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Origin and Progrefs of AmericaNn NaTrons,

Aving na authentic materials for a natural hiftory of all
the -Americans, the following obfervations fhall be con-
fined to a few tribes, the beft known; and to the kingdoms
of Peru and Mexico, as they were at the date of the Spanifh con-
queft.

As there appears no paflage by land to America from the old
world, no problem has more embarrafled the learned, than to give
an account from whence the Americans fprung : there are as many
different opinions, as there are writers. Many attempts have been
made for difcovering a paflfage by land; but hitherto in vain,
Kamfikatka, it is true, is divided from America by a narrow
{trait, full of illands : and M. Buffon, to render the paflage ftill
more eafy than by fea, conjectures, that thereabout there may
formerly have been a land-paflage, tho’ now wafh’'d away by vio-
lence of the ocean. There is indeed great appearance of truth in
this conjelture; as all the quadrupeds of the north of Afia feem
to have made their way to America; the bear, for example, the
roe, the deer, the rain-deer, the beaver, the wolf, the fox, the
hare, the rat, the mole. He admits, that in America there is not
to be feen a lion, a tiger, a panther, or any other Afiatic qua-
druped of a hot climate : not, fays he, for want of a land-paf-
fagc 3
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{fage ; but becaule the cold climate of Tartary, in which fuch a-
nimals cannot fubfift, is an effetual bar againft them *.

But in my apprehenfion, much more is required to give fatif~
faction upon this {ubject, than a paflage from Kamfkatka to A-
merica, whether by land or fea. An enquiry much more decifive
is totally overlooked, relative to the people on the two fides of
the ftreight; particularly, whether they {peak the fame language.
Now by late accounts from Ruflia we are informed, that there is
no affinity between the Kamikatkan tongue, and that of the A-
mericans on the oppofite fide of the ftreight. Whence we may con-
clude, with great certainty, that the latter are not a colony of the
former.

But I go farther. There are feveral cogent arguments to evince,

that the Americans are not defcended from any people in the

north of Afia or in the north of Europe. Were they deftended
from either, Labrador, or the adjacent countries, muit have been
firlt peopled. And as favages are remarkably fond of their natal
foil, they would have continued there, till by over-population
they fhould have been compelled to {pread wider for food. But
the fact is dire@ly contrary. When America was difcovered by
the Spaniards, Mexico and Peru were fully peopled ; and the o-
ther parts lefs and lefs, in proportion to their diftance from thefe
central countries, Fabry reports, that one may travel one or two
hundred leagues north-weft from the Miflifippi, without feeing
a human fiace, or any veftige of a houfe. And fome French offi-

* Our anthor, with fingular candor, admits it as a: firong objedtion to his theo-
ry, that there are no rain-deer in Afia, PBut it is doing no more but juftice to {o
fair a reafoner, to obferve, that according to the lateit accounts, there are plenty
of rain-deer in the country of Kamfkatka, which of all is the neareft to Amie-

tica,

CErS
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cers fay, that they travelled more than a hundred leagues from the
dilicious country watered by the Ohio, through Louifiana, without
meeting a fingle family of favages. Labrador is very thin of in-
habitants ; no people having been difcovered in it, but the F-
{quimaux, a very {mall tribe. And as that tribe has plenty of
food at home, there is no appearance, that they ever fent a colo-
ny to any other part of America. The civilization of the Mexi-
cans and Peruvians, as well as their populoufnefs, make it ex-
tremely probable that they were the firft inhabitants of America,
In travelling northward, the people are more and more ignorant
and favage : the Efquimaux, the moft northern of all, are the
moft favage, In travelling fouthward, the Patagonians, the moft
fouthern of all, are fo ftupid as to go naked in a bitter cold re-
gion.

-Iventure ftill farther ; which is, to conjefture, that America
has not been peopled from any part of the old world. The ex-~
ternal appearance of the inhabitants, makes this conjeure ap-
proach to a certainty ; as that appearance differs widely from the
appearance of any other known people. FExcepting the eye-lathes,
eye-brows, and hair of the head, which is invariably jet black,
there is not a fingle hair on the body of any American: not the
leaft appearance of a beard. Another diftinguifhing mark is their
copper-colour, uniformly the fame in all climates, hot and cold;
and differing from the colour of all other nations. Ulloa remarks,
that the Americans of Cape Breton, refemble the Peruvians in com-
plexion, in manners, and in cuftoms ; the only vifible difference be-
ing, that the former are of a larger ftature, A third circumftance
no lefs diftingunifhing is, that American children are born with
down upon the fkin, which difappears the eighth or ninth day,
and never grows again, Children of the old world are born with
fkiins fmooth and polifhed, and no down appears till puberty.

That the original inhabitants of America are a race diftiné& from

all
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all others, I once thought demonftrable from fome reports con-
cerning the Efquimaux. The author of the hiftory of New France
and feveral other writers report, that the Efquimaux are bold,
mifchievous, fufpicious, and untamable; that it is not even fafe
to converfe with them burt at a diftance ; that no EFuropean fkin
is whiter ; and that they are bearded up to the eyes. Suppoling
thefe facts to be true, had I not reafon to believe, that the Efqui-
maux muft have {prung from fome nation in the north of Europe
or Afia, tho’ I could not pretend to fay, whether the tran{fmigra-
tion was by land or fea? From the fame faéts, however, 1 was
forc’d to conclude, that the reft of the Americans could not have
had the fame origin ; for if the Canadians or any other American
nation were of Afiatic or European extraction, they muft, like the
Efquimaux, have had a beard and white fkin to this day. But
one cannot be too cautious in giving faith to odd or fingular faéts,
reported of diftant nations. 1t is difcovered by later accounts
more worthy of credit, that the foregoing defcription of the E-
{quimaux is falfe in every particular. Of all the northern nations,
not excepting the Laplanders, the Efquimaux are of the fmallelt
fize, few of them exceeding four feet in height, They have heads
extremely grofs, feet and hands very fmall. That they are nci-
ther cruel nor {ufpicious, appears from what Ellis {ays in his ac-
count of a voyage anno 1747, for difcovering a north-welt paflage,
that they offered their wives to the Englith failors, with exprel-
fions of fatisfaction for being able to accommodate them. But
what is the molt to the prefent purpofe ; they are of a copper co-
lour, like the other Americans, only a degree lighter, occafioned
probably by the intenfe cold of their climate; and they are alio
altogether deflitute of a beard. It is common indeed among them,
to bring forward the hair of the head upon the face, for preferving
it from flies, which rage in that country during fummer; an ap-

Yor:olL K pearance
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pearance that probably has been miftaken by travellers for a
beard.

[t has been lately difcovered, thatthe language of the Efquimaux
15 the fame with that of the Greenlanders. A Danifh miflionary,
who by fome years refidence in Greenland had acquired the lan-
guage of that country, made a voyage with Commodore Pallifer to
Newfoundland ann. 1764. Meeting a company of about two hun-
dred Efjuimaux, he was agreeably furprifed to hear the Greenland
tongue. They received him kindly, and drew from him a pro-
mife to return the next year. And we are informed by Crantz,
in his hiftory of Greenland, that the fime Danifh miflionary vi-
fited them the very next year, in company with the Rev. Mr Dra-
chart. They agreed, that the difference between the Elfquimaunx
language and that of Greenland was not greater than between the
dialects of North and South Greenland, which differ not fo much
as the High and Low Dutch. Both nations call themfelves Junuir
or Karalit, and call the Europeans Kablunet. Their ftature, fea-
tures, manners, drefs, tents, darts, and boats, are entirely the
fame. As the language of Greenland refembles not thelanguage of
Finland, Lapland, Norway, Tartary, nor that of the Samoides, it
15 evident, that neither the Efquimaux nor Greenlanders are a co-
lony from any of the countries mentioned. Geographers begin
now to conjecture, that Greenland is a part of the continent of
North America, without intervention of any fea *, One thing is
certain, that the Greenlanders refemble the North-Americans in
every particular: they are of a copper colour, and have no beard 3
they are of a fmall fize, like the Efquimaux, and have the fime

* The Danes had a fettlement in Greenland long before Columbus fiw the
Welt Indies. 'Would it not appear paradoxical to fay, that America was difcover-
¢d by the Danes long before the time of Columbus, and long before they knew that
they had made the difcovery ?

language.
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language. And thus I am obliged to abandon my favourite ar- s
oument, for proving the Americans, the Efquimaux excepted, to
be indigenous, and not indebted to the old world for their exift- It
ence. At the fame time, the other arguments urged above re- .
main entire ; and from what is now faid a circumftance occurs,
that fortifies greatly the chief of them. People, who with a bold
face furmount all difficulties rather than give up a favourite opi-
nion, make light of the copper colour and want of beard, willing
to attribute all to the climate. We want data, I acknowledge, to
determine with accuracy what effects can be produced by a cli-
mate. But luckily we have no occafion at prefent to determine
that difficult point. It is fufficient that the climate of Labrador il
is much the fame with that of the northern parts of Europe |

and Afia. From that circumftance 1 conclude with certainty, that gl s
the copper colour and want of beard in the Efquimaux cannot be BT
the refult of climate. And if fo, what foundation can there be R L

for making thefe circumftances depend on the climate in any o- .
ther part of America? Truly none at all. Iadd, that as the |
copper colour and want of beard continue invariably the fame in
every variety of climate, hot and cold, moift and dry, they muft
depend on fome invariable caufe acting uniformly; which may be ; J
a fingularity in the race of people (), but cannot proceed from ':
the climate. [l r'
If we can rely on the conjectures of an eminent writer (5), A- il
merica emerged from the fea later than any other part of the
known world : and fuppofing the human race to have been plant-
ed in America by the hand of God later than the days of Mofes, -
Adam and Eve might have been the firft parents of mankind, 7. e | {
of all who at that time exifted, without being the firlt parents of i

S —

the Americans.

{a) Book 1. fketch 1,
(3) M. Buffon,
K = The o
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The Terra Aufiralis incognita is feparated from the reft of the
world by a wide ocean, which carries a fhip round the earth with=
out interruption. How has that continent been peopled ? There
is not the flighteft probability, that it ever has been joined to any
other land. Here a local creation, if it may be termed fo, ap-
pears unavoidable ; and if we muft admit more than one aé of
creation, even the appearance of difliculty, from reiteration of
adls, totally vanifheth. M. Buffon, in his natural hiftory, bears
teltimony, that not a fingle American quadruped of a hot climate
15 found in any other part of the earth : with refpe& to thefe we
muft unavoidably admit a local creation; and nothing feems more
natural, than under the fame act to comprehend the firflt parents
of the American people.

It is poflible, indeed, that a fhip with men and women may,
by contrary winds, be carried to a very diftant fhore. But to ac-
count thus for the peopling of America, will not be much re-
lifhed : Mexico and Peru muft have been planted before navi-
gation was known in the old world, at leaft before a fhip was
brought to fuch perfection as to bear a long courfe of bad wea-
ther. Will it be thought, that any fuppofition ought to be em-
braced, however improbable, rather than admit a f{eparate crea-
tion? We are, it is true, much in the dark as to the conduét
of creative providence ; but every rational conjecture leans to a fe-
parate creation. America and the Zerra Auflralis muft have been
planted by the Almighty with a number of animals and vege-
tables, fome of them peculiar to thofe vaft continents : and when
fuch care has been taken about inferior life, can fo wild a thought
be admitted, as that man, the nobleft work of terreftrial creation,
would be left to chance? But it is {fcarce neceflary to infift upon
this topic; as the external characters of the Americans above men~
tioned reje¢t the fuppofition of their being delcended from any

people of the old world.

v
~t
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It is highly probable, that the fertile and delicious plains of
Peru and Mexico were the firft planted of all the American coun-
tries ; being more populous at the time of the Spanifh invafion
than any orher part of that great continent. This conjecture is
fupported by analogy : we believe that a fpot, not centrical only,
but extremely fertile, was chofen for the parents of the old world;
and there is not in America a {pot more L‘:::itriu:n.], or more fertile,
than Mexico or Peru, for the parents of the new world.

Having thus ventured to throw out what occurred upon the o-
rigin of the Americans, without pretending to affirm any thing
as certain, we proceed to their progrefs. The North-American
tribes are remarkable with refpect to one branch of their hiftory,
that, inftead of advancing, like other nations, toward the matu-
rity of fociety and government, they continue to this hour in their
original ftate of hunting and fithing. A cafe fo fingular roufes our
curiofity ; and we wifh to be made acquainted with the caufe.

It is not the want of animals capable to be domefticated,
that obliges them to remain hunters and fifhers. The horfe, it
is true, the fheep, the goat, were imported from Europe; but
there are plenty of American quadrupeds no lefs docile than thofe
mentioned. Thereis, in particular, a {pecies of horned cattle pe-
culiar to-America, having long wool inftead of hair, and an ex-
crefcence upon the fhoulder like that of the Faft-India buffalo,
Thefe wild cattle multiply cxccedingly m the fertile countries
which the Miflifippi traverfes; and Hennepin reports, that the
Indians, after killing numbers, take no part away but the tongue,
which is reckoned a delicious morfel. Thefe creatures are nort ex-
tremely wild; and, if taken young, are eafily tamed : a calf, when
its dam is killed, will follow the hunter, and lick his hand. ' The
wool, the hide, the tallow, would be of great value in the Britith
eolonies.

If the {hepherd-ftate be not obftruted in America by want of

proper
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proper cattle, the only account that can or need be given is, pau-
city of inhabitants, Confider only the influence of cuftom, in ri-
vetting men to their local fituation and rnanner of life : once hunt-
ers, they will always be hunters, till fome caufe more potent than
cuftom force them out of that ftate, Want of food, occafioned
by rapid population, brought on the fhepherd-ftate in the old
world. That caufe has not hitherto taken place in North Ame-
rica : the inhabitants, few in number, remain hunters and fithers,
becaufe that {tate affords them a competency of food. I am aware,
that the natives have been decreafing in number from the time of the
firlt European fettlements, But even at that time the country was
ill peopled : take for example the country above defcribed, ftretch-
ing north-welt from the Miflifippi : the Europeans never had any
footing there, and yet to this day it is little better than a defert.
I give other examples. The Indians who furround the lake Nippi-
fong, from whence the river St Laurence iflues, are in whole but
five or fix thoufand ; and yet their country is of great extent:
they live by hunting and fithing, having bows and arrows, but
no fire-arms ; and their cloathing is the {kins of beafts: they are
feldom, if ever, engaged in war ; have no commerce with any o-
ther people, Indian or Furopean, but live as if they had a world
to themfelves (@). If that country beill peopled, it is not from
fearcity of food; for the country is extenfive, and well ftored
with every fort of game. On the fouth and weft of the lake Su-
perior, the country is level and fruitful all the way to the Miflif p-
pi, having large plains covered with rank grafs, and fearce a tree
for hundreds of miles: the inhabitants enjoy the greateft plenty of
fith, fowl, deer, &c.; and yet their numbers are far from being
in proportion to their means of fubfiftence. In fhort, it is the
conjecture of the ableft writers, that in the vaft extent of North

{a) Account of North America by Major Robert Rogers,

America,
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America, when difcovered, there were not as many people, laying
afide Mexico, asin the half of Europe.

Paucity of inhabitants explains clearly why the North-Ameri-
can tribes remain hunters and filhers, without advancing to the
{hepherd-ftate. But if the foregoing difficulty be removed, an-
other {tarts up, no lefs puzzling, viz. By what adverfe fate are fo
rich countries fo ill peopled? It is a conjecture of M. Buffon,
mentioned above, that America has been planted later than the
other parts of this globe. But fuppofing the fa&, it has how-
ever not been planted {o late as to prevent a great population, wit-
nefs Mexico and Peru, fully peopled at the era of the Spanith in-
vafion. We muft therefore fearch for another caufe; and none oc-
curs but the infecundity of the North-American fava ges. M. Buf-
fon, a refpectable author, and for that reafon often quoted, re-
marks, that thefe favages are feeble in their organs of generation,
that they have no ardor for the female fex, and that they have
few children ; to enforce which remark he adds, that the quadru-
peds of America, both native and tranfplanted, are of a diminutive
fize, compared with thofe of the old world. A woman never ad-
mits her hufband, till the child fhe is nurfing be three years old ;
and this led Frenchmen to go often aftray from their Lamulnn
wives. The cafe was reported by the prielts to their fuperiors in
France ; but what order was taken has efcaped my memory. A-
mong the males, it is an inviolable law, to abftain from femal ¢s
while they are engaged in a mili ttary expedition, This is pregnant
evidence of their frigidity ; for among f{avages the authori ity of
law, or of opinion, feldom prevails over any ftrong appetite ;
would be the attempt to reftrain them from Ipirituous liquors,
tho’ much more d bilitating,  Neither is there any inftance, of

violence offered by any \01111 American favage, to European wo-

14y
yvaln

men taken captives in war.

Mexico and Peru, when conquered by the Spaniards, afforded

Pe
L
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to their numerous inhabitants the neceflaries of life in profufion.
Cotton was in plenty, more than fufficient for the cloathing need-
ed in warm climates : Indian wheat was univerfal, and was culti-
vated without much labour. The natural wants of the inhabi-
tants were thus fupplied with very little trouble; and artificial
wants had made no progrefs. But the prefent ftate of thefe coun-
tries is very different. The Indians have learned from their con-
querors 'a multitude of artificial wants, good houfes, variety of
food, and rich cloaths, which muft be imported, becaufe not ma-
nufactured at home. They are prohibited from exercifing any art
or calling except agriculture, which fcarce affords them neceffaries ;
and this obliges a great proportion of them to live fingle. Even
agriculture itfelf is cramped ; for in moft of the provinces there
is a prohibition to plant vines or olives. In fhort, it is belie-
ved that the inhabitants who exifted at the Spanifh invafion are
reduced to a fourth part. The favages alfo of North America who
border on the European fettlements are vifibly diminifhing. When
the Englith fetded in America, the five nations could raife 15,000
fighting men : at prefent they are not able to raife 2000, Upon
the whole, it is computed by able writers, that the prefent inha-
bitants of America amount not to a twentieth part of thofe who
exifted when that continent was difcovered by Columbus. This
decay is afcribed to the intemperate ufe of fpirits, and to the

{mall-pox, both of them introduced by the Europeans *.
It

* In all'the Weit-Indian colonies, the flaves continually decreafe fo as to need
frequent recruits from Africa. ¢ This decreafe,” fays the author of a late account
of Guiana, * is commonly attributed to oppreffion and hard labour; tho’ with
¢ Jinle reafon, as the flaves are much more robuft, healthy, and vigorous, than
¢ their mafters. The true caufe is, the commerce of white men with young negro

¢ wenches, who, to fupport that commerce, ufe every mean to avoid conception, and
¢ even to procure abortion. By fuch praétices they are incapacitated to bear chil-
¢ dren
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it is obfervable, that every fort of plague becomes more virulent
when tranfplanted, than in its native place. The plague commits
lefs ravage in Egypt, its native place, than in any other country.
The venereal difeafe was for many ages more violent and deftruc-
tive in Europe, than ever it was in America, where it was firlt
known. The people who failed with Chriftepher Columbus,
brought it to Spain from Hifpaniola. Columbus, with thirty or
forty of his failors, went dire&ly to Barcelona, where the King
then was, to render an account of his voyage. All the inha-
bitants, who at-that time tripled the prefent number, were im-
mediately feized with the venereal difeafe, svhich raged fo furiouf-
ly as to threaten deftruion to all. The “mall pox comes under
the fame obfervation ; for it has {wept away many more in A-
merica, than ever it did in Europe. Inthe 1713, the crew of a
Dutch vellel infeted the Hottentots with the fmall pox; which
left fcarce a third of the inhabitants. And the fame fate befel the
Laplanders and Greenlanders, In all appearance, that difeafe, if
it abate not foon of its tranfplanted virulence,  will exrirpate the
natives of North America ; for they know little of inoculation.

But Ipiritous liquors are a ftill more effectual caufe of depopula-
tion. The American favages, male and female, are inordinately
fond of {piritous liquors ; and favages generally abandon them-
felves to appetite, without the leaft control from thame. The no-
sious effe@s of intemperance in {pirits, are too well known, from

-

¢ dren when they fettle in marriage with their own countrymen. That this is the
¢ true caufe, will be evident, from confidering, that in Virginia and Maryland, the
¢ ftock of flaves is kept up without.any importation ; becaufe in thefe countries
¢ commerce with Negro women is detefted, as infamous and unnatral.,” The caufle
here afligned may have fome effelt : but there is a fironger eaufe of depopulation,
viz. the culture of fugar, laborious in the field, and unhealihy in the houfe by boil-
ing, &c. The Negroes employ'd in the culture of cotron, cofite, and ginger, 1cldom

&

need to be recruited.

VoL, IL L faral
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fatal experience among ourfelves : before the ufe of gin was pro-
hibited, the populace of London were debilitated by it to a de-
gree of loling, in a great meafure, the power of procreation.
Happily for the human fpecies, the invention of favages never
reached the prodution of gin; for {pirits in that early period
would have left not one perfon alive, not a fingle Noah to reftore
the race of men: in order to accomplifh the plan of Providence,
creation muft have been renewed oftener than once *,

In the temperate climates of the old world, there is great uni-
formity in the gradual progrefs of men from the favage ftate to
the higheft civilization ; beginning with hunting and fithing, ad-
vancing to flocks and herds, and thereafter to agriculture and
commerce. One would be much difappointed if he expected the
fame progrefs in America, Among the northern tribes, there is
nothing that refembles the fhepherd-ftate : they continue hunters
and fifhers as originally ; becaufe there is no caufe {o potent as to
force them from that ftate to become fhepherds. So far clear. But
there is another fact of which we have no example in the old
world, that feems not fo eafily explained : thefe people, without
pailing through the {hepherd-ftate, have advanced to fome degree
of agriculture. -Before the feventeenth century, the Iroquois, or
five nations, had villages, and cultivated Indian corn: the Che-
rekees have many fmall towns; they raife corn in abundance,
and fence in their fields : they breed poultry, and have orchards
of |

in

reach-trees : the Chickefaws and Creek Indians live pretty much
he fame manner. The Apalachites fow and reap in common;

Charlevoix fays, that an Indian of Canada will give all he is worth for a elals
¥8s g gl

of brandy. And he paints thus the effeét of drunkennefs upon them.  Evenin
‘ the fircets of Montreal are feen the moft fhocking fpeftacles of cbricty ; huf-
“ bands, wives, fathers, mothers, brothers, and fifters, fizing one another by the

¢ throat, and tf,':l,:'f]l}j one ancther with their teeth, like o many eur.igt:d wolves.”

and
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and put up the corn in granaries, to be diftributed among indi-
viduals when they want food. The Hurons raife great quantitics
of corn, not only for their own ufe, but for commerce. Many
of thefe nations, particularly the Cherokees, have of late got
horfes, fwine, and tame cattle ; an improvement borrowed from
the Europeans. But corn is of an earlier date : when Sir Richard
Greenville took pofleflion of Virginia in the reign of Queen Elifa-
beth, the natives had corn ; and Hennepin affures us, that the nations
bordering on the Miffifippi had corn long before they were vifited by
any European. Hufbandry, it is true, is among thofe people ftill in
its infancy ; being left to the women, who fow, who reap, who ftore
up in public granaries, and who diftribute as need requires. The
inhabitants of Guiana in South America, continue to this day
hunters and fithers., But tho’ they have neither flocks nor herds,
they have fome hufbandry ; for the women plant caflava, yams,
and plantains. They make a liquor, like our ale, termed pivoree,
which they drink with their food. And tho’ they are extremely
fond of that liquor, their indolence malkes them often neglect to
provide againft want, To a peeple having a violent propenfity to
intemperance, as all favages have, this improvidence is a blefling;
for otherwife they would wallow in perpetual drunkennefs. They
are by no means fingular ; for unconcern about futurity is the
chara@eriftic of all favages. To forego an immediate for a diftant
enjoyment, can only be fuggefted by cultivated reafon. When
the Canary iflands were firft vifited by the Europeans, which was
in the fourteenth century, the inhabitants had corn; for which
the ground was prepared in the following manner, T"u:‘..' had a
wooden inftrument, not unlike a hoe, with a fpur or tooth at the
end, on which was fixed a goat’s horn. With this inftrument
the ground was ftirred ; and if rain came not in its proper feafon,
water was brought by canals from the rivulets. It was the wo-
mens province.to reap the corn: they took only the cars; which
L 2 they
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they threthed with fticks, or beat with their feet, and then win~
nowed in their hands. Huibandry probably will remain in its
prefent {tate among American favages; for as they are decreafing
daily, they can have no difficulty about food. The fact however
is fingular, of a people ufing corn before tame cattle: there muit
be a caufe, which, on better acquaintance with that people, will
probably be difcovered.

America 1s full of political wonders. At the time of the Spanifh
invalion, the Mexicans and Peruvians had made great advances
toward the perfection of fociety, while the northern tribes, fepa-
rated from them by diftance only, remained in the original ftate
of hunters and fithers, and remain b at this day. To explain the
difference, appears difficult. It is ftill more difficult to explain,
why the Mexicans and Peruvians, inhabitants of the torrid zone,
were highly polifthed in the arts of fociety and government : Ccon-
fidering that in the old world, the inhabitants of the torrid zone
are for the moft part little better than favages. We are not fuffi-
cieutly acquainted with the natural hiftory of America, nor with
that of its people,, to attempt an explanation of thefe wonders : it
is however part of our tafk, to ftate the progrefs of fociety among
the Mexicans and Peruvians ; which cannot fiil to amufe the read-
er, as he will find thefe two nations differing eflfentially from the
North-American tribes, in every article of manners, government,
and police.

When the Spaniards invaded America, the Mexicans were {kil-
ful in agriculture, Maize was their chief grain, which, by care-
ful culture, produced great plenty, even in the mountainous
country of Tlafcalla. They had gardening and botany, as well as
agriculture : a phyfic-garden belonging to the Emperor was open
to every one for gathering medicinal plants,

The art of cookery was far advanced amon g that people. Monte-
zuma’s table was generally covered with 200 difhes, many of them

exquifitely
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exquifitely drefled in the opinion even of the Spaniards. 'They ufed
{alt, which was made by the {un.

The women were dextrous at {pmning; and manufactures of
cotton and hair abounded every where.

The populoufnefs of Mexico and Peru afford irrefragable evi-
dence, that the arts of peace were there carried to a great heighe,
The city of Mexico contained 60,000 families ¥ ; and Montezuma
had thirty vallals who could bring into the field, each of them,
100,000 fighting men, Tlafcalla, a neighbouring republic, govern-
ed by a fenate, was fo populous as to be almoft a match for the
Emperor of Mexico,

The public edifices in the city of Mexico, and houfes of the no-
bility, were of ftone, and well buile. The royal palace had thir-
ty gates opening to as many ftreets. The principal front was of
jafper, black, red, and white, well polithed. Three fquares,
built and adorned like the front, led to Montezuma’s apartment,
having large rooms, floors covered with mats of different kinds,
walls hung with a mixture of cotton-cloth and rabbit-furs; the
innermoft room adorned with hangings of feathers, beautified
with various figures in lively colours. In that building, large
ceilings were formed {o artificially without nails, as to make the
planks fuftain each other. Water was brought into the ¢ity of
Mexico, from a mountain at a league’s diftance.

Gold and filver were in {o high efteem, that veflels made of
thefe metals were pernmtted to none but to the Emperor. 'Confi-
dering the value put upon gold and filver, the “want of current

-k

coir would argue great dulnefs in that nation, if inftances did

* We cannot altogether rely on what is reported of this ancient empire with re-
fpeét to numbers.  The city of Mexico, tho’ confiderably enlarged fince the Spanifh
conqueft, doth not ar prefent contain more than Go,003 fouls, including 20,000
Negroes and Mulactoes.

not
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not daily occur of improvements, after being carried to a confi-
derable height, ftopping fhort at the very threfhold of perfection,
The want of current coin made fairs the more neceflary, which
were carried on with the moft perfe@ regularity : judges on the
fpot decided mercantile differences ; and inferior officers, making
conftant circuits, preferved peace and order. The abundance and
variety of the commodities brought to market, and the order pre=
ferved by fuch multitudes, amazed the Spaniards ; a {pectacle de-
ferving admiration, as a teftimony of the grandeur and good go-
rernment of that extenfive empirc.

The fine arts were not unknown in Mexico. Their goldlmiths
were excellent workmen, particularly in moulding gold and filver
into the form of animals, Their painters made landfcapes and o=
ther imitations of nature with feathers, {o artfully mixed as to be-
ftow both life and colouring ; of which fort of work, there were
inftances no lefs extraordinary for patience than for fkill. Their
drinking-cups were of the fineft earth exquifitely made, differing
from each other in colour, and even in {mell. Of the fime ma-
terials, they made great variety of veflels both for ufe and orna-
ment,

‘They were not ignorant either of mufic or of poetry ; and one
of their capital amufements was fongs fet to mufic upon the at-
chievements of their kings and anceftors.

With fuch a progrefs both in the ufeful and fine arts, is it not
furprifing, that tho' they had meafures, they knew nothing of
weights ?

As to the art of writing, a capital article in the condué of go-
venment, they werc extremely deficient. That art, as mentioned
above, was no farther advanced than the ufing figures compofed
of painted feathers, by which they made a fhift to communicate
fome fimple thoughts ; and in that manner was Montezuma inform-
ed of the Spanith invafion,

There
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There was great ingenuity thewn in regulating the calendar ; the
Mexican year was divided into 365 days ; and into 18 months, con-
taining 20 days each, which made 360 ; the remaining five in-
tercalary days were added at the end of the year, for making it
correfpond to the courfe of the fun. They religionfly employ’d
thefe five days upon diverfions, being of opinion that they were
appropriated to that end by their anceftors.

Murder, theft, and corruption in officers of flate, were capi-
tal crimes.  Adultery alfo was capital; for female chaftity was in
high eftimation. At the fame time, confent was deemed a fuffi-
cient caufe of divorce, the law leaving it to the parties concerned,
who ought to be the beft judges. In cafe of a divorce, the father
took care of the male children, leaving the female children with
the mother. But to prevent rath feparations, it was capital for
them to unite again,

It may be gathered from what has been faid, that there was a
diftinétion of rank among the Mexicans, So religionily was i
oblerved, as to be difplay’d even in their buildings : . the city. of
Mexico was divided into two parts, one appropriated to the Empe-
ror and nobility, and one left to plebeians,

Education of children was an important article in the Mexican
police. Public {chools were allotted for plebeian children 3 and
colleges well endowed for the fons of the nobility, where they con-
tinued till they were fit for bufinefs. The mafters were confidered

2

as oﬁic rs of ftate; not without reafon, as their office was to qua-~
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tited. They had indeed a powerful motive for perfeverance, thc
noft
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honourable of all employments being that of a foldier.
‘_n oung women of quality were educated with no lef care, by pro-
per matrons chofen with the utmoft circumipection
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As hereditary nobility, "efpecially in an extenfive empire, leads
to monarchy, the government of Mexico was monarchical ; and
as the ‘progrels of monarchy is from being elective to be heredi-
tary, Mexico had advanced no farther than to be an eletive mo-
narchy, of which Montezuma was the eleventh king. It would in
time have become hereditary, had it not been fubdued by the
Spaniards. And it was an example of an elective monarchy that
approaches the neareft to hereditary ; for the power of clection,
as well as the privilege of being eleGed, were confined to the
princes of the blood-royal. As a talent for war was chiefly re-
garded in chufing a fucceflor to the throne, the Mexican kings
always commanded their own armies. The Emperor-elect, be-
fore his coronation, was obliged to make fome conqueft, or per-
form fome warlike exploit; a cuftom that fupported the military
{pirit, and enlarged the kingdom. From every king was exatted
a coronation-oath, to adhere to the religion of his anceftors, to
maintain the laws and cuftoms of the empire, and to be a father
to his people.

'The various affairs of government were diftributed among differ-
ent boards with great propriety. The management of the royal
patrimony was allotted to one board ; appeals from inferior tri-
bunals, to another ; the levying of troops, and the providing of
magazines, to a third : matters of fupreme importance were refer-
ved to a council of ftate, held generally in the King's prefence.
Thefe boards, all of them, were compofed of men experienced in
the arts of war and of peace: the council of ftate was compofed
of thofe who ele@ed the Emperor. ;

Concerning the patrimony of the crown, mines of gold and fil-
ver belonged to the Emperor; and the duty on falt brought in a
great revenue. But the capital duty was, a third of the land-rents,
the eftates of the nobles excepted ; upen whom no tribute was im-
po'ed, but to ferve in the army with a number of their vailals,

and
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and to guard the Emperor’s perfon. Goods manufactured and
{fold were fubjected to a duty ; which was not prejudicial to their
manufactures, becaufe there was no rival nation within reach.

Montezuma introduced a multitude of ceremonies into his court,
tending to infpire veneration for his perfon ; an excellent politic
in rude times, of however little fignificancy among nations en-
lightened and rational. Veneration and humility were fo much
the tone of the court, that it was even thought indecent in the
Mexican lords, to appear before the King in their richeft habits.
Vellels of gold and filver were appropriated to his table, and not
permitted even to the princes of the blood. The table-cloths and
napkins, made of the fineft cotton, with the earthen ware, never
made a fecond appearance at the Emperor’s table, but were diftri-
buted among the fervants.

In war, their offenfive weapons were bows and arrows; and as
iron was not known in America, their arrows were headed with
bones tharpened at the point. They ufed alfo darts, and long
wooden {words, in which were fixed fharp flints; and men of
more than ordinary flrength fought with clubs. They befide had
flingers, who threw ftones with great force and dexterity. Their
defenfive arms, ufed only by commanders and perfons of diftinc-
tion, were a coat of quilted cotton, a fort of breaft-plate, and a
thield of wood or tortoife-fhell, adorned with plates of fuch metal
as they could procure. The private men fought naked; their
faces and beodies being deformed with paint, in order to terrify
the enemy. They had warlike in{truments of mufic, fuch as fea-
thells, flutes made of large canes, and a fort of drum made of
the trunk of a tree hollow’d, Their battalions confifted of great
numbers crouded together, without even the appearance of order.
They attacked with fury, and terrible outcries, in order to intimi-
date the enemy; a practice prompted by nature, and formerly
ufed by many nations. It was not defpifed even by the Romans ;

Vou. IL M for
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for Cato the elder was wont to fay, that he had obtained more
victories by the throats of his foldiers, than by their fwords ; and
Ceefar applauds his own foldiers, above thofe of Pompey, for their
warlike thouts. Fagernefs to engage is vented in loud cries : and
the effeés are excellent: they redouble the ardor of thofe who at-
tack, at the {fame time that they {trike terror into the enemy.

Their armies were formed with eafe: the princes of the empire,
with the cacics or governors of provinces, were obliged to repair
to the general rendezvous, each with his quota of men,

Their fortfications were trunks of large trees, fixed in the
ground like pallifades, leaving no intervals but what were barely
fuflicient for difcharging their arrows upon the enemy.

Military orders were inftituted, with peculiar habits, as marks
of diftinction and honour ; and each cavalier bore the device of
his order, painted upon his robe, or fixed to it. Montezuma
founded a new order of knighthood, into which princes only were
admitted, or nobles defcended from the royal ftock; and as a
token of its {uperiority, he became one of its members. The
knights of that order had part of their hair bound with a red rib-
bon, to which a taflel was fixed hanging down to the fhoulder,
Every new exploit was honoured with an additional taflel ; which
made the knights with ardor embrace every opportunity te figna-
lize themfelves. As nothing can be better contrived than fuch a
regulation for {upporting a military {pirit, the Mexicans would
have been invincible had they underftood the order of battle : for
want of which that potent empire fell a prey to a handful of ftran-
gers, I differ from thofe who afcribe that event to the fire-arms
of the Spaniards, and to their horfes. Thefe could not be more
terrible to the Mexicans, than elephants were at firft to the Ro-
mans : but familiarity with thefe unwieldy animals, reftored to the
Romans their wonted courage ; and the Mexicans probably would

have
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have behaved like the Romans, had they equalled the Romans in
the art of war.

When that illufirious people, by their own genius, without
borrowing from others, had made fuch proficiency in the arts of
peace, as well as of war; is it not ftrange, that with refpect to
religion they were no better than favages? They not only prac-
tifed human facrifices, but drefled and eat the flefh of thofe that
were facrificed, Their great temple was contrived to raife horror :
upon the walls were multplied the figures of noxious ferpents:
the heads of perfons facrificed were ftuck up in different places,
and carefully renewed when wafted by time. There were eight
temples in the city, nearly of the fame archite¢ture; 2000 of a
fmaller fize, dedicated to different idols ; fcarce a ftreet without a tu-
telar deity ; nor a calamity that had not an altar, to which the di-
firefled might have recourfe for a remedy. Unparallelled ignorance
and ftupidity, obliged every Emperor, at his coronation, to {wear,
that there fhould be no unfeafonable rains, no overflowing of ri-
vers, no fields affected with fterility, nor any man hurt with the
bad influences of the fun. In fhort, it was a flavith religion,
built upon fear, not love. At the fame time, they believed the im-
mortality of the foul, and rewards and punifhments in a future
ftate ; which made them bury with their dead, quantities of gold
and filver, for defraying the expence of their journey; and alfo
made them put to death fome of their fervants to attend them.
Women fometimes, actuated with the fame belief, were authors of
their own death, in order to accompany their hufbands.

The author that we mutft chiefly rely on for an account of Peru
is Garcilaflo de la Vega: tho' he may be juftly fufpected of par-
tiality ; for being of the Inca race, he beftows on the Peruvian go-
vernment, improvements of later times, The articles that appear
the leaft fufpicious are what follow,

The principle of the Peruvian conflitution feems to have been

M 2 an




92 CINLL 7S O:CDE IY; Book II,

an Agrarian law, of the ftricteft kind, To the fovereign was firft
allotted a large proportion of land, for defraying the expences of
government ; and the remainder was divided among his fubje@s,
in proportion to the number of each family. Thefe portions were
not alienable : the fovereign was held proprictor of the whole, as
in the feudal fyftem ; and from time to time the diftribution was
varied according to the circumftances of families. This Agrarian
law contributed undoubtedly to the populoufnefs of the kingdom
of Peru.

Itis a fure fign of improved agriculture, that aqueduds were
made by the Peruvians for watering their land. Their plough was
of wood, a yard long, flat before, round behind, and pointed at
the end for piercing the ground. Agriculture feems to have been
carried on by united labour: lands appropriated for maintaining
the poor were firft ploughed ; next the portion allotted to foldiers
performing duty in the field : then every man {eparately ploughed
his own field ; after which he affifted his neighbour: they proceeded
to the portion of the curaca or lord ; and laftly to the King’s por-
tion, In the month of March they reaped their maize, and ce-
lebrated the harveft with joy and feafting.

There being no artift nor manufa@urer by profeffion, indivi-
duals were taught to do every thing for themfelves. Every one
knew how to plongh and manure the land : every one was a car-
penter, a mafon, a fhoemaker, a weaver, &c.; and the women
were the moft ingenious and diligent of all. Blas Valera mentions
a law, named the law of brotherhood, which, without the profpec
of reward, cbliged them to be mutually aiding and afhfting in
ploughing, fowing, and reaping, in building their houfes, and
in every fort of occupation,

As the art was unknown of melting down metals by means of
bellows, long copper pipes were contrived, contracted at the fur-

ther
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ther end, that the breath might act the more forcibly on the fire ;
and they ufed ten or twelve of thefe pipes together, when they
wanted a very hot fire. Having no iron, their hatchets and
pick-axes were of copper, and they had neither faw nor augre, nor
any inftrument of iron: ignorant of the ufe of nails, they tied
their timber with cords of hemp. The tool they had for cutting
ftone, was a fharp flint; and with that tool they fhaped the ftone
by continual rubbing, more than by cutting. Having no engines
for raifing ftones, they did all by ftrength of arm. Thefe defects
notwithftanding, they erected great edifices ; witnefs the fortrefs of
Cufco, a ftupenduous fabric, It paffes all underftanding, by what
means the ftones, or rather the great rocks, employ'd in that
building, were brought from the quarry. One of thefe ftones,
meafured by Acofta, was thirty feet in length, eighteen in breadth,
and {ix in thicknefs.

Having neither fciflars nor needles of metal, they ufed a certain
long thorn for a needle. The mirrors ufed by ladies of quality
were of burnifhed copper: but fuch implements of drefs were
reckoned too effeminate for the men,

With refpect to mufic, they had an inftrument of hollow canes
glew'd together, the notes of which were like thofe of an organ,
They had love-fongs accompanied with a pipe; and war-fongs,
which were their feftival entertainment. They compofed and
acled comedies and tragedies, The art of writing properly fo call-
ed, was unknown : but filken threads, with knots caft upon them
of divers colours, enabled them to keep exact accounts, and to
fum them up with a readinefs that would have rivalled an expert:
European arithmetician, They had alfo attained to as much geo=
metry as to meafure their fields,

In war, their offenfive arms were the bow and arrow, lance,
dart, club, and bill, Their defenfive arms, were the helmet and

target.
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target. 'The army was provided from the King’s ftores, and was
no burden upon the people.

In philofophy, they had made no progrefs. An eclipfe of the
moon was attributed to her being fick; and they fancied the milky
way to be a ewe giving fuck to a lamb, With regard to the fet-
ting fun, they faid, that he was a good {wimmer, and that he
pierced through the waves, to rife next morning in the cait, But
fuch ignorance is not wonderful ; for no branch of fcience can
make a progrefs without writing.

The people were divided into fmall bodies of ten families each ;
every divifion had a head, and a regifter was kept of the whole ;
a branch of public police, that very much refembles the Englifh
decennaries,

They made but two meals, one between eight and nine in the
morning, the other before funfet. Idlenefs was punifhed with 1n-
famy : even children were employ’d according to their capacity,
public vifitors or monitors were appointed, having accefs to every
houfe, for infpedting the manners of the inhabitants ; who were
rewarded or punifhed according to their behaviour. Moderation
and induftry were fo effe@ually enforc’d by this article of police,
that few were reduced to indigence ; and thefe got their food and
cloathing out of the King’s ftores.

With refpect to their laws and cuftoms, children were bound
to ferve their parents until the age of twenty-five ; and marriage
contracted before that time, without confent of parents, was null,
Polygamy was prohibited, and perfons were confined to marry
within their own tribe. - The tradition, that the Inca family were
children of the fun, introduced inceft among them ; for it was a
matter of religion to preferve their divine blood pure and un-
mixed.

Tt was the chief article of the Peruvian creed, upon which eve-

vy other article of their religion depended, that the Inca family
were
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were children of their great god the fun, and fent by him to
fpread his worfhip and his laws among them. Nothing could
have a greater influence upon an ignorant and credulous people,
than fuch a doétrine. The fandtity of the Inca family was fo
deeply rooted in the hearts of the Peruvians, that no perfon of
that family was thought capable of committing a crime. Such
blind veneration for a family, makes it probable, that the govern-
ment of Peru under the Incas had not fubfifted many years ; for
a government founded upon deceit and fuperftition, cannot long
continue its authority. However that be, fuch belief of the ori-
gin of the Incas, is evidence of great virtue and moderation in
that family; for any grofs a& of tyranny or injuftice, would
have opened the eyes of the people to fee their error. Moderation
in the fovereign, and in the fubje@s obedience without referve,
cannot fail to produce a government mild and gentle; which was
verified in that of Peru, fo mild and gentle, that to manure and
cultivate the lands of the Inca, and to lay up the produce in ftore-
houfes, were the only burdens impofed upon the people, if it was
not fometimes to make cloaths and weapons for the : army. At
the fame time their kings were fo revered, that thefe ar mfe; of la-
bour were performed with great alacrity,

The government was equally gentle with regard to punifh-
ments. Indeed very few crimes were committed, being confider-
ed as a fort of rebellion againft their great god the fun, The only
crime that feems to lmvc been punifthed with feverity, is the ma-
rauding of foldiers ; for death was inflicted, however inconfider=
able thﬂ damage.

In this empire, there appears to have been the moft perfect u=
nion between law and religion ; which could not fuil to produce
obedience, order, and tranquillity, among that people, the'ex-
tremely numerous. The Inca family was fam’d for moderation
they made conquefls in order to civilize their neighbours ; and as

thew
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they feldom if ever tranfgrefled the bounds of morality, no other
art was neceffary to preferve the government entire, but to keep
the people ignorant of true religion. They had virgins dedicated
to the fun, who, like the veftal virgins in Rome, were under a
vow of perpetual chaftity.

This fubject fhall be concluded with fome flight obfervations on
the two governments I have been defcribing. Comparing them
together, the Mexican government feems to have been fupported
by arms; that of Peru by religion.

The kings of Peru were hereditary and abfolute: thofe of Me-
xico elective. In contradi¢tion however to political principles,
the government of Peru was by far the milder. It is mentioned a-
bove, that the ele@ors of the Mexican kings were hereditary princes ;
and the fame electors compofed the great council of ftate, Mon-
tefquien therefore has been mifinformed when he terms this a de-
{potic monarchy (a): a monarchy can never be defpotic, where
the fovereign is limited by a great council, the members of which
are independent of him. As little reafon has he to term Peru de-
fpotic. An abfolute monarchy it was, but the fartheft in the
world from being defpotic : on the contrary, we find not in hifto-
ry any government {o well contrived for the good of the people.
An Agrarian law, firmly rooted, prevented that great inequality
of rank and riches which lead to luxury, and diflolution of man-
ners: a commonwealth was naturally the refule of fuch a confti-
tution ; and probably would have taken place, had it not been
for a government no lefs fuitable, and {till more mild, viz. a the-
ocracy under a family fent from heaven to make them happy.
This wild opinion, fupported by ignorance and fuperftition, pro-
ved an effe¢tual bar againft tyranny in the monarch ; a moft ex-
emplary conduct on his part being neceffary for fupporting the o-

(a) L'Efprit des loix, liv, 17.ch. 2.
pinion
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pinion of his divinity., Upon the whole, comprehending king
and fubje@, there perhaps never exifted more virtue in any other
government, whether monarchical or republican.

In Peru there are traces.of fome diftinétion of ranks, arifing
probably from office merely, which, as in France, were a bui-
wark to the monarch againft the peafants, The great {uperiority
of the Peruvian Incas, as demi-gods, did not admit a heredita-
ry nobility.

With refpec to the progrefs of arts and manufatures, the two

nations differed widely: in Mexico, arts and manufactures were
carried to a furprifing height, confidering the tools they had to
work with: in Peru, they had made no progrefs, every man, as
among mere favages, providing the neceflaries of life for himfelf.
As the world goss at prefent, fuch numbers are employ’d upon our
multiplied wants, that not above one of a hundred can be {pared
for war. In ancient times, when thefe wants were few, and not
much enlarged beyond nature, it is computed that an eighth part
could be fpared for war: and hence the numerous armies we read
of in the hiftory of ancient nations. The Peruvians had it in their
power to go ftill farther: it was poflible to arm the whole males
capable of fervice: leaving the women to fupply the few necefla-
ries that might be wanted during a fhort campaign; and accord-
ingly we find that the Incas were great conquerors.

The religion of the Peruvians, confidered in a political light,
was excellent. The veneration they paid their fovereign upon a
falle religious principle, was their only fuperftition ; and that {u-
perflition contributed greatly to improve their morals and their
manners: on the other hand, the religion of Mexico was abomi-
nable.

Upon the whole, there never was a country deftitute of iron,
where arts {eem to have been carried higher than in Mexico; and,

Vou. IL N bating
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bating their religion, there never was a country deftitute of wri-
ting, where government feems to have been more perfe@. I except
not the government of Peru, which, not being founded on politi-
cal principles, but on fuperftition, might be more mild, but was
far from being fo folidly founded,

SKETCHES
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