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A Biographical Dictionary

Containing An Historical Account Of All The Engravers, From The Earliest
Period Of The Art Of Engraving To The Present Time; And A Short List Of
Their Most Esteemed Works. ... To Which Is Prefixed, an Essay On The
Rise And Progress Of The Art Of Engraving, Both On Copper And On
Wood. ...
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HE Art of Engraving was never more encouraged than in the

prefent day, elpecially in England, where almoift every man

of tafte is in fome degree a collector of prints. It is therefore rather

extraordinary, that a work of this kind, which I need not fay is

greatly wanted, fhould have been fo long neglefted; particularly

when we recolle&, that we have not any fatisfatory account of the
Engravers, or their works, in the Eng!ifh tongue.

In France the example has-been fet us by Bafan, who, with the
affiftance of the Notes of M. Mariette, has given us a regular account
of Llp“’:‘trﬁﬁ of a thoufand artafts. Itisa VETY hlgﬁrﬁﬂlm r‘m’ﬁ!‘fi[a-
tion, and, as far as it goes, éxceedingly ufeful. The defcriptions which
he gives of the prints belonging to each artift are very accurate, and
the obfervations which occur, are no {mall proofs of the folidity
of his judgment ; but he has generally omitted to inform us of the
ftyle or manner in which they worked : neither' has he given us the
marks or ‘motrograms, which they often fubitituted inftead of their
names; and thefe omiffions render his work much lefs valuable than
it would otherwife have been, becaufe it affords us but little affiftance
in diftinguifhing the works of one mafter from thofe. of-ancther of

the fame name, or who might ufe the fame mark.

The other foreign publications upon the fubje&, though very mul-
tifarions, are, neverthelefs, exceedingly defective ; few of them fpeak
of the Art of Engraving abftradtedly; and the greater part of them are
little more tharrunfatisfadtory catalogses-of ot mamnes of the artifts,
or lifts of their works, witfout any proper defcription. If Profeffor
Chrift had paid fufficient attention to this particular, his Diftionary
of Monograms would have afforded infinitely more affiftance in dif=
tinguifhing the works of the old mafters, the one from the other ;
though it is confefledly, as it ftands, a very defirable performance.
In Englith, we have Evelyn’s Sculpiura, a fmall book entitled Seaiprura
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Hiftoricp-T echiica, compiled ‘origindlly by the eldéf Faithiorne : and
The Series of Engravers, publifhed at Cambridge : Thefe, excepting
Catalo

ones of particular mafters works, are all the bocks I can recol=
| ]

lett of*any: confequence, in which the artifts are generally. {poken. of
(for Virtue's: Catalogue . .of ; the Engravess,-publithed by-the Hon.
Mzc: Walpole,asconfined to the Englith ichool only) ; and -that tlﬁey
are very defective, a fmall ' degree ‘of: examination will abundantly
prove. I need not {ay. how expenfivesit would be to purchafe all the
publications, which bear any reference to the Artof Engraving ; but I
fear, the information.to be gained, from the far greater .part of them,
would be neither adequate to the coft, nor the ftudy which muft necef-
farily be beftowed upon them. 3

In the profecution. of the prefent svork, I have followed Mr.,
Pilkington’s plan, and arranged the names of the artifts alphabetically,
(1n the manner of a diftionary) rather, than chronologically ; becaufe
by this method they are much more eafily referred to. But I thought
it highly neceffary to add, for the conveniency of the Reader, a Chro-
nological Table of the fame names, with a Lift of - the Difciples of
each. Mafter; which, will, of courfe, be placed at the end of the
fecond volume.

Nearly three thoufand names are included in the ‘parrow limits of
this work ; thelives of the artifts muft, of courfe, be drawn up in as
thort a compafs as poffible; I am well awareof the deynefs of a mere
Di&ionary Hiftory, as alfo of the frequent repetitions which muft ne=
ceflarily occur; and I have endeavoured to compenfate for thefe defeits,
by a diligent attention to truth : at the fame time, whenever I could
meet Witlsdiatorolting anacdoteto enliven the performance, I have
gladly inferted it.  But {o many of the cugravers lived and died in
obfcunity, that little, very little matter of amufement, exclufive of the
arts, can be gathered from the barren foil. Thefe unfavourable cir-
cumftances will not, I hope, be placed to my account, even when it
appears, that Lhave chofen rather to leave the fubjet naked as it is,
than toadorn it in a more pleafing manner, at the expence of veracity.

With
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ter of each artift; T have written

With refpe& to the general chara@
as an Engraver, and endeavoured as clearly as poflible, topoint out the

ftyle in which he worked, and wherein his great excellence confifted 5
and upwards of twenty years experience, may, perhaps, plead a little
1y favour of my judgment. I have conftantly, however; endeavoured
to deliver my {entiments m:the moft imp:lrtLtl manner ;3 and if I am
m any inftance thought to'fpeak 'too highly in favour of the artift,
I hope to claim fomé fmall; thare of ihdulgence, becaufe! I conftantly
{peak as I feel, and never prefume to give my opinion ‘pofitively, with-
out adding the reafons upon which it is grounded.

The pritits contained in the feveral lifts,are either fuch 45 are
moft oenerally efteemed, or fuch as beft illuftrate theteriticims I givc-:
of each mafter’s works. I am too well convinced of the difficulty of
deciding precifely upon the works of a great mafter; or faying
pofitively which is his beft print. 1T freely: own, that looking over
the battles of Alexander, engraved by Girard Audran from Le Brun,
I have conftantly confidered that as beft, which I laft examined. Find-
ing it fo very hard a tafk to form a decifive opinion in my own mind,
I .could not reafonably prefume to diftate to others; efpecially as
I am certain that this book muft fall into the hands of many,
whofc judgment is greatly fuperior to my own.

The work is preceded by an introdu&tory Effay on the Origin and
Progrefs of the Art of Engraving, with copies from the works of the
oldeft and fearceft mafters ; and at the end of each volume are given
two tables, the firft containing the initial letters ufed by the artifts
mentioned in it; and the other, an explanation of the monograms,
cyphers, and other marks, swith which-eheyoccalionally diftinguifhed
their engravings.

The Reader, by barely looking over the outlines of this work, will
readily conceive the great labour and difficulty which muit attend the
profecution of it, and on this account, I hope for indulgence. Many
errors muft neceflarily have efcaped my notice, not a few of them
arifing from the obfcurity of a great- number of the artifts, and the
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confufion their works are fubje@ to, from the want of proper diftince
tion; feveral of them ufing precifely the fame mark, and copying from
each others engravings. Many omiffions doubtlefs will be found; butto
compenfate in fome meafure for them, it muft be remembered, that
I have made an addition of nearly two-thoufand-names, to the Cata=
logue of Bafan; and, I hope, at leaft, that the name of no artift of
any great confequence will be found wanting in the work. To the
eandour of the Public I now {ubmit it, and doubt not but that the
judgment I {hall receive, will be given without partiality.

CHARLTON STREET,
AUGUST 1, 1785,
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