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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,
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Sequel of the Paflage from New Caledonia to New Zealand,
with an account of the Difcovery of Norfolk Ifland ; and
the Incidents that bappened while the Ship lay in Queen
Charlotte’s Sound.

H E wind continuing at 5. W., W. 8. W., and Weft,

blowing a frefh gale, and now and then {qualls, with
fhowers of rain, we fteered to S. 8. E., without meeting with
any remarkable occurrence till near noon on the 6th, when it
fell calm. Atthis time we were in the latitude of 27° 50' 8., lon-
gituder71°43 Eafl. The calm continued till noon the next day,
during which time we obferved the variation to be 10° 33’ &
Eaft. Inow ordered the carpenters to work to caulk the decks.
As we had neither pitch, tar, nor rofin, left to pay the
feams, this was done with varnifh of pine, and afrerwards
covered with coral fand, which made a cement far exceeding
my expectation. In the afternoon, we had a boat in the
water, and fhot two albatrofles, which were geefe to us. We
had feen one of this kind of birds the day before, which
was the firt we obferved fince we had been within the
tropic. On the 7th, at one P. M. a breeze fprung up at South ;
foon after it veered to, and fixed at S. E. by S, and blew a

gentle gale, attended with pleafant weather,

We firetched to W. §. W., and next day at noon were
in the latitude of 28° 25/, longitude 170° 26' Eaft. In the
2 evening,
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

evening, Mr. Cooper having {truck a porpoife with a har-
poon, it was neceflary to bring to, and have two boats out,
before we could kill it, and get it on board. It was fix feet
long ; a female of that kind, which naturalifts call dolphin
of the antients, and which differs from the other kind of
porpoife in the head and jaw, having them long and
pointed. This had cighty-eight teeth in each jaw. The
haflet and lean fleth were to us a feaft. The latter was
a little liverith, but had not the leaft fithy taite. It was
caten roafted, broiled, and fryed, firft foaking it in warm
water. Indeed, little art was wanting to make any thing
freth, palatable to thofe who had been living fo long
on falt meat.

We continued to ftretch to W, 5. W, till the toth, when,
at day-break, we difcovered land, bearing S. W,, which on
a nearer approach we found to be an ifland of good height,
and five leagues in circuit. I named it Norfolk Ifle, in
honour of the noble family of Howard. It is fituated in
the latitude of 29° 2' 30" S and longitude 168° 16' Eaft.
The latter was determined by lunar obfervations made on
this, the preceding, and following days; and the former,
by a good obfervation at noon, when we were about three
miles from the ifle. Soon after we difcovered the ifle, we
founded in twenty-two fathoms on a bank of coral fand;
after this we continued to found, and found not lefs than
twenty-two, or more than twenty-four fathoms (except near
the thore), and the fame bottom mixed with broken fhells.
After dinner, a party of us embarked in two boats, and
landed on the ifland, without any difficulty, behind fome
large rocks which lined part of the coaft, on the N, E,
fide.

Uz We
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

We found it uninhabited, and were undoubtedly the

——— firflt that ever fet foot on it, We obferved many trees and

Monday 10,

plants common at New Zealand; and, in particular, the
flax plant, which is rather more luxuriant here than in any
part of that country; but the chief produce is a fort of
fpruce pine, which grows in great abundance, and to a
large fize, many of the trees being as thick, breaft high, as
two men could fathom,and exceedingly ftraight and tall. This
pine is of a fort between that which grows in New Zealand,
and that in New Caledonia ; the foliage differing fomething
from both ; and the wood not fo heavy as the former, nor
fo light and clofe-grained as the latter. It is a good deal
like the Quebec pine. For about two hundred yards from
the thore, the ground is covered fo thick with fhrubs and
plants, as hardly to be penetrated farther inland. The
woods were perfeétly clear and free from underwood, and
the foil feemed rich and deep.

We found the fame kind of pigeons, parrots, and parro-
quets as in New Zealand, rails, and fome {mall birds. The
fea fowl are, white boobies, gulls, tern, &c. which breed
undifturbed on the fhores, and in the cliffs of the rocks.

On the ifle is freth water ; and cabbage-palm,wood-forrel,
fow-thiftle, and famphire abounding in fome places on the
{hores, we brought on board as much of each fort as the
time we had to gather them would admit. Thefe-cabbage-
trees or palms, were not thicker than a man’s leg, and from
ten to twenty feet high. They are of the fame genus with
the cocoa-nut tree ; like it they have large pinnated leaves,
and are the fame as the fecond fort found in the northern
parts of New South Wales #*, The cabbage 1s, properly

® Vide Hawkelworth’s Voyages, Vol. III, Page 624,
fpeak-
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AND ROUND THE WORLD, 149

| fpeaking, the bud of the tree; each tree producing but one s
I cabbage, which 1s at the crown, where the leaves {pring out,

and is inclofed in the ftem. The cutting off the cabbage ef-
fectually deftroys the tree; fo that no more than one can be
had from the fame {ftem. The cocoa-nut tree, and fome
others of the palm kind, produce cabbage as well as thefe,
This vegetable is not only wholefome, but exceedingly palat-
able, and proved the moft agreeable repaft we had for fome
time.

LS
Monday 10«

The coaft does not want fith, While we were on fhore,
the people in the boats caught fome which were excellent,
I judged that it was high water at the full and change, about
one o’clock ; and that the tide rifes and falls upon a perpen-
dicular about four or five feet.

The approach of night brought us all on board, when
we hoifted in the boats ; and ftretching to E. N. E: (with the
wind at S. E.) till midnight, we tacked, and {pent the re-
mainder of the night making fhort boards.

Next morning at fun-rife, we made {fail, firetching to Tuefdiy 114
S. 8. W.,and weathered the ifland ; on the fouth fide of which
i Iie two ifles, that ferve as roofting and breeding-places for

birds. On this, as alfo on the 5. E. fide, is a fandy beach;

whereas moft of the other fhores are bounded by rocky cliffs

which have twenty and eighteen fathoms water clofe to them;

at leaft fo we found it on the N, E. fide, and with good an-

chorage. A bank of coral fand, mixed with fhells, on which

we found from nineteen to thirty-five or forty fathoms wa-

: ter, furrounds the ifle, and extends, efpecially to the South,
feven leagues off. The morning we difcovered the ifland,

the
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

the variation was found to be 13° ¢’ E. ; but I think this ob-
fervation gave too much, as others, which we had both before
and after, gave 2° lefs.

After leaving Norfolk Ifle, I fteered for New Zealand, my
intention being to touch at Queen Charlotte’s Sound, to re-
frefh my crew, and put the fhip in a condition to encounter
the fouthern latitudes.

On the 17th, at day-break, we faw Mount Egmont, which
was covered with everlafting fnow, bearing S. E. * E. Our
diftance from the fhore was about eight leagues, and, on
founding, we found feventy fathoms water, 2 muddy bottom.
The wind foon fixed in the weftern board, and blew a frefh
gale, with which we fleered 8. 8. E., for Queen Charlotte’s
Sound, with a view of falling in with Cape Stephens. - At
noon Cape Egmont bore E. N. E., diftant three or four leagues;
and though the mount was hid in the clouds, we judged
it to be in the fame direétion as the Cape ; latitude obferved
39° 24. The wind increafed in fuch a manner as to oblige
us to clofe reef our top-fails, and firike top-gallant yards.
At laft we could bear no more fail than the two courfes, and
two clofe-reefed top-fails; and under them we firetched
for Cape Stephens, which we made at eleven o'clock at night.

At midnight we tacked and made a trip to the North till
three o'clock next morning, when we bore away for the
found. At nine we hauled round Point Jackfon through a
fea which looked terrible, occafioned by a rapid tide, and a
high wind ; but as we knew the coaft, it did not alarm us.
At eleven o’clock we anchored before Ship Cove; the ftrong
flurries from off the land not permitting us to get in.

In
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

In the afternoon, as we could not move the fhip, I went
into the Cove, with the feine, to try to catch fome fith. The
firft thing [ did after landing, was to look for the bottle I left
hid when laft here, in which was the memorandum. It was
taken away; but by whom it did not appear. Two hauls
with the feine producing only four {mall fith, we, in fome
meafure, made up for this deficiency, by fhooting feveral
birds, which the flowers in the garden had drawn thither,
as alfo fome old fhags, and by robbing the nefts of fome

young ones.

Being little wind next morning, we weighed and warped
the fhip into the Cove, and there moored with the two
bowers. We unbent the fails to repair them ; feveral having
been {plit, and otherwife damaged in the late gale. The
main and fore courfes, already worn to the very utmoft,
were condemned as ufelefs. I ordered the top-malits to be
firuck and unrigged, in order to fix to them moveable chocks
or knees, for want of which the treftle-trees were continu-
ally breaking ; the forge to be fet up, to make bolts and re-
pair our iron-work ; and tents to be erected on thore for the
reception of a guard, coopers, fail-makers, &c. I likewife
gave orders that vegetables (of which there were plenty)
fhould be boiled every morning with oat-meal and portable
broth for breakfaft, and with peas and broth every day for
dinner for the whole crew, over and above their ufual al-
lowance of falt meat.

In the afternoon, as Mr. Wales was fetting up his obferva-
tory, he difcovered that feveral trees, which were ftanding,
when we laft failed from this place, had been cut down with
{fawsand axes; and a few days after, the place where an obfer-
vatory, clock, &c. had been fet up, was alfo found, in a fpot

different
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

different from that where Mr. Wales had placed his. It was
therefore now no longer to be doubted, that the Adventure
had been in this Cove after we had leftit.

Next day, winds foutherly ; hazy cloudy weather. Every
body went to work at their refpective employments, one of
which was to caulk the fhip’s fides, a thing much wanted.
The feams were paid with putty, made with cook’s fat and

chalk ; the gunner happening to have a quantity of the latter
on board.

The 21ft, wind foutherly, with continual rains.

The weather being fair in the afternoon of the 22d, accom-
panied by the botanifts, I vifited our gardens on Motuara,
which we found almoft in a ftate of nature, having been
wholly neglected by the inhabirants. Neverthelefs, many
articles were in a flourithing condition, and fhewed how
well they liked the foil in which they were planted. None
of the natives having yet made their appearance, we
made a fire on the point of the ifland ; in hopes, if they faw
the fmoke, they might bhe induced to come to us.

Nothing remarkable happened till the 24th, when, in the
morning, two canoes were feen coming down the found;
but as foon as they  perceived the {hip, they retired behind
a point on the weft fide. After breakfaft I went ina boat to
look for them; and as we proceeded alon g the fhore, we fhot
feveral birds. The report of the mufquets gave notice of
our approach, and the natives difcovered themfelves in Shag
Cove by hallooing to us; but as we drew near to their ha-
bitations, they all fled to the woods, except two or three men,
who fteod on a rifing ground near the thore, with their arms
in their hands., The moment we landed, they knew us.

Joy
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

Joy then took place of fear ; and the refl of the natives hur-
ried out of the woods, and embraced us over and over again,
leaping and fkipping about like madmen; but I obferved
that they would not fuffer fome women, whom we faw at
a diftance, to come near us. After we had made them pre-
{fents of hatchets, knives, and what elfe we had with us,
they gave us in return a large quantity of fifh, which they
had juft caught. There were only a few amongft them
whofe faces we could recognife; and on our afking why they
were afraid of us, and inquiring for fome of our old ac-
quaintances by name, they talked much about killing,
which was fo varioufly underftood by us, that we could ga-
ther nothing from it; fo that, after a fhort ftay, we took
leave, and went on board.

Next morning carly, our friends, according to a promife
they had made us the preceding evening, paying us a vifit,
brought with them a quantity of fine fith, which they ex-
changed for Otaheitean cloth, &c. and then returned to their
habitations.

On the 26th, we got into the after-hold four boat-load of
thingle ballaft, and ftruck down fix guns, keeping only fix
on deck. Our good friends the natives having brought us
a plentiful fupply of fith, afterwards went on fhore to the
tents, and informed our people there, that a thip like ours
had been lately loft in the Scrait; that fome of the people
got on fhore ; and that the natives {tole their cloaths, &c. for
which feveral were fhot; that afterwards, when they could
fire no longer, the natives having got the better, Killed them
with their Patapatoos, and eat them ; but that they themf{elves
had no hand in the affair, which, they faid, happened at
Vanna Aroa, near Teerawhitte, on the other fide ot the

Vou. 1L X Strait.
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

Strait. One man faid it was two moons ago; but another
contradicted him, and counted on his fingers about twenty
or thirty days. They defcribed by actions how the fhip was
beat to pieces, by going up and down againlt the rocks, till
at laft it was all {cattered abroad.

The next day fome others told the fame flory, or nearly to
the fame purport, and pointed over the Eaft Bay, which 1s
on the eaft fide of the Sound, as to the place where it happen-
ed. Thefe flories making me very uneafy abourt the Adven-
ture, I defired Mr. Wales, and thofe on thore, to let me know
if any of the natives fhould mention it again, or to {end
them to me; for I had not heard any thing from them my-
felf. When Mr. Wales came on board to dinner, he found
the very people who had told him the ftory on fhore, and
pointed them out to me. I inquired about the affair, and
endeavoured to come at the truth by every method ! could
think of; All I could get from them was, Caurey (no); and
they not only denied every fyllable of what they had faid on
{hore, but feemed wholly ignorant of the matter; {fo that I
began to think our people had mifunderftood them, and that
the ftory referred to fome of their own people and boats.

On the 28th, frefh gales weflerly, and fair weather. We
rigged and fitted the top-mafts. Having gone on a fhooting-
party to Weft Bay, we went to the place where 1 left the hogs
and fowls; but faw no veftiges of them, nor of any body hav-
ing been there fince. In our return, having vifited the na-
tives, we got fome fithin exchange for trifles which we gave
them. As we were coming away, Mr. Forfter thought he
heard the fqueaking of a pig in the woods, clofe by their
habitations ; probably, they may have thofe 1 left with them
when laflt here. In the evening, we got on board, with

ahout

e



T —
-t

e —— gy

AND ROUND THE WORLD.

about a dozen and an half of wild-fowl, fhags, and fea-pies.
The {portfmen who had been outin the woods near the fhip,
were more {uccelsful among the fmall birds.

On the 29th and 3oth, nothing remarkable happened, ex-
cept that in the evening of the latter all the natives left us.

The 31t being a fine pleafant day, our botanifts went over
to Long Ifland, where one of the party {faw a large black boar.
As it was defcribed to me, I thought it might be one of thofe
which Captain Furneaux left behind, and had been brought
over to this ifle by thofe who had it in keeping. Since they
did not deftroy thofe hogs when firft in their pofleflion, we
cannot fuppofe they will do it now ; fo that there is little
fear but that this country will, in time, be {tocked with thefe
animals, both in a wild and domeftic ftate.

Next day, we were vifited by a number of firangers, who
came from up the Sound, and brought with them but little
fith. Their chief commodity was green flone or talk, an
article which never came to a bad market ; and fome of the
largeft pieces of it I had ever feen, were got this day.

On the 2d, I went over to the eaft fide of the Sound, and,
without meeting any thing remarkable, returned on board
in the evening, when I learnt that the faime pecple who wvifit-
ed us the preceding day, had been on board moft of this,
with their ufual article of trade.

On the 3d, Mr. Picker{gill met with fome of the natives,
who related to him the flory of a fhip being loff, and the
people being killed ; but added, with great earneflnefs, it
was not done by them.
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On the 4th, fine pleafant weather. Moft of the natives
now retired up the Sound. Indeed, I had taken every gentle
method to oblige them to be gone ; forfince thefe new-comers
had been with us, our old friends had difappeared, and we
had been without fith, Having gone over to Long lfland,
to look for the hog which had been feen there, I found it to
be one of the fows left by Captain Furneaux; the {fame that
was in the pofleflion of the natives when we were laft here.
From a fuppofition of its being a boar, I had carried over a
fow to leave with him ; but on feeing my miftake, brought
her back, as the leaving her there would anfwer no end.

Early in the morning of the 5th, our old friends made us
a vifit, and brought a feafonable fupply of fith. At the fame
time I embarked in the pinnace, with Meflrs. Forfters and
Sptarman, in order to proceed up the Sound. I was defirous
of finding the termination of it ; or rather of feeing if I could
find any paflage out to fea by the S. E., as I fufpected from
fome difcoveries I had made when firft here. In our way
up, we met with fome fithers, of whom we made the ne-
ceflary inquiry; and they all agreed that there was no paf-
fage to fea by the head of the Sound. As we proceeded, we,
fome time after, mert a canoe conducted by four men com-
ing down the Sound. Thefe confirmed what the others had
(aid, in regard to there being no paflage to fea the way we
were going; but gave us to underftand that thcrc_was one
to the Eaft, in the very place where I expected to find it. I
now laid afide the fcheme of going to the head of the Sound,
and proceeded to this arm, which is on the S. E. fide, about
four or five leagues above the lile of Motuara.

A little within the entrance on the S. E. fide, at a place

called Kotieghenooee, we found a large fettlement of the na-
7 tives.
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tives. The chief, whofe name was Tringo- boohee, and his 1774+
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people, whom we found to be fome of thofe who had lately i

&3 urday

been on board the fhip, received us with great courtefy.
They feemed to be pretty numerous both here and in the
neighbourhood. Our ftay with them was fhort, as the in-
formation they gave us encouraged us to purfue the objedt
we had in view. Accordingly we proceeded down the arm
E. N. E. and E. by N,, leaving feveral fine coves on both fides,
and at laft found it to open into the Strait by a channcl about
a mile wide, in which ran out a ftrong tide ; having alfo ob-
ferved one fetting down the arm, all the time we had been
in it. It was now about four o'clock in the afternoon ; and
in lefs than an hourafter, this tide ceafed, and was fucceed-
ed by the flood, which came in with equal flrength.

The outlet lies S. E. by E. and N, W. by W.; and nearly
in the direction of E. S. E. and W.N. W. from Cape Terra-
whitte. We found thirteen fathoms water a little within the
entrance, clear ground. It feemed to me that a leading
wind was neceflary to go in and out of this paffage, on ac-
count of the rapidity of the tides. I, however, had buc
little time to make obfervations of this nature, as night was
at hand, and I had refolved to return on board. On that
account, I omitted vifiting a large Hippa, or ftrong-hold, built
on an elevation on the north fide, and about a mile or two
within the entrance. The inhabitants of it, by figns, invited
us to go to them ; but, without paying any regard to them,
we proceeded direétly for the fhip, which we reached by ten
o'clock, bringing with us fome fith we had got from the
natives, and a few birds we had fhot. Amonglt the latter
were fome of the fame kind of ducks we found in Dufky Bay;
and we have reafon to believe that they are all to be met with

here,
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here. Torthe natives knew them all by the drawings, and

On the 6th, wind at N. E., gloomy weather with rain. Our
old friends having taken up their abode near us, one of
them, whofe name was Pedero (a man of fome note), made
me a prefent of a ftaff of honour, fuch as the chiefs gene-
rally carry. In return, I drefled him in a fuit of old clothes,
of which he was not a little prond. He had a fine perfon,
and a good prefence, and nothing but his colour diftinguifh-
ed him from an European. Having got him, and another,
into a communicative mood, we began to inquire of them
if the Adventure had been there during my abfence; and
they gave us to underftand, in a manner which admitied of
no doubt, that, foon after we were gone, the arrived, that
{he flaid between ten and twenty days, and had been gone
ten months. They likewife aflerted that neither the, nor any
other fhip, had been ftranded on the coaft, as had been re-
ported. This aflfertion, and the manner in which they re-
lated the coming and going of the Adventure, made me
cafy about her; but did not wholly fet afide our fufpicions
of a difafter having happened to fome other {trangers. Be-
fides what has been already related, we had been told that
a thip had lately been here, and was gone to a place called
Terato, which is on the north fide of the Strait.  Whether this
ftory related to the former or no, 1 cannot fay. Whenever I
queftioned the natives about it, they always denied all know-
ledge of it ; and for fome time paft, had avoided mentioning
it. It was but a few days before, that one man received a
box on the ear for naming it to fome of our people.

After breakfaft, I took a number of hands over to Long-
Ifland, in order to cateh the fow, to put her to the boar, and
Iemove
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

remove ber to fome other place; bur we returned without
feeing her. Some of the natives had been there not long

59
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ir fi - unday 6.
before us, as their fires were yet burning; and they had S

undoubtedly taken her away. Pedero dined with us, eat of
every thing at table, and drank more wine than any one of us,
without being in the leaft affected by it.

The 7th, frefh gales at N. E., with continual rain,

The 8th, fore-part rain, remainder fair weather. We put
two pigs, a boar and a fow, on fhore, in the cove next with-
out Cannibal Cove; fo that it is hardly pofiible all the me-
thods I have taken to ftock this country with thefe animals
thould fail. We had alfo reafon to believe that fome of the
cocks and hens which I left here ftill exifted, although we
had not feen any of them ; for an hen's egg was, fome days
before, found in the woods almoft new laid,

On the gth, wind weflerly or N. W., fqually, with rain. In
the morning we unmoored, and fhifted our birth farther
out of the cove, for the more ready getting to fea the next
morning ; for, at prefent, the caulkers had not finithed the
fides, and nll this work was done we could not fail. Our
friends having brought us a very large and feafonable {fup-
ply of fifh, I befiowed on Pedero a prefent of an empty oil-
jar, which made him as happy as a prince. Soon after, he
and his party left the cove, and retired to their proper place
of abode, with all the treafure they had received from us. I
believe that they gave away many of the things they, at dif-
ferent times, got from us, to their friends, and neighbours, or
elfe parted with them to purchafe peace of their more
powerful enemies; for we never faw any of our prefents
aftef they were oncein their pofleflion; and every time we
vifited them they were as much in want of harchets, nails,
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&c. to all appearance, as if they never had had any among
them.

I am fatisfied that the people in this Sound, who are, upon
the whole, pretty numerous, are under no regular form of
government, or {o united as to form one body politic. The
head of each tribe, or family, feems to be refpected; and
that refpe¢t may, on fome occalions, command obedience;
but I doubt if any amongft them have either a right or
power to enforce it. The day we were with Tringo-boohee,
the people came from all parts to fee us, which he endea-
voured to prevent. But though he went fo far as to throw
ftones at fome, I obferved that very few paid any regard
either to his words or ations; and yet this man was {poken
of as a chief of fome note. I have, before, made fome re-
marks on the evils attending thefe people for want of union
among themfelves; and the more I was acquainted with
them, the more I found it to be fo. Notwithftanding they
are cannibals, they are naturally of a good difpofition, and
have nota little humanity.

In the afternoon a party of us went afhore into one of the
coves, where were two families of the natives varioufly
employed ; fome {lecping, fome making mats, others roaft-
ing fith and fir roots, and one girl, I obferved, was heating
of ftones. Curiocus to know what they were for, I remained
near her. As foon as the ftones were made hot, fhe took
them out of the fire, and gave them to an old woman, who
was fitting in the hut. She placed them in a heap, laid over
them a handful of green cellery, and over that a coarfe mat,
and then fquatted herfelf down, on her heels, on the top of
all ; thus making a kind of Dutch warming-pan, on which
{he {at as clefe as a hare on her {eat. 1 fhould hardly have
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mentioned this operation, if I had thought it had no other view
than to warm the old woman’s backfide. T rather fuppofe it
was intended to cure fome diforder fhe might have on her,
which the fteams arifing from the green cellery might be a
fpecific for. T was led to think fo'by there being hardly any
cellery in the place, we having gathered it long before ; and
grafls, of which there was great plenty, would have kept the
flones from burning the mat full as well, if that had been
all that wasmeant. Befides, the woman looked to me fickly,
and not in a good flate 'of health.

Mr. Wales, from time totime communicated to me the ob-
fervations he had made in this Sound for determining the
longitude, the mean refults of which give 174° 25' 7"+ Eaft,
for the bottom of Ship Cove, where the obfervations were
made; and the latitude of itis 42° §' 56"+ South. In my
chart, conftituted in my former voyage, this place is laid
down in 184° 54’ 30" Weflt, equal to 175° 5' 50" Eaft. The
error of the chart is therefore, o° 40’ 0", and nearly equal to
what was found at Dufky Bay; by which it appears that
the whole of Tavai-poenammeoo, is laid down 40" too far
Eafl in the faid chart, as well as in the journal of the voy-
age. But the error in Eahei-no-mauwe, is not more than
half a degree, or thirty minutes; becaufe the diftance be-
tween Queen Charlotte’s Sound and Cape Pallifer has been
found to be greater by 10" of longirude than it is laid down
in the chart. I mention thele errors, not from a fear that
they will affect either navigation or gebgraphy, but becaufe
I have nodoubt of their exiltence; for, from the multitude
of obfervations which Mr. Wales took, the fituation of few
parts of the world is better afcertained than Quéen Char-
lotte’s Sound. Indeed, I might, with equal truth, fay the
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fame of all the other places where we made any ftay; for
Mr. Wales, whofe abilities are equal to his afliduity, loft no
one oblervation that could poflibly be obtained. Even the
fituation of thofe iflands which we pafled without touching
at them, is, by means of Kendal's watch, determined with
almoft equal accuracy. The error of the watch from Ota-
heite to this place was only 43' 39" % in longitude, reckoning
at the rate it was found to go ar, at that ifland and at Tanna;
but by reckoning at the rate it was going when laft at Queen
Charlotte's Sound, and from the time of our leaving it, to
our return to it again, which was near a-year, the error
was 19' 31", 25 in time, or 4° 52" 48" ; in longitude. This
error cannot be thought great, if we confider the length
of time, and that we had gone over a fpace equal to up-
wards of three-fourths of the equatorial circumference of
the earth, and through all the climates and latitudes from
g° to 71°. Mr. Wales found its rate of going here to be that
of gaining 12", 576, on mean time, per day.

The mean refult of all the obfervations he made for
afcertaining the variation of the compafs and the dip of
the fouth end of the needle, the three {everal times we had
been here, gave 14° 9' + Eaft for the former; and 64° 36" 3
for the latter. He alfo found, from very accurate obferva-
tions, that the time of high-water preceded the moon’s
fouthing, on the full and change days, by three hours; and
that the greateft rife and fall of the water was five feet ten
inches and an half; but there were evident tokens on the
beach, of its having rifen two feet higher than it ever did in
the courfe of his experiments.

A VOY.
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