were drefled, of which the two Mr, Forfters and myfelf
did but tafte. About three o’clock in the morning, we
found ourfelves feized with an extraordinary weaknefs and
numbnels all over our limbs, I had almoft loft the fenfe of
feeling ; nor could I ditinguifh between light and heavy

bodies, of fuch as T had ftrength to move; a quart pot, full

of water, and a feather, being the fame in my hand. We
cach of us took an emetic, and after thata fweat, which gave
us
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us much relief, In the morning, one of the pigs, which
had eaten the entrails, was found dead. When the na-
tives came on board and faw the fith hang up, they immedi-
ately gave us to underftand it was not wholefome food, and
exprefled the utmoft abhorrence of it; though no one was
obferved to do this when the fith was to be fold, or even after
it was purchafed.

On the 8th, the guard and a party of men were on fhore
as ufual. In the afternoon I received a meflage from the
officer, acquainting me that Teabooma the chief was come
with a prefent confifting of a few yams and {fugar-canes. In
return, I fent him, amongft other articles, a dog and a bitch,
both young, but nearly full grown. The dog was red and
white, but the bitch was all red, or the colour of an Englifh
fox. I mention this, becaufe they may prove the Adam and
Eve of their {fpecies in that country. When the officer re-
turned on board in the evening, he informed me that the
chief came, attended by about twenty men, {o thart it looked
like a vifit of ceremony. It was fome time before he would
believe the dog and bitch were intended for him; but as
foon as he was convinced, he feemed loft in an excefs of joy,
and {ent them away immediately,

Next morning early, [ difpatched Lieutenant Picker{gill and
Mr. Gilbert with the launch and cutrer to explore the coaft to
the Weft; judging this would be better effected in the boats
than in the fhip, as the reefs would force the latter feveral
leagues from land. After breakfaft, a party of men was fent
athore to make brooms ; but myfelf and the two Mr, Forfiers
were confined on board, though much better, a good fweat
having had an happy effect. In the afternoon, a man was
{cen, both athore and along-fide the fhip, faid to be as white
as any European. From the account I had of him (for I did
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not fee him) his whitenefs did not proceed from hereditary
defcent, but from chance or fome difeafe; and fuch have
been feen at Otaheite and the Society Ifles*®, A frefh eafterly
wind, and the fhip lying a mile from the fhore, did not
hinder thefe good-natured people from {wimming off to us
in thoals of twenty or thirty, and returning the fame way.

On the 1oth, a party was on fhore as ufual; and Mr.
Forfter fo well recovered as to go out botanizing.

In the evening of the 11th, the boats returned, when I was
informed of the following circumftances. From an eleva-
tion, which they reached the morning they fet out, they had
a view of the coaft. Mr. Gilbert was of opinion, that they
faw the termination of it to the Weft, but Mr. Pickerfgill
thought not; though both agreed that there was no paflage
for the fhip that way. From this place, accompanied by two
of the natives, they went to Balabea, which they did not
reach till after fun-fet, and left again next morning before
fun-rife; confequently this was a fruitlefs expedition, and
the two following days were fpent in getting up to the
thip. As they went down to the ifle, they faw abundance of
turtle, but the violence of the wind and fea made it impof-
hble to firike any. The cutter was near being loft, by fud=
denly filling with water, which obliged them to throw
feveral things overboard, before they could free her and flop
theleak fhe had fprung. From a fithing canoe, which they
met coming in from the reefs, they got as much fith as they
could eat; and they were received by Teabi, the chief of the
i{le of Balabea, and the people, who came in numbers to
fee them, with great courte{y. In order not to be too much

® Walfer met with Indians in the ithmus of Darien of the colour of 2 white horfe. Sec his
Defeription of the Jthmus, p. 134. Seealfa Mr. de Paw's Philofophical, Inquiries concerning the

Americans, where feveral other inflances of this remarkable whitenels are mentioned, sud the
caules of it atsempted to be explained.

crowded
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crowded, our people drew a line on the ground, and gave _1'774
the others to underftand they were not to come within it lira i
This reftriction they obferved ; and one of them, foon after, QAR
turned it to his own advantage. For happening to have
a few cocoa-nuts, which one of our people wanted to buy,
and he was unwilling to part with, he walked off, and was
followed by the man who wanted them. On feeing this he
fat down on the fand, made a circle round him, as he had
feen our people do, and fignified that the other was not to
come within it; which was accordingly obferved. As this
flary was well attefted, I thought it not unworthy of a place
in this journal.

Early in the morning of the 12th, T ordered the carpenter Monday 12.
to work, to repair the cutter, and the water to be replaced,
which we had expended the three preceding days. As
Teabooma the chief had not been feen fince he got the
dogs, and I wanted to lay a foundation for ftocking the

country with hogs alfo, I took a young boar and fow with
me in the boat, and went up the mangrove creek to look
for my friend, in order to give them to him. But when we
arrived there, we were told that he lived at fome diftance,

and that they would fend for him. Whether they did or no
I cannot fay ; but he not coming, I refolved to give them to
the firlt man of note I met with, The guide we had to the
hills happening to be there, I made him underftand, that I
intended to leave the two pigs on fhore, and ordered them
out of the boat for that purpofe. Ioffered them to a grave
old man, thinking he was a proper perfon to intruft them
with ; burt he fhook his head, and he, and all prefent, made
figns to take them into the boat again, When they faw I
did not comply, they feemed to confult with one another
what was to be done; and then our guide told me to carry

Q2 them
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them to the ke (chief). Accordingly I ordered them
to be taken up, and we were conducted by him to a
houfe wherein were feated, in a circle, eight or ten, middle-
aged perfons. To them I and my pigs being introduced,
with great courtefly they defired me to fit down ; and thenl
began to expatiate on the merits of the two pigs, explainingto
them how many young ones the female would have at one
time,and how foon thefe would multiply to fome hundreds.
My only motive was to enhance their value, that they might
take the more care of them; and I had reafon to think I,
in fome meafure, fucceeded. In the mean time, two men
having left the company, foon returned with fix yams, which
were prefented to me; and then I took leave and went on
board.

I have already obferved, that here was 2 little village; I
now found it much larger than I expected ; and, about it, a
good deal of cultivated land, regularly laid out, planted and
planting, with taro or eddy root, yams, fugar-canes, and
plantains. The taro plantations were prettily watered by
Little rills, continually fupplied from the main channel at
the foot of the mountains, from whence thefe flreams
were conducted in artful meanders. They have two me-
thods of planting thefe roots, fome are in fquare or oblong
patches, which lie pertectly horizontal, and fink below
the common level of the adjacent land ; fo that they can let
in on them as much water as they think neceflary. I have
generally feen them covered two or three inches deep ; but
I do not know that this is always neceflary. Others are
planted in ridges about three or four feet broad, and two,
or two and an half high. On the middle or top of the ridge,
s 2 narrow gutter, inand along which is conveyed, as above

8 deferibed,
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defcribed, a little rill that waters the roots, planted in the
ridge, on each fide of it ; and thefe plantations are fo judi-
cioufly laid out, that the fame ftream waters feveral ridges.
Thefe ridges are fometimes the divifions to the horizontal
plantations ; and when this method is ufed, which is for
the moft part obferved where a pathway or fomething of that
fort is requifite, not an inch of ground is loft. Perhaps there
may be fome difference in the roots, which may make thefe
two methods of raifing them neceflary. Some are better
tafted than others, and they are not all of a colour; but be
this as it may, they are a very wholefome food, and the tops
make good greens, and are eaten as fuch by the natives.
On thefe plantations men, women, and children were em-~
ployed.

In the afternoon, I went on fhore, and, on a large tree,
which ftood clofe to the fhore, near the watering place, had

an infcription cut, fetting forth the fhip’s name, date, &c. as
a teflimony of our being the firft difcoverers of this country,
a5 T had done at all others, at which we had touched, where
this ceremony was neceflary. This being done, we took leave
of our friends, and returned on board; when I ordered all
the boats to be hoifted in, in order to be ready to put to fea

in the morning.

CHAP.
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