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ag N "THE ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF ENGRAVING.

the depth of the engraving, But from the application of the word SteweT in feverd
inftances, there is great reafon to believe, that it was alfo given to a ftamp or brand,
In this fenfe it feems particularly to be ufed by 8t. John, in the Apocalyple, where he
{peaks of fealing the foreheads of the eled, as intimating thereby, that fome peculiar
mark was fet upon them, as we find it was upon the worthippers of the heatt,

‘I'hat ftamps or brands,every way proper for the purpofe of marking fuch things as required
diftinétion, were actually in being at that time, is pofitively certain ; and I have given
the reprefentation of fix of them upon the fifth plate in this volume, The originals are
in the Britifh Mufeum ; and were, with many others, brought from Italy by Sir William
Hamilton. They were found in the ruins of Herculaneum ard Pompeii ; and fome of
them bear the marks of great antiquity. I have given two reprefentations of thofe
marked, I. I, IV. V.and VI. The laft of thele ftamps, the handle of which is broken,
differs from =ll the reft. The letters, and the ornamental line of the edge, are hollowed
from the furface ; and the impreflion it makes upon the paper is directly contrary to
that . of any one of the others; the letters being white, and the ground black, I
have given the impreffion of No. I. marked A. and of No. VI. marked B. at the top
of the plate. The original tamps are of the fame fize with the reprefentations upon the
plate ; and are hollowed out from- the furfice of the letters and orpamentsy aneighth of
an inch, and fometimes more. No, 1. is a rude attempt at the form of a fith, N,
I11. is in the form of a fhield; and No. V1. is in the form of the bottom of a fandal,
‘[he letters are reverfed upon the ftamp, of courfe, that they might appear the right
wav in the ilT1p:|_'ﬂi:u:..-i, a5 rL'pl'-::rl.'lltL'J A, B. at the top of the r1|; e, The Greek word
HAN®IAL is very legible upon No. I, The other infcriptions, except that of No. V. are
not fo eafily decyphered. The impreflions from No. V. were, I apprehend, confidered
as an amulet, or charm, to fecure the wearers of it from certain difeafes, or dangers,
o which they were expofed. The infcription is evidently FELICIS AMVLLI
GEMELZAE. " There is a variety of forms amonp the other ftamps at the Mufeum ;
particularly one of a /g, with the word ASPER upon it. Another in the form of a
beart, with this infeription, BASILEI SEXIS TERT. Another as a tablet, in the
middle of which is a reprefentation, nearly obliterated, of an animal, inferibed LEONTI
VINCAS, Another fmall one, in the fhape of a tablet, on which is inferibed
C + PVB + IANVARI. Some have inferiptions at full length; others again have
only monograms, as No. II. They have all the appearance of being firft caft, and
afterwards repaired with the chifel, They are made of a kind of mixed metal, refem-
bling brafs,

Whatever may have been the purpofe, to which thefe curious relics of antiguity
were applied,. we cannot but wonder, that, having fo nearly, nay, we may fay, mﬁuaﬂ}-
difcovered the art of printing, in a fmall degree, they did not gradually appropriate it tp
more extenlive purpoles ; efpecially as we fee they had, inone inftance, No, V, produced
three lines following each other.

EH AP V.
A fhort Ejfay upin the Art of Engraving on Waod.

T is generally allowed by the beft authors upon the fubjedt of printing, that priorto

the invention of moveable types, there were books, conlifting of rude delineations cut
on waod, with fhort explanations of the fubjeéts, contrived for the convenience of
thofe, who could not afford to purchafe manufeript copies of the Old and New Tefta-
ment, from whence thefe fhort mementos were chiefly taken. Of this fpecies are the
books entitled, Hifferia Sancti Yobannis Evangelifize, gufque Vifiones Apocalypticae, or, the
Hiflory of St. Fohn the Evangelift, and bis Apacalyptical Fifions 3 and Hifforie Feteris ¢t
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14 ON THE ORIGIN AND PROGCRESS OF ENGRAVING,

of cards, - they alfo produced fubjels of a more devout nature. « We find,” fays
Baron Heineken, “in the library of Wolfenbuttel, a varicty of prints, reprefenting
“ different fubjells, taken from holy writ, and devotional compoditions, with the ex-
“ |J|ﬂ:1:1t'.1."}' text facing the ﬁgu:’t{; the whole engraved on woeod. | Thefe prints are
* precifely of the fize with our playing cards; that is, alittle above three inches hich,

by two inches and a quarter in width. There are alfo in the fime library; five prints,
tat the end of a book entitled, Ars Moriends, reprefenting different figures of angels,
“devils, dying perfons, and faints. They are of the fame fize with the playing ‘cards 3
“and each print is marked with a letter of the alphabet.” He adds further, * that they
o ved the fame fort of images upon a I fcale ; and that, in 2 convent at
= i Newr :'l'L:n‘::niIJl!_r_'_'ll, he faw a i'.r'inf. rl.;E'll'-.'|-».' £ _. ! ber, car yiHg b
A over the fra, 1 acing the faint is reprefented the fig of a_hermir, hold-

“top of a mountain, with a bag ac his back. ‘This print,” continues my author, *is
of a folio fize, engraved on ‘-*.:r:-r}:i, and illuminated in the fame manner as the playing
‘ cards are done. . At the hottom is this infeription, @riffeferi faciam, die qua-
“runque tuerig,  Iila nempe die morte mala non morvicris,  Wllelimo
e ecec® xx® tereioy - This prine proves it leaft, that the images of faings, with letters,
*“ were engraved on wood, as early as the year 1423, It is pafted upon the infide of
* the cover of an old book, probably by fome religious perfon of the convent, in order
*'to preferve it.”

The fame author informs us, that in g onvents, monafteries, and other
religious houfes, he frequently found fpecimens of this kind, pafted into hooks of the
filteenth century ; “which,” fays he, * confirmed me in my opinion, that the firft expe-
“ riments of engraving on wood, after thofe of the playing cards, were the images of
“ faints, and devotional {ubjeéts ; which, being difperfed among the laity, were loft by
“degrees ; ‘und thofe which were preferved, were fuch only, as the monks and other ec-
“ clefiaftics pafted into the early printed hooks, which ornamented their libraries?®

‘T'hefe images of fints, and other devotional fubjects, being firft produced, fets of
fubjedts with the letters of the alphabet followed; and thefe were taken from the bible,
or legendary hiftories, which in former times were confidered of almoft equal confe-
quence with the bible, and the prints were conftantly accompanied by inferiptions,
either for inftruétions, or the exciting of devotion, in the manner of the Apocalypfe,

and the Poor Man's Bible, &c.

The next dated work of this kind iz the Chiromancy of Dr. Hartlich, confifting of
twelve leaves, printed on both fides, the firft and Iaft pages only, which ‘are blank,
forming three divifions, marked at the bottom g. fa. ¢, €ach divifion confifting of eight
PRECS 5 1o which may be added two leaves more, the one for the li'.]l_', and the other

for the conclufion, both of them inferibed Die Wunlf Cpromantia, upon the top

b '“"tf up his lanthorn to give them light; and behind him a peafant, climbing to the

:

3
of an ornamented fquare border. At the beginning of this curious book, which is in
fmall folio, is a large vignette, reprefenting Dr. Hardich kneeling, and prefenting it
to the Princefs Anne, who is feated upon her throne; and the names of thefe two
perfonages are engraved at the bottom of their portraits. The prints in this book are
exceedingly rude ; but have not, as far as one can judge from the copy of one of them,
{ iplette d'effampes, the appearance of being fo
ancient, as thofein the Apoca ple, orthe Poor Man's Bible. This curious compilation
is dated 1448 5 and the name of Jgrg Sehapft in Auglpurg, the artift, who is fup-
poled to have performed the engravings, appears upon the fourth page.

I had intended to examine the claim, which the Dutch have laid to the invention of
this fpecies of engraving ; but, on confideration, I find it is entirely ufelefs, on the pre-
fent occafion, to enter into that controverfy; and particularly, as the matter has been
fo fully treated by Baron Heineken, in the book above-mentioned; and alfo in 2 Jate
publication, by an author of our own country. In thefe works all the evidences, which

are
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are given by the Dutch in fuppart of Laurence Cofter, are carefully e
ftrongly refuted by the Baron, as the; by the Eng
;.']':_:I.:I-'l‘.t:!l]lS of the former are, in my opinion, much more |
Jacter.

After the invention of moveable ty

<, the firicfmalers continued to vend their pub-

lications for a confid when the engravi on wood were annexed to
the books, printed with the m e types, they were ¢ adually difcontinu Howr-
ever, the art of en ing itfelf continued in an improving itate; and 1o
concliifion of the ury, there were feveral artifts of great 1 1, who
{eem to hzave been principa mn;ilc-],-ml by the printers to ornament their publications,

In 1403, appeared at Nur mberg, the folio (::hi'f"?'l'-‘-'ic by Sfli‘_—'ﬁlﬂ'éa “F!I“'--'T'”-'”i'-'li with a
Jarge number of engravings on wood, greatly fuperior to any thing, which had appeared
before that time. They were cxecuted by William Pleydenwurft and Michael Walge-
mut. The latter of thefe artifts was the tutor of Albert Durer, whofe admirable per-
formanees, in this ftyle of engraving, are juftly held in the higheft efteem. From the
vime of Albert Dirers-it became cuftomary for almoit every one of the Germanen-
r, to engrave on wood alfoj and the works of many of them were
han on copper ; for example, thole of Albert Aledorfer; Hifbel Pen,

ds the

Travers on c

better on we
Virgil Solis, &c.
iy excellent engraving:
more extraordinary than the dance of Death, by
which, for the frecdom and delicacy of execution, has h y equalled, but never
I'lsr[m!li:d, by any artift ancicnt or modern. Italy; France, z Haolland, have pro-
duced many capital artifts of this kind, whofe names may be found in the body of the
work, and, of courfe, need not be repeated here. But, for boldnefs and fpirit, we muft
(ee the prints of Chriftopher Jegher, who worked under the direftion of Rubens, and
was, without doubt, affifted by that great artift. Among the moderns, Papillon may
certainly be confidered as an excellent artift. He publifhed at Paris two.yolumes,. and in
them he gives a full explanation of the manner in which the engravings on wood of
every fpecies are performed, with a hiftory of the art itfelf, deduced from the earlieft
zera of its appearance to his own time, together with an account of all the artifts, and
their works. And thefe -volumes are replete with his performances,: which do him
reat honour.
Before I quit the prelent ﬁubj,t:&, it 18 r:cccl"r*q; that I fhould give fome {hort account

1other branch of this art, namel raving on wood, which is diftin-
guifhed by the appel .- with refpect to the invention of
it, which is elaimed by the Ge ians. T helatter aflert, that, foon
after the commencement of ! a man of great in-
repuity, difcovered a mode of imitat drawings by the means of different blocks
wood. ‘The Germans, on the o hand, produce feveral engravings by Mair,
ich are dated 1450, and one |.'|:n,' Luecas Cranach, dated 1 500, W ch are glri:JT to the
ed ]\-r- the ]_L.l]]i][TE F-C"'I' the i_:]"':_':'!t:.l'.:: 1‘3-:,' |,:4,I. f__ i:1i. This Cil"..'lllT'lﬂZl!'lL‘(', even
if we fhould !1:-|1|~,;}|E'.g_-‘ that the prints by Mair are the firlk attempts in this {tyle of en-
graving, is {ufficient to prove the pricrity of the exercife of it in Germany. Baron
Heineken is of opinion that the works of John Ulric are {till more ancient than thofe by
Mair; but I think the ap ance of the prints themfelves, which are admirable {peci-
mens of the art; do not by ans juﬁi%'_-,' the aflertion.

There is, however, a o .rence between the chiaro-feuro’s of the old Ger-
n mafters, and thefe of the Ital Mair and Cr h engraved the outlines and,
p thadows upon the copper.  The impreflion taken in this ftate was tinted over, by
the m rood,” with thofe parts hollowed out, which were d-:;l_:gn{';i
to upon the print. On-the contrary, the mode of engraving,
adopted by U ta cut the outlines on one block of wood 3. the dagk fha-
dows upon a fecond ; and the light fhadows or half tint upon a third,  The fioft being

£ im |~.-';_"l-‘:-;:-l
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