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Chapter II. The Antiquity of the Art of Engraving, and by whom it appears
to have been first practised.
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ON THE - ORIGCIN -AND PROGRESE OF EXNGRAVING. Y

part of the art deferves every poffible encomium; —Upon this principle; a perfon, fond
of a powerful cffelt, would throw afide the works of Henry Goltzius; becaufe they are
not .-_-r]u:l", in that J'I;j—p-:"-."_f, to thole of Bembrandt Gerretz, dilreparding, at the fame
yime, the fuperior excellence, and, correfinels of drawing, which they poflefs, and the
altonifhing freedom of execution with the graver, by none out-daone, if ever equalled
by any.
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The Antiguity of the Art of Engraving, and by whom it appears to have been firfd praciifid,

rhted. or improved,

naturally intereft our affections. Ne feel, as it werg;, an o £ ition incumbent
on.-us, and are folicitous of tracing out the: man, to whem we ftand indebted . for
the gratification we have received. And it appears to be a tribute juftly due to him,
to refcue, if poffible, his name from - oblivion, and place the laurel he deferves upon his
brow. 1fwe fail in this, the art itfelf hecomes the object of our refearches, We
wifh to know, at what period it was invented, and where it originated. I it fhould
be faid, this knewledge does not contribute to the improvement of the art, or -add
to the merit of its author, yet the defire of attining it proves, at leaft, the decided
pa take in their favour, and is a convincing argument, that our hearts are {ufficiently
warmed v £ atitude to repay the obligation wWe conceive ourfelves to lie under, if it
Were In our power.

But refearches of this kind, efpecially with refpeét to an art, which has gone through
fo many changes as that of engraving, and may be divided into fo many different
branches, are by np means to be neglefted ; for they may not only be pleafing to thofe,
who intereft themfelves in its caufe ; but by fhewing thie r of modes,. which
have heen practifed, in its gradual wcement from its infancy to its prefent maturity,
may. be ufefully confidered by the artifts themfelves, and prove perhaps produdtive of
improvements hereafter, which at prefent are not thought of.

“There is no art, that of mufic excepted, which can pofitively claim a priority to that of
engraving 5 and though its inventor cannot be difcovered, there is lictle doubt of its ex-
iftence long before the flood.  Tubal Cain, the fon of Lamech, according to Mofes, was
the firft artific It is faid of him, in the m'jgim], that he was,

cer in met
s
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The whetter or barpner of all inflruments of copper and of srom.  And thefe words _imply
great {kill in metallurgy ; for the working of iron, angd fetting an edge upon copper, o
2 to make inftruments fit for ufe, are proofs, that Tubal Cain was no {mall proficient in
‘that art. To what degree of perfection he carried the mechanical part of his profeflion,
cannot be difcovered; but we may reafonably fuppole, his performances: were rude, and
fimple in their forms, and that he confulted ufe, rather than elegance or beauty s and pro-
bably had no Jeifure to ornament them with unneceffary decorations. But as his delcendants
increafed, and the number of workmen was multiplied, new inventions were naturally
brought forward, and comparative merit; Jof confequence, would enhance the value of
one man’s performances, in preference to thole of ancther.. Hence neatnefs, and eyven
elegance, progreflively became neceffary; and the love of finery, fo generally prevalent in
the human mind, eafily led men to prefer thofe works, which were meft handfomely. de
corated. ‘The ornamental parts of drefs, as clafps, buckles, rings and diadems ; alfo cups,
and other houfehold furniture, together with the arms of military chieftains, were probably
enriched with the firft fpecimens of engraving. Thele, in the remoteft periods, appear o
have been ornamented in this ftyle, even among the maoft barbarous nations: rude por-
traitures are mentioned, as carved and engraved upon the fhields, and other accoutrements
of war.
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8 ON THE ORIGIN AND PROCRESS OF ENGRAVING.

The immediate defcendants of Tubal Cairr may lay a claim to the invention of the
art of engraving, which appears to me to be well founded, and certainly prior to any
exhibited in profane hiftory, unlefs the Greeian Valean really was, as fome have thought,
no other perfon than Tubal Cain, diftinguifhed by another name. To what length the
exercife of this art was carried by our Antediluvian progenitors, is totally unknown. Soon
after the flood, if ancient records are to be credited, it had, as well as feulpture, made & con-
fiderable progrefs. I fhall however pals over the works of the old Greek and Roman
writers, concerning the hiftory of thefe early periods ; for the fadks, as related by them,
are not only exceedingly deubtful in themielves ;+ but COonvey no certain lr:LcIIigcnce.

Terah, the father of Abraham, lived in the days of Nimrod, and he is faid to have
been the firlt man after the flood, who fabricated carved images ;s and the carving
of that remote @ra, in many inftances bore a great refemblance to engraving, and
frequently is not diftinguifhed from it. Thefe peflibly might be the very images, which
Rachel afterwards ftole from her father Laban, and are called orgn Teraphim by
the facred hiftorian ; and by Laban himfelf diftinguifhed by the name of Gods ; for he

fays to Jacob,
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Wiy baft thew flolen dway my Gods? And thele are fuppofed ta have been perfonal
reprefentations of the Deity.

Moafes, when he fpeaks particularly concerning the art of engraving, does not mention it
by any means as a new invention, but feems to confider it a5 too well underftood amon
the Hraelites, to need any previous defcription.  For though Bezaleel and Ahaliab are the
firft- names, mentioned profeffedly as engravers, and by way of commendation of their
excellence, it is faid, that Gad filled them with wifdons of beart to wwork ail manner of wwark
of the empraver, ©c. Yet this does not by any means apply the invention of the art to
either of them; for indeed, prior to the commencement of the workmanthip for the
tabernacle, it is faid of Aaron, that he fathioned the calf he had made wizh the Eraving
tos/. It is highly probable, that this art, among a variety of others, as, cifting of
metals, forming of images, carving in wood and ftone, working embroidery, &ec.
was learned by the liraelites in Egypt. The Egyptians were certainly famous at that
time for their knowledge ; for which reafon St Stephen, fpeaking in praife of Mofes,
lays, bewas fearned in all the ‘.vfﬁf:l:f: ef the Eeyptians,

There are feveral words, uled by the facred hiftorian to exprefs the works of the engri-
ver 3 among which the following ‘are more particularty applicable to my purpofe. The
firft occurs, Exodus oo, verfe 9. ANe fignifics to make an operting OF freifon 3 and hence
comes the noun nno with its plural pimng engravings ; -in the Septuagint it is rendered
by wediic——In the rith verfe of the fime chapter we have alfo, w=n the name of the
engraver; one of the original fenfes of the root is s {.L-ng& up; o that he is called the
plewgher ; and frequently the word 138 @ ffone, is added for diftin&tion, and both together
may be properly trandlated the plongber or eugraver in Jfone. No word can exprefs more per-
fecty the operations of the ENQraver on copper or other metals in the prefent day, when
performed fimply with the graver, (which is ofall modes the moft ancient,) than the verh
to plughs though it is true, the word panis principally applied to the mechanic in
general, but hrs way of working 15 ufually diftingmihed.  To thefe we oy add,
1‘51'-'-" which occurs in the &th cHapter of the firlt book of Kings, and' is ufed'to exprefs the
belloweing aut of the conved work upon toe cherubim, palm trees, and open flowering in the
fanftuary, which were afterwards filled up with gold. This word in the Latin ulgate
is rendered fealpfit; by others celavit : and by Tunius frcidit.

The tablis which God delivered to Mofes are faid, Exodus i, 16. to be the word
of God, and the writing was ibe writing of God nyn engraved wupon the tables, 1In the
Chaldee and Syriac verfions the word is'uled in the fame fenfe. The Seventy render jt
xiwsdzppem, engraved 3 and the Latin Vulpate ﬁ;..ﬁnm; and 8t. Paul, 11 Cor. ii.
sriromwpnny engraved, “Both mnp and pbp are exprefled in the Syriac verfion by the
words Rby or by from whence evidently the Greek word wuegu. I fhall only add
the following remarkable palfage from the book of Job, ch. xix. ver. 23, 24. which
Mr. Evelyn fays, comprehends and alludes te all the forts of ancient writing and
engraving, both plates, ftone, and ftyle..
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