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AVOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

On the 24th, Sir Edward Hughes failed with the Salifbury
and Sea-horfe for the Eaft Indies; but I remained refitting
the fhip and refrefthing my people till the 16th of April,
when I failed for England, and on the 14th of July anchored
at Spithead.

COETAT Y. 1%,

Tranfaltions at the Cape of Good Hope 3 with an Account
of Jome Difcoveries made by the French ; and the Ar-
rvival of the Stip at St. Helena.

NOW refume my own Journal, which Captain Fur-
neaux’s interefting Narrative, in the preceding chapter,
had obliged me to fufpend.

The day after my arrival at the Cape of Good Hope, I
went on fhore, and waited on the Governor Baron Pletten-
berg, and other principal officers, who received, and treated
us, with the. greateft politenefs, contributing all in their
power to make it agreeable. And, as there are few people
more obliging to firangers than the Dutch, in general, at
this place, and refrefhments of all kinds are no where to be
got in fuch abundance, we enjoyed fome real repofe; afier
the fatigues of a long voyage.

The good treatment which flrangers meet with at the
Cape of Good Hope, and the neceffity of breathing a
little freth air, has introduced a cuftom, not common any
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

where clfe (at leaft I have nowhere feen it fo firiétly ob-
ferved), which is, for all the officers, who can be {pared out
of the dhips, to refide on fhore. We followed this cuftom.
Myfelf, the two Mr. Forfters, and Mr. Epﬁaﬂnan, took up
our abode with Mr. Brandt; a gentleman well known to the
Epglith by this .obliging readinefs tod{erve them. My firit
care, after my arrival, was to procure frefh baked bread,
frefh meat, greens, and wine, for thofe who remained on
board; and being provided, every day during our {lay, with
thefe articles, they were foon reftored to their ufual flrength,
We had only three men on board whom i1t was thought
neceflary to fend on fhore for the recovery of their health;
and for thefe I procured quarters, at the rate of thirty flivers,

or half a crown, per day, for which they were provided with
victuals, drink, and lodging.

We now went to work to {fupply all our defefts. For
this purpofe, by permiflion, .we ereéted a tent on thore, to
which we fent our cafks and fails to be repaired. We alfo
firuck the yards and topmafts, in erder to overhaul the rig-
ging, which we found in fo bad a copdition, that almoft
every thing, except the ftanding rigging, was obliged to be
replaced with new; and that was purchafed at a moft exor-
bitant price. In the article of naval ftores, the Dutch, here,
as well as at Batavia, take a fhameful advantage of the dif~
trefs of foreigners.

That our rigging, fails, &c. fhould be worn out, will not
be wondered ar, when it is known, that, during this circum-
navigation of the globe, that is,-from our leaving this place
to our return to it again, -we had failed no lefs than twenty
thoufand leagues; an extent of voyage, nearly equal to
three times the equatorial circumference -of the earth, and

Vour, IL Mm which,




A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

which, I apprehend, was never failed by any fhip in the {fame
fpace of time before. And yet, in all this great run, which
had been made in all latitudes berween g2 and 71°, we
{prung neither low-malfts, top-maft, lower nor top-fail yard,
nor fo much as broke a lower or top-maft throud; which,
with the great care and abilities of my officers, muft be
owing to the good properties of our fhip.

One of the French fhips which were at anchor in the bay,
was the Ajax Indiaman, bound to Pondicherry, commanded
by Captain Crozet. He had been fecond in command with
Captain Morion, who failed from this place with two fhips, in
March 1772, as hath been already mentioned. Infltead of
going from hence to America, as was faid, he flood away for
New Zealand; where, in the Bay of Ifles, he and fome of his
people were killed by the inhabitants. Captain Crozet, who
fucceeded to the command, returned, by the way of the Phil-
lipine liles, with the two thips, to the Hland of Mauritius.
He {feemed to be a man pofleffed of the true {pirit of difco-
very, and to have abilities. In a very obliging manner he
communicated to me a chart wherein were delineated not
only his own difcoveries, but alfo that of Captain Kerguelen,
which I found laid down in the very fituation where we
fearched for it; fo that I can, by no means, conceive how
both we and the Adventure mifled it.

Befides this land, which Captain Crozet told us was a long
but very narrow ifland, extending Eaft and Weft, Captain
Morion, in about the latitude of 48° South, and from 16° to
30° of longitude Eaft of the Cape of Good Hope, difcovered
fix iflands which were high and barren.

Thefe, together
with fome iflands lying between the line and the fouthern
tropic in the Pacific Ocean, were the principal difcoveries
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AND ROUND THE WORLD,

made fa this voyage, the account of which, we were told,
was ready for pubi.mdmm

By Ca lﬁt;titi Crozet’s chart it appeared, that a voyage had
been made by the French acrofs the South Pacific Ocean in
1 769, under the command of one Captain Surville; who, on
condition of his attempting difcoveries, had obtained leave
to makea trading voyage to the coaft of Peru. He fitred out,
and took in a cargo, in fome part of the Eaft Indies; pro-
ceeded by way of the Phillipine Ifles; pafled near New Bri-
tain; and difcovered fome land in the latitude of 10° S.,
longitude 1358° Eaft, to which he gave his own name. From
hence he fteered to the South; pafled, but a few degrees,
to the Weft of New Caledonia; fell in with I\-cw Zealand
at its northern extremity, and put into Doubtful Bay,
where, it feems, he was, when I pafled itr, on my former
voyage in the Endeavour. From New Zealand Captain Sur-
ville fteered to the Eaft, between the latitude of 35° and 41°
South, until he arrived on the coaft of America; where, in

the Port of Callao, in attempting to land, he was drowned.

Thefe voyages o.” the French, though undertaken by pri-
vate adventurers, have contributed fomething towards ex-
sloring the St :LthC'IW Ocean. That of Captain Surville clears
up a miftake which I was led into, in imagining the fhoals
off the welt end of New Caledonia, to extend to the Wetft as
far as New Holland. It proves that there 15 an open {ea 531

-,1':~.1Lk, and that we faw the N. W. extremuy of that

3

ym the fame gentleman we learnt, that the fhip which
Otaheite before our firft arrival there this voy-
om New Spain; and hat, in her return, {he had

difcovered
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difcovered fome iflands in the latitude of 327 8., and under
the meridian of 130° W. Some other iflands, faid to be dif=
covered by the Spaniards, appeared on this chart; but Cap-
tain Crozet feemed to think they were inferted from no
good authorities.

We were likewile informed of a later voyage undertaken
by the French, under the ecommand of Captain Kerguelen,
which had ended much to the difgrace of that commander.

While we lay in Table Bay, feveral foreign fhips put in
and out, bound to and from India, viz. Englith, French,
Danes, Swedes, and three Spanifh frigates, two of them
going to, and one coming from Manilla. It is but very
lately that the Spanifh fhips have touched here; and thefe
were the firft that were allowed the {fame privileges as other
European friendly nations.

On examining our rudder, the pintles were found to be
loofe, and we were obliged to unhang it, and take it on
thore to repair. We were alfo delayed for want of caulkers
to caulk the fhip, which was abfolutely neceflary to be done
before we put to fea. At length I obtained two workmen
from one of the Dutch fhips; and the Dution Englifh Eaf
Indiaman, coming in from Bengal, Captain Rice obliged me
with two more; fo that by the 26th of April this work was
finithed ; and having got on board all neceflary flores, and
a freth {upply of provifions and water, we took leave of the

Governor and other principal officers, and the next morning
repaired on board. Soon after, the wind coming fair, we
weighed and put tofea; as did alfo the Spanifh frigate Juno,
from Manilla, a2 Danifh Indiaman, and the Dutton.

As
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As foon as we were under fail, we faluted the garrifon
with thirteen guns; which compliment was immediately
returned with the fame number. The Spanifh frigate and
Danith Indiaman both faluted us as we paffed them, and I
returned cach falute with an equal number of guns. When
we were clear of the bay the Danifh fhip fteered for the Eaft
Indies, the Spanifth frigate for Europe, and we and the Dut-
ton for St. Helena.

Depending on the goodnefs of Mr. Kendall’s watch, T re-
folved to try to make the ifland by a direct courfe. For the
firft fix days, that is till we got into the latitude of 27° 8.,
longitude 111° Weft of the Cape, the winds were foutherly
and 8, E. After this we had variable light airs for two
days; they were fucceeded by a wind at S. E. which conti-
nued to the ifland, except a part of one day, when it was at
N.E. In general the wind blew faint all the paflage, which
made it longer than common.

At day-break in the morning of the 15th of May, we faw
the ifland of St. Helena at the diftance of fourteen leagues ;
and at midnight, anchored in the road before the town, on
the N. W. fide of the ifland. At fun-rife the next morning,
the caftle, and alfo the Dutton, faluted us, each with thirteen
guns ; on my landing, foon after, I was faluted by the caftle

with the fame number ; and each of the falutes was returned
by the fhip.

Covernor Skettowe, and the principal gentlemen of the
ifland, reccived and treated me, during my flay, with the
greatelt politenefs; by fthewing me every kind of civility in
their power.

Whoever
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

Whoever views St. Helena in its prefent ftate, and can but
conceive what it muft have been originally, will not hatily
charge the inhabitants with want of induftry. Though,
perhaps, they might apply it to more advantage, were more
land appropriated to planting of corn, vegerables, roots, &c.
mnilead of being laid out in pafture, which is the prefent
mode. But this is not likely to happen, fo long as the
greateft part of it remains in the hands of the Company and
their {fervants. Without induftrious planters, this ifland can
never flourifh, and be in a condition to fupply the fhipping
with the neceffary refrethments.

Within thefe three years a new church has been buile;
fome other new buildings were in hand; a commodious
landing place for boats has been made; and feveral other
improvements, which add both firength and beauty to the
place.

During our ftay here, we finifhed fome neceffary repairs
of the fhip, which we had not time to do at the Cape. We
alfo filled all our empty water-cafks; and the crew were
ferved with frefh beef, purchafed at five-pence per pound.
Their beef is exceedingly good, and is the only refrefhment
to be had worth mentioning.

By aferies of obfervations made at the Cape Town, and at
James Fort in 5t. Helena, at the former by M eflrs. Mafon and
Dixon, and at the latter by Mr. Mafkelyne, the prefent afiro-
nomer royal, the difference of longitude between thefe two
places is 24° 12’ 15", only two miles more than Mr. Kendall's
watch made, The lunar obfervations made by Mr. Wales,
betore we arrived at the ifland, and after we left it, and re-

duced to it by the watch, gave 5° 51’ for the longitude of
James
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James Fort; which is only five miles more Weft than it is 1775
placed by Mr. Mafkelyne. In like manner the longitude “——
of the Cape Town was found within ;' of the truth. Imen-

tion this to fhew how near the longitude of places may

Tuclday 16.

be found by the lunar method, even at fea, with the afiift-
ance of a good watch.

CrE AP




	Seite 264
	Seite 265
	Seite 266
	Seite 267
	Seite 268
	Seite 269
	Seite 270
	Seite 271

