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) Proceedings after leaving Staten Iland, with an A-

' count of the Difcovery of the Iffe of Georgia, and a
o o :

$ Defcripiion of it.

AVING left the land in the evening of the 3d, as 1778, [

1 before-mentioned, we faw it again next morning, at SIRIBE
e three o’clock, bearing Weft. Wind continued to blow 2
fteady frefh breeze till fix P. M. when it fthifted in a heavy

fquall to 8. W., which came fo fuddenly upon wus, that |

A we had not time to take in the fails, and was the occa-

fion of carrying away a top-gallant maft, a ftudding-fail i

boom, and a fore ftudding-fail, The fquall ended in 2 1}

heavy fhower of rain, but the wind remained at S. W. Our

courfe was S. E, with a view of difcovering that extenfive 4

coaft, laid down by M. Dalrymple in his chart, in which is

the Gulph of St, Sebaftian. I defigned to make the weflern i

point of that Gulph, in order to have all the other parts be- il
fore me. Indeed, I had fome doubt of the exiftence of fuch I
a coalt; and this appeared to me the beft route for clear-
ing it up, and for exploring the fouthern part of this

DCCall.

On the sth, frefh gales, and wet and cloudy weather. At Tyupy -
! noon obferved in 57° ¢/, longitude made from Cape Saint
John, 5° o', Eaft. At{ix o’clock P. M., being in the latitude

———— e —
r——

579 21, and in longitude 57° 45" Wefl, the variation was

21° o8’ Eaft.
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

At eight o’clock in the evening of the 6th, being then 1a
the latitude of 58° ¢’ South, longitude 53° 14’ Weft, we clofe-
reefed our top-fails, and hauled to the North, with a very
ftrong gale at Weft, attended with a thick haze and fleet.
The fituation juft mentioned, is nearly the fame that Mr.
Dalrymple afligns for the S. W. point of the Gulph of St
Sebaftian. But as we faw neither land, nor figns of land, I
was the more doubtful of its exiftence, and was fearful, that
by keeping to the South I might mifs the land faid to be
difcovered by La Roche in 1675, and by the fhip Lion in
1756, which Mr. Dalrymple places in 54° 30 latitude, and
45° of longitude ; but on looking over Danville’s Chart, I
found it laid down 9° or 10° more o the Welt; this dif-
ference of fituation being to me a fign of the uncertainty of
both accounts, determined me to getinto the parallel as foon
as poflible, and was the reafon of my hauling to the North at
this time.

Towards the morning of the 7th, the gale abated, the
weather cleared up, and the wind veered to the W. 5. W.,
where it continued till midnight; after which it veered to
N. W. Being at this rime in the latitude of 56° 4’ 8., longi-
tude 53° 36" Weft, we founded, but found no bottom, with a
line of one hundred and thirty fathoms. I flill kept the
wind on the larboard-tack, having a gentle breeze and
pleafant weather. “On the 8th, at noon, a bed of fea-weed
paffed the fhip. In the afternoon, in the latitude of
55° 4, longitude 51° 45 Weflt, the variation was 20° 4’
Eaft,

On the gth, wind at N. E. attended with thick hazy wea-
ther; faw a feal, and a piece of fea-weed. Ar noon, latitude
I
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

55° 12° 8, longitude §o° 15’ Wefl, the wind and weather
continuing the {ame till towards midnight, when the latter
cleared up, and the former veered to Welt, and blew a
gentle gale. We continued to ply till two o'clock the next
morning, when we bore away Eaft, and at eight, E. N. E.; at
noony obferved in latitude §4° 35’ S5 longitude 47° 56 Weft,
a great many albatroffes and blue peterels about the fthip. I
now fteered Eaft, and the next morning, in the latitude of
54° 38, longitude 45° 10’ Weft, the variation was 19° 25’ Eaft.
In the afternoon faw {everal penguins, and fome pieces of
weed.

Having {pent the night lying to, on the 1ath, at day-
break, we bore away, and fteered Eaft northerly, with a fine
frefh breeze at W. 5. W. ; at noon obferved in latitude ¢4° 28
5., longitude in 42°8' Welt ; that is, near 3° Eaft of the fitua-
tion in which Mr. Dalrymple places the N. E. point of the
Culph of St. Sebaftian ; but we had no other figns of land
than feeing a {cal and a few penguins; on the contrary we
had a {well from E. S. E., which would hardly have been if
any extenfive track of land lay in that direction. In the even-
ing the gale abated, and at midnight it fell calm,

The calm, attended by a thick fog, continued till fix next
morning, when we got a wind at Eaft, but the fog flill pre-
vailed. We ftood to the South till noon, when, being in the
latitude of §5° 7', we tacked and firetched to the North with
a frefh breeze at E. by S. and E. 8. E,, cloudy weather ; faw
feveral penguins and a fnow peterel, which we looked on
to be figns of the vicinity of ice. The air too was much
colder than we had felt it fince we left New Zealand.
In the afternoen, the wind veered to §. E., and in the night
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE-SOUTH POLE,

to 5. 5. E,, and blew frefth; with which we ftood to. the
N. E,

At nine o'clock the next morning we faw an'ifland’of ice,
as we then thought ; but at noon were doubtful whether it
was ice or land. At this time it bore E: 2 8., diftant thirteen
leagues ; our latitude was 53° 56' 1, longitude 39° 24’ Weft ;
feveral penguins, fmall divers, a fnow peterel, and a- vaft
number of blue peterels about. the fhip. We had but little
wind all the morning; and at two P. M. it fell calm. It was
now no longer doubted that it was land, and not ice; which
we had in fight, It was, however, in a manner wholly co-
vered with fnow. We were farther confirmed in our judg-
ment of its being land, by finding foundings at one - hundred

and féventy-five fathoms, a muddy bottom. The land at.

this time, bore E. by S.,about twelve lecagues diftant. At fix
o’clock the calm was.fucceeded by a breeze at N. E., with
which we ftood to S. E. At firft it blew a gentle gale, but af-
terwards increafed fo as to bring us under double-reefed top-
fails; and was artended with {fnow and {leet.

We continued to ftand to the S8, E., till feven in the morn-
ing on the 15th, when the wind. veering to the S.E., we
tacked and flood to the North, A little before we tacked, we
faw the land bearing E. by N. At noon the mercury in the
thermometer was at 35°+. The wind blew in fqualls, at-
tended with fmow and fleet, and we had'a great fea to ¢n-
counter. At a lee-lurch which the thip took; Mr. Wales ob-
ferved her to lie down 42° At half paft four P. M., we took
in the top-fails, got down top gallant yards, wore the {fhip,
and flood to the 8. W., under two courfes. At midnighrt
the ftorm abated, fo that we could carry the top-fails dou-

ble reefed.
7 At
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

At four in the morning of the r6th, we wore and ftood to
the Eaft, with the wind at S. 8. E.,amoderate brecze and fair;
at eight o'clock faw theland extending from E. by N.toN. E.
by N ; loofed a reef out of each top-fail, got top-gallant yards
acrofs, and fet the fails. At noon obferved m latitude 54°
g5+ ; longitude 38° 18’ Weft. In this fituation we had one
hundred and ten fathoms water ; and the land extended from
N. + W. to Eaft, eight leagues diftant. The northern extreme
was the fame that we firft difcovered, and it proved to be an
ifland which obtained the name of Willis’s Ifland, after the
perfon who firft faw it.

At this time we had a great {well from the South, an indi-
cation that no land was near us in that direftion ; neverthe~
lefs the vaft quantity of fnow on that in fight, induced us to
think it was extenfive, and I chofe to begin with exploring
the northern coaft. With this view we bore up for Willis's
I{land, all fails fet, having a fine galeat 5. 5. W. As we ad-
vanced to the North, we perceived another ifle lying Eaft of
Willis's, and between it and the main. Seeing there was a
clear paflage between the two ifles, we fteered for it, and at
five o'clock, being in the middle of it, we found it about two

miles broad.

Willis's Ifle is an high rock of no great extent, near to
which are fome rocky iflots. It is firuated in the latitude of
54° 8., longitude 38° 27’ Well, The other ifle, which ob-
tained the name of Bird lile, on account of the vaft number
that were upon it, is not fo high, but of greater extent, and is
clofe to the N, E. Pointof the main land, which I called Cape

North.
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH ROLE,

Fhe B: E. coall of this land, as far as we faw it; lies in the
direction of 5. 50° Eaft, and N. 50° Weft. It feemed to form
feveral bays or inlets; and we obferved huge mafles. of
{now, or ice, in the bottoms of them, elpecially in one which
lies ten miles to the S. 8. E. of Bird Ie.

After getting through the paffige, we found the North
Coaft trended E. by N., for abour nine miles; and then Eaft
and Eaft foutherly to Cape Buller, which is eleven miles
more. We ranged the coaft, at one league diftance, till near
ten o’clock, when we brought to for the night, and on found-
ing, found fifty fathoms a muddy bottom.

At two o’clock in the morning of the r7th, we made fail in
for the land, with a fine breeze at S. W.; at four, Willis's I{le
bore W. by 8., diftant thirty-two miles ; Cape Buller, to the
Weft of which lic fome rocky iflots, bore S. W. by W.; and
the moft advanced point of land to the Eaft, 5. 63° Eaft. We
now.fteered along fhore, at the diftance of four or five miles,
till feven o'clock, when, feeing the appearance of an inler,
we hauled in for it. As foon as we drew near the fhore,
having hoifled out a boat, I embarked in it, accompanied by
Mr. Forfter and his party, with a view of recomoitring the
bay before we ventured in with the fhip. When we put off
from her, which was about four miles from the fhore, we
had forty fathoms water. I continued to found 25 I went
farther in, but found no bottom with a line of thirty-four fa-
thoms, which was the length of that I had in the boat, and
which alfo proved too fhort to found the bay, {o far as I went
up it ITobferved it to lie in 5. W. by S. abour two leagues, about

two miles broad, well fheltered from all winds ; and Ijudged
there might be good anchorage before fome fandy beaches
awhich are on each fide, and likewife near a low flat ifle, to-
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

wards the hiead of the bay. As I had come to a refolution
not to bring the fhip in, I did not think it worth my while to
go and examine thefe places; for it did not feem probable that
any one would ever be benefited by the difcovery. I landed
in three different places, difplayed our colours, and took pof-
feflion of the country in his Majefty’s name, under a difcharge
of fmall arms.

I judged that the tide rifes about four or five feet, and that
it is high water on the full and change days about eleven
o'clock.

The head of the bay, as well as two places on each fide,
was terminated by perpendicular ice-clifls of confiderable
height. Pieces were continually breaking off, and floating
out to fea; and a great fall happened while we were in
the bay, which made a noife like cannon.

The inner parts of the country were not lefs favage and
horrible. The wild rocks raifed their lofty fummits, till
they were loft in the clouds, and the valleys lay covered
with everlafting fnow. Nor a tree was to be feen, nor a fhrub
even big enough to make a toothpick. The only vegera-
tion we met with, was a coarfe ftrong-bladed grafs growing
in tufrs, wild burnet, and a plant like mofs, which fprung
from the rocks.

Seals, or fea bears, were pretty numerous. They were
fmaller than thofe at Staten Land ; perhaps the moit of thofe
we {aw were females; for the fhores fwarmed with young
cubs. We faw none of that fort which we call lions; but
there were fome of thofe which the writer of Lord Anfon’s
Voyage defcribes under that name; at leaft they appeared

o
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLF,

to us to be of the fame fort; and are, in my opinion, very
improperly called lions; for I could not fee any grounds for
the comparifon. !

‘Here were feveral flocks of penguins, the largeft I ever
faw; fome, which we brought on board, weighed from
twenty-nine to thirty-eight pounds. It appears by Bougain-
ville’s account of the animals of Falkland IHlands, that this
penguin is there; and I think it is very well defcribed by
him under the name of Firft Clafs of Penguinst. The Oceanic
birds were albatroffes, common gulls, and that fort which I
call Port Egmont hens, terns, thags, divers, the new white
bird, and a {mall bird like thofe of the Cape of Good Hope
called yellow birds; which, having fhot two, we found
molt delicious food.

All the land birds we faw confifted of a few fmall larks ;
nor did we meet with any quadrupeds. Mr, Forfter indeed
obferved fome dung, which he judged to come from a fox,
or fome fuch animal. The lands, or rather rocks, border-
ing on the {ea-coaft were not covered with fnow like the in-
land parts ; but all the vegetation we could fee on the clear
places was the grafs above mentioned. The rocks feemed
to contain iron. Having made the above obfervations, we
{et out for the fhip, and got on board a little after twelve
o'clock, with a quantity of feals and penguins, an accept-
able prefent to the crew.

It muft not, however, be underftood that we were in want
of provifions: we had yet plenty of every kind ; and fince we
had been on this coaft, I had ordered, in addition to the com-
mon allowance, wheat to be boiled every morning for break-
faft; but any kind of frefh meat was preferred by moft on
board to falt. For my own part, I was now, for the firft

T See Bougainyille, Englith Tranflation, p. 64.
time,
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AND ROUND THE WORLD:

time, heartily tired of falt meat of every kind; and though
the flefh of the penguins could fearcely vie with bullock’s
liver, its being frefh was-fufficient to -make it go down. 1
called the bay we had been in, Pofleflion Bay. It is fituated
in the latitude of 54° 5’ South, longitude 37° 18" Weft, and
eleven leagues to the Eaflt of Cape North. A few miles to the
Weft of Pofleflion Bay, between it and. Cape Buller, lies the
Bay of Iles; fo named.on account of feveral:fmall ifles lying:

in and before it.

As foon as the Boat was hoifted in, we made fail along the
coalt to the Eaft' with a fine breeze at W. 5. W. From Cape
Buller, the direction of the coaft is S. 72° 30’ Eaft, for the
fpace of eleven or twelve leagues, to a projetting point
which obtained the name of Cape Saunders. Beyond this
Cape, is a pretty large bay, which I named Cumberland®
Bay. In feveral parts in the bottom of ir, as alfo'in fome
others of lefs extent, lying between Cape Saunders and Pof-
{eflion Bay, were vaft tracks of frozen fnow, or ice not yet
broken loofe. At eight o'clock, being juft'paft Cumberland
Bay, and falling little wind, we hauled off the coaft, from
which we were diftant about four miles, and found one
hundred and ten fathoms water.

We had variable light airs and calms till fix o'clock the
next morning, when the wind fixed at North and blew a
gentle breeze ; but it lafted no longer than ten o’clock, when
it fell almoft to a.calm. At noon obferved in latitude 54° 30
South, being then about two or threeleagues from the coaft,
which extended .from N. 50° W. to 5. 13° Weft. The land in
this laft direftion was an ifle, which feemed to be the ex-
tremity of the coaft to the Ealt. The neareft land to us be-
ing a projecting point which terminated in a round hillock,

was,
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

was, on account of the day, named Cape Charlotte. On the
weft fide of Cape Charlotte lies a bay which obtained the
name of Royal Bay, and the weft point of it was named
Cape George. It is the eaft point of Cumberland Bay, and
lies in the direction of 8. E. by E. from Cape Saunders, diftant
feven leagues. Cape George and Cape Charlotte lie in the
direction of 5. 37° E: and N, 37° Wef, diftant fix leagues from
each other. The ifle above mentioned, which was called
Cooper’s Iile, after my Firlt Lieutenant, lies in the dire&ion
of 5. by E., diftant eight leagues from Cape Charlotte. 'The
coaft berween them forms a large bay, to which I gave
the name of Sandwich. The wind being variable all the
afternoon, we advanced but'little; in the night, it fixed at
S, and 8. 5. W., and blew a gentle gale attended with thowers
of (now.

The 19th was wholly fpent in plying, the wind continu-
ing at S. and S. 5. W,, clear pleafant weather, but cold. At
fun-rife, a new land was {een bearing S. E. £ E. It firft ap-
peared in a fingle hill like a fugar-loaf; fome time after,
other detached pieces appeared above the horizon near the
hill. At noon obferved in the latitude 54° 42’ 30" 5., Cape
Charlotte bearing N. 38° Weft, diftant four leagues; and
Cooper’s Ifle S. 31° Weft. In this fituation a lurking rock,
which lies off Sandwich Bay, five miles from the land, bore
W. + North, diftant one mile, and near this rock were fe-
veral breakers. In the afternoon we had a profpeét of
a ridge of mountains, behind Sandwich Bay, whofe lofty
and icy flummits were elevated high above the clouds. The
wind continued at S. 5. W. till fix o'clock, when 1t fell to a
calm. At this time Cape Charlotte bore N. 31° Weft, and
Cooper’s Ilfland W. 5. W. In this fituation we found the va-
riation, by the azimuths, to be 11° 39, and by the ampli-

tude,
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tude, 11° 12’ Faft. At ten o'clock, a light breeze {pringing
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up at North, we fteered to the South till twelve, and then «——0

brought to for the night.

to 5. W. round Cooper’s Ifland. It is a rock of confiderable
height, about five miles in circuit, and one mile from the
main. At this ifle the main coaft takes a 5. W. direction for
the fpace of four or five leagues to a point, which I called
Cape Difappointment, Off that, are three {mall ifles, the
fouthernmoft of which is green, low, and flat, and lies one
league from the Cape.

As we advanced to S. W., land opened, off this point, in
the direction of N. 60° Weft, and nine leagues beyond 1t. It
proved an ifland quite detached from the main, and ob-
tained the name of Pickerfgill Ifland, after my third oflicer.
Soon after, a point of the main, beyond this ifland, came in
fight, in the direction of N. 55° Weft; which exactly united
the coaft at the very point we had feen, and taken the bear-
ing of, the day we firft came1n with it, and proved to a de-
monitration that this land, which we had taken for part of
2 oreat continent, was no more than an ifland of {feventy

e}
leagues in circuit.

Who would have thought that an ifland of no greater ex-

tent than this, fimmated between the latitude of £4° and 55°,

{hould. in the very height of fummer, be, in a manncr,
r fathoms deep, with frozen fnow ; but

The very fides and craggy

ere cafed with fnow and

wholly covered, many
more efpecially the 5. W. coaft?
fummits of the lofty mountains w
ice; but the quantity which lay in the valeys is incredible ;
and at the bottom of the bays, the coalt was terminated by -a

y P o Wil |1
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

wall of ice of confiderable height. It can hardly be doubted
that a great deal of ice is formed here in the winter, which,
in the fpring, is broken off, and difperfed over the fea ; but
this ifland cannot produce the ten-thoufandth part of what
we faw; fo that either there muft be more land, or the ice
is formed without it. Thefe reflexions led me to think that
the land we had feen the preceding day, might belong to
an extenfive track ; and I fill had hopes of difcovering a con-
tinent. I muft confefs the difappointment I now met with,
did not affect me much ; for, to judge of the bulk by the
fample, it would not be worth the difcovery.

I called this land the Ifle of Georgia in honour of his Ma-
jefty. It is ficuated between the latitudes of 53° 57’ and 54°
57 South ; and between 38° 13’ and 35° 34’ Weft longitude.
It extends 5. E. by E. and N. W. by W., and is thirry-one
leagues long in that direction; and its greateft breadth is
about ten leagues. It feems to abound with bays and har-
bours, the N. E. coaft efpecially; bur the vaft quantity of
ice muft render them inacceflible, the greateft part of the
year; or, at leaft, it muft be dangerous lying in them, on
account of the breaking up of the ice cliffs.

It is remarkable that we did not fee a river, or fiream of
frefh water, on the whole coaft. I think it highly probable
that there are no perennial {prings in the country; and that
the interior parts, as being much elevated, never enjoy heat
enough to melt the fnow in fuch quantities as to produce a
river or fiream of water. The coaft alone receives warmth
{uflicient to melt the {fnow, and this only on the N, E. fide;
for the other, befides being expofed to the cold fouth winds,
isin a great degree deprived of the fun’s rays by the uncom-
mon height of the mountains.

2 It




AND ROUND THE WORLD.

It was from a perfuafion that the fea-coaft of a land firu-
ated in the latitude of §4°, could not, in the very height of

249
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fummer, be wholly covered with fnow, that I fuppofed % =

Bouvet’s difcovery to be large iflands of ice. But after] had
{feen this land, I nolonger hefited about the exiftence of
Cape Circumcifion ; nor did I doubt that I fhould find more
land than I fhould have time to explore. With thefe ideas I
quitted this coaft, and directed my courfe to the E. S. E. for
the land we had feen the preceding day.

The wind was very variable till noon, when it fixed at N
N.E,, and blew a gentle gale; but it increafed in fuch a
manner, that, before three o'clock, we were reduced to our
two courfes and obliged to flrike top-gallant yards. We
were very forrunate in getting clear of the land, before this
gale overtook us; it being hard to fay what might have
been the confequence had it come on while we were on the
north coaft. This fltorm was of fhort duration ; for, at eight
o'clock, it began to abate; and at midnight it was little
wind. We then took the opportunity to found, but found
no bottom with a line of an hundred and eighty fathoms.

Next day the florm was fucceeded by a thick fog attended sawrday 21,

with rain; the wind veered to N. W., and at five in. the
morning it fell calm, which continued till eight; and then
we got a breeze foutherly, with which we ftood to the Eaft
till three in the afternoon, The weather then coming
{fomewhat clear, we made {ail and {teered North in fearch of
the land; but, at half paft fix, we were again involved in a
thick mift, which made it neceflary to haul the wind, and
fpend the night making fhort boards.

Ffa We




A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

We had variable light airs next to a calm, and thick foggy
weather, till half paft feven o'clock in the evening of the 22d,
when we got a fine breeze at North, and the weather was
fo elear that we could fee two or three leagues round us.
We feized the opportunity, and fteered to Wefl; judging we
were to the Eaft of the land. After running ten miles to
the Weft, the weather became again foggy, and we hauled
the wind, and {pent the night under top-{ails.

Mondey 23, Next morning at fix o’clock, the fog clearing away fo that
we could fee three or four miles, I' took the opportunity to
fleer again to the Weft, with the wind at Eaft, a frefh breeze;
but two hours after, a thick fog once more obliged us to haul
the wind to the South. At eleven o'clock, a fhort interval
of clear weather gave us view of three ar four rocky iflots
extending from S, E. to E. N. E., two or three miles diftanc ;
but we did not fee the Sugar Loaf Peak before mentioned.
Indeed, two or three miles was the extent of our horizon.

ety e —— T
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We were well affured, that this was the land we had feen
before, which we had now been quite round ; and therefore
it could be no more than a few detached rocks, receptacles
for birds, of which we now faw vaft numbers, efpecially
{hags, who gave us notice of the vicinity of land before we

{faw it. Thefe rockslie in the latitude of 55° 5., and 5., 75° E.,

diftant twelve leagues, from Cooper’s Iile.

The interval of clear weather was of very fhort duration,
before we had as thick a fog as ever, attended with rain, on
which we tacked in fixty fathoms water, and ftood to the
North. Thus we fpent our time involved in a continual
thick mift; and, for aught we knew, furrounded by dan-
gerous rocks. The fhags and foundings were our befl
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

pilots; for after we had ftood a few miles to the North, we
got out of foundings, and faw no more fthags. The fuc-

ceeding day and night, were {pent in making fhort boards ;
and at eight o’clock on the 24th, judging ourfelves not far
from the rocks by fome firaggling fthags which came about
us, we founded in fixty fathoms water, the bottom flones
and broken fhells. Soon after, we faw the rocks bearing
S. 5. W. » W., four miles diftant, but flill we did not fee the
Peak. It was, no doubt, beyond our horizon, which was
lIimited to a thort diftance; and, indeed, we had but a tran-
fient fight of the other rocks, before they were again loft in
the fog.

With a light air of wind at North, and a great fwell from
N. E., we were able to clear the rocks to the Well ; and, at
four in the P. M., judging ourfelves to be three or four
leagues Eaft and Weft of them, I fleered South, being quite
tired with cruizing about them in a thick fog; nor was it
worth my while to fpend any more time in waiting for clear
weather, only for the fake of having a good fight of a few
ftraggling rocks. At {even o’clock, we had, at intervals, a
clear {ky to the Weft, which gave us a fight of the moun-

o
tains of the Ifle of Georgia, bearing W. N. W., about eight
leagues diftant. At eight o’clock we fteered S. E. by ., and
at ten 5. E. by E., with a frefh breeze at North, attended with
a very thick fog; but we were, in fome meafure, acquainted
with the fea over which we were running. The rocks
above mentioned obtained the name of Clerke’s Rocks, after
my fecond oflicer, he being the firft who faw them.
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